* « » . : % 
- " — F-I5 ky —_— 


F -. 


<= True Nature of 
AP 
Of Diſobedience— thereunts. 5: 


# 


In”: 0 
Nine Diſcourſes, 

Tending to ſhew, — 
In the One, a Lovelineſs ;y | 
In the Other, a Deformity.% * 
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Formam quidem ipſam, © tanquam faciem Honeſti vides; que 
; oculy cerneretur, mirabiles amores excitaret Sapientie, Plat 
apud Cic. Offic, 1. 1. CS 


pirudinis ? Cic. deFin. 1.5. pe 
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noleſs Love and OP ] have 
" often wilh 4'T' could 'add one 
moe Ornamerit to it, by? mat 
Tanga remarkable in lits' Grati- 
rude. Could I thus do, that 
Fidelity, at leaſt, and Incorrupt- 
ne] s in{Patrona 206, which is the 
more your, Own, by being fo 
little the Virtue of the- Age, 
might, 1n hopes of like Succeſs, 
' beby Othersin like manner Pra- 
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 .&iſed. But I am very ſenfible 
how far, in tas reſpect, my Pow- 
er 18 ore of my Deliress And 
yet, I: need. not. be over-much 
 Concern'd that. fp It 1s. ;;1 ſince a 
Toniboreble K neayonr © to diſ- 
Jarg e mine oo 
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never; to imny Ability 3 be.-wan- _ 4 
_ ting, ' However, Sir, at-the © 
Perſuaſions of lome, whoſe Judg- * 
ment -] much eſteem, (if their 
| Kindneſs to me hath not ſom- 
thing biaſs'd 1t,) I have - preſu- 
med to offer theſe Diſcourſes, 
(ſuch as they be,) as a publick 
Acknowledgment of your many 2: 
Favours. 7 can fay little -for 
them, but that I meant them Pi- 
_ ouſly ; and for their Subjedts fake, - 
I do not altogether Deſpair of 
their being accepted : Which, 1 
'1t may be, they the rather will 
be, becauſe they are, in part, 
the effect of that Sacred FunQi- 
on, 1n which your free-and 'un- 
ſought Munificence gave me the 
_ firſt Encouragements. Neither, 
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Jeing your pacoline, would 
[| ove them Unſerviceable to the 
_ good of Others mote at large ; 
of which , yourſelf bath have 
been, are, and yet further will 
be, fo Worthy 3 an Inſtrument. 
It is too manifeſt, Sir, that the 
moſt do look upon the Divine 
Laws as A Task, and have a ſe- 
cret Grudging 1 while they Obey 
them ; ſuch as a Slave perceives 
under a Burden, which he bears 
with Diſcontent, and would fain 
throw off, I am therefore not 
unwilling to contribute that little 
which ] can, to the Curing of 
this Malady ; by making out 
unto Men, that our iS aviours 
Command F have in them what 
may firo n gy allure cur Love ; 


| be deſired and delighted in: And 
that the Vislation of theſe 
ands is a thi 


I muſt conſels, 
may ſeem bur little need of {i 
Treatiſes as This; 
Nation abounds with 
and ſo very good ones; and,-I '} 
fear, their Number, with ſome, } 
taketh away from their Nalue, '1 
ut, Ci c 


Sphere, in whic 
ſes will be more 


4 "he Y g 2 F, , ed, " : wat es RES. aa ET OY BS . PEEL 02 1 og $* 
eds Rs ae on Senſes wt Os KEE IE. i Ara A SN I OS CT a ends oo» 
Ss 244 <P > hor boo i RR TN ag 4SN SEIER Os CR OS ERICA OE IAN TT Fog 0, Sor CRETE 99x > NIN WR a; oy $4 
6, Po 4 PERILS - 92, Oe ot WF bas - at Le Ne 4 Ft OS rt rol EE NN OT ET EF I ET nbd « Tate: ee HH I IE OS os : ; | 
qa L ; Fr ' by 2 RE £9 * © a: 2 = be "7 4 (Etta Gd x7 4A © x — 50) 39 T p* £ —_ * . FS A 1 ”y 
A ARIES IS S244 RE ESA Ge oe Oo cas £6 3 eee Sf SHS ion ion, ON te RO AT ot. a ak > by % Meek FE 
On ER OE IEEE GS a to IE 3s ELD oe TOS. IE EN Io ny OT on : -y ; ; E : 
= "Ba ae 0 OS Od WED Ee > 4 , pF re My b, . ; ; 
” . ey ESSE, Sy c : Wn p. : : 4 S 
4d x b "he » > » F , . 
AACR 5 8 d., J : Py 
Pn + 
© 8 ; 
** 
% 
8 "MW... ; 
4 3 iy . 7 5 
- i -» Y 
N . - % 
: Fa 
r , ; | 
— > : To 
. = % $4 
of : ; 
” SE ; 
; F | / ; 
: 2 *% 
= 
* 
2 


ind that Acquaintance; Good 
| Will and- Curiolity, will ſom- 
times bid Z ake up and Read, when 
_ otherwiſe the Book -would have 
lain clos'd and untouch'd ; I 
could not tell,” but it; might. be. ſo 
with This. And I would: hope, 
that the Favour which I have 
found in theſe parts, and Your 
Name prefixed, will, through 
{ Gods Bleſſing, make. way for, 
+ and give 4 more kindly Ope- 
| rationunto,the enſuing Dialogue. 
+ And while the Age is, at the 
| preſent, ſo hotly age 1n the 
F Difputing and Controverſial 
& _ Way, poſſibly, Sir, a-quiet and 
| peaceable Diſcourſe, ofthungs that 
L highly CONCCFN all, may be 
© thought not Linſeaſonable ; whe- 
WW: --.- EY ther, 


ther,as an Adm 
who, intent up 
| ſhould righty Think, 
mindful of what - they ſhoule 
religiouſly Do; Or, as a Re- 
freſhment to others, -who, wea- 
ty of Contention , and Fear- 


ul of the-Event;, find their chie! 
Reſt in God, and his RE m 
Laws. The Nos 


oy on this Dialo ue have th 
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fray the more with myſel -when 
-ſhould-chink-it was not:I, ' but 
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with Others alſo, who ſhould 
leaſe to Read them, they might 
bear - 2 greater Authority than 
trom Me they could have 
| bad. And though, 1 doubt, 
| they aremuch ſhort of what they. 
| ſhould be, yectheleſs Knowing, 
ft Atcentive, will find what they 
may be informed by ; and the 
ous, what they will not utterly 
diſlike. But, Sir, whatever the 
following Sheets will be to Q- 
thers, to yourſelf chey are no 
more than a bare Signification of 


more Underſtandin A it Religt- 
| 


| lifleto your Knowle fo which 
| 1s large and extenſive ; and are 
not! wanted by your Praftice, 


which few have the Heart 
reach unto. It is, know, more 
eaſie to You toDo wort 
ons, than” plealting 
thera, when done : Buc1 cannor, 
in Gratitude; as I ferve at:rhe 
Altar,but,amongſt many Others, 
take notice of (Ine, viz. The 
H onorary Reſp e& you have 
| ſhewd to the Chand in freely 
'vings U our Impropriate 
$oes = Fn. Addition 2 her 
Maintenance. [ hope it will be 
returned into your ' Boſom with 
large Advantage ; ſince, by thoſe 
Few that have avail d with 
themlelves to do L's. like, it ] uh 
been found'a ſure way for the be 
ing Bleſt. And 1 more, whic | 
tave the Power, durſt make the 
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| The Contents of the Firſt Diſcourſe. | 
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HE. Occaſio zon of the Difcawsſe, What is.t0 
be underſtood by the Drvine Law. The 


| | Difference between the Law of Old, and] 
_. whichwas given afterwards. The Laws, which 


enj ſoxn'd Daties towards God were ſuch, aswe 


. would in Right Reaſon wiſh ſhould be rouge 
'  4' Prince and Lawgiver.. Concerning, ſore 
.. Laws' imhich mi ht ſeemi\to have no real Gvod- 
_ neſs in them, but Cruelty rather.:. Andothers 


© merely as 'Supream;\ without any Reaſon, pad 


which {cen ied to'proceed (70m the Wil of: God 


conſequently, without AH); Ro $0 :b1s Crea- 
.' Fures. | .Of-the Precepts. which require. Fear, 
'» and are. enforced upon the account iha God nd 
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Terrible.:, How theſe can conſiſt. Ret 
which h eeferh, oat, Feats, ..Tbe Lan 
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q The Contents of the Second Diſcourſe. 
| *©FÞF HE Inducements that Chriftians have to 
-j* Love the Divine Law, Love was the 
moving cauſe of our Lord's becoming our Laws 
groer. The Greatneſs of our Peters 
Perſon. All the troubleſome Ceremonies of 
the Old Lew are dowe away by the Laws of our 
Lord; and this, not by his Will alone, but by 
 Fhe admirable manifeftation of” his Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom, How the Jews urging the Boer 
 taftingweſs of their Law i from hence auſwe- 
ved; andhow their wayof Speaking is corye- 
Fed,when they [ay 6nr Laws iver hath vilified 
and deftroy d their Laws, Only ſuch Laws are 
enjoys d byourLord,as have in then an Intyin- 


k Goodneſs, or elfe are for Ents abſolutely 

drhpns Tuck a9 are diſcernable by every one. 

 Thozxghthe py had forme Inferionr Laws ſu- 
: 


red zo their Temper and Climate, which 4i4 the 
better fit them for the objervance of thoſe 
Laws which were Moral, yet we heve not the 
Heſs reaſon to Love the Laws of ony Lord be- 
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_* The Conteiits of the Third Diſcourſe. 
HE Sewverities of the Chriſtian Laws are 
not unreaſonable, neither dothey rednce 
us to. ſuch ſtraights, as cannot be gone through 
without 4 great deal of uneaſineſs, if at all. 
' The Deſign of our Lord 4s not to beat down 
| our Nataral Inclinations and Appetites, but 


. 
oO 
1 


5 


_ 76 reftifie them. Cur Diſpoſitions, if well 

 managet, not averſe from a right Improve- 
ment. The Laws of Chriſt. do not daſh: the 

pleaſure of Converſation, by threatning idle 
Weords. with the Day of Judgement, The. 

| Loving of Enemies, while they perſiſt to*be 

' #nJurious, is initſelf not uhmeet, but highly 

" equitable, incaſe the Hiſtory of our Redemp. ' 

_ Fion be true, Faſting and Abſtinence not an- 

reaſonable; nor the parting with Eſtates and 

Lives forthe aſſerting of the Goſpel. From 
the Laws of Chriſt we have a fair way for the © 


E 


_ requires of us. . How much it is different from 
the Old Lam. What the Law of Repentance is. 
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the Divine Laws unſuitable to one another. 
Theſe Laws of themſelves are grievous unto 
none. As they have relation only toCiyil So- 
ciety, and the welfareof Mew in this World, 
they do far ſurpaſs thoſe of the moſt noted 
Lang ivers ; they by no means do favour the 
Opinion, that Right of” Po Yom 7s Founded 
iz Grace. And that it is Lawf al to reſet Soves 
reion Princes in the Maintenapge of Txue Re- 
Ligion. They make the Man tyuly beautiful 
within. - "7 Dos 


The Contents of the Fourth Diſcourſe. 
NY Exeral Motives relating to theſe Laws 
T 4/tozether. To the Conſcionable Obſer- 
ance of them Eternal Rewaras are promiſed ; 
yet Earthly ones are aot excluded, For the ſe- 
curing of our Obedience, Eternal Puniſhment s 
are threatzned after Death tothe neplefF of theſe 
Laws. The Conſtitating ſuch. Puniſhment s 
& n0 more than what u meet tobe done. Stron- 
ger Aſſiſtances are afforded far the Perfar- 
mance of theſe Laws than.under Moſes there 
were. Moſt Loving Invitatians and Ape tio- 
nate Expreſſions are joyned with theme te 
| AVE. 
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CONTEFNTS . Tz 

| have uo reaſbr t0 complain, that thire aye not © 

now nie? the Goſpe-Law, thaſe Viſible Ex- | 

 prefſipnsof Gods Power and Preſence, as under | 

 #he Old Law there were: Patticllay Motives * 

relating t0 theſe Laws fingly 4nd apart : Such © 

44 ate wholly peculiar to t E Goſpe , Of elſe are * 

- there more elear ly 4nd topuipthhg ly urged than 

eve} they were befu}e. © I is impoſſible, there * 
fhowtd be thy Trite Happivieſs without theſe 

'. Laws, From the inward Extellente of them, * 

' andthyſe admirable Motives annexed to them, 

they is a ſAbftantial Prof. of their a E 
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ing, there ſhould be {o many Dif. 3 
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who n/t willing 1d flatte?. 

Gou's Being [0 much a God of MErcy 2 

he wilt not deftroy them though they walk | 
 gontrary ts bis Laws. An Explication of, * 
| #4 the Eiyht of the World, Why Nhia- \ 
RR ole 
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cles were confined to the firſt Ages of the 
Church, That Prophecy made good, viz. 
The Wolf ſhall dwell wth' the Lamb, Cc. 
The great Goodneſs of God in making theſe 
Laws to reach ſo wide as the whole World. 
His great Wiſdom and ' Mercy in putting 
theſe his Laws into Writing, and enjoyn- 
ang the frequent Reading and Preaching of 
them. The Reaſonableneſs that theſe Laws 
ſhould endure without Abrog ation or Change 
ſo long as the World ſhall ſtand. The great 
expectation which was of this our Lawgiver 
for ſo many Ages, and, in every reſpet?, 
his anſwering of it, may prevail bby os for 
Mens Obedience to his Laws, The Righte- 
onſneſs and Goodneſs of theſe Laws will ma- 
nifeſt themſelves to thoſe who are . ſincerely 
Obedient. os ARIA 


” 


The Contents of the Sixth Diſcourſe... 
\ [Or a few think themſelves ſecure in their 
aGings, if they can ſhew, that ſome good 
 Mez in Holy Writ, or ſome well accounted 
of ſince, have done the like. Examples. of 
Good Mey to be imitated no Fophu than 


they have the Laws of Chriſt for | their Rile 
and Warrant. T hey can of themſelves lay 
#0 Obligation upon us. The Holy Men we 
read of in Scripture, were not ſent into the 
World to be a Ruleto all Others in the Things 
they atted. The Uncertainty of Examples 
very great. Their Inſufficiency. . None of 
the Aiﬀtions of our Bleſſed Lord, - from his 


Example. merely, and without a Lav, did 
lay any. Obligation upon us to Imitate them, 
The Laws of Chriſt' reach to all Moral 
| Adtions. No Examples of Goodneſs beyond 
what t included in thoſe Laws, Inferences 
concerning the Examples in. Holy Writ.\- Iz 
thoſe things where the Law of God 5-Silent, 
Prudence is to be our Guide. Examples, 
though of” themſelves they lay no Obligati- 
02 upon #5, are yet of uſe. Thoſe which 
bear the Image of the Laws of Chriſt, are 
given us for Incentives ana Encourapge- 
ments of 'our Obedience. When Divine 
Laws are queſtion'd as to their Senſe, 
Examples, apo occaſion, may be Interpre- 
= -tations of . them, By Examples 'we maybe 
3. nſtruited ta'\go our Duties in a decent and 
= vecoming way, Decency, added unto Simce- 
3 . Tity may make its reward the greater. Bx- 
| amples are Regijtred in Holy Scripture for 
the Honour of thoſe, whoſe they were. - Our 
Congition the more ſure, than it would have 
been, if we had had none in whoſe Steps we 
might tread. \ By comparing Examples:with 
i . eur Rule, weſbaell quickly Ga whether they 
* mill hold Good for our Pratizce or no.P.175. 


The Contents of the Seventh Diſcourſe. 
Oncerning:the Divine Law, as &aken in a © 
{ larger, Senſe. Of the Hiſtorical part of 
Ycripture5 particularly.of: the.Creation. All 
other Opinions concerning. the Being of the 
4 or14 axe cold and unaffetting, Of the, Fall 
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which otherwiſe we ſhould never have known % 
the reaſon of. The ſad effetts of our Fall are | 
th great meaſure corretted by God's Mercy, ® 
and made Comfortable to us. Many things in © 
the dark,and mingled with falſities in profane |! 
Authors, we may from hence more clearly dif< 
eern. Sacred Hiſtory ſhews forth God's ims * 
meaiate Hana and plainly tells us, that he | 
 pwniſhed and rewarded, for ſuch and ſuch © 
zeafons. Of the Hiſtory of our Redemption. 
Flow wonderful it is ; and what a Sacredneſs 
runs through al the Circumſtantes of our © 
Eord's Conception, Birth, Life, Death, Re- | 
furreftion, and Aſcenſion. The great evi- | 
dence of theſe things. Of the Prophetical " 
part of Scripture. Eſpecially of thoſe Pro- || 
phecies relating to our Bleſſed Saviouy. As ® 
Divine Truth is eminently ſeen in all of them ; | 
fo the quick and various workings of Provi- 
dence, for the fulfilling of ſome of them, are 
very adelizhtful. : The Prediftions of the 
Heathen Oracles meh different from theſe. 
The Sibylline Prophecies of ſuſpetFed Credit. © 
Of the opted ph of "Holy Writ. God | 
. bath uſed the 'moff Taking words foy the pre- | 
wveiling with Men for Obedience. In the Gu/- 
pet there is: nothing want: p , that may work q 
part of Seryed Scripture: \ I confifteth. of 
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| fuch Services as mere fit for Mer to pay uito | 

 theip Gods, ad needed not Secrefie to ſhelter | 

- thew franpan Honeſt Ear, or Chaſt Fye. 
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ſcientiouſly Obedient to the Divine Law, bat 
yet find zot that Delight therein, which Earth 
7 things do frequently give them; and who 
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ereupon are very apt to interpret their Love 
to God's Precepts tobe nnſincere, aud ſuch as 
will be rejefed. The great reaſonableneſs 


and Benefit of Holy Meditation. P. 210. 


The Contents of the Eighth Diſcourſe. 
Tobedience is a Poltntion, It brings 

Diſorder into a Man, It tends to-make 
the Almighty to miniſter to his Creatures in 
the wileſt Offices. How God cannot be made 
to ſerve, How, he may. le s pleas'd in 
Holy Writ to [peak after the manner of Men, - 
that ſo He may condeſcend to our Under- 


ſtandings, and excite our MO Gss How 


He ts made to ſerve in Hu Holy Name. How 
in Flu Works. The Creation ſenſible of this 
Slavery, and God wery much diſpleas'd with 
it. Diſobedience of an Extenſive Nature, 
It ajjects. a kind of Eternity. It's highly 
Di ſengenusns. God neceſſitates nane to Di7- 
obedjence, Why He will not forge Men in« 


' 70 Obedience, Why he generally cats them 
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| The Contents of the Ninth Diſcourſe, 


He Plea of thoſe is vain, who ſay, they 
never ſinned maliciouſly againſt the Al 
mighty ; nor wiſh'd his Greatneſs and Power 
zo beleſs. The Difference betwixt Rebellion 
againſt God, and that apainſt a Temporal 
Prince. Diſobeatence a defilement in whomſo- | 
ever tit #, Not the ſame Pollution in alt Sins, : 
What the Sins of Good Men are ;. and how | 
known to be theirs, The Sins of wicked Men 
of a deep Dye ; wherein they differ from thoſe 
of piows Men. 7 he Difference between wicked 
M.r : How, of the worſt ſort, ſome are more 
open, ſome more ſecret, in their Sins. How 
the Sins of the le[s evil ſort are to be meas« 
ſar'd. The, ſame fairneſs of Converſe not 
equally innccent anto many. 4 Sin may be 
4 pardcnable one to ſome, when the very ſame, 
to the Eye and Opinicn of Mer, will not be 
fo to others, What we are to think of the 
Heinous Sins of Good Men, Regiſtred in Holy 
Scripture. No reaſon from them for wicked 
Mex to think better of their own Sins, God 
will not eſteem the Siiis of his Children, which 
are in themſelves as great as, and the ſame 
with, the Sins of other Men, to be therefore 
the leſs, becauſe they are committed by thoſe 
 mho are his Children. How to make a Tudg- 
' ment of our own Sins, _ ©. "206, 
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$ Drso8zpiznce thereunto,Cc. 


The Contents. | 


H E Occaſion of the Diſcourſe, What 
is to be underſtood by the Divine Lan. 
he Difference between the Law of O 


. 


ty 
and That which was gruen afterwards. The 


« 


Laws, which enjoynd Duties towards 

God were ſuch, as we would in Right Rea- 

ſon wiſh ſbould be towards a Prinse and 
awgiver. Concerning ſome Laws which 

. amight ſeem to have no real Goodneſs i» 
them, but Craelty rather : And others which - 
ſeemed to proceed from the Will of God 


< "_ 


' meerly as Supreatn, without any Reaſon, a 
- Conſequently, without any Love to his Crea- 
. Fures, Of the Precepts which require Fear ; 


2 and. 
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2 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 

and are enforced upon the account that God 

_ #5 Terrible. How theſe can conſiſt with Love, 
which caſteth out Fear, The Laws which 4 

Rational Manwould deſire for the Welfare of 

 Sotety, are thoſe which are enjoypd by Gad. 
Such Likewiſe are thoſe that reſpec owfetues. 
Why the Law « cailed The Miniſtration of 
Death by Sr. Paul. What he meaneth when 
he ſaith, He was alive without the Law 
onee; but when the Commandmant game, | 
Sin revived, and he died. And how the | 
Moſaick Law @ termed A Yoke, which | 
neither we nor our Fathers were able to 
bear, TY 
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Discourss the Fiſt. 


THEOPHILUS. 


" Have often thought, Exbulus, that one of the 
greateſt Pleaſures gf a Mans Life is to be 
Pound there, where Two Faithful Friends 
3M enjoy one another in Ingenuqus and Profita- # 
ble Diſcourſes : Communicating what they find to | 


« 


have been moſt taking with themſelves ; and by 
u 


ited Thoughts and Searchesdiſcuſſing ſomgTruths, 
ich otherwiſe would not ſo well have beca known, 


- EVEULUS,.. 
T Suppoſe there are none whoſe: Sauls are. any 

x TT - will readil aſoae. to what you | 
fay, Theepbilus. And I arm perfuads that thobgh 
his Expreſſion be very high, he yet ſpake wes 
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and of Diſobediente fhereabto. 'n 


true Seriſe of Dticurſive Friendſhip, who ſaid; Cum 
ang mebercule Ambulatiuncula; atque uno $ermone no- 
ftro, omnes frutiu Provincie non confer, Cic, I pre» 
fer one Walk, and one Diſcourſe of ours, before all 
the Honour and Income of my Province. . 

Theoph. What reliſh Honours and Incomes have 
with others, I know not, and am little ſolicitons to 
knows But "ſare 1 am, I ſeem to myſelf not to want 
them, while I have what I ſpeak of ; which, I as, 
Is no lefeſteem'd by Tox alſo. 

Ezbul. The Converſe of a Faithful Friend i is ne= 
ver otherwiſe than pleaſant to me: Bur then I judge 
it moſt ro bevalned, when by his Words I am made 


3 not only the more knowing, but the better : Having 


a wed kind of Warmth raiſed within me , by 
which I am more enabled to DO thoſe Dutzres whi ch 
| are incumbent.on me, and to SUFFER thoſe Evils 


WJ which are {6 frequent in the World; and which I 


of mbſt not expect to be altogether freed from. 
3 Theeoph. I thank you for what you now ſay; be- 
= cauſe if I ſhall as& ſome ſuch Diſcourſes from you, 


k | (which 1 from the, firſt have deſigned to &o,) you 


2 cannot deny me. And | ſhould account it a great Plea- | 


3 | ſure hereafter (when I poſlibly ſhall walk theſe Fields 
2 alone;)' to remember, that under this Tree Hearned 


WM fach Knowledge ;; nnder that was inſtroted in ſick 


# a Virtue : Here, I diſcerned how little theſe out- 
ZZ ward Things are-to be truſted in ; There, how 
= reaſonable 1t is to ſubmit to the Divine will”, atid; 


g in every place, that I'both had; and rightly made 

| uſe wa an Underftanding and-True Friend. - | ' 
Eubyl, You may bbconidain, I will notdeny you 
any thing which-ſhall tend:to the promoting of fuch 
a Pept and Virtuous Pleaſure, And Ithe ral 
' ther ſhall. yiel&ro you in whit you deſire, becauſe 'T 
 amſureitwill bemioe own, more thanybury Advan= 
_ Having: faſficieatty' CI; that/ man 


things 


_ - 


\ 
i 


W--- 


Wo xs The 7rue Nature of the Divine Law, 


things well ſpoken by others, have been Hints to 
you of deeper Enquiries, and more grateful Dif- 
courſes. | 

Tbeopb. If you have any ſach Opinion of my Free- 
neſs, (which 1 am endebted to my Friend if he will 
kindly accept of,) 1 will promiſe that you ſhall not 
complain as if it were leſs to yon, than to others. 
And tor a Proof hereof, I will take the boldneſs to 
] ropole the Matter to be diſcourſed of ; Which, 
unleſs you ſhall think otherwiſe, ſhall be concerning 
The True Natare of the Divine Laws, which, as I 
conceive, doth conſiſt, not meerly in the Excellence 
which they bave in Themſelves, but in another Excel- 
lence allo, viz. That Lovelineſs (if I may be allow?d 
to uſe the word,) which th:y carry in them inreſpe# 
of us. 

 Eubal. Your Conception of their Nature is no 
more than juſt; and a better Sabject you cannot- 
find out : Unto which 1 ſball the more willingly ſpeak. 
what l can, becauſe, if we may make a Judgment of 
thoſe Laws from the uſual Practice of Men, either 
_ there 1s not the Loveliveſs, you ſpeak of, in them ; 
or if there be, (as certainly in the higheſt manner 
there is,) it is very much ſhighted, 

Theopb. ? Tis too true that fo it is, And there- 
fore I hope it will by Him, who fees in ſecret, be ac- 
counted as ſome Reverence andReſpe&t fhew?d un- 
to-them, if, when they are ſo little obſerved ab;oad, 
we ſhall endeavour to ſearch into their Perfetions 
in private: Eſpecially, ſince for this End we ſhall 
do it, that our ;Loye to them may be the greater: 
And truly, Ezb»/us, the Royal Plalnuft*s Expreſli- | 
0n of ſo great Love to the Divine Law gave the 
Occaſion of my now mentioning this. Subject. For, 
reading thoſe words, © bow 1 love tby Law! Tt 
my Mediatien all tbe day, methought'I felt my Soul 
more than a uctle couched with thems They ſeem- 
EC Sb - ing 
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'ing'to proceed from a more than ordinary Aﬀecti- 

on in that good King, | PE 
.  Enbul. 1 do not wonder it was fo with Toy, who, 

I. know, keep your Heart ſoft and tender ; and there- 
by fitted for right Impreflions from the Holy Scrip-. 
tures. But your ſaying that thoſe words ſeemed to 

proceed from a more than ordinary Aﬀection, doth 

not reach the thing home. They not ſeemed only, 
but really did come from an Heart full of Love to 

God's Laws. ” 

And indeed,. Theophilus, I think it no hard mat- 
ter todiſcern a true Paſſion from one that is ſo on+ 
ly in ſhew. This later will betray icſelf in fom- 
thing or other, which, by a Judictous Eye, will ea- 
fily be perceived : While the other carrieth its Evi- 
dences along with it ; and, without ſcruple, is pre-. 
ſently owned as genuine and fincere. 

= And ſurely no true Aﬀection can be more con- 
2X vincingly expreſs'd than this King?s was to the Di- 
vine Preceprs. His ſaying, O how IT love thy Law! 
= is to me no leſs. than if he had faid, He covld not 
= declare how much he loved it. His Love to it was 
greater than what his Words could ariſe unto : It 
33 being only comprehenſible to his . Underſtanding, 
3 and the inward Sentiments. of his Soul ; yea, atmoſt. 
$3 toq big for his Heart to contain, Thus much 'yet 
22 he could fay, (if that might any way ſhew forth the 
7 greatneſs of-his Love,) God*s Law wa his Medita- 
3 tion dll the day: His Thoughts were continually ta- 
ken up in it. | i 22 
 Theoph. If 1 had queſtion?d the greatneſs of: the 
| Pfalmiſt's Love unto ir, I affure you, Eubutus, 1 
| ould not have been ſo much afetted with his 
| Words, For according to that Rule, $i is me 
= flere, dolendurs eſt Primum ipft #ibi;, A Paflion would 
| Not over quickly be ſtirred up in-me. by him, who 
| Ifhould think was himſelf infenſible, 
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But that we may not miſtake one another in onr 
following Diſcourſe, it will be requiſite to know, 
what is-here meant by the word Lawy it being 0a- 

| Pable of more than one Signification, * Pray, there-- 
fore, Enbulus, let me have your ſenſe of it. 

Emubul.' By the Law of God, I preſume every- one 
underſtands the Will of Ged,, which he in bis Word 
bath declared : But then, becauſe part only of that, 
which we now acknowledge to be the Word of Gad 
was then written, by the Law here is meant the 

| Law given by Moſes: and that part of it eſpecially 
which is Moral: Although the Fadicial for the Ju- 
ſlice and Prudence of it; and the Ceremonial for its 
Myfteriouſneſs, are not wholly to-be excluded from 
the Law we ſpeak of; nor yet whatever elſe 14 con- 
tained in Holy Writ, DE OWE | 

Theoph. You rightly Bf what the word La iun- 

ports as ſpoken by our'Pſalmift ; God?s Will being 
written, at that time, no further than as it made 
up the Jewiſh Oeconomy. As 1t hath been mani- 
feſted ſince, it hath relation to Men in a far wider 
ſenſe , whereloever plarited upon the Face of the' 
Earth, - Yea, even'thofe Laws of Moſes, whidiiiare 
retained in the Evangelical Diſpenſatien,- ceaſe to 
bind as: they were given by Moſes, - and are Obli- 
gatoryfnow from another Lawgiver Jeſus Chriſt. 
But yet; ſtill they are to be :cltiowled | God's 
Laws; and we may even now ufe theſe words, O 
how I love thy Law ! Therefore, Exbains, 1 deſire 
you will ſhew me theſe things. Cs 


1, What the Tnducements were to this fo great 
Love in David, and other holy Men of old, to 
tbe Divine Laws, © om | ; 

2. What the Inducements are which we 'Chri-- 
ſtians bave #0 love they, © 


Enbul, I | 


 andaf Difobedience thereunto. ff * 
-"Exbet. 1:ike;,  Thropbihs , | the greater ſhare of : 
| Diſcowlſe maſt lie upon rhe: - but = will have it 
3 ſ# 5arld ro my power 1 will obey you 
= As tothe Tyilmtartaar, which David and athes boly 
3% Met of ot adit love the Divirie Laws, they feem to 
27 meto ariſs-qpurtly from irs pleaſin God fo give theſe 


i Lowr; and partly from: the| Excellency of the Laws 


Y chemſthves, 
= i relation to the' former., 1 muft confeſs that 
Z the Nature of Men ſeemeth neceffarily to require, 


|: { that Laws ſhould be given unto them. For it would 
X tive been highly val on Mens part not to ac- 


j | aro. 79h as their Lord' who gaye them a Be-. 
x ing; it wouldbe-a very great. Diſhonour unto 


7 God, ſhould we.think that They, whom he had 
xx made a little lower-than the Angels, ſhould be left 
; uncogarded and lawleſs. _ 

8 - But yet when Men had fallen from their Obedi- 
2F ence, aid had in great meafure ſillied that: Law: 


2 which was impreſt on their Natures, it was cerfflin- 


tf avery great Favour, that God, in ſteadoof rhrow- 
3 ing upon them deſerved Puniſhments, ſhould chuſe 


3 # a Numerous People to' be his peonline + and ſhould 
4 himſelf repair that Law, thus obliterated within; by 


yz” AF it Ig Tables, that it mighe be diſcera'd: by 
"IF \ L208 
py ' Conſider, n T beophilus, the Greatneſs of Him who 
1 gives this Lai; how' he needs not the Services of 
FF avy: Creature; and alſo the Iigratitade of May, 
2 Row he dildbeyed the moſt righteous Law in Para- 
| dife 3 where'all-the Love and'Obſervance,' which 
poſſibly he could ſhew.;, would not have been too 
| mubli, Conſider this, [I faf\,vamd/ the Lavery, | if 1£ 
| carry” but any favor” along-with: 16 may certainly, 
fr red. Him who _ Wes bo cs _— 
ye RC: 
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Neither is the T: ime, whirolt it pleaſed Godito 

give theſe Laws, unworthy of our Notice. :So-muct 
was the Welfare of 'Mankind eſteemed {0 | 
upon the Writing of Laws, that many' orgy an 
atter Ages, contended for the Dignity of being the. 
firſt Authors thereof. And Greece *< eclally _ 
the Priviledges which ſhe boaſts to ave | held 
co the reſt of the World, reckons this as one of the: 
the chief. But the Honour of having the firſt Writ- 
ten Laws belongs to the Hebrews alone, in com-: 

" pariſon of whom (as Foſepbus.againſt Apion proveth,): 
the Grecian Legiſlators were but of yeſterday; and: 
this Honour is much heightned by "God's owning 
the immediate Relation of a King Shan them, while 

| he wrote theſe Laws, Now the Beneht of Laws, | 
and the Glory of having Theſe given ſo carly, and; | 
by ſuch an Hand, being well underſtood, and right- | | 
ly valued by our Pſalmiſt, (who himſelf was a Ru- | 
ler and a King,) might well engage his Love toy 


Theoph. I acknowledge the Inducement from God's 
' thus giving the Law, to be a very fair one. Pray, 
Ewbulus', £0 Qn to che other yay mentioned , vie. 
The Excellency of tbe Laws themſelves. | 
Exbulus. Take it in that . pious. King's own: 
words, Pal. 19. The Law of the Lord is perfeth, 
converting the 8 a The Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, 
maeking wiſe the Simple, The Statuts of. the Lora are. 
rigbteour, rejoycing the Heart : The Commandment: of: 
#be Lord is pure, enli the Eyer. The Fear:of 
the Lord is clean, 9 9s ever : The Judgments 
of tbe Lord are true, and righteous altogether : Nore 20, 
be defired are they bey than +; yea than much fine Gold; 
ſweeter alſo than Honey, and. Th Honey-Comb. More- 
over, hy them is thy Servant warned 1 and in keeping f 
ebem there is great reward. | 


Th Thi 


 - 4nd of Diſobedience thereunto. . @& © 
 Theoph.- This is a very high Charatet indeed of 4 
thoſe Laws;' if thete be (as I doubt not but: There: 
is,) Truth in'the whole. 
Tm "Eubxl; There is Truth'in every tittle: "And this 
IF will appear if-we ſhall look upon the: Laws which: - 
3 require Duties to Him who is the Lawgivet ,, or toThoſe,: 
= from one to another, or to Tens; whom theſe Laws. | 
3h are given woo, 
= Praytcllme, "Theophilus, what wool you in Right 
8 Reaſor, andaccording, to aperifed Harmony of Thongs; 
E be? the: Doties towards 2 Prince and Lawgiver to 
WW ! Theoph, I wauld deſire they ſhould be F ear, Love, 
kb ant Gratitude, and tbeſe:ſhrmu upen Grounds evzry. 
= ay good. - There being, nothing mare-coinely, than: 
E. 1 that Subjets ſhould bE'with-held from offending, 
| by Fear; "nanled to all Obedience, by Love; and ex- 
cited to Acknowledgments of Benefits and Prote-. 
ction, by Gratitude, More than Theſe I:mention 


I not; becauſe ta Theſe alk:others, I ſuppoſe, may 
WX be reduced; and. are, in effect, no- other than Ex- 
BY preſſions of them. - 


3 Exbal.; All theſe you. ſhall Sud to be accord ing 
4» to your Wiſh, . 
9H Your firſt Duty of. Fran is in Dams: 6. 13: (as allo. 
be. | in ſuadry places-more,) - Thow ſhalt: Fedr the Lord: 
2 thy God," axd ſore Him ; "ond ſwear by bis Name. 
& Their Fear istq he ſuch 25 not to ſcare. them from 
2 him; but they are toapproachr vfito him, and to do 
him Sdrvige. ' And: for the deciding of: Controver- 
| fies, and eſtabliſhing: of} Truth, they are to. uſe his 
Name ſolemnly-in an Oath. -/ 
| _ And a rigbe pood GrowndThere is for ſuch aFear, 
| from the Power and Juſtice of God; ſuch ascan, an 
| will,” inflict Puniſhments anthem when they wiltally 
| tranſpreſs ; and this to the utmoſt of: *their Deſerts,: 
TY Deſtruction of the OK: veg for its Impiety z: 


Tug 
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The Overwhelming of the E hee be i the Red St ; ; 
The Earths opening /her Mouth , and: fivallowing | 
uP Corab, Dathan, and A biram ; and twumerous other: 
Inſtances of the ke Nature, were hereof Teſtimo- 
nies ſufficient, So that this Law of Fearing God, as 
a Prince and Lawgiver, manifeſts itſelf to be built. 
on a ſure and laſting Foundation. . | 
Your ſecond Duty of Love 1s commanded Dem. 
6.5. Thou ſhalt Love the Lord dby God, _ al th 

Heart, and with all thy Soul,” and oak alt tb. 
I 1s not to be a faint, and an unconſtant 

one that is ſtrong, and will not fail : For the = 
ving of God with all the Heart , and Sonl, 'and 
Strength, -doth not only import the greateſt vigour 
of Loye. but the Es duration of it alſo, It 
muſt not be towards him Now, and anotr quite off 
him ; but the greateſt Length it muſt have, as well 
as the greateſt Heighth. 

And the firoug Inducements to this Duty were well 

. known from © Creation of the World, which ir 
the greateſt Goodneſs was effefted 3 frontthe Cons 
tinuance of God's Favour when Mats had falleny 
and from-the manifold Loving Kindneſlds whictt he 
had ſhewed to his People in general, and/ta Good 
Men in particular. Andi therefore this godd: King 
could burſt forth in carneſt Exhortations'ta 
O Love the Lord, all ye bis Saints, OI DARIN 
ſeroeth the'F aithful. 

For your third Puty, viz; Gratitade, which you 
would havyeto be ſhewed to a LOT, 0nk 2reall thoke 
WjunQions and 1Incitements of -Praifing Gad, 'whick! | 
are ſcattered almoſt every where inthe Holy Scrip<. 
tures : And no other Deſign -had thoſe Sacrifices 
which were unbloody, than that Men —_—— \h 
Thankfulneſs acknowledge God as' Supticatn. 
faid, Levis. 7. 12. If be offe it for a'Thankggivi 
Got, © toay; Owe? 1s tobe © 
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- Artd what more preva log Motive coullt thers 
be for the Obeying this Precept;-than chat; -Whitt- 
ever was poſltſled was'of God's Bounty ? "It was 
He that gave unto the Ifraelices all that they Took?d. 
upon as their Wealth and Property; And: cheyofwre 
| they were to bovis the Lord' with their Subſtance, o_ 
| with tbe Firſt-Prutts of their Increaſt. Thats, - 

WF werein Gratitude to fender back forthing of w what 
I he had beſtowed upon themi Not that' he needs 
TY any ching of tharwhich Men can return unto him 
2 but es their Thankfulneſs may be expreſſed +1 
| what manner they are able to do it, 
' And this-their Gratitude mipht be the preater, 
Ws in thacGod ſecared his Gifts utits thett by his Laws 
Wo allotting to every Tithe its proper Portions and 
I diſtriburing that Portion amon ſt the Heads of pe. 
2 ciedtar Families; That Diſtords at firft might not 
IF hinder their Poſſeſſions ; a1 that Ayarice and Foo 
IF bicion mighr not afterwatds break into then For 
WH what ws thus divided by Lot (the Dif} poſal of 
7 whichwas wholly from God,) was n6t to be alieng» 
XX ted to other Tribes, nor to other Families of-the 
DT fame Tride.. The Property of the Lend' remained 
IF firin; only the Uſe ad Incomes of it might be ſold 
2 for a ſeaſon; which yot might at any tline be re-- 
27 deemed; and if it wete hot redeemed, it neceſſa- 
6 ny "_—_ _ afdjent' Owners ar the Year of 
I Fubile, And hereapon Induſtry was: encourg 
3 afd Peace eſtabliſhed ; and they fate under 0. 
(int 8 moſt proper'ſeniſe,) Own Vines and Fi ig-treer, 
| none making them afraid. 
Nay, God had not only beſtowed npon the Seed 
of Jack all that they enjoyed; but even They them- 
| ſelves were alſo wholly from Him, In Kindneſleg. 
| from Men the Man is {yppoſed to have a Being, be- 
fore: 'And that we are Men, and have an under- 
Fanding Soul, is not pro perly the Gift of any Man .} 
(9g 3 
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tous, But Godhath (asImay ſo ſpeak,) given us 
Ourſelves as well as other thingsz and ſo our Gra- - 
titude to Him is'to be ſo mach higher than to on, 
by how much Life and Being are better than Poſ- | 
&ſflions : Yea, by how much what we enjoy are more |} 
- his Gifts unto us, than they can be the Gifts of any | 
others. For the Propriety of them is for. ever his; 
' and his Providence will never part with the Gui- 
dance and Dire&tion of them, - And therefore 
_ though others ſhould give them us, it is his Boun-: 
© through their Hands, 
How then might Thoſe in the Judaick Seate love: 
the Laws, which have immediate Relation to God 
as a Lawgiver? How full of Reaſon are they ? Is 
there not the greateſt Beauty in them> Which, 
could it be difcern*d by our outward Eyes, who is 
it could ſee and not love them ? And ſurely what 
appears truly beautiful to the Eye of the Soul (3. e. 
to clear and deliberate Thoughts,) will call no leſs 


p_ 


for loye, but much more : Intelle&ual Beauty 


ing much to be preferr'd before that which is Sen- 


And if I may once more Paraphrafe this Expreſ- 
fon of the Pfalmiſt, O. how I love thy Law ! Me- 
thinks1timplyeth thus much. Nothing in the World 
1s there that ſhall hinder me from,Joving it. ' I pre- 
fer it before all other ap, -7 however eſteemed 

e 


© 


they be by Men, -Were it Jeft.to my choice, whe- 
ther I would hive any of theſe Laws repealed, or 
- whether I would fear, love, and be- grateful unto 
God or not, though no Puniſhments ſhauld he infliq- 
ed if I did not da it, there ſhould not. be one Law 
the leſs for my Duty towards my God and Lawgiver. 
Nor ſhould any thing, how pleaſant or advantage: 
ous ſoever it be, buy off my Obſervance of his Laws: 
So dear is their PraQtice, and ſo delightful their. Spg+' 
ulation to me, 
© Theoph. Þ 
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Theeph. 1 ſee and acknowledge the Excellence of 
\ theſe Laws, and do really think them worthy the 
== high Character which this Royal Perſon gave; and 
8 the great Love which he expreſſed to them, _ 
 Buiit, Ezbulus, of thoſe Laws, which in their Ob- - 
| ſervance had relation to God immediately, Some 
were ſuch 4s might ſeem to bave no real Goodneſs in 
"JF them, but Cruelty rather. E. G6. The ſhedding ſo 
28 much Blood, of Men, in Circumciſion ; of Beaſts, 
38 in Sacrifice. Ozhers , though not Cruel, migbe yer 
= ſzem to proceed (and are by many thotght 1o to do,) 
8 from the Will of God as Supream, without any diſcer- 
| nible Reaſon for their being enjoyn'd, and conſequently 
| without any Loveto his Creatures : For what Love 
| Can be ſeen there, where no Reaſon can be aſligned, 
| why ſuch and ſach things are commanded or: for- 
| bidden? And who is it then that can love ſuch 
| Laws ? . Of this ſort were thoſe that forbad the 
| wearing of Linuen and Woollen in the ſame Garment; 
== The Ploughing with an Ox and an Aſs together ; And 
== the uſe of ſuch and ſxch Creatures for Food; and others 
38 not unlike unto theſe. | ; 
= And then further; The Laws, that require. Fear; 
8 are ſuch as are enforced upon the account that God is + 
= Terrible; And where ſo great Terriblenels.is at the 
23 bottom of theſe Laws, how could they be ſo muth 
8 loved? For (as the Apoſtle faith,) Perfe# Love 
8 cafteth out Fear: And where Laws do require fo 
= Fear, the Love to them muſt needs be'the 
els. | I T 
| Pray, Embulw, tell me,- Are theſe to be excepted: - 
fromour Pfalmiſt's Love? Or if not, how can it be 
| truly ſaid, he loved them? : I 
| Exbud. Fqr the ſatisfying of you in thefe things; 
| and firſt for your firft Obje&tion, (to wit, That «f* 
| thoſe Laws which intheir Obſervance bad relation unte' + 
God i em $0 bave n0 real Good- 
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neſs in them, but Cruelty rather ;, the (bedding ſo 
much Blood; of Men 11 Cirouneifion, and of Brefts 
in Scrifice,) it will not, I ſuppoſe, be unmeet that 
theſe things be conſidered. | 
1. Thar the Law, which hathſo much love here 
expreſſed to it, is (as I before hinted,) to beunder- 
 Itood of the Morel Lew chiefly, For this hath a 
real and intrinfick Goodneſs in it, It is juſt and | 
ood that God, as he'is our God and Lawgiver, 
19's be feared, loved, and have Gratitude ſhew?d 
oOMIMmM, | ® | 
2. As to-thoſe other Laws of Circumciſion and 
Sacrifices, though, in themſelves conſidered, they 
are not Morally good, yet, conſidered with rela» 
tion to all the good things which God was pleaſed 
to heſtow to the upright Obſervance of them z and. 
with relation alſo to the more feyere Commands 
which he juſtly might have laid upon Men ; they 
have been comparztively good, 5. e, they ſhewed forth 
the Favour and Kindneſs of God unto. Meg. And 
might they not then be loved for the far greater 
Severities that might have been enjoyn'd ? and for 
the many and great Temporal Bleflings, which Obe- 
dience to them had brought as its Reward? Surely 
they might. | 
*2. The Significations and Effetts, which theſe 
Laws had, were excellent. 
Circymciſion was Inſtituted by God as a porti- 
cular AMerk,, by which the Jews were ſcaled to be 
his People, Thus Ges. 17. 11. it is called The Tokyr 
of the Cqvenant betwint God aud Them; tothe intent 
that He ſhould be their God, and They his People. 
And this poſſibly (as a Learned Perſon obſerves, } 
might be-the reaſon, why God would have this pe- 
. culiar Mark or Sign to be impreſs'd upon them tar 
theig pain; and to be adwitted and andergone. with: 
a kind of fuamefacednefs ; vis, That A—— 
| NO 
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| not ſeem te diftate it. nor meerly the Commands 
= of Men to enjoyn it; but that it might be owned 
WW. to proceed from God y who by ſuch an unthought- 
of Mark among Men, would ſeal that People unto 
= himſelf. And though Circumciſion, by ſome of the 
3X Seed of Abrabam, (Ihmacl, and Eſaz, and the Sons 
| of Ketxrrs, ) was introduced into ſome other Nati- 
3 ons afterward, yet this hindred not the true Stock 
3 of Abrabam, Iſaac, and Facob, and their Poſterity, 
2& tobe Marked for God's Peculiar. Inſomuch, that, 
== by way of reproach, they called the Nations roung. 
| about them; the Vneircxmciſed 3 and were back again 
| themſelves, throngh Hatred and Deriſion, termed 
| Perpi, Curti, and Recutits, the Cireumciſed. 1 
= . Neither was Circumciſion deſtitute of ſomthing 
8 that might ſignifie Him to be bely and good from 
8 whom it came. It denoted a purity and Cleannels 
= to thoſe who bore it. Therefore it is ſaid Deas. 
30. 6. The Lord thy God will Circumeiſe thine Heart, 
= erd the Heart of thy Seed to Love the Lord thy God. 
X Of which import of the word, that Inſfance Lev. * 
22 29.23. is an unqueſtionable proof: When ye come 
& into the Land, ye ſhall connt the Fruit thereof as Uneir- 
= cumciſed. Three years ſhall it be as Vncireumeiſed wn- 
\ 80 you; it ball x0t be cater of; but in the fourth year, 
3 ol LP Fruit tbercof ſhall be Holy, to praiſe the Lord 
—< mwithal. | | 
X And might it not alſo, Theophilus, highly com- 
mend Circumciſion, that. it was ſo appoktely ordered 
by God for the continual brigging to their Memary'the 
Promiſe which he made unto Abraham? . Naw, that 
| Promiſe was concerning hisSeed : Which Seed, tn 
| the chief Acceptation, is to be underſtood of Chritts 
| who is therefore, in Holy Scripture,. called the Pro- 
| uit Ot _—_ —_— NETS. > 
3. and might be july thought. to. he'made on 
| {ba part of the Body; that, as oft as they did. oo 
© : CUMCUE 
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16 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 


curficiſe their Children, they might be par in Mind 
of Him, ' who, as to the Fleſh, was to come from 
the Loyns of Abraham, "3, 
Wherefore, though Circumciſion, in itſelf cons 
ſidered, might ſeem tb carry very little of Mercy 
and Goodneſs in it; but the contrary rather; yet, 
as it thus entitled them the Peculiar People of God 
directed them to an intertiial Purity; and betokened | 
That Seed, in which They and all the: Nations on: | 
Earth ſhould be bleſled, it might juſtly have a great } 
. Expreſſion of their Love. TFT 10.761 6 
Look we in the next place upon'Sacrifices. I 
will not here enquire into their. firſt Riſe; whether 
Men began them of their own accord, and God af> 
terwatd improved them unto Myſterious Ends : Or, 
whether they primatily ſprung from a Divine Come 
mand, with immediate reſpeCt to thoſe Ends. It 
is enough to our preſent purpoſe to ſay, That ſome 
of them, under Moſes, did import 4 great Friendſhip 
and Familiarity from God unto Man; .and.the keep- 
ing Houſe, as it were, with them on Earth, Thus 
the Altar was his Table; and what was offered 
thereon was as his Meat, And other things in the 
Tabernacle firſt, and afterwards in the Temple; be- 
tokened a Dwelling-Houſe : As Spoons, Bowls, Co+ 
vers, a Candleſtick and its Lamps; and ſuch-like, - 
Some other of theſe Sacrifices were, .in many 
caſes, An Expiation for Sins againſt God : And, bythe 
Blood of the Beaſt thus ſlain, the Life of the Of- 
fender was ſpared. For the Law, according to the 
ſtricteſt Sanction, maketh Death the Puniſhment of 
even the leaſt Diſobedience; as that of Det. 27. 26. 
doth ſhew. And this Blood of Bulls and -Goats, 
was, by the Will and Mercy of the Lawgiver, ſo 
far a Real Expiation for'theſe Sins, as that it did, 
in the Apoſtle*s words, Sandifie to the purifying of the 
Fl. 3 03 Y 35 1 =, 
Sb | ut- 


ind of Diſobedience thereunto. 17 
- But then yet further ; "Theſe Sacrifices were Ty- 
 pical alſo, and did prefigure the pretious Blood of 
| Teſus Chriſt, which was to be a more Noble Expia- 
tion for the Sins of the World ; even thoſe Sins, 
for which there were allowed no Sacrifices under, 
the Law; and this, not only to the purifying of 
the Fleſh , but ro the purging of the Conſcience 
3T from Dead Works, to ſerve the Living God. And 
3X although we may think, that this was not under- 
2X ſtood generally by the Jews, who expected a Meſs 
that ſhould be a Glorious Prince upon Earth; yet 
| that it was, in great meaſure, underſtood by fome 
| more eminently Religious among them, and parti- 
cularly by our Pfalmiſt, who hath many Propheſies 
tending this way, and applied, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
in the New Teſtarnent, to this very thing, we have 
no reaſon to doubr, And fo, though the ſhedding 
of Blood in Sacrifice might ſeem to have nothing of 
[good 1n 1t, (and indeed God himſelf 1s faid xor to 
delight is the Blood of Bullocks and Lambs x5 which he 
could not be faid to do, had it any Eſſential Moral 
[Goodneſs in it,) yet as theſe Sacrifices berokened 
God's Dwelling among them ; and by their being 
ſtain, the Lives of Men were ſpared; and alſo his 
gy Blood preſfignified which ſhould be ſhed for the Sins 
22 of the World, it might well have this Expreſſion, 
10, bow T love thy Law! | + 
. Neither let the ſhedding of Blood be Objected 
by any, as 4 want of Mercy in theſe Laws to thoſe 
Brutal Creatures, whoſe Blood they required to be 
thed; and diſagreeing to that Title which in Holy 
Writ Is given unto God ; to wit; The Preſerver of 
Beaſt. as well as of Man. There are, Theophilus, who, 
by all means, will have theſe Creatures to be meer 
| Machins, altogether deſtitute of Senſe, - And, were 
It thus; there would, in reality, be no occaſion to 
move any queſtion concerning theſe Laws, in'this 
[Yi C reſpect; 


138 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 
reſpect. But till' Men 'are convinced that Brutes 
are thus inſenſible, and that, notwithſtanding all- 
the ſigns of pain when they are wounded, there 
yet really is no pain to them, (which will never be 
generally believed; and none can be blamed if it be 
not,) this conceit will, in the preſent caſe, ſtand 
in no ſicad ata!l. Nay, the falſeneſs of it, may, *! 
irom what we but now faid, be fully evidenced z | 
iz, That the Blood of the Beaſt, as being bu Life,. | 
was to go for the Life of the Offender, (there be- } 
ing no Remiſſion without Blood, which # the Life,) 
and alſo, that thereby the Death of Chrift was Ty- 
pified ;, a Nobler Expiation than the Death of Bulls 
and Goats ;, neither of which could fairly be ſaid, 
were there no real Death to the Beaſt. 

But laying aſide ſuch anuncouth and extravagant | 
Imagination, we may with Sobriety, and on good 
Grounds, affirm; That God, who made the Crea- 
tures, might, without infringing his Goodneſs, | 
command what he pleaſed concerning them ; for. | 
they were his Property, Andatf he indulged unto *! 
Men ſuch varicty of them to be ſlain for their Food, *' 
he might ſurely be allowed ſome ſorts of them to: j 
be ſlain for his own Worſhip, Eſpecially, ſince this: } 
way, through his infinite Goodneſs, they were more | 
uſeful to Mans Welfare , than either while they: | 
were killed for Food, or kept alive for Service. In | 
other caſes God had taken care By his Laws for |} 
Mercy to be ſhew*'d to them : And while they were 
flaughter?d for ſuch excellent Ends, and-made 1n- 
ſtrumental in the doing ſuch ſignal Services both to 
the Glory of God, and the Good of Men, the pain 
they ſuffer*'d laid a great Honour upon them, 
though they were below the Capacity of under- 
ſtanding 1t, Yea further; ſo far mezcifal were 
theſe Laws to theſe Creatures, that only the Blood 
of ſuch was called for,.as would otherwiſe Pon 
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ſome time or She nes how a Killed FP Ns 


And herein they- were favourable to Mes: likewiſe ; 


it that they; required not ſuch. Sacrifices as; fot 


rarcneG,. ſhauld be far and wide ſought: after; nor 
ſuch as by their fiercenels might.endanget thoſe that 
-anght them; But home-bred-and quiet Oxen and 
Sheep ; innocent, and not rare, Turtle-Doves'and 
pidgeons were thoſe which God was pleaſed to or- 


: der for Himſelf. 


-Theoph. You have taken away my Scruples as to 


bY thoſe Laws which might ſeem to carry ſomething 
of Cruelty in them : I deſire you would do the like 
for me in relation to thoſe Laws, which, thongh not 
Cruel, did ſeem to proceed from'the' wil. of God us he 
#r Swpream;, without any' diſcernable Reaſon for theit 


bring enjoywd;, and conſequently without any Love 
to: his Creatures: For Love isto be found only in 
thoſe Laws; where good Reaſon can be given why 
Efuch. and ſuch things are commanded or forbidden + 

_ only #boſe Laws are WORy to be loved: by 


pro ® But that He, Theophilus, mhe; is invoitaly 


| a Wiſe, did give Laws without Reaſon ; and exerted 


hisWill, as he was Supream; with no: reſpect; to his 
Wiſdom,' there'is none; ſure, can; with-any ſhew of 
Reaſon or. Wildom, imagine.” And though We, 
ho are: at ſuch a diſtance fromithe Jewiſh Times, 
annot prefently' find why:God enjoyn'd ſuch and 
uch things, it:will yet be:.raſh to ſay, ' that thoſe 
who'lived:near the! Days wheri theſe Laws were gl 
1;: were-ignorant of the Revfons! for which: they 
vere pivett.. - 
If ſome of theſe Laws were made. directly Bn- 
rary to the yain Cuſtoms of'the: Neighbouring Na- 
LOWE, eſpecially: ofi the Zabit:; ' abs ! did fecure the 
iraelitesfromthe Su crſtitions and Idolatries which 
hoſe were guilty of , it was a good Reaſon why 
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they were:enjoyn'd.” © And this ſeems to, have been 
done, Lev.4s. 2, 3 After the Doings of the Land of 
Feypt: wherein ye dwelt, ſhall ye not do ;, and aftet the 
Doings of tbe Eandiof FF; whither F bring you 
ſhall ye not do: Te ſhall do MY "6 pporh and (wt 
MINE Ordinances; to wit, as being flatly oppoſite | 
to the Rites and Cuſtoms of Egypt and Canaan. And | 
though ſome of thofe things were neither good nor | 
ill inthemſelves; yer, either as they were uſed amiſs | 
by thofe Nations, or might open a Door to worte : 
things 1n the {ractites, God, who had eſpouſed this 
Pecopte to Himtfelf as 'to an Husband , might take 
away alF Occaſions that might rempt them to Un- 
aithfulnef towards him: And therefore gave thele 
Laws-ynto thewn. Neither is it altogether impto- 
bable,that;: im many of theſe Laws, there was a My- 
ſterious Senfe ,, which among ſome other Reaſons 
might have a place for. ohe,. For why might not 
Simplicity in Manners, and a Freedonr fron Mix- 
tures in Religion, be ſigmfied by not ploughing with 
an Ox and an Als together z and not wearing Wool- } 
len-aml Linnen in the-ſame Veſture? And'in ſome | 
of, thoſe Creatures prohibited for Food, why might 
there:not be a Caution againſt thoſe Human Vices 
which ſeemed to be:CharaCter'd in'them ? As Pu- 
ſillanimity.in the Hare; Filthineſs in the Swine ; Ig- 
nNOrange in the Owl; Rapine in the Hawk, and ſuch 
fike. - It doth- not follow , beeauſe we cannot in- 
ſtance;- in the like manner, .n all the: reſt of thoſe 
Creatures which are forbidden, that there: 1s there- 
fore. no ;Ground:for ſuch: Reaſon in thoſe. we: have 
= ook And though the People of the Jews were 
; veſt dull and carnal ;- yet that they wasſo dull agd 
carnal as-not to. diſcern: Nach a meaning in the Pro- 
hibjtions 3 and thar therefore there were. no, ſuclt 
20 alles, 1n the. Prohibitions , 4 Is GY RG 
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 andof Difobedtence thereunto. © 21 
Beſides, -God:; poſſibly might, /1n-ſome of theſe 


Laws, not give 4 Reaſon, that they might the more 
ſurely be obſerved. _ For. ſomtimes when the Rea- 
fon of Laws is. known, ſome Menarejapt-to think, 
that if they can obtain the End without keeping the 


Law, if is no-matter if: they break it. And this, 
one. well repreſents inthe Law of Det. 17. 17; He 
ſhall not multiply Wines, that. hiscHeart turn not away ; 


But Solomon ſaid, I mill multiply Wiyes, and mine 
Heart ſhall not, be tyraed away... But it is wruren 
tafterwards, That: bis; Wives turn'd away bus Heart, 
God will not; therefore, -in.ſome of ' his Laws, give 
an: open-Reaſon. for, their being enjoyn*d, becauſe 
Men may thereby. reſign up, their Underſtandings 


to Him, and not fruſtrate. his Commands by ways 


of their. own,, _  - And yet-thinmay with Truth 
be faid, :;T'hat, Thoſe Laws ;Þ for: which there 1S-.:no 


particular Reaſon given, and which , in them- 
{ves , conſidered, | do! [include-'ro- real Good. 
neſs;, God gig, .in-;great .meaſure,' order for the 
better. promoting.of Obedience in general:to thoſe Laws, 


NE" 


Ewhich are in their own Nature truly good, andap- 


And this He did by ſuting thoſo ſubordinate. Laws, in 
many. Things,. to: the Temper of. that, People, and 
the Times, and Chmate in. which they lived : Who, 
bad. they not been: continuallyenyred to Obedience 


n theſe ſmaller things, wonl@Maye been diſobcdieng 


: De rently-1nclude Reaſons for their being obſleryed. 


k Ly 


.: Yea, and ſome of theſe Laws of which no. cer; 
ta1h account can be given, might be fitted for their 
 emper.; another way alſo, -It. bath been: noted, 
that as the. Jews, and ſome other Eaſtern Nations, 
were more than ordinary inclined to the Leproſie, 
JO the eating of Swines Fleſh did much increaſe it. 
nd. if, in this Inſtance, .Gad-was' their Phyſician 
as well as Lawgiyer, by. making their Religion in; 
"2 9 ng ſtruments] 


3 


22 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 


ſtrumental to their Health, it wHl not He .unreaſdn- 
able to think that; in ſome other things of 'the Uiks 
Rank, he might be'ſo too. In th&Commands ton. 
cerning the Diſeaſe but now menti6ned , ," it voy 
ſeem he was. For it is hard topiye any other Re 
ſon. why a Perſon,” whoſe' Fleſh is covertd all over 
with the Leprofie, ſhould be pronotenctl clean,” and | 
another, who had any rai; or Vive- fleſh" wot overſpreat] 
with it, ſhould be xnclean, CLevit. 13. 12.) unleſs 
It were that the power of infe&ion' had ceafed mn 
the former, and didreontinue ifh'the Tater,  * 

I doubt not, Theophilus, but our Pfalmift and hol 
Men under Moſes, ſiw more things" belonging! to 
theſe Laws, than any now adays-are able to ih 
ſtance in. But theſe may take off the force of wht 
you urged againſt: them, as to their want? of Rea? 
ſons, and, 1n that reſpect, as to their" waht of Ex- 
cellencies. 

Theepb. 1 willingly yield what- deed I cannot 
deny to theſe Laws : And deſire'you- will deal” by 
my laſt ObjeCtion as you have done by: the foregoing 
ONES. 

Eabul. If 1 forget n not, It was this: That the 
Precepts, which require Fi exr, are ſoch asare enforce 
#pon the account that God is Terrible ,, and where 10 
great Terribleneſs is at the bottom-bf gr Laws 
the Loyeto them muſh needs be the Jeſs; 
Love caſteth out Fear.” 

I muſt confeſs that God, in the on Rune 
did often manifeſt himſelf in fuch a'mianner as mitg] 

throw a Terrour into Men: And even'at the givin 
of the Law in Mount Sinai, there-were Thendrings 
and Lightnings, . and the Noiſe of the Trumpet, and't e 
Mountain ſmoaking, All which might ſtrike a Terroxr 3 
and did ſtrike ſo great an one into the ooh rhat 
they deſired Moſes to ſpeak wnto them, and they would 


pear 3 but ſouls God ſpeak, unto them, they font v 
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-But though this were. #4, yet we may ds ſay, 


| That God thoſe this way, by reaſon of the ifle-x- 
= ;ib/: Nature of the People, whom more mild and 
| gentle Methods would not {fo well - have prevaiPd 
| upon. How often, in Scripture, are they called 4 


| ſtiff=necked People ? - ' And therefore they were to be 


' trained under the Law as nnder 4 Schogl-maſter;, not 


being as yet fit- for the higheſt things, but, as it 


| were, ih the loweſt Form, Their Duty of Fearing 
| God they are to be excited unto by Means that re- 


preſented God Terrible, or they would not have 


feared him at all. 


Hereupon thoſe that knew the great Love of God 


| to his People, (who, rather than He would loſe 
| Them, or They \l ould caſt Hine off, would uſe the 


more ſevere Methods for the keeping ther in their 
Duty, and the fitting them for his Favour,) might 
well love the Law that enjoyn'd theFearing of God, 
and the way: allo that enforcedait. 


- But yet the Methods which ſtruck ſuch Terrour, 


of God was pleaſed ! uſe only upon fome ſpecial Oc- 
| calions ;- and he often, if not always, intermixed 
| with them Means which were more gentle ; that 
_ this Fear might not be the Fear of a Slave or Cap- 


tive to his Tyrant, but of a Subject to his Prince ; 
who looks after thoſe under him with Care and Love, 
though he ſometimes injeQs a Dread into them by 
his Majeſty. And this is very remarkable even in 
the giving of the Law, when, as we ſaid, God ma- 
nifeſted his Terrours. The Preface tothe Decilogue 
remembers the Iſraclites of his great Kindneſles to 
them; IT am the Lord that brought thee ont of the Land 
of Feypt, ont of the Honſe of Bondage, And in the Se- 
cond Commandinent, his viſiting the Tniquity of the 
F athers upon the Children, unto the third and fourth 
Generayiny of rboſe thas bate bim, is abyndantly 0O'tbs 
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weigh'd by his Sarde Me anto dabade in. then 
that love him, and keep bis Commandments. © * ' 
Some indeed there have been, who have not ap- 
proved of any Prologue to be put. before Laws, or 
any perſuaſives to be mingled with them; it 
the part of a Lawgiver by Authority to en 
and not by argumengs to perſuade. But though God. } 
| hath more Power than all other Lawgivers z 2nd 
hath a Will infinitely more perfect than-theirs; and 
conſequently might give his Laws in the molt, pe 
remptory manner ; yet he was pleaſed to make = 
for them into the Hearts of his People,” by Love as 
well as Fear ; that as the careleſs might be affrighted, 
ſo the more ingenuous might be allured ; and none 
kept back from Obedience, -either by. preſumption 
or diſcouragement, I might inſtancein many places 
of Scripture pertinent hereunto ;, but I will do it only 
In two, where God is faid to be Terrible. The for+ 
mer is in Det. 10.,17, 18. The Lord your Gol is 
God of Gods, and Lord of Lords, a Mighty and Ter- 
rible God, But then the very next words are; He doth 
execute the Fudgment of the F atherleſ7 and the Widom, 
and /oveth the $ ranger in giving bim Food and Raiment. 
The other place is in Nebemiab, Chap. 1.5. O Lord 
of Heaven ,. the great and TERRIBLE God, | that 
keepeth COVENANT aud MERCY to them that Love 
5 and obſerve his Commandinents. How 1s. his 
Terribleneſs here. mitigated, yea, ſet off, and made; 
| Lovely by his Goodneſs and Mercy ? And what bet- 
ter Comment can wegive of theſe Scriptures, (and 
many others not unlike them,) than: that of David, 
Pfal. 130. 4. There is. Mercy with Thee, that thou 


lo mmayeſ GiFemred, Though there bath been a Strong 


Wind that rent the hn and: brake 1n pieces 
the Rocks; though an Earthquake there were, and 
aſter that a Fire, yet God was not ſo much in any of 
theſe ; or, at leaſt, delighted not ſo much to. be in 
theſe, as in the ſtil ſmgl ae: i And 
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And this, I think, may by ſufficient for your Ob- 
jection; andalſo for the Laws which require Duties 
tc God asa-Prince and Lawgiver, Better Laws, and 
better grounds for their obſervance, could- not be 
wiſh'd 3 and ſo they might well be Loved.!: © 
Theoph, Pray, Enbulw, proceed to thoſe Laws, 
which require Duties from M en,” oneto anotber, : Which, 
7 well remember,-you would.have to be conſidered in 
the next place, to thoſe Laws which reſpected the. 
Duties to God-inunediately. : 
 - Eubal. 'For.the welfare of Soaiery, 2 Rational Man 
yould deſire, that there ſhould he Honour aid Reſpect 
ſhew?d-unto Syperiours, by thoſe that are below thers ;, 
and that there ſhaquld not b e oppreſſiongud ill-nature 
towards Inferiours; from thoſh that are above them; - 
Hut that Righteouſneſs and Kindneſs ſhould be exer- 
cied unto all.: :: '; | 
L-. ow:heſeexcellent things areall ſtrictly en jonrd 
i THO _ FH dReſpeft 
* of Honour an to Superiours, - 
3 the Fifth.. Command. ſufficiently  FEQUIFES::1\1 Honor 
by Father end by Mother; i. c, all tholwbo being: in” 
7 Placeor Authority above thee, are, ina largen.$eale,) 
Fathers. and:\Mothers. ,.'And' fince- Authority and 
Dignity were bribiſcated] in,/ and did arife from; xr 
Which was Patefnal, I ſuppoſe that therefa eFarher- 
4 ang Mother areipat for all Superiours.. ;' ' - © f, 
|: And,-under>the Word: Honour; are ADE 
al thoſe Duties, which, in any Circumſtarices,, are; 
in right Reaſon, to be hen frommeaner Perſonst9. 
thoſe that a are:above' them.;': which Circumſtances: 
may, ppen occaſion, he better conceived, than T6; | 
at the preſent, diſcourſed of; + | 
| For Superiours not oppreſling thoſewho.are Infe-. 
| feriour. by uſing their. Powerto the depriving them 
of what 1s theirs, 'the Tenth Commandment is, by. 
w_ conſ _ Aa TR Lane They are therein - 
If {# \' © p F Tum — 
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forbid t0 Covet any thing ; much leſs then are they to 
take by force that which is their Neighbours; and 
the meaner ſort, ſurely, may bear the Name of 
Neighbour to thoſe who are higher. 

But there is an expreſs Precept, Levi. 25. 17, 
You ſhall not oppreſs one another ;, no not 'a Stranger ; 
Chap. 22. 17. No nor 4 Servant that is eſcaped from 
an bard Maſter; Deut, 23. .16, Nor put thine Hand 
from bim ; northine Eye againft bim, Chap. 15. 9.9. | 

Yea, Excellent Laws were made for pood Deeds | 
to be doneunto them. The Corxers of the CR were 
ot to be fully Reaped ;, nor the Gleanings of theV image 
ta be ke oy left fov them, Levit. 18. Wis. 
ſoever grew every Seventh year was not to be inhed s 
and a Releaſe was olſs then to be made of alt Debts, 1.e.- 
of all Debts owing by the Poor totheRich.Andleſt a 
Man ſhould, from the thoughts of this yearsReleafe, 

* be the more ſtrait-handedtohis poor Brother, there 
is 1s a ſpecial caution given inthis point,. Det. ' y. 
- Beware that there be xt a thought in #ywickel Heart 
ſaying," the Sevemb' year; #bv.year of Reltaſt is at band; 
and thine Eye be evil againſt thy poor: Byather, thou foals 


ſurely give bin,” 


- "and; atthe year of Fubile, .(whicitvasiey ry Fif- 


” 


tieth year,) there wasuv Univerſal Freedomand Joy, 


every 'Manmightreturn'to; his Poſſeſſion; and every 
Servant to his own Family, Yea, this year, av it ex- 
preſſed'the greateſt: Mercy: and Gladneſfs when it 
- came, ſ6ir ſtretched forth Righteouſneſs and Mercy: 
to all other the years,For:thus it is, Lev.25: According: 
to the'number of years after the Fubile, thox ſhalt buy of 
thy Neighbour; and according to the number of the Fruits 
be ſhall ſell unto thee, according tothe multitude of, years, 
thouſhalt encreaſe the price thereof ;, and according to the 
fewneſs'of years, thou ſhalt diminiſh #he price thereof 7, ye 
{hall not therefore oppreſs one anather > but thou ſhalt fear 
te Lord Why God. oo oo by 
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- And th 10 = 2 Perſons were UPGn oC» 

| Efiga T0 _ Love and Kiridneſles , 'and: to; bave 
| theur ſhew?d back' again Xo themſelves. ; And by 
fuch ARsas'thelt ; as alfo'by-the abſtainmg from 
Adulteries-, + Thefts, Fabſe-Teftumames , = ſach 


like Y'A&lons,bociety was tp be kept upand Righ.. . 


teouſneſs and Peace maintain'd. 
_ It is, 'Theophils,” delightful ro conſider, haw by 
Laws, eventowardsBeaſts, Birds, and Trees: 'God 
minded his People of a kind.and good deportment 
one towhuds: :aqother. The Ewe aud ber Lamb were 
wot to killed Dith in one day, Levit 22.28." Neither 
was +þe '9Id Bird'to be Ws with ber Eggs or Young, 
but #2 4 ary pit 20 be' let it might he well with 
them, Dan, 22.6. ouch foeming Gre Cruelty maſt not 
be committed as #9 ſeethe @ Kid inits Mothers Milk, 
Exod. 29: #1 "Abd _=_ 6 BrakeT wvey (though in a 
Joe: be ces, but 
aſe t | s IH ” Life of Man, ; tcl 
20: 19." ry Way: do'theſe tic prra 
anting of gn od Natureand ſociable Virtues, 
lurely, ſich [aws'ns theſe might well have-the Ex. 
preſſion of :Dove>towards on. Confider; Theo- 
Mb) "a" Contmenwealth well;governtd,..{as. he 
of the Jews was, and'all Happineſs: ng me 
it; (as ts That there did;y 4 BY tell me, 
Laws be nof worthy tobe rg - 
1 OneLawindeet there was which the Jews $a 
wards com laind of, as bringing them-into: great. 


Stfaits and? les; viz; That which commanded 


tbeir Ground 08 to be, Tilled, and- their Increaſe not 40 
be gathered by the Owner every ſeventh year, For fince 
Pecuniary Fributs were-exacted of them, and their 
Fickd-encreaſes were the Foundation of their Coin, 


they found themſelves, when their Crops were not © 


Drovght. home, to be, in great meaſure, ; 
| ox 
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for the anſwering ſych Taxations. And therefore 
when. Alexander the Great at Feruſalem, had learnt: 
out of Daxiel's Propheſie that the Perfian Empire | 
ſhould be overthrown by a Man that was a Greek, | 
and thereypon, as perſuaded that Himſelf was the 
Perſon, had bid the Fews ask of him ſome great 
Boon, they ſignified to him that a greater Privilege 
could not be granted them, than the being freed # 
from the ſeventh years Tribute z which Requeſt | 
they obtain*d of him. : 
But though this Law proved heavy to them, yet 
31t was not from ary defect in the Inſtitution, but 
from their Sins ; By theſe they forfeited God's Fa- 
your, and gave him cauſe to turn that Law into their 
Puniſhment, which he firſt made for the exerciſe of 
Mercy.among themſelves, aud for the manifeſting 
of his own'Power and Goodneſs towards them. For 
thus we find it, Lev. 25. 20, 21, 22. If ye ſhall ſay, 
What ſhall we eat the ſeventh year ? behold, we ſhall 
not ſorp, nor gather 'in our encregly; then I will com- 
mand my Bleſſing upon you in tbe'rxth year, and it ſhall 
bring forth fruit for three years, And ye (ball ſow the 
eighth year , and eat yet of old fruit the ninth year 5 
sentil her fruits come in'; ye ſhall eat of | the, old ftore. 
If their:Land fail'd of its Fertility, 4 f-nitfiul Land 
Ww4s AP into Barrenneſs oh the Wickedueſs' of them 
that dwelt therein: According as it wasexpreſly fore- 
told, Lev. 26. 20. If you goed net bearken unto me, 
your. & Ws ſhall uot yield ber Increaſe, nor tbe Trees 
their Frutt. 

 Hitherto of the Laws which reſpefed the Jews 
from one another. 

As to the Laws which related to Themſelves in 
their own Perſons, I will fay only this, (and it. is 
enough to ſhew an amiable Excellence i in them,YJviz. 
That they are ſuch as makea Man calm in hisBreaſt, 
and ſong in his Body. Thos ſhalt love thy Neigh- 
bouy 


and of Diſobedience thereutiro! 29 * 


| bour as thy ſelf , ſuppoſeth that a Man is to love 
= Himſelf; and the Suppolition is built vpon, and 1s 
== as valid as a Law : A more benign Law than which 
what Man is if-can deſire? He is hereby not to 
| torture himſelf by Anxious Cares and. Envious 
Thoughts. He is engaged likewiſe nor to impair 
| his Health by any manner of Exceis; for, in doing 
either the one or the other, he would not: be his 
XX own Friend, nor loye himſelf, And this hath an 
FX excellent tendency to: Friendſhip abroad alſo. He, 
== who loves himſelf ſo well as not to envy others; 
| will by others not be envied but loved, And He, 
| who for his own Welfare will be temperate and 
| + fober, is rightly fitted for the. being faithful, and 
| for the having Truſt repoſed in him. FE. « 
| Andthus, Theophilus, we have briefly run through 
theſe Laws, And if you conſider them as to the ' 
| Aral part, they naturally tend to the eſtabliſhing 
2X of aPeople in Peace and Proſperity : And may there- 
2X fore deſervedly be loved. And if you conſider theny 
= altogether, they had ſome things from without, that 
= might preſerve Mens Loye towards them from 
*X growing Faint, viz. Gods eſpecial promiſe of Earth- 
= ly Rewards, and his immediate Prote&ion. If thow 
5 Salt bearken unto the Voice of the Lord, to obſerve and 
BY do all bi Commandments, the Lord ſhall command the 
= blefing upon thee in thy Store Houſes, and in all that 
' thou ſetteſ# thy Hand unto: And be ſhall bleſs thee in the 
' Land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. He ſpall 
give thee R ginin due ſeaſon to multiply thy Corn, and thy 
| Fines ſo much that the Threſhing ſhall zeach unto the 
Vintage; and the Vintage reach unto the Plonghing ; 
and thou ſhalt dwell ſafely in thy Laxd : And fo ſignal 


was this ſafety which they enjoyed, that when, for 

| the Worfſhipping of God, all the Males were fre- _. 

| . wages to repair” to Feraſalem, thought their Bor- | * 
Gers were . left Naked, and detenceleſs; yet never. 
0. | did. 
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did their Enemies take that opportunity either to.ut- 
vade, or any way moleft them: According to that 
Word of Exod. 34.24. Newther ſhall any man Fork thy 
' Land, when thou ſhalt go up to appear before the Lord 
tby God thrice in the year. 
And leſt their Love to theſe Laws ſhould, from 
Fartkly Proſperity, ſink, zuto Careleſneſs, (as world- 
ly Bleſſings make oftentumes even that. Obedience to 
be forgotten, for which they were fent as a Reward,) 
it was kept awake, and tavght to be Reverentlal by 
ſome miraculous things which atrended theſe Laws. 
Such were the Trim and the Thummeim onthe Brealts 
plate of the High-Prieſt z which, when confulted by 
meet Perſons, on weighty concerns,. did by a_won- * 
hy power afford anſwers : The Ark of the Tefti+ 
xy from which Oracles were given by, an audible 
Voice The Sacred Fire of the Altar, Sick falling, 
aS it were, like a Lion on the Sacrifices, preſent- 


ly conſumed them. The appearance of a Cloud ſom- 
times on the Tabernacle , and afterivard on the 
Temple; to which we may addthe open and remark. 
ble effetis of Gods Power manifeſt in Battles; and in 
particular Revenges from Heaven upon preſumptu= 
ous Sinners. God would not have done ſo-wondrouſ- 
ly in relatio of to his Laws, had they not-been of very 


highaccount with him; and this might well 'keep up 
Life and Vigour in Conſidering and Devout Mens 
Love towards them. 

[ have, Theophilus, in my ſpeaking to theſe Laws, 
aked of you, what, in Right. Reaſon, and accor- 
ding to a perfect Harmony of Things, you would 
bave the Duties towards a Prince and Lawgiver to. 
be. And I have ventured to ſay, that a Rational 
Man, for the Welfare: of Society, would wiſh for 
ſach and ſuch Laws. And this I think 1 might well 
do, withour offering any injury to theſe Laws, by. 
making Human Reaſon to be the Judge of thems 

For 
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For they are rightly agreeable to our Nature, and 
the true Sentiments thereof, Bat though they are 
D, and by all muſt be acknowledg'd ſotobe, yet no. 
Yation on Earth was ſo: happy as to have them fo 
eſtabliſhed: as the Jews had, Hereupon it 1s faid, 
Dent. '4,, 6, Keep, ye theſs Statmtes, and dotheſe Fudg- 
ments, for this is your Wiſdom and Underſtanding in 
tbe fight of the Nations, which ſhall bear all theſe $ta- 
tztes, and: ſay, Surely thus great Nation is a Wiſe and 
Underſtanding People, for what Nation is there ſo preat, 
which bath Statutes and Judgments ſo Righteous as all 
this Law which I ſet before you this Day? And very 
obſervable it is, as to what L have been ſpeaking, v1z. 
 Thatintimes of Captivity, when the Laws of the 
| Conquer?d are uſually changed, if not-wholly de- 
ſtroyed by the Conquerours, theſe Laws found ſuch 
favour abroad, that they were never as to any part 
of themalter?d: And that the Jewiſh Nation lived to 
# ſee the Periods of three noted Monarchies ſucceeding 
one another ; and,in an uninterrupted Line.did itfelf 
continue ſt1]l the ſame ; flouriſhing and happy, unlets - 
| when careleſs and diſobedient 3 cannot be aſcribed ro 
| any thing but the Excellency of theſe Laws, and Gods 
| more than ordinary Bleſling attending them. 
| All which things, Theopbils, being rightly weigh- 
ed, may ſhew forth the Madneſs of Marciou, and 
ſome others of the Gnoſtick Crew, who impiouſly 
| pronounced the God of the Old Teftamrnt to be an 
| Evil Oue, Moroſe and Cruel, and of a different Na- 
ture quite from him to whom the New Teſtament 
| belongeth. Although greater Love is difplay'd by. 
Chrift than under Moſes could be diſcern'd, yet that 
| the Old Law proceeded from a Good God, who was 
| Merciful and Graciow, and who made thoſe his Laws 
ſuitable'to the Jewiſh Nation, and pertinently fig- - 
nificant of better things to come, all certainly, who 
will be righteous and conſiderate in. their T— 
+ INY 
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tnuſt needs confeſs with a Deteſtation and Abhor- 
rence of ſuch Marcionitiſh Blaſphemy. 

- beopb. Bur ſince all thefe Laws (whether relating 

or Men,) are fo Excellent, and ſo Worthy 
co __ Loved, es doth St. Paw! call them ehe Mins. 
ftration of Death? 2 Cor, 3. 79 And why dotlr hes 
fay, be was alive without the Law once; but when the 
Commanament came, Sin Revived and be Dyed ? Rom, |! 

9. asIf he were the e's = the Law ; and might 
date his Death from it. Why, laſtly, doth S. Peter bs 
call the Mofaick Inſtitution a Toke, which xeitber we | 
nor our Fathers were ableto bear ? Ad. 15. 10. 

Ezbul. In anſwer to your firſt Scripture, wherein 
the Law is called the Minitration of Death; ſome un- 
derſtand it thus ; not as if the Law brought no Pri- 
viledges with it, or rather Death 5 but fo, as that } 
all the promiſes, which were made to the Obedi- 
ence of the Law, were fuch as had relation t#o ehis | 
Life only ;, and were all terminated in Death, And 
therefore, It is obſerved, that the Word Life, in all 
the Books of Moſes, is never taken otherwiſe then 
for this Temporal Life : And all the rewards are 
mention*d only under the Name of Temporal Blef- 
ſings, as may be ſeen in Dext, 28. and other places: 
Not (faith a Worthy Man of our own,) but that 
Ecernal Rewards were in good meaſure Revealed to 
ſome Excellent Perſons of Old ; and the frequenter 
afterwards as the coming of Chriſt drew nearer; but 
thefe Revelations hen youchſafed by God, under 
the Law, did not properly belong to the Law; -and, 
in [trictneſs of Speaking, were not of it. It wight 
therefore be well called the Miniſftration of Death, in 
caſe the Rewards belonging unto it had thus an end; 
and did ceaſe in Death. | 

However the Law might juſtly have.this Appella- 
tion, becauſe, (as I before mentioned,) in. the pri-. 
wary Sanction of it, Death was the Puniſhment 'of 

Diſobe- 
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Diſobedience. Curſed is every one, that continueth not 
in all things which are written in the Book of the Law 
to do them. And though God was pleaſed to mitts - 


gate this Severity, in allowing Sacrifices to be an 
| Expiation for ſome Sins, yet the great Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of the Law, how repentant ſoever the Com- 
mitters might be, found no ſuch favour. Only let- 
ſer Offences, and ſuch as proceeded from Impru- 
dence rather than Deſign, were thoſe for which Sa- 
crifices were indulg?d : Whilſt, the Sonls that did 
ought preſumptuouſly, whether Strangers, or born inthe 
Land, were to be cut off from among the People, Numb. 
15. 39,31. Which (as It may ſeem,)) made David 
himtelf afterwards (with reſpeC to his Adultery 
and Murther,) to ſay. Th defireſt not Sacrifice, elſe 
would T1 glve it, Pſal. 51. There not being any 
Sacrifices provided for ſuch Sins. And hereupon 
the Law 1s called The Miniſftration of Death ; when 
yet to thoſe that were Obedient, the Priviledges it 
gave were many; and ſo, for thoſe, as for the Ex- 
cellency, which, in itſelf, it had, might be lo- 
ved. 

That other Scripture, to wit, 1 was alive with- 
| out the Law once: but when the Commandment came 
| Sin revived, and 1 died: We (if we take it as ſpo- 
| Ken in the Perſon of the Apoſtle, and not rather, 
| by a Figure, for others,) are not ſo to underſtand 
| It, as if he were the worſe for the Law, and might 
date his Death from it ; But thus, While he look'd 
upon himſelf, and his own Actions, without a due 
Examination of them , according to the exaCtneſs 
| of the Law, he might think himſelf to be in very 
| good plight, and free from danger. But when he 

compared his Actions and Performances with the 
| exceeding Accurateneſs of the Law. the Actions, 
| Which before look?d well, appear*d ſinful 3 and he 
| law his Danger and Demerits to be very great. 

" Where- 
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Whereas tbe Law in itſelf was boly ; and the Com- 
mandment ba'y, and juſt, and pood, and ſo, for its 
own worth, might be loved. | 
Y Your laſt Scripture is this; vis. That the Mo- 
 faick Law 1s termed A Toke, which neither We nor 
4 our Fathers were able to bear. 

To this it may be replyed ; "That we are not to 
take theſe wards in a ſtrict ſenſe, as if the Apo- 
ftles and Jews could not bear that Yoke, but thus, 
They could not bear it without difficulty, For we 
know that they had born it,. for many Generations, 
fiom the time of Moſes to that day. 

Beſides, Neither was it a Yoke abſolutely conſi- 
der?d. For God, in the giving of theſe Laws, did 
(as a great Man inter pits It,) Teomporar,. Als 13. 
13. bear with ſome of their Manners,* which the 
nſe of thoſe Times had taught them ; and made his 
Sanctions ſuitable, in many things, to their being 
nnder-age, 2S it were, and too weak, as yet, for 
more perfect Inſtitutions. | 

But it is therefore term?d A Toke, with reference 
to that Freedom, and thoſe very great Priviledges 
which are brought unto us by Chriſt. In Compari- 
ſon of Thele.it is little better than a Bondage : When 
yet before, it was a great Hoxour to the Jews; and 
inch as They only had a ſhare in : The Heathens, as 
they were Heathens, having nothing to do. 1n it. 

* Youhave, 7heophilus,, what at preſent I think may 
be renlyed to the Scriptures you brought. Your- 
feif could, poſſibly, to your own Satisfaction, better 
have anſwered them : But if you are any way plea- 

ted with what I have ſaid, and can reap though 

— but the leaſt of that Spiritual Advantage, you, in 
the beginning of our Diſcourſe, ſpake of, 1 ſhall ! 
* the leſs ſolicitous for the excuſing of my Fal- 
hures. 
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The Contents: 


HE Indutements that Chriſtians have to 
Lobe the Divine Law. Love was the 
ing canſe of our gc our Law- 

giver, The Great Y of our Lawgivers. 
Perſon. All the troubleſome Ceremonies of 
| the Old Law are done away by the Laws of our 
Lord ; and this, not by bis Will alone, but 
by the admiruble manifeſtation of his Good- 
neſs and Wiſdom: How the Jews urging the 
Everlaſtingneſs of their Law is lev Teas 
anſwered 5 and how their way of Speaking is 
Corretted; when they ſay our Lawpiver bath 
vilified and deſtroy'd their Laws. Only ſuch. 
Laws are exjoyn d by our Lord,as have in then 
an Intrinſick Goodneſs, or elſe are. for Ends 
abſolutely Good ; and ſuch as are diſternable 
by every one. Though the Jews had ſome, 
Inferiour Laws ſuted to their Temper and 
Climate, which did the better fit thens for the 
obſertiance of thoſe Laws which were Moral; 
yet we have not the leſs reaſon” to Love the 
Laws of our Lord becauſe they are all Good; 
Without any mixture of ſ wch Inferiour Laws; 
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Laws, which may be agreeable to different Cli- 
mates where Chriſtians Live, ana which ma 
promote the Precepts of our Lord, are not by 
thoſe Precepts excluded. Chriſtian Laws 
are ſuch als as-will, in our Obedience, wkch 
comply with our particular Way and 7 emper. 
' The Moral Laws which were given to the 
Jews, are by our Lord more fully and clearly 
given, The Laws that reſpeF# ourſelves are 
properly belong ing tothe New Teſtament : At 
leaſt, are there only diretiHly and _ 1njoy- 
#*d. The ObjcGion anſwer d, that ſo fab us 
the Chriſtian Law Ah: Leing more clearly gi- 
ven,that it requires us to admit of ſome things 
relating to Faith, which no one living can 
conceive how they ſhould be. The Reaſona- 


bleneſs of making our Unatrſtandings to yield 
to our Faith: 


—— 


THEOPHILUS. 


Am very glad, Exbulus, I have once more your 
good Company ; and from the privacy of the þ 
- Place, the calmneſs of the Weather, and the | 
eiſure you at preſent have, you will, I hope, 
g00n, where Yeſterday you lett off: For I have -a 
ercat deſire to hear the Indaucements, which Chriſtians 
kave to Love the Divine Law. 
7 | » 
EUBULYU Ss. 


| you deſire ſhall be complied with 3 not becauſe I 
think I can ſo much inform you; but becauſe 
thoſe things, which we already know, are _ _ 
Ive 
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Active upon us when we hear they are the Senti- 
ments of others; as well asour own, _ | 
 Theoph.. You will make whatever Truths, after 
this manner, ſhall be quickned in me, 'to belong to - 
yourſelf; as being Warered, at leaſt, if not-Plant-. 
ed by you, Beſides, fince the things that lie on-, 
Iy in our thoughts do not uſually ſo much: affect ys, 
as they do when we bring themoutinto Words, itis = 
| to be imagined, that yourſelf will not be whoily deſtl- =: 
Tute of benefit, while you are kind unto me.  _ * 
Eubul. Well then, with 'Prayers that 'it may be 
for the Ghoſtly Health of us'/both, we will proceed. 
The J1nducements,that Chriftians have for the Loving 
the Divine Law,, (which ax far greater than what the 
Jews had,) may, I preſume, be colletted from the 
conſideration of theſe things, vis. The Lawgiver; 
The Laws themſelves, and thoſe Motives which ars an-' 
acxed unto them, for the ſceuring of our Obedtence. 
' As to what concerns the: Lawgiver, it may yery 
much contribute to the Love of the Chriſtian 'Law, 
{ That Love was the moving Cauſe of bis becoming out 
| Lawpiver, rot os 35 17 
The Puniſhment which Mankind, for the breich 
| of the Command in Paradiſe, was from Gods Juſtice 
| to ſuffer, the Son of God was willing, in our Na- 
# Ture, to undergo himſelf, And though God the Fa- 


We ther, if he had ſo pleaſed might have refus'd thatany 


| ſhould hear the Puniſhment, beſides thoſe who had 

delerv'd it, (for the Law, when it is Trangreſs'd, 
| doth require that the Offenders ſhould ſuffer intheir Þ? 
own Perſons, The Soul that Sinneth it ſhall dye, ) yet - 
he was pleaſed to accept of his Son in our ſtead. Ac- 
counting the Reverence of his Laivs, whych, by the 
| Sins of Mankind had been Violated, to be ſuffici- 
| ently maintain'd by his Death, But on this condi-+ © © 

tion only would God accept of his Son to dye in our 
Room, that the Works of the Devil ſhould be de- 
> "03 ' ſtroy'd 
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ſtroy*d in us; and that we (as was but meet for us 
to do.) fhould endeavour after Holineſs of Life. * 
' TheSonof God therefore, that He might beour 
Propitiation, and that Ye might not be altogether 
unht to whom fo great Favours ſhould be ſhewn, 
cometh into the World to eſtabliſh and promote So- | 
briety, Righteouſneſs, and Godlineſs among Men. It +} 
Pitied him to ſee thoſe, whom he had Created in ſuch | 
an Eminent Rank of Beings, to wander in Darkneſs; | 
unable by all their Reaſonings to find obt thoſe things | 
| Fhat nearlieſt concerw'd them ;' and recommending, 
upon uncertain grotnds, thoſe that, in ſome faint 
meaſures, they did diſcern, ' He hereupon reduceth 
.them into right Paths; gwing' them a true ſight of | 
their wretched Eſtate; preſcribing an Exact Rule to 
Jive by ; and ſettling it on a ſtrong and ſure Foun- 
gation: - Not only as agteeable to Mans Reaſon, 
which, though ſomtimes right, is often dim and er- 
foneous 3 but as ſateable to the' Goodneſs of God, | 
which is abſolutely perfect ; as being the Dictate of | 
is Wiſdom, which cannot be deceived ; The re:olu- 
tion of his Will, which is moſt Holy; the Injuntion 
_ bf his Authority, which is moſt unqueſtionable 3 and 
the only way to a tfue and laſting Happineſs. Whence 
It is eaſſe to diſcern, that in infinite Love he gives his 
Laws unto us. And the fame Love, from which theſe 
Laws proceeded, ' did in an eminent manner confirm 
them, and teſtifie their being Divine, When he gave 
them, he aſcended into a Mount; and therein there was 
indeed ſome agreeableneſs betwixt the giving” of the 
Lax by Moſes, -and by Him. But this Mount did not 
Þurn with Fire; nor had it Blackneſs, and Darkneſs, 
and Tempeſt, asthe other had, to keep the People at 
a diſtance from him.” Neither were his Miracles of 
the ſeverer kind ; 'as thoſe of Old, for the moſt part, 
were. *' He,' by an Almighty Power, reſtored ſeve- 
Fal to Life; but* none ever ſuffered Death by him. 
TE 3 ; "1 _ & : ae Gs He : 
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and of Diſobedience thereunto. 39 I 


| He gave Health to more than a few; (for from him 
| the Blind received their fight, the Lame walked, the 
| Lepers were cleanſed, ) but he never hurt the Bodies 
| of any, that it might well be ſaid, He went abozt dy- 
ing good, But ſuch: a ſweet-natured Eſtabliſhment 
of his Laws we the leſs may wonder at, as being no 
more than what might well be expected, when ſuch 
infinite and unſpeakable Love had brought him 1n- 
to the World to give Laws. A very great InGuce- 
| ment ſure, for us to love thoſe Laws which were 
| bottom?*d on ſuch a tender AﬀeCtion to Mankind, + 
| Theoph. It is pity, that any ſhould be willing to 
| overthrow this ſo great Love in him who is our 
| Lawgiver, by ſaying, that it cannot conſiſt with the 
Divine Juſtice to puniſh an Innocent Perſon in the 
| Place of the Guilty : That by an At of Dominion 
| God laid 4fii4ion upon our Lord, but no Puniſh- 
| ment : That therefore Chriſt was not a Propitiation 
| for our Sins, and conſequently, that there 1s no ſuch 
| Love, as we talk of, at the bottom of theſe Laws. 
F Exubul. It is ſad, Theophilus, that any ſhould op- 
& polea Truth ſo evident, and advantageous. For is 
| It poſſible, that any thing ſhould be more plainly ſpo- 
| ken in Roly Writ, than that Chriſt ſuffered for our 
Sins, the Fuſt for the Unjuſt ? That he came to give 
7 his Life a Ranſom for many ? That he is the Pro- 
= pitiation for our Sins, and that in die time he Died 
for the Ungodly ? And can any thing be more ma- 
| Nifeſt, than that our Lords dying in our ſtead was @'? 
from his own Will > and was the a of one who © 
had a Power to do what he did; and of one wha 
{ could not fink under the Puniſhment, and alfo an © 
| act which is conducive to the beſt Ends .in the. 2 
World, the illuſtrating of the infinite Fuſtice of God +} 
in puniſhing Sin; of his infinite A ercy in ſaving Sins 3 
| xers3 and Of his #yſpeakable Wiſdom in doing it in Þ 
Auch a-way, which the Contrivances of Men and Ane | 3 
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_ gels could never have reached unto ? And ſince 
God's Dominion is ſo much pleaded in this matter 
for the avoiding the Name of Puniſhment, and ma- 
king 1t to be only AfﬀiCction, we may pertinently 


ask, Why by his Dominion he might not Peniſh an 


Innocent Perſon offering himſelf in the place of the 
Offenders, as well as throw Affitions upon. him, as 
great and acute as Puniſhment itſelf could be? And 
what difference is there to the Perſons Senſe who thus 
fuffereth, betwixt Afﬀfictions and Puniſhments? Sure- 
Iy, Theſe Men are very 1ll Aſſerters of the Divine 
Juſtice, who, while they deny that God may puniſh 


the Innocent inſtead of the Guilty , though from 
ſuch admirable Motives but now mentioned, dare, 


at the ſame time, make him to have laid the Tor- 
ments of the Croſs upon his beloved Son, without 
reſpect to any offence or fault in the leaſt. Which, 

how unworthy a thought of God is it? And how 
little are they Friends to the Sacred Laws, who 
thus deprive them. of their great Ornament, the 
wondertul Love in which they were founded ! 

Theoph, But leaving theſe Men (how Rational ſ0- 
ever they would be thought,) cum ratione ſua inſanire, 
if you have any thing more to ſay of this our Law- 
giver, pray, Exbulus, do It, 

Exbul, This, [ think, I may ſay truly ; That the 
Old Moſaick Law, and the Bleſſings accruing to the 
Jews thereby; were very much upon the Account 
of, and in order unto, our Lawgivers Coming in- 


ro the World. And whoſoever, throoghly inſtructed 
in Chriſtianity, will Ioox into the Jewiſh State, and 


the Laws and Cuſtoms of it , will without much 
difficulty find, that they were, for the moſt part, 
Types bg Repreſentations of him who was to come: 
And they did beroken, either the Excellency of his 
Perſon, or the Purity and Holineſs of his Laws, or 


the Way how he would be a Ranſom for us, or the: 


( bleſſed 
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bleſſed Liderty we ſhould-have vader his Govern-' 
ment; ſomthing or other” telating *unto- him was 
Nenified by them, asgmight-eaſily be ffiewed from 
their Prieſthood, Sattifices, Walhings , Jubiles ; 
from the Land to which they were brought , from 
the Perſon that brought 'them ; 'from' the Cj- 
tics 6f Refuge, and ſuch like, VVhich things do 
ſkew forth the Greatneſs of our Laweiver, 
(though, while on Earth He, for moſt Gracious: 
Ends, was, inappearanice, mean.) For what Man, 
ever before Him, was ſo Honour'd as to have the. 
State and Government of a great Nation, foro long 
a time, to be formed as a Prophecy of Him ? And 
though Greatneſs, as ſuch, is rathgg fitted to ſtrike 
a Reverence than to allure Aﬀectiohs, yet: it may 
allure them, when Majeſty and Love are equally 
mingled; 'and when our Lawgiver is Primanily, not 
more ſo by his Greatneſs, than by his Tenderneſs$ to-' 
wards Men. - 4 'S 
The &poſtle therefare to magnifie the GoſpeF 
and the 'Laws thereof, ſpeaks of them as given and 
declared by the Sox of God; God, ſaith he, who at 
ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpake tm time paſt 
 2nto our Fathers by the Prophets, bath, in theſe laſt 
aays, ſpoken unto us by his SON, whom be bath ap- 
pointed Heir of all things; by whom he made the Hea- 
vens, Heo. 1. 1, 2, AS much as to ſay, He hath 
ſpoken to us in a more Eminent manner thanever yet 
he hath done unto any. ' And Chap, 2. he gives Pre- 
| cedency to his Laws before the Law given on Mount 
S74az, upon the Account that THAT was ſpoken £4 
| Angels, THESE by the Lord, And by how muc| 
| the greater the Perſon is that ſpeaks, ſuppoſing the 
things he ſpeaks are in themſelves Good. '(as we 
| ſhall ſhew that His abſolutely are,) by ſo much the 
more ſhouſd the things ſpoken have our Obſervance 
and Eſteem, This is my beloved Sou, hear ye om 
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42 The Tous Natare ah os Divine Law, 


faid the Voice out of the Cloud at the Transfigura-' 
tion 3 when our Lawgiver did far exceed Moſes in' 
the Brightneſs of bis Face; and had Moſes himſelf, 
with El;as, Attendants upon hn, He it is, that hath 
the note of Excellence by S. Fobn,” Chap. 1 IS. 
vis. Whois in the Boſom of his Father, 3, e. Who, 
- aS neareſt unto him, knows his mind moſt of any ; 
Above All, heis to be heard. He alone is the Man, 
19 whom, fairh God, 1 am well pleaſed, w 6 Gus 
xox, 1 whom [I fully reſt; having made known my 
will unto him, ſoas that a further notice of it Is not 
to be expected; for to my full ſatisfaCtion, it is by 
him declared unto Mankind. 

Such conlidergtions of our Lawgiver may well 
EXCIte Our eſteet of his Laws; and we have great 
reaſon to Love them for the Givers Sake : Since ne. 
ver aly Laws were ſo much Honour'd, from Love 
and Greatneſs, as theſe were. 

| T»eophb. The things. which you have ſaid,are of na 
mean Concern and | wiſh,that they were entgrtain'd 
abroad with ſuch a Senſe, as they ought to be: Good 
Ewbulus, proceed to the couklerarion of the LAY 
themſelves. 

Exwbal. | will; and ſurely they well deſerve our . 
Love in theſe four reſpects. 

1. In-that all thoſe Troubleſom Ceremonies of 
the Old Law are done away; and that, in ſo excel- 
tent a manner. 

2. In that 'only ſuch Laws are enjoyned as have 
im them an intrin{ick Goodneſs z or elſe are for Ends 
abſolutely good ; and ſuch as are diſcernable by 
Every One. 

. In that thoſe Moral Laws which were given- 
to the Jews, are by our. Lord.more fully and clearly 
given, 

. In that from thele Lays we have's a fair way 
for 2 pardon of all Sins. © | / 1] 
Jl, if 
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s. In that all thoſe Troubleſom Ceremonies of the 
| Old Law are done away ; and that, 'in ſo excellent @ 
| panner. Let des! | Ls OO 
The Eighth Day doth not now ſhewus the Blood 
of our Children ; nor glve us an occaſion to pity 
them, from the pains. they endured, by a Knife or 
| ſharp Stone. - And how great theſe Pairs were, and 
| what the Soreneſ7, may be collected from the Story 
of the Shechemites , whom Simeon and Levi were. 
able to ſlay, Two Men,. a whole' City. Thoſe 
Numerous: Waſhings, 'which, upon' the. Tenching 
of Unclean Things, (and: thoſe Unclean Things fo 
| many,) were to be performed, are now at an end; 
There is now no being polluted'for many Days, or, 
until the Evening, ſeparated from the: Company of 
others; neither need we for every Sin of Ignorance 
go with a Goat unto the Temple for: Sacrifice : 
Which how. many muſt they have been , fince too 
| apt we are unawares to fall into Sin? Yea, a Pe- 
riod 1s put to all thoſe Sacrifices, which were con- 
tinually offered up. Us 
Theſe things had indeed good Reaſons (as. hath 
been faid,) for their being enjoyn'd to the Jews. 
But it muſt be confeſſed that, as to their Number 
and Nature, they were tedious and burdenſom. 
'T here was ſomthing in the whole Oeconomy itſelf, 
that (in the Apoſtles -word, Heb. $.7,) was not 
&uum]oy, free from blame. And though it ſerv'd 
well for a time, yet Men, in after-Ages, when their 
Underſtandings were 'adult, and their Reaſon im.  - 
proved, were capable of better things than ſach 
«v1 x) ala wings, as St, Pax] termeth them, 


weak, and begperly Elements, - = 3 
| Now, had God done them, or the-more uneaſie _,: 
part of them, 'away,” by. his il! only, without any : 
vilible Effects of his Wiſdom in their being aboliſh-, 
cd 7 it would have been a great Favour _—_ 


44 The True Watnre of the Divine Law, 


But that they All ſhould ceaſe, by being improved 
into preater Excellencies : That Circumciſian., ab it 
mark?d the Jews for Gods People, ſhould be-at an 
end, by all the Kingdoms of 'the World becoming the 
Kingdoms of the Lord: That, as it imported Puri- 
ty and Chaſtneſs, it ſhould 'be raiſed into the Spi- 
ritual Circumciſion of the Heart, and the daily cut- 
ting off (as it were,) all impure and corrupt Aﬀe- 
ions: That as it was a ſign of the Promiſed Seed, 
it ſhould end in-His Wonderfully being Born, who 
is the Everlaſting Perfection of it : That fo many 
Allufions and Sprinklings ſhould terminate in the in- 
ward Cleanneſs of the Soul and Conſcience ; ſo. as 
that there ſhould be no further need of ſach things 
to denote it : That extraordinary Sacrifices ſhould 
be finiſhed by the Lamb of God's offering up him- 
ſelf once for-all ; appeaſing, by his pretious Blood, 
his Fathers Wrath ; ſatisfying his Juſtice, and purg- 
ing away our Sins : That ordinary Sacrifices ſhould 
be no more, . through our Bodies and Souls being 
preſented daily unto God a Living Sacrifice, all boly, 
acceptable, and rational Service : That all thoſe Ce- 
remonmtes, Theophilus, ſhould in {40 admirable a man- 
ner be cancell'd, is an high Demonſtration of Gods 
Wiſdom, and the greateſt Expreſſion of his Love 
to us. And therefore his Laws, ſo excellently freed 
from ſuch Troubleſom Rites, may very much engage 
our Love, -_.. | 24 

Theaph. What you ſay,as it may much engage our 
Love to the Chriſtian Law, ſo, methinks, 1t affords 
a good Anſwer to the Jews, who urge that their 
Laws are, in Holy Writ, [{tyled Everlaſting, and Ordi- 
Hances for ever :, and ſo cannot be thought to ceaſe 
ſo long as the World ftands. And it alſo may cor- 
rect their way of ſpeaking, when they fay'our Lord 
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. , hath vilified and deſtroyed thoſe their Laws. 
. | y  Embul, Pray 
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Enubat: Pray go on, and ſhew how i in, both, 

Theoph,. Some Things:heing ſaid to-be Everlaſt- 
10g hos for ever, lenttatinon only their Duration ſo 
-=S till their Nature: cannat extend them to a fur- 
ther lepgth. Thus I/as. 34. 10. The Fire is ſaid to 
burn for ever, which ſhall not be quenched before it 
hath conſumed. all the Magter in hich it burneth. 
Solikewiſe Det. LE ," A Servant ts {aid to be a 
Servant for ever ;, 5o long as till the Year of Ju- 
bile ſhould free i; : "Before chat timehe muſt not 
think to leave his Maſter. 

| And not impertinent to what we are now ſpeaks 
ing, was their way of dividing the. World into 
Two Ages; The one before the. Meſſiar, the 
other after. The farmer they called one for every 
is Tov euoyd, IN Seculign : > The later added to it; 
Was for ever and ever, cis Tus alaver, in Secula Se- 
| culor an. 

|. Now, the Law as given by Moſes was Everlaſt- 
Ing as the word Everlaſting-may import a Duration 
fo long as the Nature thereof would well allow of, ſo 
long as tillWhe great 7uþile ſhould be; (for ſo them 
elves ſtyle the Advent ” the Meſſias, from Iſai. 62. 
2, 3-) And an Ordinance for ever it was, as for 
ever had relation to the Firſt Age of the World: 
But was not to enqdure beyond what the Nature 
| thereof would well permit : Not for ever and ever, 
Y as faking in the Age of the VVorld under the Mee 
ftas. 

And truly we may, in a manner, ſay, that the 
Law is not Vilified and Deſtroy*d by our Lord, any 
more, than a Houſe is, when, from being rough and 
imperfe@, it is finiſhed with the greateſt Wiſdom, 
and Adorned with the moſt Rich Materials 3 Chri- 
Ttianity being the Judaick Religion ns and 
——— 
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 Qur tidatieer'h himſelf C6ich, He cant not to De- 
ftroy the Law and the Prophets : "And his mentioning 
the Prophers together with the Law:, ſeemeth 
unto me to be a good explication of what' am now 
Speaking. 

We do not, nor canwe think, that, abe{Diviae 
Prophecies are come to,pals, they are vilified and 
deſtroy*d : Rather, ſay we,-that they are compleat- 
ed; and that the Compleating them is the Honour 
and Crown of them. 

If then our Lord hath not deftroy'd, but by his 
Coming made good thoſe Prophecies which were of 
him 3 Why ſhould it be ſaid that he hath Deſtroyed 
the Ceremonial Law, rather than Fulfilled it ? EF 
pecially, when That Law was, 10 great meaſure, as 
a Type and Propheſie of Him, 

It is not indeed any more to be ſo obſeryed as to 
be reduced in Practice ; becauſe He, whom it did 
Prefigure hath beer Preſent, and Lived among Us 3 
uſt as the expeCtation of a Prophecie ceaſeth when 
what was Predicted is come to paſs : Butgchen it hath 
as uſe ſtil}, as alſo the fulfilled Propheſi@ 
we are to look both upon the one and the other, 
with 4 great dealof Reverence and Reſpect, As the 
Coming of our Bleſſed Lawgiver, and the Purity, 
and Spiritualneſs of his Government, have Crown- 
ed and Compleated Them ; ſo They do now ſtand 
as faithful .and evident Witneſſes of the Truth of 
his Coming, and of the perfection of his Laws. 

Eubul. You have well improved what I ſaid; and 
were a Jew not obſtinate in his hatred to our Lord; 
| hecould not but be ſway?d by ſuch conſiderations.; 

Theoph. But let not me hinder you from Speaking 
to the Second thing; 'to wit; That ſuch and ouly 
ſuch Laws are injoyn'd by our Lawgiver, a bave itt 
them an intrinſick,Gaodueft , or elſe are for Ends abſolnte* | 
 4y Gooa,;, and ſuch az are diſcernable by every one. os 
| F” Eubn. 


and of 'Diſobedience thereunto, ay © 
Eubul. You hindred me not. To this therefore 
weſay, That the Laws, which relate unto God, are 
all of a Refined Nature; requiring that his Worſhip 
be performed in Spirit andin Truth; and-arefuch as 
| ſhew forth his Spiritualneſs, h.s Purity, his Omai£ 
cience 3; and other his Glorious Attributes, + * - 
| While weare Commanded to approach untohim 
with our Hearts, and to have them clean, and un- 
| corrupt before him, the Law hath an inward goodneſs 
in it, in thatitrequiresus to be Holy, as be, whom we 
| ſerve, .s Holy, And it nouriſheth in us right appre- 
henſions of God ; that his Nature is not: Groſr:and 
Bodily ; but that he is preſent with us, and is a dif 
cerner of our thoughts. Y 
A thing which could not be ſaid of ſome of thoſe 
ations, which in Moſes*s Law had Relation to Gods 
immediate Service. For wherein could the Spiritua- 
lity of Gods Nature be inferred from the Blood of 
Beaſts, and+ their Fleſh being offered up unto him ? 
How, could we from theſe Rites, in themſelves con- 
11der'd , be inftruſted in the Holineſs, | | 
and Mercy of God ? Theſe Atts of Worſhip might 
ſeem to be of a. Carnal and Groſs Nature; -and- 
though there be places enough, in the Old Teſta> 
ment, that ſpeak forth God to be a Spiritual and Im- 
> material Being; to be Holy and Good; yet from 
theſe parts of his Service, look*d upon inthemſelves 
alone, Men could not learn ſo much. | 
Theoph. But, Exbalus, there ate Two Precepts © 
Chriſtianity, reſpefting Gods immediate Service, 
which may ſeem not to have any thing of internal 
| Goodneſs in them; and thoſe are the Dipping or 
Sprinkling of Children with Water in Baptiſm; andthe 
Eating of Bread and Drinking of Wine inthe Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper : For what. Aﬀinity doth 
there appear between true Goodneſs. and:the Eat- 
ng a Bit of Bread, and Sipping. a. little Wine? 
| Ss - ,  - *- Beeword 


\ 


w- 


* : b ns 1 [ 
f - 4 £44 5 . - . ” 
85 |: LOS! 20's. Lad KW IT TAY RT he 
BY es FR SG EILES 6 PX orb Res ne OS FD s 
> 1 ge by A's » \ 3s Ke 
* > : e4 ” ». A 
b-, - -, 
; 


” 4 + 
EE Ss nee, Of 2 ws 3 Os DI Tot "Ip 
” OY ” Es en Pann RES Es ; 243 J BOLL OO TE OY es re NEO pt We w OS 
oP #3; Bi þ Ot OW $9, 4 > I ee Oe 8 R$ a RES on bo RE ed en. PS. oe EE Be EE I RS os 
i G5. WES BR dn dra 0 End os ee ds Se 4} AS ; ea Ee - TY G ? Tat ode ALES 5 ns Rt + - RR Se IL by MAS; £7 hb : FG OE OR 
© os & Gs: Ko BST F > k Re Dy LE Ur eg .z$ : : % El» ad: ELSE EN i ot 4 IPRS: 2c EN Eos Si OL TA Ye EE]. EIRIN >: ; 4-08 "0 Sg 
$2 : 8714S L wn AIDE © EM = : BE a Lo WS : * b To OO NECES IAG . oP Ne Ge 
Ns” 4 - Fg had, v0 CE 3X BS. Ee Side" > Ty þ ha * 
” N : v 22 "y 2 6 
$ F 4 9 72% mo 
4 : 2 INre 
* Sy 
þ 5 % -* s E þ < HY 
A 8 . 1 bo A 
k % : ny ; 4 
9 


Between true Goodneſs and the Sprinkling a little 
Water? 

Exubul, 1 deny, not T beophilus, what you ſay ; . but 
then you muſt Remember the whole that was php 
21g, That only ſach Laws are enjoyn'd, which have 
anintrinſick Goodneks i in them ; or elſe are for Ends 
abſolutely Good ; and ſuch as are diſcernable by 
every. one. + 
By Beptiſm. we are initiated into the Church of 
Chriſt, becoming Members to him our Head ; and 
have the guiltof Sin waſh'd away ; Baptiſm bring i int 
| Bitzted for the Remiſſion of Sins; Ads 1. 38. And 
we are alſo thereby made partakers of the benefits of 
Chriſts Death, into which we are Baptized, Rom. 3. 
6. 1n which Rite, our Lawgiver (as 1n every thing he 
[exceeded what was done before,) hath amplified 
his Seal, by making it applicable to both Sexes, when 
an Circumciſt 10n it was impreſſed only upon one. 
Thus alſo, the Eating of Bread and Drinking of 
Wine, 1n the Holy Coane; are done 1n Remen- 
brance of the Death and Paſſion of our Lord. | And 
_ this Remembrance of him is upon the Account that 
- he hath laid down his Life for Mankind, and for 
ourſelves in that Number. And 1o, as oft as we 
do this Worthily, and 2s we ought 1 to do, we are 
afreſh entiruled to that Salvation which by his Death 
he hath purchaſed for us ; and have God the Father 
Reconciled unto us. 

Now theſe are excellent Ends ; and that to theſe 
Ends both Baptiſm and the Lords Su pper were inſl- 
tuted, weare expreſslytoldin Holy Writ, without 
any Clouds and Darkneſs; without ſo much asa word 
that may have a double or doubtful ſig gnification ; that 
whoever runs may read, 

Which cannot be faid of Sacrifices, and ſome 
other Significant Rites, among the Jews ; For al- 


—_ they were Types of our Lord (as mw” 
aid) 
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faid: Jy jet they: were not kriowf ſo to be, bythe gee: 
nevality of the'People. OY, 
| fy.-it doth not a little" Oetimabnd the Pre: 
'B Nw and':the Lofds- 'Supper, that,in 
theſs great As: of 'our Faith, 'onr 'Lawgiver ' _ 
far* pleaſed t6 tondeſcend to bur 's enſes as to maket 
things that: may be Seen and Tafted, to be the” Go 
veighers of ſuch'iheſtimable Fayours. 

' Water, and 'Bread; 'and Wine are indeed Chin FEY, | 
ordinary-uſe? \'But, *in ſo 'beinp,” they per eOd 
Divine Privileges to belong"nor. to; the Rich 'only. 
and the Great,' "but'to the 'Meanger.Sort alto." And 
very” rightly futed they are 1 the "ends for which 
they were inſtituted. The Waſhing away, of Sins 
is well fi gnifigd- by the om eb Bodies with 
Water ; And" Chriſts'Wonhded' Body and Spiled 
Blood are! bettet* alt war > lowly Elements. 
of Bread: bfokef” and Wihe poiired out, than by 
more coſtly'<and/ rich” Materials they would-haye 
been. For we#fe-to Remember him not as in a pom- 
Þous and'ſplenaid;" but in an tminble and © afflifted 
Condition. Though mean, as a'Bit of Bread and. 
 Sip- -of wine may ſeem, yet very appoſite it is, thar 
our SpirituaF*Food; by- which we are nouriſhed up 
unto Eternal *Life; -ſhouſd be conveighed to us in 
| That which'gives- Nourifhment unto, and ſupports 
 obr Temporal:Life in this World: 

So that all thoſe Precepts, +ayhich, in their obſer- 
vance, 'have an immediate. Re 07 "100 Gods Service, 
are ſich as 'are Intrinſically Goot; ' or elſe ſuch, as 
may-be* rTanked- with thiſe that are, 'for the. adifitts ble 
Ends which, ?t Plainly Ws; "they! are ordain*d 


Unto. 
lus 25H oſe Precepts 
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fo The True Nature of the Divine Law, 

of Beings. And it. would not be juſt to conceive a 
God in the World, who hath deſerved infinitely 
well of Man, and not conceive ſuch obedience to be 
dneunto him. Suchis the Believing and Truſting in 
him; the ſubmitting our Wills unto his; and the- 
Doing all things to ſtis Glory, and ſuch like. For 
by thele He is own*d tobea God of Truth and Wb 
dom a Godof Power and Goodneſs ; and to be All 
in all, the Great #n& Holy One. And ſurely Thoſe 
Laws cannot but be inthemſelves truly Good, which 
ſo faſhion the Hearts of Men , that they appoſitely 
ſhall anſwer tO thoſe perfefiions whichare in God; 
thereby (as far as Man's Nature is capablc,) become 
partakers of them. . 

And how. genutne a pleaſure ts it for a Soul thug 
fo believe in Him, who cannot be Deccived himſelf; 
and whe will not Deceive us} Who hath Revedled 
Truchs which have been hid from , ; Truths, 
that include the greateſt Wonder amd allo the greats 
et Love! And were it not a Command that id we 
ſ:0uld do, what would we be more Solicitous for, of 

_ iwhatmore ſeek after, than the Privitedge of Repeſing 
#rult 1 one wlio never faileth thoſe,that witha 
ftizn conhdence rely upor: Iffrm ? When we are, as 
of 0:1c{elves, unaile to ſee thoſe things which ſhall be 
for our good; and very farward t6 look to tholt 
things that will be for our hurt, it ſare is a Rightes 
&us Command that requires ozr Wis to be Suberdi» 
DP: ito His, whole perſection it 1s to will only 
t:;o/e things which are beſt. And fince the deſigns 
05 Men fo ofcen create thertt trouble ; and nothing, 
that here they enjoy, -can give therti true ſatisfath 

' on, what can be a more »oble End to all the Actions 
of Men, than that which is the End, the Almighty 
propoſcth unto himſelf, and which gives himEterr 
nal delight in the obtaining it, vis. His Glory ? th 
as al! our powers and faculties proceed ay 
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Injured'by an ttadue PraCtice, they 
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0 we arena: or, any thing 
that is Evil. on? Souls is to Conmmil- 
d wnteGed; butitimuſt in #el-dotug. Attd the 
— or all. hers Laws; whict! both fhew- 
. their Goodneſs, 
'thol Lows, which mare nearly 
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ture, bot alſo i in that thaw having none othet of 2 
| Lower rank mixed with them, gre the more ſurely 
| and eaſily known; and do likewiſe afford fo: good 

- __— for Governougs to Signalize their Prudencd 
wma doe! Laws, which, not unagreeable 
| oo the Law 0 God, ſhall be moſt agreeable to the 
| Temper of thole who are under them. 

Exbul. As they doallow the exerciſe of Pradence to 

Governou+r, fo: da they alſo to private Mer,. in Tey 
| Thouſand acjons of their Lives, which are noc 

commanded nor- forbidden by' the Law of God ; ; 

That, folloiving:; their own Inclinations, and doing 

as ſhall ſeem tothem beſt, they may have the greater 
_— and ſatisfaftion therefrom, 

6, 10 our” private adJiont, is that Liberty which 
by:our Lawgives isindulged us; ' and. is uſually term- 
edChriftian Liberty. As our AXtions have relation 
to the pablick, and areSubject to the Laws of Supe- 
FiOurs, }t iS Chriftizn Liberty 10 have a por of obeying 
thofe'S uperianesiin what they Command, (how various 
ſever their Commands are,) whether in a different, 
drin the ſame Nation; fo far farth as they ſhall not 
hecomprary #7 _ "er Laws, And thismay.be cal- 
led Chril - _ i ooo mo to oh Mofaick 

is; whic Tequir the Tews, and all who 
| ſhould be Proſelyted unto ren to > prattife thoſe 

Laws, whether Rityal or: Civil, and nEne ather to 

the omiſlien of thoſe, 

Add tlinnghfaineof thoſe were not to be exerciſed: 
 Qutof the Land of Fades, where their Temple ſtood), 
and-lo, wereforbbenaf old by the Jews in Babylon, 
at this day}, are not obſerved hy themin theie- 
difperfions yp and doyyn the World; yet it was, and: 
1s; eſteemed tlicig Cahmity, thus to be tiadred by 
aifiance of place from the uſe of thegi. - | 
. And ohe thing mare there is; 6 Tr, (which 
I take toboof no _—_— 4 Ws at the 3-53 
ian 
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ſrian Laws, though theybe all fndblevothe Natures, } 

as we are Men, yet are ſuch alſo, as, 'in our: obedi-! 
ence, wull mach comply witb our particular Way and 
| Temper, If weareof diſpoſitioninclining to Sadneſs 
and Melancholy; they will allow us to be moſt Con- 
verlant in the Duties'of Mortification z: of Fearing: 


God; of Sorrowing'for Sin 3 'of-Rehouncing'the 
World and the Vanities thereof ''If we are of: Tetn- 


per more Lively and Cheerful ; 'the' more Cheerfub 


Duties, of Rejoycing in Gods Mercies, of Praifing 
him inhis Works, of doing him: Sevvice in. pubtick: 
Juſtice, and other Virtues Inſtrumental-to the welE 
fare of Society, will be permitted unto us. And. 
our Lawgiver (ſoGractious1s he,) . will accept us, /1w 
either of theſe ways ; and account: his-other Laws 
not to be difobeyed, though they. __ not ſo ILEATE 
ly drawn out into Practice. > Dy 


Whence, - the. Chriſtian, Laws) xalthbag hk in-thei 


Rody of chem they have none, that are: ade forithet 


particular Tempers of Nations, as thenJewtſh/JAaw: 


had for theirs, do-yet, 1n all: theſecways;; allowat 
Compliance with Temper iand Conſfitutions; antdþ 
may well be very ' much Loved .uponithis account 
bur cannot, in any Reaſon, be fourid fault with; as! 
 1f theydid not allow any ſuch thing, > . nulla 
Theoph, 1 thank you- for» what: you have- faidg'as: 
being .inſtrued'well, and not 'aulitHe*cheer?d froml 
your diſcourſe : But will ſay no more; ibecaufe Llong! 
for the/Third thing which renderstheChriſtian Law 
Worthy to be Loved; © ay 6b! 110 _ 
Viz. "That rboſesMiaral Laws whidowere #0: 
the Fews, are by on $9 oro more Fully nd Chemly 
Soveee. | ELSE CUE L 


Ewbal. Since you are ſo defronsodit I willngt: 


rwmndS s 


keep you in Sufpenle. . © £20810 : 
As deliver?d- byChriſt, their. Scope and Inten& is. 


more plainly diſcerned. He hath vindicated ron 
rom 
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| from the ill: Interpretationiof the: Phariſees:3 and 
hath placed their Dignity andrExcellence,' notinthe 
Outward. Obſervance, alone, ; which the Jews did 
chiefly aim-at, but. in the Heart'eſpecially , withour 
| which External Performances are little worth.. And. 
| therefore; [1n the beginning of his Sermon upon Une 
Mount, -Heiendeavours rightly to inftruct the Heart. 
8 and Soul,' by acquainting thoſe who, are his Follow- 
| efs,. That: 'They are bleſſed. who, are poor ' in Spirit , 
who are-reek,;, who hunger and thirſt. after righteouſ.- 
| eſpr; who! are';pur Which Expreſ-: 


caſe of Fovoleation) Nt 28,08eit 
its Primitive" Perfedtion :by ppobj ; 
Mabth. a9136: Thiy'Twa fo8bbt ee Þ1e8, Brapiriti. 
cally,” They®Tiws, as exchilive2 of more $:whichiwe' 
learn-from- V: g." of 'the.fane=-Chapter ji#biſbever. 
al: pat away Wir Wa cadifþ6.3t tbe for! Bore, 
and'ſhdll marry" auothir\, erniminieths Adultery. For, 
how. weak woulkdit-have'tbecn'toipronounceis A- 
dultery for a Man:tq marry after-a Divorce;if the 
adding one Wife to ancthefi before-#Diverce ſhould: 
be ap Adaſtery? . And if it ſhall -beraid; a 7 
or 
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Lord orders it as 2 puniſhment to who 

his Wife, not to marry ne eo hn pu 
thoſe to marry more than one, who put away none; 
it may be replyed, That ſupely the Puniſhment might 
little be feared, becauſe it might be ſo eafily avoid. 
ed. w_ ho need care, rn macriec or 
not, a e putting away a Wite, 1f he might 
marry as many as he would before ? Ard we'catts 
not think that He, who is the Wiſdom of God; 
ſhould ground any Law upon fo ſandy a Foundath- 
ON. i dilloes of Sovine P00 


in ordingry Converſation, V LIVED as. 


all Revenge, roars Spbaa i hy on 


fary ſo, as to pay an Injury for an Injury, V. 3g. 
He commands Love to be ſhewed evas to Enenjer 


Bleſſings to be given to thoſe that carſs ww, V 
And truly this Command, and the. \ 
may ſeem to be added by our Saviay 85 not 


Frry fine; when he died =o NS Jorg 


Law of Nature render yr tos ' Ve we Bi 


fre 
ou Ds, 
We are ry to rag anion 
things of this World, 'thoug 
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Pure dy, and: d'$ 
En of. Aﬀiicti ons..20d, h Ire ates 


quiet, Spirit, ane] others S: WF W 
- Whoever ſhall look ju ol the 1 | 


fore rs were: ff yet 
and Etcellence be ue? « 
Enducement, - on. this. 
them.. . i 

" Tbeo ph. BY h chis thi 
Perfeftion, they are 

RG Fa ai _ 
orh.i uls.an 
RG hoſt pitch of. 


ble of, we ſhould find r 
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nd. andof Diſobedttwrethereunts, by 


Viz Thabo fat is'the Chtiſtiah'Law from being 
\ arh rgiven, that-it requires-us to admit C 
-ſorke things relating to- aith,\ that no* one Livid 
:caniconeeive how they ſhi ule bs, * And ſoo: 
ſtandings, which are wen. he ſole Judges « of othete | 
+are io far frombeingrelied'on” Fees, that e 
be wholly laid alide. * --- : 
2, Granting that the procepts of _ Are 
yery full, and enjoyn'd to 2 gfe iter Spirituality,than 
-in Older: Time, 'yet the Severitics-of then are yg- 
reaſonable tons, as weare Men 23 reducing usts {ach 
' ſtreights, /25 chnot be gone thr ugh without, Yi 


-defl of uncaſineſs; if * all.” And Fra there be 
- none-who will not commend = "pure #0 he it be 
"# pur ch, diffi- 
-culty; there is no reaſon it Thoald be ore Ha hte 
-in and Loved: v4 

Eubul1 how there are” ſoite, who, th 2004 


- earneſt,date thus urge againſt tl : LaivsofC our Lord; 

+ but rhey'are Men of corrupt mipds; -and by their il 

"Lives are fvay?d to talk after hh manner. leſt they 

* Hoald nor to have Opinions any whit better ft 
"ther Practice. A ſhame its, that any in en - 
"#Conmmoiſtwealth , where Chriſtianity" affotds: 
-many*ontward"b benefits to. therti;; ſhoule, 4 
ſeyere puniſhment, be permitted to ſpeak” again 
*Eaws'of Chriſt: But when'ſuch'a vile Dberi 
-much fi Pray 16 will be but eneetfvith vo ih 

Fed thee 'Tiaws. | And 'Flvill'Gyith your” feave,) 

Aendeavourtts do it the more Tar ly, chat 1*tyfeſt 
may have the _ in readineſs, 'what to Tep Y, .0p- 

"on Seca - a 0 ei the 03 
Cyour deſiftr t en, {o thatl ſhare 

Mfr Hythe boidfi. " tn M- 

"3 P6bul; Hidner'therdfore, to their firſt Objetti« 


OW; SPE T2! Jo fav the'C briftian Law from b, 
"thor c fed 8175 FT ns to attmit” 


623 Thi rue Nature of the Divine Law, 
things relating unto Faith, that no one Living __ 


h os ow hp art $6 td fo our- wderſta 


which ber thi 
fre hingrad whey of ak As yy oper op t 


we ſay; 

That however tlie thatter of our Faith is beyond 
our reach, yet the Ptecept of believing is plain ; and 
and whatour Faith is ro be, we are very EE ms 
_ + "Be var 

Rn rd Ne Sen bf ef pu args, ay rg on 

© ” G | 
ceived by the Hit DICE Born of a Virgia, and 

ſich like,) we cents with that Ble Vit 6 toe 

qe, How th bings can be ? 2 make our | 
__ el _ Faith ; as She did, whea ſhe | 

Ris ed with no more thanthoſe Words, Bg- 
the Hendmaid of the Lord; be it unto me acaot 

Sn ods ein wifl it mighecortte ug, 


wy ey 


of the Hypoſtatick Union of he a? 
rnal do ho with our Frail and Mortal 
Nature, we cry with St. Poul, 4 Bavo:,, 0 the Depyb 
of ebe Riches both wy Wiſden and Kuowledge ef Gol! 
Hop arc. bis ways poft oxr finding ont { This is not 20 
ttirow away ns ſtandings; but only to redace 
them to has Obedience of Faith; which wil be theit 


perfettiott. 

The Goſpel, Theopbilis, doth tech us the Ohe- 
diewce of the wile Man ; Al the Members the Be- 
dy are to becoine the Members of Chriſt, | | 
 conformedto his Laws; and elf6 all the-foenitics 
#be Soul are to own his Soverel 

The Wil! is to be phant : ready to what fieen- 
joyess andthe Afedions ate to be regulated into this 
Holy and {perm And do we think that 

the Dnderflanding i Is to be lawleſs, and -yield no Obes 
dience? But wg ig en it ſhew ther thans 
a a a mb lconcoireble wa 


ag wh D: » obedience _—_— 


things - EY Objeſizet ourFaith, whi 
as the Obj 
cannot fathom. For our Ble 


| y 
| do Cre, with a Reverential pu uh to 
__ -as bene fit for Admiration, and oe 


and therefore they may- well 
| GrpaS the mol zcue and get Conceptcns of 


mT hece i$ Indeed a very gfeat Room for Reaſon 
in our Holy Religion ; which claims admittance in- 
to the Hearts 0 oo Men, "by Arguments as great and 
ſtrong, as any conſidering Man would deſire : There 
fo gyro to think, that the Evati- 
$ and Apoſtles did publiſh Falſhoods in their 
parc but the gremeſt reaſon for our belief, 
that what they have Written i is True and Dfviane. 
| - But then, ade by Reaſon we -have admitted of 
the Truth and Divinity of the Scriptures , we are 
| hot to imagin, that we can comprehend _—___ 
ticular tlitng therein contain'd, = the ſame 

| derſtanding by won conceive __ 0 of 


the Scriptures in 

fon, by which we Se of hn a 
Scriptures ia general , doth prove very fully the 
Fred of all Doin s Gink Gas contain'd, thouglt 
| we cannot underſtand them, 
| Yea, yet further; Every, ever the moſt diffi 
| cult Myitery there, « zives 62 fo mach the uſe of 
our Rexton and Under tan 6g, as to think that is 
bs but Reqfoneble , the. Chief of —— 


64 Thi True Natare of the DivineLaw, 


thods of God ( for ſuch the Nature 'of-our Lord; 
his Conception, Life, 'Death,'and RefarreCtion, are) 
ſhould be above our weak®" Capacities, * Which 'may 
ſhew, methinks, very/ well, the Arrogance of ſome 
Men, who, to make the Law of Faith the more-ca- 
ſie, would bring all the'Myſteries of the Goſpet 
down tothe Level of Hunian'Conceptions : - And the 
Profaneneſs of others, who would make the Height of 
theſe Myſteries to be the Diſparagement and Blemiſh 
of the Holy Laws: Or, in a Word, -who .will not 
Believe the one, that they-may not Praiſe the other: 
' I would not compare theſe great- Myſteries -with 
ſmall things: But yet'to theſe Men I may ay, that 
every thing-in Nature which they look upon ,. and 
know that it 1s. '© I ſhould ask them how it comes £0 
be io, they mult confeſ5 that they are Ignorant of it. 
How comes a little un-colonr?d Moiſturejin the ſame 
Turf to be formed into Herbs of different Qualities 


and Shapes ? That it is ſo, they ſee plainly 3 but the 
How of it (if I may ſo ſpeak,) they underſtand 
not. -And it would bea Madneſs to deny, that there 
are ſuch Herbs, becauſe they cannot conceive how 


they came to be ſo. 


And is it not a-ſtrange -piece of Obſtinacy, That 
when'thefe Men are baffled 'in Ten thouſand things; 
which they ſee, before- their Eyes, to have "a real 
Being, they will deny theſe ſpiritual Myſteries , 
meetly becauſe they cannot 'comprehend how they 
ſhould” bez when yet they have the greateſt Argu- 
ments to convince them / that-they are? May not 
God exceed their Undefſtardings in things relating 
to Heaven, "as muchas 'in” things belonging unto 
Earth? And if the things which dye ſeen are, in 

_ greatmeaſure, in tbe Dark to thiem, ſhall they can- 
tradict thoſe things which are #0t ſeex, 'meerly be- 
cauſe they cannot equal'them with their Thoughts? 
Becauſe Chriſt is not rpwypaioptyec Anatoviie'd,; (28 

p IC 
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it were,) Naked, and open unto Mex, as Men are un- 
to Him, ſhall they therefore have no F aith in him ? 
But, as I faid before; Although the Things we 
are to believe are high, (who can throughly know 
them?) yetthe Lawthat bids us believeis Clear and 
Intelligible : And it may very well deſerve our Love, 
becauſe there are none of theſe Myſteries, which we 
are to believe, but what our Wellfare and Happt- 
[neſs are Founded in; and what are inſtrumental to 
the Birth and Exerciſe of thoſe” excellent Virtues, 
which the other Laws of our Lord doenjoyn: Yea, 
{o far as they are Revealed unto us, they ate to be 
Reſted in, not Pryed into. And we ſhall not think 
amiſs, if we perſuade ourſelves, they ſhall hereafter 
be more fully manifeſted unto us, as a Reward of the 
Obedience of our Underſtandings here, 
| You'l excuſe me, Theophilus, that I have been fo 
Tong on this Anſwer ; though truly, I could not well 
help it, ſince the Objection (or rather ObjeCtors,) 
feem?d to require it. | oe Sos 
| . Theoph. You ſhall have your pardon on one Con- 
dition, that you will be guilty of the like fault in 
Anſwering the next, _- 
Ezbul., It is very likely I may. However I ſhall 
Not be over Solicitous ; becauſe I have my pardon 
before Hand. , 
But it begins to be late, Every thing is bending 
Homewards, and minds us of what we likewiſe 
are to do. The next Evening will, I hope, allow 


. 


us that Hour, which this denies us. 
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The Contents. 


"F* HE Severities of the Chriſtian Laws are 
not unreaſonable ;, neither do they redure 

&s to ſu:h ftraig hts,95 cannot be gone through 
w#! hout a great decal of uneaſineſs, if at alt. 

7 be Deſion of our Lord « not to beat down 
our Natural Laclinations and Appetites, but 
ro vettiffe them, Our Diſpoſttions, if well 


Eftates and” Lives "Trp 
Goſpel. From the Laws of Chriſt 
a fair way for the Pardon of all NY1,1 
What the Law of Faith require of #s. 
How much it is different from the Old Lav. 
What the Law of Repentance is. Too m4 
ny make Faith and Kar ore fo ſtand in 
oppoſition 
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oppoſition to the other Laws of our Lord. 

FM the Laws being done away, which was 

Engraver oh Stones, "to +6 . underſtood. 
Repent ane for Sir, cannot without the great + 
e/t Abſurdity..be reſted. to the farther and 
more ſafe committing of- YT | The Exam- 
ples of the Thief on the: Croſs, and of the 
Labourers in the Vineyard at the Eleventh 
Hour, conſfideg'd. None of the Divine Laws 
anſuitable to "one another. Theſe Laws of 
themſelves are grievous unto none. As they 
have relation.only to Civil Society, and the 
welfare of Men in this World, they. do far 
ſarpaſs thoſe of the moſt noted Eawgivers, 
They by no means do favour the Opinion, 
that Right of Poſſeſſion ts Founded iu Grace. 
And that it « Lanwfut to reſiſt Sovereig® 
Princes in the Maintenance of True Rels- 


gion, They make the Man truly beaurifu} 


*11//1,7 


 EVBOULVUS. 


"NF Fer that ſtore of Viſitants, in' whoſe ob- 
J- liging Converſation, your Afternooh; I 
"oo hear, :hath been ſpent; I had thought, 
A i. 7h:oppilis, thatyour -Evening -Retire- 
ment would have been forgot, if not wholly hiii- 
tre; and I bejgait to! be contetit.- thi iy" Walk 
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63 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 


TYHEOPHILTUS. 

\ TO, Eubzlw, | did not intend to leave you fo ; 
| you ſee] amat liberty; and though I am much 
lighted with the Company of Temperate and In- 
genious Friends, (as thele to Day were,) yet | could 
not forget, when they :yere gone, that Exbulu 


would be here. I am, I confeſs, much taken with 
that plealantneis; which ariſeth from a number of 
good Friends togetherz but I more enjoy myfelf 
with. One alone, if that One bg like my Eabulw, 
The Other imooth my Forehead into Smiles 3 This, 
] will fay, doth me good at Heart, 


And therefore permit me without farther Cere- | 


mony, to put you in'Mind of what will be fo Grate- 


ful unto me, Viz. Your vindicating of the Divine 


Laws againſt thoſe who ſay, 
That granting the Precepts of Chriſtianity are very ful, 
and enjoyn'd to a greater Spirituality than in olden Time, 
yet the Severities of them are unreaſonable 10 Cs, « wt 
are Men, reducing ut to ſuch Straights, 4s cannot be gon: 
through without a great deal of Uneafineſs, if ad al, 
And though there be (you ſay,) none who will not 
commend a pure Air, yet if it be fo thin and pure 
as not to be breath'd in without much difliculty, 
there is no Reaſon it ſhould be oyer-delighted in 
and loved. | 
Exbeul. With. Acknowledgments of your kind 
Expreſſions to me, which I wiſh I could deſerve, 
bur am very lenfible I do not, I would, in reference 
to the Objection of theſe Men, know. what thoſe 
Severities, Ehole Straights are, which they mean. 


unreaſonable 3 ſo ſhould we the more clearly anſive 


them. I 
., Theoph. 1 remember I heard theſe things partic 
larly mentioned by them :; Viz, "ml 


abs 
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and of Difobedience thereunto. 6) 


| - That the Laws. of Chriſt beat down thoſe Tnclinations 
and Appetitesr "which are Natural unto ws. 
| That they dof the Pleaſure of Converſation, by threat- 
| - ting every ward 'vÞar is impertinent,- or awry, with the 
dreadful Day of Judgment, Matth, 12, 36, Which, 
inftead of Chearfulneſd in a Mans ſelf, and Comnteſie 
to bis Friends, _may in Him excite an anxious Feare 
| fulneſr, and towards them a ſilewt or moroſe Deport+ 
mend. COTS & +1 JH 4. 
. That they vequire the Loving of Enemies, even while 
| they perſiſt to be injuriow ;- which, they ſay, deprives 
us of that ſenſe of Hmour and Courage, which, as we 
are Men, ſhould b:long to us ;, 'and makes way alſo for 
new aud greater Injuries to be:qane ns. = 
|  - That they enjoyn'the Macerating the Body with Faſte 
| ing and Abſtinence ;, which, what tis it but the making a 
| Aan cruel 14 big own Fleſh ? ; 
| Tea, . that they bin1 us to;part with our Eſtates and 
| Laves for tbe aſſerting the Goſpel. when merely ſome | 
outward Compliance, and a Denial. of ſome few things 
only, ' and this no otberwiſe than in'ſhew for a time, 
wojld preſerve us 3 Which is In bard ſaying, and who, 
ſay they, can bear ii? : 
Eubul.. Truly, I think, this is the whole, they 
| can abject; and with how little Reaſon they do it, 
I ſhall}, 1 cruſt, ſufficiently ſhew. 27s 
” AS to the firſt, viz. That the Laws of Chrift bead 
down thoſe Intlinations and Appetites which are Natu- 
ral to w, (which-Objedion may ſeem ra have ſome 
| kind of ſhare in all the other.) we ſay, 
| - That Inclinations and Appetites may be conſj- 
dered either as belonving to Nature in a pure”and 
perfect Stare,” or, as it is corrupted and depraved ; 
i(for deeply corrupted our Nature is, and was ob. 
ſerved foto be by the Heathen wiſe Men, though 
they were ignorant of the cauſe why it was fo). 
Naw the Laws of Chriſt do not appolte. Mens In- 
LY P14 - CLLnatians 
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clinations and Appetites, conſidering. Wature if its 
perfect State ; but do:then only. adaroch! 'and-curb 
them, when,by realonok the. Corru of our Na- 
ture, they are crooked: and icregular}a 1 Javeh put 
Into Vicious Exceſles.. 4» v6” 

In.a word, The Defign of our.Lard,\in hisL.aws, 
3s, to reduce us, az.much. as poible,, th:our \Pritmis 
tive PerfeCtion : Nor, ip a Stoicalmanier, ro-beat 
down our Appetites, but to rectifie them, thatT 
may- be truly commendable in themſelves,: and:\may 
convince us of the Equity of the Co:nmands of Chriſt 
by giving an Jiternal eaſure and Satisfaftion uns 
to us. For if any\Man do bis Wall, be ſhall quick- 
ly frnd, that his Commands. are uit grievous, but that 
all his W, ays. are mag re anal all: bis: F HG are 
Peace. 

If it ſhall be urged, That Our Natures are long 
 Jncapable of ſuch-a PerfeCtion as'is ralk*d of, and 
therefore that the Laws wah cajoyn it are, unred- 
Jonable; we may reply,. \: . ,- + 36 41m 

That. our N atures, as bow they.are,' are capable 
_ of fargreater Perfection and Regularity, than theſe, 
who thus plead, are willing to admit of. And we 
may ay, that even now there are Inclinations'of two 
forts; Thoſe that ariſe from'Nature, and ' Thoſe 
that we ourſelves do, in a great imeaſure, make. 
Nature requires but what is enou gh ; but 'yl-Delfires, 
heightned by 11] Cuſtems, - require: for Luxury atid 
Exceſs. - Now, Temperance amidſt our Jarthly Ec- 
_ joyments ; Contentation in the State which Gol 
hath placed vs in';..;A Readineſs to part'with fm- 
'thing of our Abundance: for the good of thoſe that 
| need; A Charity in ioterpreting their ACtions well; 
And 2 neglefting of Vain-glory, and ſuch like things 
as theſe, are not ſuch impoſſible things to: be'per- 
formed ; Nay, the contrary ſhall perhaps bring more 
Difficulties and Pains, than the Obſervance of thele 
Laws ſhall, Fi 
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For 1 we \unſto not forg et, that here: iS ſuch athing 
25Reaſon, which is no leſs Natural unto us than any 
| Inclinations or Appetites we have ; yea, it may juſt- 
| ly claim the Precedence of them. hey being, in 

reat meafure, common unto Vs and Beaftr: but 
Th the Peculiar of Mex only. And what is the 
| uſe of this thing calld Reaſox, which is fo Natural 
unto us, but this, viz. To regulate our Appetites 
and Inclinations when they grow exorbitant, and 
to give us the great Satisfaction of having ated 
like Men ? | 

So that, in an impartial Conſideration of things, 
it will be found to be mote agrecable to Nature tg 
tepreſs our ſenſitive Appetites and Inclinations by 
Bon» than to give them their ſwinge without 

eaſon : The Rational part in Man bejng far the 
more Noble. 

Now, Reaſon cannot but approve of, and cloſe 
with, theſe Excelleng and Refined Laws of our Lord.- 
Pet our Inctinations themſelves, would we but 

Frioully ſet ourſelves to the bringing them-into or- 
det, mig ht, in ſame time, be duly brovght ifto it, 

Wag truly, it hath been very well obſeryed of 
the Conltitutions of particular Perfons ; (and we 
therein may give Praiſe to him that made us) © that 

$ Every Temperament doth;ſome way Ne evil- 
"Uiſpole the Man, ſo his being. thros diſpel ed fets 
| Cav! at the bears diſtance ft rary another EvY;- AS 

DOS Pr rone to Fearfn] nefsxemoves ] him far from : 
RY Evit of Prefil PRONE © Nay, he 
= xepdred {© hip , Inclined t 
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rance., . A Proneneſs to Anger prompts him to 
Aftiveneſs. So that if we ourſelves will bat be pru- 
dent and reſolute 1n bringing the ill inclinations of 
-our Nature, or of our particular Conſtitutions, in- 
to Order, according to the Laws of our, Lord, 
we ſhall find it a work not ſo intolerably hard, 
_ as ſome would make it, and would have others, be- 
lieve 1t to be. 

And as thus our Diſpoſitions, if well managed, 
are not averſe from a right Improvement ; ſo our 
Aﬀettions and Deſires, 1f they be but removed from 
an Object leſs good to one that is more Excellent, 
(and this may oftentimes eaſily be done,) they may 
retain the ſame earneſtneſs, and find more rational 
Gratifications: Yea, ſomtimes the Work is leſs ; and 
it is only the bringing the Aﬀection ſomthing lower, 
or raiſing it a little higher, and the Object need not 
be changed. 

We ſee, how much Uſe and Exerciſe” will prevail 
upon Men's Bodies, to make them Supple and Pli- 
ant unto thoſe Motions, which Nature, of; itſelf, is 
unacquainted with ; and ſhall the Soul of Man not 
be able to correct Natural, but Corrupt Inclinati- 
ons ? Let us take but as much pains with our Souls, 
as ſome have done with their Rodies, aid 4 doubt. 
not, but ( through Gods Grace,). we ſhall make. 
them as pliable to the Motions of Goodneſs' and 
' Virtue, as- ſome Men?s Joynts and Limbs are to 
thoſe Motions which at the Nicſt they were ſo un- 
apt unto. 

It was, as I Remeinber, in the ObjeQtion you 
brought, That Theſe Laws are unreaſonable to us at 

we are Mens, whereas, 'T heophilus as we are Me 
| they, in a peculiar manner, ate fitted for Vs, an 
for no Beings beſide. Thoſe that are Brutal, by their 
being deſtitute of underſtanding, are below them:: 


ABLC TE that are Heayenly (viz. Blefled An oy 
and 
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| and Saints) ſeem to be aboye them ; whoſe Appe- 
 tites, wholly.bent to the love of Holineſs, can never ' 
| be guilty of exceſs, Their Pleaſures admit of no 
| Temperance nor Reſtriftions; but the more high, 
and exerted they be, the more refined and excellenx 
| they are, But weare of a middle Nature, between 
the Brutal and the Heavenly; and partake ſomthing 
| of both. Our Pleaſures are dangerous; our Appe: 
tites are very apt to be exceſlive; and we have Under- 
ſtanding to moderate and repreſs them; and there- 
fore we are carefully to do-it, that from ſuch Vo- 
| Juntary- Reſtraints we may be Virtuous, and have 
praiſe both with God and Men, : 
| And indeed, a curbing of the Appetites of Na+ 
| ture, even theſe Men themſelves, howeyer they 
object it againſt the Laws of Chriſt, will, upon 
| more conſiderate thoughts, like well of and com- 
mend. 
| They cannot but approve of the Fidelity of thoſe 
to each other, whom the Marriage-Bond hath uni- 
ted; and they would deteſt a 'Spurious He to he 
brought forth by thoſe whom they have by Wed- 
lock encloſed to themſelves alone : But this conld 
not be, but. by ſome reſtraint put upon thoſe Appe- 
 tites which are Natural. TO > 4 
And 'ſhall' they:be: willing ta admit of ſuch Re- 
ſtraints for the good of the Community, and for 
theirown: ſatisfaction alſo; ' and: ſhall they find fault 
with them in Religion ? TED, 
' And if the Holy Laws of Chriſt ſhall 'not only 
make us fit to live among Men, by putting a Bridle 
on thoſe Inclinations, as to the outward. Act ; but 
| ſhall alſo render us well-pleaſing in the ſight of 
God, by keeping up Chaſtity in the Heart, and a 
Cleanneſs in the Son]; ſhall any be fo devoid of Rea- . 
fon, as to urge this as an Argumentagainſt the Laws 
of Chriſt, ad not rather be willing to eſteem it the | 
. Fc > ts £ E%4 Th rc 11 Honour 
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Hopour-of theſe Laws, and the great Credit gf 
-thoſe who give Obedience to them? 
This they may be ſure of , that the prohibiting 


ſome Inclinations, even as to their moſt inw 
Motions, however it may ſeem: ſevere, is yet jig 
reality the facilitating of our Qbedience, as to the 
whole 'of it. For, how caſfie is it for him to abſtain 
from Adultery, who dares not luſt } The Lav 
would have been difficult indeed, if they had f * 
| bidden the Effects, and, at the ſame i allow?d 
the Appetites. 

Yea, I might yet farther ſay, That there is in 
our Nature a drincipls of Modeſty and Shamefaced- 
neſs, which doth as much reſiſt unclean aud carnal 
Actings, as our Inclinations may ſeem to Ap 
them, And he who keeps under his Appetite 
not offer ſo great a Violence to his Nature, 3$ be 
doth, who, by giving the Reins to his ſenſual De- 

fires, ' brings Shame and a Bluſh. - 
- Diſgrace before Men ſits more: uncaſie upon, the 
libidinous-Aor,'than the reſtraining: of;his App& 

tire would have done. ' This later wabld haye bem 
bur his private pain ((if his pain,) doria times the 
other laſts the longer for being pubiliex,,and ſtrike 
A greater torment into him-by heiog f. / 

' Yea, though the unclean Perſon ſhould oſeape 
Cognizance of Men, yet his own Thoughts wayl 
vpbraid him, as having ated poorly, and below uy 
Excellence of a Man. ans 1'n. 1 
 T have, Theophilus, been as earnef and lang upon 
cn Subj ett, as if theſe Men had begn-preſent with 

ye” I wiſh they".had been fa, 'af; what we na 
Nig might have had' any ;good effect KPAN LAgH,., i! 
am fare, could we'regalate their Wils,-.it wo 
no-ifficult thing to convince their 1inderſtapdangy, 
'Fhat the Laws of:our/Lord: are, ity xeſpe& of Ne 
tutal 'Inclinations/and Appetites ; 5 ary reaſonable 
yea, truly excellent. Theop® 
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ant of Difobedience thereunto. | 7 s 


| | 'Theoph. Well it would be, that, if theſe 
nat, by a right managitlg of their A Pe 
| Virtuous, aitey were of that Rok 6 of 
| which, by an uricontroul'@ yielding to ther ford 
| natlons, are not Vicious,' | 
| "Wrbl, Botlet us proceed to another onftaſiatla 
| thing/whichthey objec againft the @briſtjan Laws ; 
| viz! T'Dba "hey 2a the pleaſure of C onverſatien, b) 
rbreath Oe Word that js mmpertinent, or awry, dh 
ihe dreadful day of Judgment, Mare. 12. 36. which, 
inf ad" ' Chetrfu neſs it a Mz ans filf, ani Coarteſig 
16 bit Friends, may in Him: Free a an _ C4: ear; 
 Fulneſs, and foivards Them a filepr or Meref 20 
"Its," The eopbilus, a yery greaf miſtake eocs 
 jdfe Words,” to think phat aninnocent Cheetfi 
ind a kind and Courteons Converſe,” is Kft nt 
our Lord. No, were There nothing We his'£x- 
a] pl ht exachi is. to inte Hey eta 
Xs Fobn — [ teh andt $i 
ER She bl, Eating *alnld Drinking” £ &*ift an 
Amnicable; Bate 
heb 
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be but little different ; for 49, ſignifies Vaze 3 and 
Vain is, 1n Scripture-meaning, the ſame with Falſe, 
But, Theopbilws, take whether of theſe Tnterpreta- 
tions, you will; I cannot ſee how the pleaſure of 
Converſation will thereby be beaten down, He would. 
deſerve to be excluded from all Friendly Society, 
who ſhould cenre innocent Freedom, and cheerful 
Talk, inthe number of idle Words. If wthemidf(t 
of worldly cares and trouble, they refreſh and re« 
create the Speakers and Hearers, how can they be 
ſaid to be uſe!c{; to both? Nay, - if they Adminiſter 
to the Veriues of Courteouſneſs and Afﬀability, of 
Kindneſs and Friendſhip, the account of them, at 
the lait day, we may hope, will be joyful ; And ſo, 
the Anxious Fearfulneſs, and the Silent or Moroſe 
PF (which was talk'd of,) may be laid 
alide. 

It is very fit, that the Beft Member, which a Man 
hath, ſhould be under a Law ; and I readily yield, 
tr by Idle Words, the Filthineſ7, and Fooliſs Talk: 
bag, and Feſtings that are not convenient z and likewiſe, 

Malicious and Perverſe Speaking, are utterly for- 
bidden, Butby the Prohibitianof theſe; and by the 
Tongues being brought under a Law, Converſation 
is very much promoted; which, were there no Go- 
yernment- over the Month, would be ſhrewdly 
Wounded, if not quite overthrown. An Ingenious. 
Perſon would chooſe the greateſt Solitude rather than 
Company, ſhould he there find Tongues let looſe ta 
Idle Impertinencies; or imploy?d in nothing but Ob- 
ſcenities, or Scurrilous and Unſavory Reflections. 

_ © Neither will Converſation be leſſen*d, or rendred 
lcfs pleaſing , by the intermixtion of matters that 
are mote Serious and Profitable : And theſe are 
reckoned, by the moſt Ingenions of all the Poets, the 
beſt Enjoyments of Society, Sermo oritur 104 de vill, 
domibuſyae aliexis , Nec bene necne Lepos Saltet. be 
190 rate ior Eaooas rb oe . atk 
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| talk not, ſaith he, of other Folks buſineſs and af- 
| fairs; nor yet enquire,whether ſuch an one Dancerh 
\ well or NO; Sed quod magis ad nos pertinet, & neſcire 
| malum eſt, agitamws ;, but, what more concerns us, 
| and which it would ill become us to be ignorant of, 
| That is our Diſconrſe, As whether Riches or Ver- 
| tue make Men Happy : Whether Honeſty or Profit 
| ſhould be the ground of Friendſhip: What is the 
- Nature of Goodneſs; and wherein it is, that the 
' chief Good conſiſteth, Chriſtianity well allows of 
| ſuch Diſcourſe, and affords a large Field for it. And 
ſurely, the Heavens or the Earth, the effeftsof Pro 
vidence at large, or thoſe things that more immedi- 
| ately relate to our own or Neighbours advantage, 
| may ſeem little obliged to us, if they cannot engage 
\ us from idle or disingenuous Speeches, 
| Some, ( Theophi;us, ) for the avoiding of Idle 
Words have addicted themſelves, in all Companies, 
to the talk of Religion; and ſomtimes (not to the 
| Pleaſure of al),) have been forward to declare their 
own particular Evidences, and the ſecret Fayours of 
God to their Souls: Thinking ir, poſſibly, nomore 
than their duty ſo to do, Bur, farely, the former is 
| Not neceſlary : Let your Speech be ſeaſoned with Salt, 
implies, ( as one well Comments it, ) that as our 
Meat ſhould have a Reliſh from Salt, ſo our Speech 
ſhould have the Savour of Religion, Burt that it 
ſhould be wholly of Religion, is not any more ne- 
cellary than that our Meat ſhould be wholly Salt, 
And for the later, I may ſay, That Spiritnal Evi- 
dences, andthe Secret Favours which God may have 
youch-ſafed to us, ſhould have a kind of Modeſty 
tending them,. which ſhould forbid the ſeeking af- 
_ wy" and $ DOR. He, that ſaid: Cerne, 
tonyſia, faſtums depoſui, See,Dionyſia, I have no Pride 
teft,, was perchance the more Nihon his Boaſted 
Humility, | 6 DT 
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Sach joyful Sentiments of Gods Mercy and Love 
ſhould, in ſome reſpect; iutate godly Sorrow and 


holy Faſting , cauſing: the Maint zo enter into his Clo- 
ſer, that h: may not appear unto Men to rejoyce 5 Sas 
_ tisfhed with his Eye alone, who putr ſath Gladheſ? 
into.the-Heart : Or ele imparting it to'one, or ſoine 
Chriftian Friends only, whete he ſhall'not be thought 


to appear Ys wiws, lonke great one 5 dearecr unto 


Gol than other Men. | 
_ And thus, Theophilzr, you fee, what little reaſ0n 
there is for the finding fault with our Saviours Laws, 
as if by forbidding, idte. Fords, they overturned all 
the pleaſure of Society.” They rather provide, that 
Converlation ſhall have the more pleaſure, by all 
fooliflk,- impertinent , deceirful, and opprobrions 
Talks being diſcarded from it ; and by ſach excek 
lenr and uſeful variety of Diſcourſes being afforded, 
_ as ſhall be befitting Men to uſe. In a word, they 
allow us to be Innocently Chearful, but not Extra< 
vagantly Merry ; and command our Converfation 
to be Religious, yet free from AﬀeCtedneſs and Im 
dilcretion, | 
Theoph. 1ſze, we have reafon to uſe ſome of our 
words in FThankfulneſs to our Lawgiver, who hath 
indulged us fich a Freedom, as by them to exercife 
all the chearful Virtues, that' nouriſh and commend 
a {ociable Converfation. Whoever it is, that loves 
the innocent Enjoyments of Acquaintance and 
Friends; the kind Exprefſions which they uſe to 
each other ; the grateful Entertainmeng of profifabke 
and ingenious Diſcourſes, (and who is it, that loves 
them not?) muſt alſo loye the Laws of our Lord, 
which banifh all thoſe words that ſhall any way cor- 
Faptor ſower {o great a Pleafitre, And'whoſGever 
Jhalt find fault with rhefe Laws, as if they enjoyneT 


- 2 Mordleneſs of Temper, either do not ynderſtant 
chem, or elſe are for ſuch alicentious and M-riarn?d 
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and of Diſobedience thereuto. 79 
| way of Converſe, as even an Honeſt Heathen would 
condemn. 

Eubul. The next nnreaſonable Thing 1s the Loving of 
| Enemies, even while they perſiſt to be injurious ;, which, 
they ſay, deprives us of that ſenſe of Honour and Con- 
rage, which, as we are Men, ſhould belong unto ns 5 
| and makes way alſo for new and greater Injuries to be 
done us. 

Bat that the Loving of Enemies, even when they 
| perſiſt to be injurious, 1s not ſo unreaſonable & 

thing, may hence appear; Becauſe ſome of the bet- 
ter ſort of Heathens, who had Nature chielly their 
Guide, have gone a good ſtep towards tt; and do 
| commend the with-bolding of Revenge, as very 
honourable in thoſe that do it, and do urge many 
| good Arguments for it. Nempe hoc indoft , »They 
are the ignorant ſort, that would: vent their ſpleer 
upon their Enemies: But Chry/ippus non dicit iden; 
Learn'd Chryſipps is of another mind, and mild 
Thates, and wiſe Socrates, Out partem accepts [#- 
va inter vincla cieute, Accuſatori nollet dare: Who; 
thongh, by falfe Accuſations, thrown inro Priſon, 
and condemned to end his Life by drinking Poiſon; 
would yet, could he have done ir, not have given 
his Accuſer a patt with him, Fr. Sat. r3. Sothat 
f it: be Unreafonable, it is not altogether the fault: 
of Chriſtianity; and they, in ſome meaſure, muſt 
condemn Thoſe, who have been accounted Wig 
Men in the World, and the-great Promoters of Vir- 
ke, before they can find fault with the Laws of 
our Lord. 
And, indeed, when the viſible things of the World 
do all joyn together (as they maniteſtly do) in 
kmd'of mutual Concord, forthe promotingthewel- 
Eire of Men'; (The Sun and Stars not ſhining to 
themſelves; The' Farth not bringing forth: Herbs 
and Fruit upor her owt Account: ;; A 
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and Fowls feeding merely for their own Lives z Þ:t 
all of theſe, either immediately or mediately, for 
Mans uſe and Service.) And allo when Men are born 
intotheWorld more impotent (as truly they are,) 
than any other Creatures; naked alrogether and 
helpleſs, for a longer time, than what brings many 
other things ro their full Growth and Perfection ; 
and this, that they may owe their being nurs'd upto 
the Tenderneſs and Care of others; it may ſeem 
to do more than hint, That, as Friendſhip and 
Good-will is highly.to be maintaurd amongſt us, ſo 
when, by any Perfons, they are broken, the Breach 
- 15 not to be continued ; but (by friendly yieldings, 
and the being afteCted with pity towards the Diſtem- 
. perof Mens Minds, as we uſually are towards the 
Diſeaſes of their Bodies,) is preſently to be cloled 
up. For ſhall the good of Men, which 1s ſo carried 
on by all things elſe, be negletted by ourſelves? Or 
ſhall the Paſſion of a Max, which may quickly weat 
off, prevail more for our Diſreſpef, than the Dig- 
wity of Human Nature ſhall for our kindneſs to him ? 
Bur, ſuppoſe thar a Retaliation of Injuries be not 
naturally againſt Juſtice ; yet, certainly, theſe Men, 
who urge the unreaſonablenels of Loving Enemies, 
cannot but grant. that, in caſe the Hiſtory of our Re- 
_ demption be true, it is but juſt and equitable, that 
our Enemics , while they are Enemies, ſhould be 


For, while we were Enemies to Chriſt, he dyed for w; 
while we had provoked God to throw his Wrath 
upon us; a Wrath which would have been greater 
than we could have born ; our Bleſſed Lord, in pity 
ro us, came from Heavento Save us. un 
And when We, merely by being Loved as Ene- 
mes, are preſerved from deſtruction , ſhall We 
think it ſuch an unreaſonable thing to. bear a Loving 
reſpect towards Thoſe who are our Enemies ? Elpe- 

: Clally 


cially, when the greateſt Treſpaſles which they can 
commit againſt us, are nothing in Compariſon of 
thoſe which we have committed againſt God ; and 
which are forgiven us by Him. 
| . Beſides, as Chriſt hath born our Image by taking 
| upon him our Nature, fo there 1s none of our Ene- 
| mies but retain 1n thelr Nature, as they are Men, 
the Honour that our. Lord hath done us; and, in 
ſome ſort, do wear his Image, And can we, if we 
rightly weigh things, ſhew any thing but Love there, 
where isa Reſemblance of the Son of Man, who hath 
ſhewed the greateſt Love to us? 
|  Andthough Injuries be done us by Thoſe, who bear 

the likeneſs of. Him that uever. did wrong to any 
Man, yet ſo far ſhould thoſe: Injuries be from hin- 
dring of our Love, that they ſhould rather put us in 
8 Mind of thoſe great Sins againſt God, which we 

daily mult be forgiven : And ſo ſhould quicken us 
to do that to our Brethren, which God 1a far grea- 
ter meaſures, through the Death of Chriſt, doth 
unto us, | 

Whence, ſuppoſing that there is Truth in Chriſts 
being our Sayjour,, the loving of Enemies, even 
while they perſiſt to be injurious, is not an unrea- 
{onable, but an equitable, thing, And that Chriſts 
coming into the World to fave us, is a certain Truth 
we bave the higheſt reaſon to belieye, 

But yet, whereas they further ſay, That thethus 

loving of Enemies doth take away that Hoyour and 
Courage, Which ſhould belong to us as Mer, we re- 


x 


ply; 
That it contributes much to our Honour and Cou- 
Tage : For he that fargives an Injury, is always, 
in the At of forgiving, Superiour unto him who-is 
 Torgiven, And, innot permitting the Miſcarriages 
of others to diſorder his Paſſions, he doth maintain a 
| Greatneſs of Spirit, which ſome others, who are 
"a Pre- 
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preſently for Revenge and drawing of Swords, are 
far ſhort of, Mznuti ſemper & infirmi eft animi, exi- 
guique voluptass UVltio, 18 a true ſaying of the Satyriſt : 
Iris the part of a mean Soul to be looking after 
Revenge, and taking pleaſure 1n It. 

And that Honour which, is ſo much talk*d of, 
and, mioſt an end, ſo much ſtood upon, what is it 
uſually but 'a Reputation among the vainer, and 
molt injudicious fort of Men ? -. And what pitifully 
mean Matters ſhall engage ſome in Iong and coſtly 
Law-Suits, and others in the venturing their Lives, 
upon the Account of this empty Reputation and Ho- 
nour ? . 2. 

Let a Man ſhew himſelf to be ſuch, who can ya» 
lue ar Ingenuous and Chriſtian Carriage towards 
| him; and who can reſent the contrary, but yet will 
Not permit any unworthineſs of others to get the 
upper-hand of his Reaſon and Charity : Let him ma- 
nifeſt to all about him, "that he is a Lover of Men; 
that he deſires their good, much more than he ſto- 
machs the wrongs they have done him : That he is 
more inclinable. (if they will give him leave, ) to 
ſhew Kindneſs to them, than to aCt any thing of Re- 
venge: That he leaves all Revenge unto God, whom 
It belongs unto; and yet earneſtly prays, that God 
will not execute it : Let him do all theſe things, 
and he will gain more Honour with thoſe that are 
the moſt underſtanding, ſober and good, ( from 
whom alone Honour deſerves to be termed fo,) 
than the Man ever ſhal], who rageth at every petty 
Injury, and breathes nothing but Threatning and 
Revenge. 

Yea, and laſtly, inſtead of thoſe new and greater 
Injuries, which, from ſuch a behaviour towards Enc- 
mites, are ſaid to have a fairer way made to fall up- 
o1 him, there will be, in all likehhood, the quits 
contrary eftect, | 
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For who is he, that will be forward to 1njure the 
Man, who, he ſees, is willing to be a_Friend to 
all? And, if he hath injured him already, whery 
he conſiders he hath injured ſo much Goodneſs, how 
will he caſt (as it were,) the firſt Stone at himſelf, 
be troubled at his fault, and endeavour to repair it, 
by a Submiſlive and Relenting Carriage ? | 

But if the Offendor be Stubborn, and hot ſo eaſily 
brought down, : yet the Offended Man's Chriſtian 


| and Charitable Deportment, without interruption 


continued, will ſurely at laſt melt him. Tothis end 
- Is that Precept, and the Reaſon of it, Rom. 12, 20. 
If thine Enemy Hunger, Feed bim; if he Thirſt, give 
bim Drink: for, in ſo doing, thou (halt heap Coals of 
Fire upon bis Head. It is a way of Speech alluding 
unto thoſe whg@ are Melters of Metals z; when a Me- 
tal is very hard they not only put Fire under it, but 
heap Coals upon it, and by this means, though hard 
to be Meltedit be, yet at laſt it yields to the Fire. 

So when to an Enemy, though of an obſtinate and 
moſt hardned Temper, a Chriſtian Love ſhall till 
be ſhewn; and kindneſles, upon good occaſions, be 
heaped upon his Head, He mult be harder than Iron - 
or Braſs who will not be ſenſible of them, and ſuffer 
his Evil to be overcome with Good. 

Theopb, He would deſerye that Thoſe, who are 
Enenues to him, ſhould for ever goon ſo to be; and 
that others, | not his Enemies, ſhould very little 
eſteem him, who, after ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, 
Ihall ſay, That it is unreaſonable to Love Enemies, 
even while they are ſuch. . ”” 

EwubiuJ. But let us go to the Fourth thing, which 
they, objec againſt theſe Laws, viz. That they require 
the Macerating of the Body with Faſting and Abſtinence; 
which, what is it, but the making 4 Man Cruel to his 
own Fleſh £ 


G 2 
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_ I freely acknowledge, Theophilus, That Faſting is 
a Chriſtian Duty ; and that when our Lord faith, 
whes thou Faſteſt enter into thy Cloſet, though it be 
not in the plain form of a Command, Thou ſhale 
Faſt, yet it 1s not hereby the leſs a Command. And 
the reafon1s, becauſe our Saviour, from the frequent 
Practice of Faſting, and the great Credit which this 
Daty among the Jews was in, did ſuppoſe it to be a 
Duty. And by his Precepts for the right perfot- 
mance of it, he may well be prefum?d to enjoyn the 
thing. And therefore in his Sermon he ranks it 
with' Prayer and Alms: Which Duties (and I may 
Jay, which Sermon too, as to every part of it,) copg- 
oF PraCticeof Chriſtians, ſo long as the World 

ands. | 
But, wherein, Theophilus, is it tha®the harſlneſs 
of this Law of Faſting lies ? hr 

If our Bodies are apt (as too apt they are,) from | 
conſtant Feeding, not to ſerve, but to rebel againſt 
the better part of us, our Souls ; is it ſo unreaſona- 
ble a thing to withdraw for a tiine their womed 
Nouriſhment; that from them our Prayers and 
Pratles may.not be Drowſie ; And our better thoughts 
not Clogg'd ? 

. Or, ifoutof a Senſe of our own Unworthineſs,we 
ſhall ſomtimes lay aſide all our enjoyments; refuſing 
to Eat the Fat, and Drink the Sweet ; that, in the 
iighr of God, we may acknowledge ourſelves lels 
than the leaſt of his Merctes ; (which ſure by reaſon 
of our continual Fallings we too truly are,) what 
{ſober Man can condemn us for ſo doing ? | 

Or, laſtly, if we ſhall make a ſuitable Expreſſion 
of Repentance for ſome Sins, which have chielly 
qu from the Body, by exerciſing upon it an 
oly Revenge, and denying it, for -a ſeaſon,.the 
things which are pleaſant z They mult be very un- 
reaſonable Men, who will ſay, That we do more 
- than what Is meet to be done, The 


The Religions even of the Heathens haye not 
been without their Abſtinences, as their Votive 10- 
es do teſtifie;' and their Wiſe Men have addited 
themſelves thereunto, Hence *Lucilizs 1s by Seneca 
exhorted to fare ſomtimes 1ſo hard ,' Lrberaliora ut 
ſint alimenta Carceris, That the Diet of a+ Priſon 
ſhould exceed his. Nay, Epicarus himſelf (whom 
theſe Objectors againſt Chriſtiayity are fo- willing 
to have their Maſter,) had his certain days,- quibus 
maligne famem extingueret, —ec toto afſe paſceretur. 
Which things ſurely may teach Theſe Men not to 
condemn our Holy Religion, by reaſon of the Ab- 
ſtinence which it enjoyns; eſpecially ſince this Ab- 
ſtinence is uſed for Ends ſo mnch-higher than the 
other, and ſuch as are truly excellent, © * 

So diſtant, Theophiins, are the Laws of Chriſt from 
the Imputation of Cruelty on the account of Faſting, 
that they allow us, ordinarily, the moderate Uſe, 
and, on Feſtival Days, whether Civil or Sacred, 
the more plentiful Enjoyment -of Gods good Crea- - 
Tures, fo far as they ſhall miniſter to an Innocent or 
Religions Chearfulneſs of Body and Soul. Nay, 
even 1n the very exerciſe of Faſting, our Bodies are 
not to be enfeebled, (as ſome Religious Mens of old 
were, whoſe Exceſles this way will rather be forgi- 
ven than rewarded,) bnt only made ſich as they 
ought to be, obedient to the Soul and to God. Yea, 
wethereby contribute to their Health and Welfare; 
which, by fulneſs of Bread, and exceſs of Wine, are 
too often deſtroyed, And, what is the chicf thing 
of all, we, by ſo doing, provide that they ſtall 
hereafter, to their endleſs Happineſs, be' Spiritual 
Bodies, If this be cruelty to ourſelves, I know nor, 
Theophilus, what will be kindneſs. This'is certain, 
that amidſt ſuch Ats of Mortification, there ariſeth 
a ſecret, but very grear, C6ntent and” SatisfaQtion. 
He who hath truly tryed, knowerlvit to be fo; . 
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86 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 

And then, for the Laſt Faulr that they find with 
theſe Laws, wiz. ' That they. bind us. to part with, our 
Eſtates and Lives for the aſſerting our Religion, when 
meerly ſome outward Compliance, and a denying of ſame 
few things only, and this no otherwiſe than.in ſhew for 
a time, would preſerve us which, Jay they, is a hard 
ſaying, and wbo can bear it * We anſwer; 

That we very feldom are broilght to theſe Ex- 
tremities.; our. holy Religion. ordinarily providing, 
that from the ſweetneſs of Nature, which it teach- 
eth us to nouriſh amongſt Men , : we ſhould enjoy 
both Eſtates and Lives with Peace and Safety. 

But then, Theopbilus, when our Lives and Wel- 
fare are, in the uſual courſe of the'World, fo well 
by our Lawgiver deſigned ; and Bleſſings in his Go- 
ſpel are made known unto us, ſo much better than 
Life, and all the Enjoyments of it; Can it ſeem ſo 
hard a faying, that, in a ſeldom and ſpecial Exi> 

_ gence, we ſhould, to the loſs of Eſtate and even 
of Life itſelf, confeſs this Lawgiver, and bear wit- 
neſs to this Goſpel ? ls _ 

Should our Lord have done ſo great things for 
vs, and permitted us to affirm or deny them,as,from 
hopes or fears in this World, we ſhould fee good, 
He himſelf would have been much wanting to the 
Religion he taught, and we might with ſome. req- 
{on have queitioned the Truth of it, when its Ay- 
thor was ſo little concerned for the Eſteem, and Ho- 
nour, it ſhould have among Men. . So that, in a 
right eſtimate of things, upon ſuppoſition that the 
Chriſtian Religion is true, our Lord.could not, in 
Juſtice and Wiſdom have done lefs, than required 
the parting with Eſtate and Life for the maintaining 
of It. - . , T " 

_ And Theſe Men, Theophilis, however they ſtand 

ſo much upon their Lives and Incomes in this paru- 
-cular, will yet be forward enough to venture me 
— oL 
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for the vindicating of their own Truth and Right ; - 
or for the aſſerting the Reputation of aFriend,; in 
things, oneither Hand, mean enough. And they*t 
think, that, in Genetolity, they are bound thus to 
| do. "Why. then ſhould they ſo much ſhrink of their 
| Courage, for the ſober and deliberate maintaining 
" of Truth, and Priviledges, that ſo highly concern 
them 3 and of the Honour of their Lord, who hath 
been, and i is, aFriend, beyond what the Friendſhip 
of all Men in the World, were it amaſs'd together, 

| could amount unto ? Indeed, were there an end of 
all Happineſs and Being, when this Life ſhould end, 


we could the leſs blame Men, if they, upon no Ace - '3 


counts, would part with their Lives; and, upon ve- 
ry few, let go their Eſtates. But when: Chriſtianity 
holds out a better Inheritance, and a better Life un- 
to thoſe, who ſhall be willing .tg become Poor, or to 
Dye for the Sake of Chriſt, Ja his Goſp el, there 
is more encouragement to hazard, yea, _ loſe all, 
in this cauſe, than in the beſt caule the World affords 
beſide. \ 

But, whereas it is urged, that when a mere out- 
ward Compliance, and a Denial only of ſome few 
things; and this, no otherwiſe than in Shew for 
a Time, would preſerve us, we are then unreaſon- 
ably required to ſuffer; I would ask, What way there 
15 to Confeſs our Lord and Aſſert our Religion before 
Men, beſides that of outward Geſtures and Words ? 
For the Heart, ' Men cannot diſcern; - and the 
Thoughts are beyond their Search. Where there- 
fore, there is an External Compliance with thoſe that 
are Enemies to Chriſt, and we Say as they Say; and 
Do as they Do; we deny Chriſt before Men, as 
folly as we know how to do. 

and ſurely the denying of only ſome thingsinour 
Holy Religion, cannot be thought to be made amends. 
tor, by other Thivgs being retain'd. - For, by the 
T5 4 : | ſane 


G8 The True Natnre of«the Divine Law, 
ſame reaſon, that One part of Chriſtianity 1s denied, 


any Other part, or All, may in the like manner 
| 


be ſo too, 
Neither, let any one imagine that there can be a 


denying of Chriſt, which ſhall be only the Wark of 


the Nerves and Muſcles, (as once a Jew aid hiscon- 
feſling of Chriſt was,) the Heart, in the meantime, 
.#20t conſentizg, and thereby continuing Sound. FOrL 


the Heart muſt needs be Faulty and Falſe, when 


7 ſhall ſuffer the Month to ſpeak Deceitful Things. 


Our Lords undiflembled bearing of Poverty and 


Want, Scandals and Reproaches ; and his moſt 
_ Faithful Suffering of the moſt Bitter and Accurſed 
Death for our Welfare, doth certainly deſerve, that, 
when good occaſion requires, we ſhould openly and 
fairly undergo the loſs of. Earthly Enjoyments, and 
of Lite itſelf, for hy Honour : and, with the laſt 
drop of our Blood, bear wizneſs to that Religion, 
for the Confirmation of which he ſhed his own moſt 


pretious Blood. This is the way for us to fill #p 


rnat which is bebind of the Sufferings of Chriſt, in our 
F/sh. For none of his Suftgrings for our Expiation 
are bennd , Thoſe he hath wholly undergone him- 
telt, and no Man could joyn with him in them : But 
a room foy our Teſtimony to the Truth of his Goſpel 


he hath lefr; and herein we can ſhare with him in. 


His Sufferings. And this let us do, willing to loſe 
ſome few years to come, (which, were we free from 
Troubles, we, upon the Account of Mortality, could 
not be ſure of,) rather than caſt a blot upon all the 
' years of our Lyfe paſt. Yea, diſeſteeming this whole 


ſhort Life, andall the Pleafures and Profits of ir, in . 
Compariſon of that Crown ard Bliſs, which are pre- 


pared for thoſe . who are {aithful unto Death. 
Though, truly, our Lord is very deſirous that our 


Lives ſhould be faved, rather than deſtroy?d, if,, by 


auy honeſt and upright means, they ſo:can be. And 


- therefore = 
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#4 of Diſobedience thereunto. 8g 

therefore he allows, yea commands us, if we be pry- 
cuted in one City, to flee unto another; and, if wittr 
Integrity we can preſerve our Lives, by no means to 
loſe them. Co PH 

However, let not this Command. of onr Lord, 
which requires us to part with Eſtates and Lives 
rather than deny him, be faulted as too rigid and 
hard, while the Rewards are ſa much beyond the 
Pains ; and while fo many of Thoſe, who have thus 
ſuffered, have had ſuch Aſfiltances and Joys afforded 
them, even in the midſt of their Sufferings, that a 
Man would almoſt wiſh for their Sorrows, could he 
but have their Joys together with them. From all 
which it may appear, Theophilus, that the Air (as 
was objected,)1snot too pure tobe breath*din ;. and 
that they are not unreaſonable Heights of Duty 
which are required of us. 
| Neither may it diſturb us, that this our Work is 
not, without difficulty, to'be begun, and, in like 
manner, for {ome time, to be carried on by us, For 
It 1s, in a ſort, a Priviledge which Angels have not, 
to teſtifie utito Pains, yea even unto Death itſelf, the 
Sincerity of Obedience. Which Teſtification of 
Sincerity, although it ariſeth from an Imperfe&ion 
of Human Nature, will yet be very acceptable un- 
to God; poſlibly, no;;feſs than that of the Holy 
wes Above, which is wholly free from all ſach Cog- 
And, while the chief Intent of our Lawgiver is 
to make y* Pow towards God, Compoſed in our own 
Breaſts, - Loving unto others, and Loved again by 
them 3 Perfed? as our Father in Heaven is perfett, who 
makes his Sun to riſe os the Evil and onthe Good; and 
[meting only the ſame meaſwre to others, which hath 
birſt been meted, by the Love and Compaſſion of 
Our Lord, unto us; we muſt, one would think, 
le very much Violence to the better laclinati- 

| ONS 
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ons of. our Souls, if we do not entirely love theſe 
Laws. | 
As for mine own part, Th-ophilus, (will you give 
me leave to ſpeak my Heart freely to you ?) my 
Love is ſo great to them, that, methinks, I would 
obey them all, not ſo mach becauſe I am commanded 
to do it, as becaule they are every way in themſelves 
fo worthy to be loved. I could wiſh,that they were 
even one with my Soul; and that all my Thoughts: 
and Aftions might proceed not more from Life, than 
from Them. And, ſo far would I he from queſti.. 
 oning the goodneſs, of them, that I would as ſoon 
doubt, whether 1t were good to Live and be Happy, 
-  Sodear are they unto me; yea, ſo much better than 
Life itſelf, — oo 
Theoph. 1 am much prevail*d upon by the Reaſons 
you have given ; and your laſt Aﬀectionate Words 
add ſo much a further weight to thoſe Reaſons, that 
they appear to me not to be more the Iſſues of your 
Brain than of your Heart, And therefore you may, 
on good Grounds, preſume, that they will be cot- 
vincing to others, when they have firſt been fo to 
yourſelf. | 
Bat, though 1 acknowledge the Laws of our Lord 
to require moſt reaſonable things of us; and do 
find that they truly have an high place in my Eſteem 
and Love ; yet Pll confeſs to you, Exbxlus, much 
dejected I am ſomtimes, when reflect upon my me- 
ny Failures. Reſolve, indeed, I do, for the greateſl 
Care and CircumſpeCtion, but yet my Sins do daily 
increaſe upon me 3 and what will it boot me to love 
_ theſe Laws, when everyday I tranſgreſs them ? To 
own them ſo admirably fitted for the perfe&ting ot 
our Nature, and the refining of our Praftiſe, whel 
I ſee mine own Nature ſo imperfect under them,' 
and my Pratcie ſo impure in Compariſon of them? 


Enbal. What 


- and of Difobedience thereunto," gy 
| Euby!. What you 'now- ſay, Theophilus, makes 
_ for, and will beſt be anſwer'd, be Confided 
ration of the Fourth thing, viz. Ee 
That from theſe Laws we bave a fair way for the Par- 
don of all Sins. : Gs one 4 
Moſt perfect theſe Laws are, (as you have heard,) 
but by reaſon of that weaknefs, - which is within us, 
and thoſe many ſtrong* Temptations,” which are 
without, they are not like to be perfectly obeyed. - 
All that we can do, is, as it-were, a great way off 
to behold and admire that perfection , which we 
cannot of ourſelves attain unto; and to grieve, that 
we daily and heurly, ſome way or other have-Sinn?d 
againſt it. —” 6 p - i 
But yet there is bope in Iſrael concerning this thing, 
Our Bleſſed Lord Llnowftie our frine ata ; and 
ſeeing that our ſtrength and abilities are but ſmall, 
hath added two other Laws of Faith and Repentance, 
in which we may find ſome cheering, in reſpeCt of 
thoſe many Breaches of the Divine Laws, which'lie 
as a welght upon our Souls. 
That of Faith requires thus much of us. . 
That we believe in Chriſt as a Saviour, who, by 
his precious Blood for us Shed, hath appeaſed Gods 
Wrath, and obtain'd Remiſſion for all the Sins of 
Men ; and for ours, in.that number. And fromthe 
mighty importance of this Law, and the infinite be- 
nefits it affordeth unto us, the whole Goſpel, and all 
the Laws thereof, are, in a comprehenſive Word, 
called the Law of Faith. 6 ies f34 
And, in this reſpect, it is much different fromthe 
Old Law, Perfect Obedience was required by That, 
and becauſe perfection of Obedience is neceſlarily 
grounded upon a perfection of Nature, the Law 
leemeth therefore to have been the Rule, not of our 
WW \Vorks only, but of our Nature alſo; which at the 
Creation was committed pure into our Hands, a 
| _ ut 
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But thisLaw of Faith, by reaſon of Human N;: 
tures having been periect in Chriſt, and having Doxe 
alſo, without the leaſt faulure, whatſoever was 1n. 
cumbent on the Repreſentative of Mankind to do; 
and, as united with the Divine Nature, having ſuf 
red likewiſe what Puniſhment was Due to the Sins 
of Men ; this Law, I ſay, of Faith doth Command 
that we ſhould not rely upon any Righteouſneſs 0 
our own ? not yet Deſpair for any Sin, whether he. 
Jonging to our Nature, or more particularly to our 
own Perſons; but ſhould haye our Eyes, upon Hin, 
_ alone, by his Merits, hath purchaſed Salyatia 
or us. : 

The Law of Repentance 1s this, vis. 

- That we truly be ſorry for what Sins ſoever me 
commir ; and do Keartily endeavour an amendment 
of Life. And this ſhall be available, through th 
Death of Chriſt, for our Pardon. 

Repentance ſhall not, Theophilus, be unto Sins 
after the ſame manner, as Sacrifices in Moſes Lay 
were. Not the ſmall Sins only ſhall be done away,bit 
the great ones alſo ſhall no leſs. For he who hat 
called us unto Repentance, .hath been a propitiatia 
Tor all the Sins of Mankind: alike; for thoſe of 1 
deeper Dye, as well as thoſe of a lighter Stain : An 
His Blood is, againſt the greateſt Offences, and tix 
4malleſt Infirmities, equally Efficaciouss Of Ol 
if a Man had unwillingly KillPd his Brother, and ws 
truly ſorry for it, the avenger of Blood was, nd 

withſtanding, allowed to Slay him, if he could ove! 
take him before he reach?d to the City of Refugt 
The Sin here (if it were not rather an unhappinels) 
was ſo farimputed, as That he muſt dye for it, | 
another could run faſter than he; which might.nap 
en'to be.a thing beyond his power to prevell: 
And though this might ſtir. up a dread of willli 
Muzder, and a tender careto' preſerve the Lg 0 
1 OL 
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others, by ſignifying the Blood of Man to be'of fo 
great Blob even He, who thed it againlt his 
will, was not to be eſteemed wholly innocent ;/ iT 
yet might ſeem to be very ſevere; But, andere 
Chriſts Laws, the Sins which'we truly repent of, 
ſhall. not be reckoned to our account, mereiy for 
ſome accidental Occurrences, which we could [not 
by any foreſight put by. Muck leſs ſhall an unavoid- 
able Ignorance, or Efrour, without a'Sin, bring pu- 
niſhtnent upon us. No'Sin is there, which Repen- 
tance will not' obtain Forgiveneſs for , exceptone 
alone, 4nd that is The $1 apainff the Holy .Ghoft, 
which will never be forgiven, neither in #his World, wor 
in that which .s to: comey neither under the Jewiſh 
State, nor the Goſpel Difpenſation. And yet even 
This Sin (if now it can be committed; when the 
miraculous Demonſtration of the Spirit 'is ceafed, } 
is not impardonable in Men-ſo, as if Repentance, 
were it there, could not prevail for Renſfron {But 
it is therefore impardonable, -becauſe it is attended 
with an impenitent Obdurateneſs , arid a perverſe 
Obſtinacy againſt the Means of Salyation, ſo'graci- 
quſly and evidently ſet forth jinto'tliem.” 
Thofe words to Simon Mayw®Adts $8. 22. Repent 
Lo thy Wickedneſs, if perbaps the Thought of vhine 
eart may be forgiven thee, ſhew not that St: Peter 
doubted whether the fault would be remitted though 
there ſhould be true Repentance > but that the Loube 
was, whether the Repentance wonld be true or'no! 
Or rather, that way of ſpeech tmports the Apoſthe 
not as one that doubteth, but as one that encoura- 
geth aSinner ina moſt difficult caſe to repent,” And 
Eſau's finding, no place of Repentance, (Heb. 12.1 7) 
thugh be ſought it carefully with Tears, doth by 1 
means tignifie that either himſelf did not repent, of 
that his true Repentance would mot be accepted with 
God; (much lefs that any truly repentant' - 
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the Goſpel may, in ſome caſes, fail of Forgiveneſs 
of. his Sinsz) But that he found no ſuch Repentance 
in his Rather Iſaac, as to reverſe the Bleſſing, which, 
chrough-miſtake, (but by God's eſpecial Providence 
ſo ordering it,) he had < ha to Facob the younger 
Brother, ' 
_ -The Denying Repentance, as ſome Chriſtian 
Doctors in. antient Times did, to thoſe who ſin. 
ned after Baptiſm, did very ill commend the Ad- 
miniſtration of Baptiſm unto Infants z who might 
ſeem thereby to be put into. a more. dangerous 
eſtate, than, had they. not. known.the Font, . they 
would have been ; and it. was a Severity which had 
no true warzant from our Lord, or his Apoſtles 
And though the Primitive Church did not pw 
Adulterers, Idolaters., and Murtherers to Repenr- 
tance ; and alſo did utterly refuſe Thoſe, on their 
Death- bed, as unpardonable Offenders, who had 
lived wickedly all their Lives ; yet ſhe called them 
dE ba not becauſe God would. not forgive 
them, but, becauſe it was is bis Power alone to doit: 
There being no way (as ſhe thought,) left for par- 
don, through the Miniſtry of Eccleſia ſtick Perſons 
to be had, Or, at leaſt, ſince Abfolution A 
have been, in ſome ſort, a. warranting of. the pat- 
don, ſhe thought It better not to grant it, in ſuch 
hazardous caſes, than not to ſatisfie herſelf | in the 
doing it,” But yet ſhe never thought, how great i0- 
everthe Sin or Sins were, that there would not cer- 
cainly be a place for pardon, where there was a true 
and worthy Repentance, 

And _ T7 - hilw., who would not be cheered 
amidſt his dejectedneſs for Sins, from ſuch mercifal 
Laws, as theſe are ? Who would not Tove the Laws, 
which allow ſuch ecaſie Terms for Pardon and Happ! 
neſs ? If oxr L awgiver bad required ſome great thing o 


#7, wonld we nat have done it ? How much as 
whe 
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when he commands ſuch equal and reaſonablethings 
| astheſe are? : nn. 
* Thooph. Yon have much quieted my Feafs : And 
thoſe Clouds which ſomtimes hang upon my Soul, 
are, in great-meaſure,. blown away. Only, me- 
| thinks, 1 am more than ordinarily concern'd at my 
Sins, ſince' they have been committed againſt that 
God, who, from my poor Repentance, 1s ready to 
forgive me. And, by my believing 18 Him, who 
hath done what MankindYhould have done; and ſuf- 
fered, what they ſhould have ſuffered; I account my- 
ſelf the more obliged, and am, indeed, the more 
inclined, to obey his Righteous Lawsz and, if occa- 
ſion were, even to ſuffer for his Sake, 

Eubul. You ſay very well, and by your Words do 
contribute to the right Conception of Faith,” and 
Repentance,-' For there are ſome, who make Theſe 
to ſtand in oppolition to the other Laws of our 
Lord; which they, throughout their Lives, do the 
uy __ to break, becauſe a Pardon. is fo. ecafie to 

e had, F. | 

| Theopb. What you ſpeak, I haye, with much con- 
cert, obſerved in more than a few.:++ Some are yery - 
willing to think, ſince their Own Righteouſneſs is not 
to be relied upon, but Chriſts Merits alone to be 
truſted in, that therefore, if they do but Belteve, it 
41S no matter how they Tzve. And, as if Obedience. 
were not a neceſlary thing, they have urged thoſe 
'Words of the Apoſtle, viz. That the Law, which was 
Engraven in Stones, is done away; which, ſay they, 
mult be meant of the Moral Law ; That alone. be- 
ing it, which was Written in the Tablesof Stone. 

' And then, for Repentance; if they Exerciſe that, 
many yeaxs hence ; yea, though itbe bur alittle be-- 
fore their Death, they?l perſuade themſelves it is 
time enough. - 'The Thief while ox tbe Croſs 3 and 
Ihe Labowrers at the Eleventh Horry were accepted. | 
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Exbul. But, Theophilus, how little would the Ex. 
Cellence of the Laws of Faith and Repentance be, 
it they fhonld make way for ſuch anc Practice! 
And to what purpole are there ſo many other Laws 
given by the Son of God, 'if the Obſervance of them 
be of ſo little Moment ? Surely, unleſs the Enenty of 
God and all Goodneſs, be taken into. Conſultation, 
It. can never be thought, that, when Mankind was mi 
{able by reaſon of their Sin, Chriſt Jefus ſhould in 
facha wonderful manner Fave the Glory of Heaven 
and Shed his moſt precions Blood, to this Exd, vis, 
That they might without fear and danger, commit Sin; 
andwith the greater aſſurance and confideuce continue 
71 it. | 
_ They willingly are ignorant, that Chriſt Dyed to 
Vindicate the Authority of the Divine- Law, which 
theyihad Violated ;;;and that therefore it was after- 


<> 


ward more carefully to be obey'*d. NE 
_ ., They are very ready not #o rel pon their own 
Righeoeſis ur rhey tle conſider chat the ne 
Relying upon it, doth ſuppoſe that Righteouſſiek 
there is to be, on which they muſt notrely ;, and that 
they ſhould be as careful to practiſe it, as they are 
forward not to rely upon it. Otherwiſe, it would 
be the Practiſing of Wickedneſs, rather than theu 
yot Relying on their own Righteouſneſs; which 
are as far different, /as the heing humbly Religious, 
is fromthe being audaciouſly Profane, 
.Nar, doth their Truſtiag in Chrift”s Merits as ha 
ving done and ſuffered what they were to do and {uf- 
fer, procure them a Pardon of their Sins, ſo, asthey 
may {till perſiſt to-be Sinful. All Sins ſhall be pardon- 
ed; for which, under the Law ſtri&tly conſidered, 
Zhere was no Hope ; but not abſolutely pardon'd, 
-without any further Conſideration or Conditioo. 
l; The great benefit of Faith is this ; to wit, That in- 
| * fleadof perfef{ Qbedience, our fincere Endeavours je | 
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and of Diſobedjence therenhto. 97 
be accepted. And where Theſe are, what Defetts 
ſoevet there be in us, they. ſhall all'be made up, by 
the Merits of Chriſt, who 5s ower Righteouſneſs, But 
no benefit is there to be expected, it we endea-' 
your not at all, or be unſincere In our Endea- 
yours. ies 
The Apoſtle*s words, That the Law which was 
engraven in Stones is doxie away, are to be underſtood 


| of the Law as it was part of the Covexant with.the 


Fews, not as it was a Rule for all Men. In that if 
was the Law of Nature, ahd written in the Hearts 
of Men, before it was written in Tables, it ſtill 
obligeth, and for eyer wilt oblige, to Obedience, 
Nor can any one, unleſs he hath bidden a Farewel 
to all Reaſon, imagine-that our Lord would bring 
the Moral” Laiw into the Goſpel, delivering it in 


greater plainneſs, and raiſing it to an higher Perfe- 


ction, that, after all, Mens Obedience thereynto 
ſhould not be neceſlary ; or that Faith in Him, who 


came to deſtroy the Works of the Devil;ſhould give a Li- 


berty tothe practiſing thoſe Works. _ | 
To behort ; Faith, though but a ſingle word jt 

be, is yet" an highly comprehenſive one, and inclu- 

deth mighty things'in it; - Such as; in good ſort, do 


correſpond t6 theinfinite and wonderful ove which 


tiath been-ſhewn 'to Mankind. -- It implyeth a Know- 
ledge of the great Myſtery of our Redemption : ' A 
Cloſing with the- Will of: God, which is holy 208 
good : A ſober aud right\ uſe of Reaſon: A Couragi 

efſerting 0f our Holy Religion againſt all Oppoſiti- 
ofis : An anfeigned Love both to God and to Men; 
with a deep ſenſe of our Unworthinefs, and an Afe7- 
onate Ackwowledginent of our owing all to the Di- 


vineBounty; Whoare they then can think, that if = 


they do but believe, it's no' matter how they live 2 
And.from which of all theſe Attions (which make 
up the very-Being of Faith, ) is there fo much. as the. 

H leaft 


io, ; be Fes 5 T7 no. = 5 WS I Ry te eb at on 2 dat Eres _ 
b F oo Re oe batons - Ro fo Be”. Pet. 6-5. Es LS 36 Cate x 2_ 14d af CIO” 3 EV TRY 006-5 SR. fe Re ot ls” ee 7K 22 Di. 
* I En Ee YO Ser ml” 1 IE be NE Ih oo ant. OS Ct S ETA £ Y : * ; ho de 4 ; SE 9. $7 I SY . 
OL ES RE DE re of ot ESC Core ot AI 3 I PINTS AP BY y 7 4G 1-50 the 4 : . rage » Eo IE IE SR 
WE Lee: NOS. h$.4. F . ” } Ret 
$- X * g : 

+ £06 ol - , 
5 "90 
p- . 

; R | 

F4 TW 
98 E , Ty [/ 4 4 ? p 
.. . l y : 
F 


Teaſt Countenance to a looſe Converſation.?. Nay, 
' there cannot be ſtronger Obligations to a Saber, 
R ipBieous. and Godly Life, than Theſe are ; and ig 
the exerciſe of them, this Sober, Righteows, aud Godly 
Life doth conſilt. | 
And how, 7 heophilu, can any wreſt Repentance 
for Sin to the further and more ſafe committing of Sin ? 
Shall the Example of the Thief oz the Croſs, which 
was written for Mens Comfort, adminiſter to their 
Preſumption ? They conlider not the Eminency of 
that poor MalcfaCtox's Faith, from which his Re- 
pentance did ſpring. 1t 1s not altogether impro- 
bable, thar this was the firſt Opportunity he had 
of believing in Chriſt, However, the tinge of hiy 
believing, and hoping for Mercy, was very remagk- 
able. That when our Lord was in Torments a 
rvell as he, and was deſtitute of all Earthly = 
ports, He Thex ſhould be. fought unto : When he 
vas forſaken of. his Diſciples, derided by the Souk 
 diers, and reviled by the other Thief, as one juſtly 
fufferingz That Then he ſhould be acknowledged 4 
a Lord; That Ther he ſhquld be own'd. and hy 
Mercy thus begg'd, Lord, have Mercy nper me when 
 thou-comeſt in thy Kingdoms, was 2 more than ogdi- 
nary Act of Faith, and a Repentance very my 
* ney from the time in which it was begun and 
iſhe 7 
But can Theſe, who have been Baptized into 
Chriſt's Neath, and have given up their Names unto 
him, as ſoon almolt as they were hora , and hit 
with Solemn Vows of Fighting Manfully wider Wd 
Banner, againſt the World, the Fleſh aud the Devil 
Can Theſe ſay, That ſome of the Laff Days of then 
Life are the Firſt Opportuities they have had of Wat 
Faith, which muſt give Life to their Repeatance } 


Should they ſay it, the many outward Calls they have 
| had by God's blelled Word read and heard:; the 
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inward, _ s of his Hgly Spirit, moving them 
to nyo Duty; 8 many Checks of Conſcience they 


have felt in_cheir Jinful and (unchriſtian Practices, 


would be ready to contradidt. them to their Face. 


And then, for tbe Time, (though they ſhould be 
as. near their 2h as the Thief was,) the caſe with 


Theſe and with Him is ik ifferent. 
ut, 


o Hour is there now in it, it may be ſaid, 
That Chriſt is riſest from the Dead; Aſceuded into Hea- 


ven; hath giver Gifts unto Men 3, and hath had af 


Power given nnto bim;; and of theſe things we have 


had as great Proofs as Cal reaſonably be.deſired : 
= Which makes the Encouragements of turning unto 


Chriſt now, to be far greater, than in-that ſad and 
diſmal Stare of bis Poſt Zou ON the Croſs they were. 


Unleſs Theſe Men could be put in the __ Cir- 
cumſtances with the Thief; or in ſore not altogether 
alike unto his ; which cannot likely be, (while they 
ſhall thus from the means of Salvation, contriye fc 


| their Sins ; ) there will be ſmall hopes for them 1 1n 


their late Repentance. 
As for Thoſe, who wrought in the Vineyard zo 


ſooner than the Elevemb Howr, and yet were reward- 


&d alike with the Earlieſt, ir.is to be underſtood of 


thoſe wha 1 were called no ſooner, as Is evident from | 
| Matth. 20.6. 7. About the Elevent Eq Hogs he went out, 


and fond others ſtanding idle : ; ſaith unto them, 
you | te? They {; \'F unto Fo. beonifh 


d us; where by Hiring we Are to nn- 


ating 3 ph. Callir may have reſpe 
I60 fa le Perſons, or elle Nations, i 


ole Per auth o have not heard Mk Ts | 


or \Thok not had opportugities of 

the Myſteries agd Preceprs of it, if, AGING 
are acquainted with them, and ate. igri 

their ames unto Chriſt, = ſhall ſincerely —_ It: . 


H 2 though. 
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thoagh it bein reſ peck of their Lives, adthe Eleventh 
Houc'to the Day, they ſhall nor, be refuſed, 
-Andhe like taay be ſaid of Nations, even at the 
later end of the World; They ſhall as dear inthe 
ſight of God as thofe wh ch wks Hat earher calls: 
"But the Receiving a Penny at the Ninth and Ele. 
venth Hour is nor to be underſtood of Them, who, 
havin ng, been Baptizcd in their "Infancy , andout: 
y profeſſing Chriſtianity all along, have & 
ferred the praQticef i It till their laſt years. * © 
For, they were (as I may io ſpeak,) Hired af. th 
firſt Hor, and have'i4led it ever fince. And thel 
Idleneſs 7 ito b2eftcem'd much different from chat 
the other., * The'other wrought nor, becanſe as'y 


| they had no Imploytnent, nor place i in the Vineyard; 


But Theſe had Imployment and Place 1n it, ws were 
Unfaichiul and Pity: And ſo may expeRt Pu 
niſhment for' their early and . continued negle@ 
while'the other- fhall_have a foll Reward fry on 
late "Labour; Tate. indeed , yet "as, early as then 
TR ro 

{ will not ay, but the late Obedience'of thoſe i 
have been early called, may ſomrimes be ſincere; 
and, m Mercy, a cepted by God. 'But the Scrip: 
rare accounts of itas a thing not ordinary, and, -as1t 
were, ont of the uſual courſe. Let us except. | ts 
oneMiſtance of the Thief on the Crols, ns 
be looked upon as a tpecial and un-common Exatt 
ple," (and therefore-ir. ſtands by itlelf” in the wh 


Book of God :) Andive ſhall find: the Gf 


miſe, 3rfthe'uſual Current of it; 'Eternal Rewardsto 
that Obedience oftly,' which hath Perſeverance joyn- 
ed with it';/ and whith?P2f5 »nto, not? begins at,” the 
end of Be. "Hethat endurethito the end ſhall be \ſavel 
and, b4thow Fra 1800 Death, nd* T will give 
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| Sgch conſiderations as theſe, Thiophilys, . for the 
truz' Conception of Faith and* Repenrance, art te- 
Suifte abroad,” where ſo many either do not under- 

and them rightly, or elſe, are willing, by falſe 
arguings, to make. them.ſerve for .quits other than ' 
Chriſtian Ends. : "And to Vs they may be of uſe,” ap 
leaſt ſo far,' as fo ſtif up vir Grief; that the Tavoit 
| of our Lard inthe Pargoning of Sins, ſhould. by any 
be abuſed. to theſFepreater SG adcingatibn: EE 

" Theoph. Thy Hot only encline ime ro gtjevt tot 
theſe miſerable Men, who are (0 much their hs Ene- 
 mies ; but do” atfo give'me a pleaſare in concetving 


mA 
= 


theſe inſtances' of 'Holy' Writ (mentioned by. = 


more” fully, and to'berter advantage, than before 
td,” That knowledge being” tioſt,” of all-vthers: 
delightful to me, and fatisfatory, which *atiſerh 
fromthe Laws'of our Lord; or which is infftuniet 


talto the better *uniderſtanding and 'prattiſing- of 


them. Wo 10 | 33 


Tt 


te 


Pare Manſions for 

the'Clonds with p 
[1 
: 


| | A ; ;» , , 13h | | 
r02 The True Nature of the Diviiie Law, 


onr underſtandings be entertain'd ! Mea are uſi ally 
raken with great things; State, and Grandey 
though ſuch in appearance only, draw the Eyes, 
the molt; if really ſuch they be, and do carry.jn 
them true Worth, ( as here they eminehtly de ) 
They! engage the Hearts alſo of the Wiſe and the 
OQ . s EL. ers 73 
Truly, our Faith, from the Sweet and Admirs, 


. | 4 


ble matter ir is fraught with, ers fy . work, by 
Love; Love, not only to God and Men, but even 
to the Law likewiſe by which it is enjoyn'd. _ 
Such Majeſty, as is. included ia qur Faith, isno 

I confeſs, to be found in Repentance ; which con 
fiſts chiefly in thoſe Actions, that are Humble 
and Lowly. Buthow coney isit that an offending 
| Soul ſhould be humbled before an offended God; 
who,. at ſuch Submiſſion and Sorrow, condeſcend, 
and acceptsit with the greateſt Love ! A Face whic 
hath ſo Holy a Sadneſs in it, and is. wet with ich 
Religious Tears, cannot but appear amiable : Yea, 
even to the Perſon who thus repenteth, there ari- 
| ſeth a ſecret Satisfaction in the midſt of Sorrow; 
and it is none of the leaſt Chearings to him, tha 
he can grieve, in carneſt, for his Sins againſt fſogre 
cious a Father. ST 
And thus much, Theopbilu ,, may fre for the 
Canfideration of the Laws themſelves: And if (ike 
Thoſe, who walking over pleaſant Fields and flowery 
Meads, as not content alone with Delights u the 
Way, will look back, and bring into one proſpect, 
what ſucceſſively, and by parts, did ſo much pkale 
_ them,) we ſhall turn our Eyes back upon theſe Laws, 
and behold them in the Bulk, which fingly were io 
excellent, they will afford us a new Delighr in. the 
Review. There is none of them that is unſuty 
and diſagreeing to another. They are not like that 
Face, whoſe Features by themſelyes were Ry 
” y 
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bat oy were A 4 but they are fach, as in- 
cteaſe each others Luſtre, and ſhew a Symmetry al- 
together Divine. 
Theoph. It is fo, Eubwlus, When I confider the 
| Laws which require Duties to God, I am the more 
in love with thoſe which enjoyn my Behaviour to- 
wards Men, And when I weigh thoſe that relate to 
others and myſelf, thoſe towards God appear more 
= advantageouſly to me ;. and I preſently am excired 
to put them into practice, by reverencing, ISving, 
and praiſing Him, who hath given ſuch 'Laws unto 
us. | Every particular Preeept towards God, towards 
Men, Wks myſelf, enkindles my AﬀeCtion to- 
wards the reſt ; and they A/ogether, do highly ſer 
of, z2d commend to my Love, every Particular, 
And this our Love to the Divine Law is nt 
like our Love in many other caſes. , * which, when 
ve recolkt ourſelves , and betake ns to ferious 
Thdaphts. goes tefs, For the gaining AcceP- 
| tance and Poa no need is there of thoſe Artifi- 
ces that the Religions Inſtitutions, among the Hes. 
hens, trad ; which from Hieroglyphicks, Fables, 
> s and divers Superſtitions, were ſerved up 
ration te the Imaginative $-rp , than to the Ug- 
&tſtanding; and made to pleaſe e not the Wiſe 
munch, as'the Miiltitude. e Chriſtian Laws fe 
fn _ xercingand critical Eyes looking inte 
a by ſevering the oreateſt Excellency tb 
Who kh the quickeſt Sipht, atid profoundeſt 
| Yidpihetit , Joyn'd with 'a6 Upright Mind. Ati 
ther LR our Love to rhein pets hew Stretigrh fron 
tation, as havi Righ ght Reafonfor a'Foih- 
; from which, an Youfe bitte uþot! 2 
Te may ſtand ftrongly, and not He caft down 
26k abited, or any Wind or Waters thit thay cothe 
| gant "a 
Ewþul. And truly, TA; 1find it a very prove 
{a 
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Inducement for the raiſing our Love to theſe Laws, 
That They, of themſelves, are grievous unto none, 
but, as the Manna was, are, In a ſort, fitted to 
every Palate, unleſs to thoſe that are an os Vi. 
tiated. Who is ir, that ever had jult cauſe. to re- 
' pent he had yielded Obedience to them ? Tg 
whom, in the exerciſe, do they not bring Content 
and Satisfaction ? If at any time they ſeem to cre- 
ate Trouble to a Man, it is rather becauſe others 
trangreſs them, than becauſe he himſelf obſerveth 
them: A-thing which cannot be ſaid of ather Laws, 
Some of thoſe which are profitable for the Commu» 
nity, are not ſo for ſome particular Men ; who, for 
the publick Good , muſt be content to bear ſome 
private Inconventences ; and fome, advantageous 
to a few Perſpns, may not be ſo to a Nation in 
general, na 

Neither 1s there any thing, in its awn. Nature 
truly Good, which is omitted in their InjunCtions; 
nor any thing, in its own Nature truly Evil, forgot- 
zen In their Prohibitions, Nor can there be 
the leaſt occaſion (as inthe wiſeſt Human Conſtitu- 
ions ſomtimes there is,) for ſecond Thoughts to add 
any thing unto, or alter any thing in them. , 

Yea, Theophilus, if we conſider the Laws of our 
Lord, as they have relation only to Civil Society, 
and the Welfare of Men in this World, how far do 
they ſurpaſs thoſe of the moſt noted Lawgivers! - 

| We find not among his Laws any that look. like 
that of Solon; which required that Al, -iu Publick 
Seditions, ſbiuld run and joyn with the juſter Part. 
and orcered that, if ayy did not ſo, be ſhould fa 
ever after be infamous. For, when ſhecious Preten- 
ces ſhould make (as very often they do,) the Worſt 
Side, to the Many, look fairer than that which is 
1s really the Better, and every one,mult of neceſſity 
take his Sword into his Hand; what a Flame 9h 
CO Yes "09 we IO 
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| there, hereby, be blown up'in a. Commonwealth, 
without any - probable means left of quenching it, 
but by large Effuſion of Blood !. So that' Plutarch 
| might well call this a ſingular and altogether New 
| Law ; nor. would the good Inrent out-weigh the 
ſad Conſequences of it, had It upon occafion been 
faithfully put in practice. | 
BS He doth not inſtitute, with Lycargys, That Toxth 
from Hardſhips of Edwcatiou ſhould be inured to Thieve 
for their Meat 3; and ſhould. be commended, if they 
, WS could do: it cunningly, } and without being found 
X out: An ill Foundation furely'for Honeſty in greater 
* WE Matters to be buile upon, when they ſhould be Men. 
_- Neither doth he, with Plato in his Republich , 
take away a Fathetly Afﬀedion and Filial Duty, by 
indulging a Community of Women, . Nor hath he any 
| Law like that of Ariftatle in his Polzticks, which 'en- 
: joyns That Lame and Deformed Children ſhould be caſh 
3 WY out, and z0t ſuffer'd to live. | |: 


- WE . And, as none of our Lords: Laws are, in_them- 
1 WY {clves, evil, or of. bad conſequence to Society, va 
- WY theſe now mentian'd, and. others that might. be. 
| WY mentioned, are ;)' ſo, if .any Law. of his ſhall, by 
Craft, and an ill Mind, be made injprious unto any, 
r WW there are other Laws, which' come in' for a ribs 
, BY Pounding of ſuch a Law ; and do allow no'room for 
0 BW Guile and Fraud. to work upon. . If any fhall, on 
purpoſe to our wrong, make uſe of. the Law thatire- 
quires, If 2 Man ſmite us 08 0ne Check, to turn the 
W other ; or of that which bids us Give to every one thas 
aketh of us ;, and, of him, that tahetb away our Goods, 
yot to ask, them again, (which Laws are, in a ſignal 
manner, deſigned for the eſtabliſhing of Peace and 
Charity,) there are Laws, that ſecure theſe-to'k 
Rational Prattics, by: telling theſe Men , That 
WWhatſoever they would, C1, e. 'in Right Reaſon 
Would,) that Mes ſhould do unto them, they rr 
peaves 
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ſelves ſhould do the ſame vo others : And byal. | 
loving outtelves to call che Serpents Wiſilbm to 
the Doves Innocence. Had there been ſuch Provyi. 
ſion made, by the Arbexiau Lawgiver, for the right 
limiting of his Law, which required the Cancelling 
all Obligations and Debrs paſt, That, which was w 

»-ntended for the Relief s, the Poor, had not proyed 
ſo great an Oppreſlion to others, as it did. The 
Fraud of many had been prevented ; -tind the Rep 
tation of his own Juſtice Jad not been hurt. 

Neither do our Saviours Laws fit us only for one 
State of Life, and render us altogether ' to & 
nother; as it is obſerved Lycwpgww*s did. ey teh 
ded chiefly to make the Lacedemonians able for War; 
and were ſo ill conſtituted for Peace, that whih 
That People were free from Enemies adroad, they 
quickly declined at home ; not fo much by the 
Breach of good Laws, as by the Want of thera. 

[ndeed, the Laws of Chtiſt 8d. Chiefly 1 
andeſtabliſh Peace; anddo admirably provide againſt 
thole Vices that are the attendantsof Peace; as Lunt 

, Sloth, Wantonnefs, and fach Hike ; "but yet, 
they no leſs inſtrutt us to a right. Deportment it 
Troubleſom Times. And, moredver, whena Righ- 
teons Cauſe puts a Sword into 8 Chriſtian's Hand, 
they teach him a Valour beyond that of other Ken. 
A Valour which ſhall not owe itſelf tox Paſſion, that 
overwhelms conſideration ; but which fhall be - om, 
and well-grounded; from an aſſured hope that God 
wall ther give ſucref anto han tere, or wHl 1t6+ 
mrs him after Death. 

Whence Macbiavel furely had ſmailreaſon to reflect 
upon the Chriſtian Laws, UW thoſe, whivh, by teach 
ing fo much Meckneſs, and Patienve, indiſpeſed 

Men for great underrakings ; > Which, according t0 
him, could not be accompliſhed withoot ſom of 


thing 
Cruelty, And he il-affirn'd the Religions of = 


GSM T 0D TRhERSMNTHRAATD=bS aw =. 


TY 
0 


2 fhare of Tnhumaoſty 10 em. what this 


FT > T7 &® =o T & 


1 _ 
are, tlfat dont; which too 
ry PN fo aprafirags re tn | 
ha ; whatever Right a Man = Yo. whatbe + enjoys, 
be bath it ofe | 2 inward Retire 5 aud Pirtxe c. Or, 10 


ab aa Diſobedtente rhevewnto,. r67 | 


Men Better for tighty tis. a8 2ccifftoi 
WR th NE RCdeR oy acrilices, to Blovd ann 


on O, 
Deas if high EntetPrizes did ne Ss Ta ct e 
ays 


might the better be artende unto. But if thoſe 


ations. Tt ate kelly Noble, in which Cs bE'Is 


Reaſon ,.. atid” Hdor yell with J Ice 
at Temperate, how falſe «nd gif n&enuons an lni- 
ration | E faſtens.on the Lays of Chriſtianſty I 


Ro Tb Laws of TY t;ora are indeed (0 CoM» 


\"a$ that they highly promote the Welfare 
7 (Soi in this World, by Eſtabliſh all thoſe 


blick Virtues, Wi a; which the publick Good 
I cy, {fd (6. "The 11{0)3 dep toreblerhen it 18, 
'W, ho'are C tians, "71 from fly Nb 

r Lord 0 r his A poltles, t ak up vs 'h 
| ng to PG P of Govern- 


ociety. ' Two Opii Aitdns rr ny ri 
and are, 


2 Word, Th 
this they infer $ntts J 


Jomimion 's fe 


whether Fo World, things ,Þr ſent, or 


all are * ora And hence if they _ 


ion of their own SanCtity, Ry > Tas 
Re ker  they.( ECEs IEG als 
to take as their own, What : A I have -no 
Title unto, By which means 5, Kigh coulnels Ld 
Honeſty, Br arethe great Eltabliſhersof Society, 
are, as to thefe Perſons, deſtroyed ; and conſequent- 
ly Society itſelf diſturb'd. 

The other Opinion (which for its illnels may well 


| be ranked with che now merttion'd,) js this, Thas 


Sovereign 
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| Sovereign Princes may be Refiſted, in the Defence and 
Maintenance of True Religion ,, as being that which i 
dearer than Life, and muſt by #0 nitars be with parked. 
And hence, (beſides when Religion is really {truckar », 
if any 507 Is be diſaffetedto their Prince,it is eaſie' 
to pretend, that he is no friend to Religion; that he 
cares not which way it goes; and, unle timely to 
be uſed, /all will be Joſt: be And ſo Wars and'Fighrtingy 
ariſe, and the publick welfare | is miſerably di ſcom- 
ſed. 
4; 1M Whether 'throngh Weakneſs, or 'an Evil 
Heart, theſe Opinions are embraced”, 'I am ſure, 
: oy Laws of our Lord are no way chargeable with 
em. 
If we look upon the A poſtle's Words, from which 
_ Toba Opinion is taken, to wit, Al thbiugs are 
- there are theſe things indeed, 'which much 
ke for the Honour, as well as the Binefi of Pious 
Men. All thingsare theirs, ſo, as tliat with a Chrj. 
ſtian Liberty they may uſe them, without eftceming 
any of them unclean. All things are” theirs; after 
ſach a manner, as that if they ſhoald abſo Slity bd 
in need of them, God wojld order them is Al- 
mighty Power, for their Service. Laſtly, of things 
are ſo theirs, that, in probability God would not 
ſuffer his Sun to ſhine, nor his Rain to falf on the 
Evil, were there not- Good Men in the World to 
value his Providence and Love. But thenthis is the 
rs that thoſe Words will bear, To ay, that 
od bath 'piven the Saints the Right of Poſleſſion, 
Oar authorized them to' Ingroſs all the World'o 
themſelves,” is notorioaſty falſe. For, as the Oeco- 
nomy of the Warld now ſtands, God doth diſpoſe 
_ of the poſſeſſion of things, in thoſe ways, which all 
Ctvil-Nations do give conſent unto, or the partict- 
lar Laws of Nations allow of; whether they be I0- 
herirances by Deſcent) or the Gift of others to wy 


_ 
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| of Purchaſed by owr Money ; or Acquired by our 
Labour : Where any of theſe are, there is a Righr, 
as being God's Gifts to us by thoſe Methods; aud 
the depriving us of them by Fraud or Force, would 
be down-right Injuſtice, _ i 

Add to this, that the Right of Poſſeſſion, in theſe 
ways, is diſcernable and certain, while the founding 
it in Grace and Holineſs gives no ſure Light unto us 
| at all, For how ſhall we know, who are the Good ? 
We ſee Impiety can wear as good a Face fomtimes 
as the trueſt Virtue ; and Mens Hypocriſie may 
cheat not only others by a ſpecious ſhew, but ever 
themſelves too. There is nothing (1 may ſay, ) 
more in the dark than true Goodneſs ;' we cannot 
be infallible in pronouncing it in another, becauſe 
his Heart and Thoughts, in which it peculiarly re- 
ſides, cannot be ſeen by us: And our own Hearts are 
ſo deceitful, that they oftentimes no leſs lie hid to 
ourſelves, than they do to others. And therefore, 
if Grace and Holineſs, which they will have to be 
the Ground of Dominion and Poſleſſion, 1s ſo un- 
certain, That Right, which from thoſe is fo muck 
talx?d of, maſt needs be as uncertain. 

But ſuppoſe, that ſach and ſuch ſhould be known 
undoubtedly to be Religious and Gratious Perſons; 
{ would ask, Have they all the ſame Right to enjoy 
every thing, or have they not? If they have, there 
| will this abſurdity follow, vis. That everyone can- 
not at the ſame time uſe what every-one hath a 
Right unto ; and Quarrels may ariſe, who ſhall have 
the Precedence in them, If they have not all 'the 
fame Right, how comes equal Grace in many, to 
Elve an unequal Title? A narrower to one than to 
another ? Or, if it ſhall evidently prove, (as ir 
evidently will,) that'Human Laws or Cuſtoms, and& 
not Grace, do make a Diſtinction of Property, why 
thould -fome others, whom thoſe Laws or CN 
Je © | ave 
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have by no means condemned, he denied{ the benefit 
of Fogerty from them ? 

Further yet, God may poſſibly beſtow theſe Out- 
ward good things upon a wicked Man, as Eno. 
ragements to a better courle of Lite: Sontimes he 
may throw them 000 him as a Scourge; and 
times he may thin Sa 0 reward with the Blef 
fings of the Earth, me good Adtions in him 7, When 
yet his Crimes will _ i ſuffer him to have hereafter 
a place in Heayen, And in which of all theſe caſes, 
haye not wicked Men a Right to their Eſtates fram 
God, as well as from Men? Will any good Mar 
think, that be hath any Title ta thoſe ed Pob- 
{cſſions, which Gad hath conferr'd to draw M Men 
unto Virtue ? Or will be arrogate to himſelf as 
cd g what God hath made Curſes to others ? 

q ball the goad things which God Foy 
Rewards for ſome commendable ACtio 
= en, much of, envied, and claimed whety! 
be, they are all the Recompences which ever 
ſhall be © 6K ? And what wicked Man is there 
whom his Eſtate may not belong in ane of 
ways? And ſurely to deprive him of it upon the 
account of Grace in heher hal or Corrupt Nature 


in him, wauld be Impiet p and Preſumption towards 


God, and Injuſtice and Diſhoneſty towards Mz 
So unreaſonable, and contrary to the Law of Ri 
teouſneſs 1 is this firſt Opinion. 
And is it, Theapbilws, any otherwiſe with the /c- 
cox4? Ido not know any Laws in the New Teſts 
men, that are more expreſs and dirett than thoſe 
2gainſt the Reſiſting of Sqvereign Princes;  Lef 
every Soul he ſubjeR to the Higher Pawers ; for therg 
ts. no Power but of Gas: pever Wo ro th; Power, 
neſ7 ift etb the Ordiuance of God ; and they that reflt at 
receive $0 themſelues Damuation, ROM. 13. ANC 
were it that upon the accognt of Religion we might 
TEllity 
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teſiſt, why. ſhould the Holy Ghoſt ſo peremptorily 
forbid Reliſtence under an Emperour, who he cer- 
tainly knew would be a grievous Perſecutor of the 
Goſpel ?- 
Butif we look at the firſt progreſs of Chriſtia- 
nity into the World, the caſe will be evident. The 
Goſpel was not forcibly to enter the Territories of 
any Prince ; but, by its own Excellence, accompa- 
nied with cogent Arguments, and humble Perſuaſi- 
| ons, was to have admittance.. For indeed it. was 
againſk the Nature of that which conſiſterh chiefly 
in Love, to thruſt itſelf upon the world by iGsof 
Hoſtility and Violence. And if fo, can we reafor- 
ably think, that, when it is admitred, it is to main- 
tain itſelf by the Sword , againſt thoſe, through 
whoſe Favour and Kindneſs it was firſt received ? 
This would be to make it by contiguance to put on 
quite a different Nature from what it primarily 
had. And, were it to be ſuch, Princes could tha 
 k6 be blamed, if they ſhould be ſcrupulous io giving 
within their Dominions a place to that, which, at 
laſt, nught not allow a place to themſelves there. 
But ſurely Chriſt's Kingdom, in its proper Natuse, 
is 48 little of this World as ever it was; and ſo his 
Servants are as /atele to fight now, as they were, when 
He was upon the Eayth. 
It 1s a very remarkable place in St. Peter, 2 Eph. 
3. IO, 11. Where it is ſaid, That God will chiefly re- 
ſerue thoſe unto tbe Day of Fudgment, who are not afraid 
ta ſpeak evil of Dignities: And that the hvly Angels, 
which gre greater in Power and Might, bring not railing 
Accuſations againſt them: which muſt needs be undet+ 
ſtood of evil Princes:For what occaſion maythere ſeem 
for railing Accuſations againſt thoſe Princes, tha 
are Plous and Good ? Now, if the bleſſed Angels, 


" os 


withrefpect to-God”s Ordinance in them, will ſpeak 
vith a kind of Heayenly Modeſty and Deferencs 
- coucermng 
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concerning then, is it Jawful for us, think we, not. 
only to ler looſe our Tongues in a bitter and in- 
 veighing rhanner, bur to lift up our Hands in Trea- 
ſons and Rebellions againſt them ? And if thoſe 
ſhall be reſerved unto the Great Day, for more than 
ordinaty Damnation, who do only ſpeak evi} of Dig- 
nities, what Flames will be thonght hot enough for 
thoſe, who dare with Swords make Reſiftence ? 
Our Religion is juſtly' more dear unto ns than 
our Lives ; but that it 1s fo, ts to be fnewn by 
the Obedience which it enjoyns, rather thandy the 
Force which it condemns. For to aſſert the Goſpel 
by breaking the Precepts of it, is the being true to 
IT in the ways of Falſeneſs ; which is no better than 
bringing the Devils Aid into the Cauſe of God, 
Theoph. Allow me yet, Ezbulus, to ask thus much, 
Muſt we ſit ſtill and ſuffer ? 
Eubul, Rather ſtand we ſtill, Theophilus, and ſet. 
the Salvation of the Lord. He ſhall not be the leſs 
fafe, who contains himſelf in thoſe bounds which / 
God hath appointed him : And to ſeek further would 
be to find a Sin and a Blor, rather than a Delive- 
rance. He, who by his Wiſdom and Goodneſs hath 
ſent our Religion info the World, hath Power enongtt : 
co preſerve it 2s he himſelf pleaſeth. And they 
who ſay, that no ſecurity is left to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, Te the reſiſting the Higher Powers, upon the 
account thereof, be denyed, have no ſtrength in what 
they ſay, unleſs they can remove God and his Pro-: 
vidence out of the World, Jho will not ſuffer tht 
Gates of Hell to prevail againſt his Charch, Where 
tifere ſhall be a faithful ſerving of him, and the 
Arms of the Church , Prayers and T. ears , ſhall be 
well managed, we need not fear, but we ſhall be ſaf6 
unde the Protefiion of the Almighty. 
So ſweetly peaceable, Theo bile: are the Laws of 
Cart, and ſo-utrerly averie from whatover ſhall 
deſtroy 
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deſtroy the Welfate either of Princes or Subjects : 
Particularly from the Opinions we have been ſpeak- 
ing to ;, which their Owners may be aſhamed of, as 
being very great Wrongs to the Name of Chriſtia- 
EY... 7 
7 heoph. God grant they may be honeſtly aſhamed 
of thega ; ſo will there be more upright Neighbours, 
| 4nd more loyal Subjects. = 
Eubxl. One thing, Tong, is proper to theſe 
Laws alone z They extend eyen to the ae and 
| Thoughts, ordering and correcting thoſe inward 
Powers ind Faculties; which the Eye and Cognizance 
of Men cannot reach unto: That, what tlie beſt 
among Men appear 'to be outwardly, they are no 
leſs bound to be within, Inſomuch, that were every 
Breaſt tranſparent, ( as that Noble Roman wifſh'd 
his to be,) through which the ſecreteſt Motions of 
the Thoughts might be ſeen , the faireſt outſide 
would be but mean in compariſon of that excellent 
| Order, and exa& Harmony, which, from the tight 
Obſervance of theſe Laws, would. be there diſ- 
cerned, | | | | . 
But it 1s time, Theophilus, to wiſh you a Good- 
Night; and what remains we will reſerye till the 
Morrow?s Evening. 
| Theoph. Mine Ears have beea all along wholly 
yours, Eubulxs; and mine Appetite 1s {d' far from 
being appeaſed by hearing , That it is very much 
quickned. I will only wiſh, That your Sleep may 
X as refreſhing to you, as your Diſcourſe hath been 
W me, : 
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Discourss the Fourth. 
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The Contents. 


NY Exeral Motives relating to theſe Lan 
JF. altogether. Zo the Conſcionable Obſer- 
wvarce of them Eternal Rewards are promi- 
ſed; yet Earthly ones are not excluded. For 

' the ſecuring of our Obedience Eternal Puniſh 
ments are threatred after Death to the neg- 
tit of theſe Laws. The Conftlitating {uh 
Puniſhments is 10. more than what. i wet 
70 be done. Stronger Aſeftavces are affordes 
for the Performance of theſe Laws than un 
der Moles there were. Moſt Eoving Invite 
tions and Aﬀe@Gionate Expreſſions are Joyned 
with them, We: have no reaſon.to complain 
that there are not; now under the Geſpel-Lan, 
thoſe Viſihle EXpreſſions of Gods Pomer «ni Ml 
Preſence, as undex the Old Law there were. 
Particular Moteves relating fo theſe Lens 
. fpngly and apart : Such as are wholly peculiar 
fo the Goſpel, or elſe are there more clear: 
ana convincingly urged than ever they welt ii 
before. It is impdſfible, there ſhould be 411i 
True Happineſs without theſe Laws, Frome 
| the inward Excellence of them, and thoſe a«-þ 
| mirabl 


and off Diſobedience/thereunto, 15 
mirable Motives annexed to thers, there us 
a ſubſtantial Proof of their Divinity and 
Truth. No Man hath ever deſerved to be 
fo much honoured among Men as our Lord 
hath done. Thoſe who faithfully give up 
their Names unto him, have the Precedence 
of all others. How it comes to paſs; that 
fiance the Law u [o good, Afi rfhances (0 great 
and Motives ſo taking, there Te be eſo 
" many Diſobedient Ones: THEE 


FHEOPHILUS. 


ou ate once more. well mer, Kubads f 

Though, evell after I parted withyeulaſt 

Night, I-was not:altogether'abfent fon 

Oh For {0 much had you engaged my 

waking T ougitss that by; them: my Dreains were 
allo wade yours; I was your; Anditar'io my 

and (I cannot, hut {till think upon it.) ſuch a ſrang E 

Pkaſure did there ſeize me from a ſenſe of the Di- 


WW fine Laws as; Wale: awake, [ mg ar oo 


% << 


E U B' V Liw: 's F | 

po fach # Drears notcinfit £0: be eckbnes 
among your Bleſſings. And though God;,- in 
Uele Days, - Makes not ſich ule of Dreams as in 
Memes of dl Hedid 3. yer this affirming that he harh 
9 fo wholly forfaken them, as this they are alto- 

ther tobejexthuded from his'Favour, andeſteem'd, 
ll alike, meerly 28-Caſhal of: Natiral' Thins, . 
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1 dare fay; not a Virtue, eſpecially,: \where:Men by, 
Religious Thoughts do make way. for his. Comfort. 
io the Night; =o} in the Morning are ready to Ell 
tertain them with thankfulneſs.  . 

'F remember. that in. P/utarch it is ſaid, £ Maw! 
progreſs in Virtue may be peeeived from bis Dream, 
1f 10 them he approves of no-ill thing, and 1s in. 
«lined to Righteous Deeds ;, his Irtaginative Facul., 

Ly being (as it Were) ſaſon'd' by. right Reaſon, and. 
Havidg \its.bmpcefs. upon it, And ,-1 hope ,. you 
thay, Wwithour Extravagance or, Erronr; infer ſon- 
thing of Rational Satisfallion from your Dream. 

Theoph. You would, I ſee, put me in the way ty 
do it : And I have ſo.far a Satisfaction from-m 
Dream, that 1 am glad I told it you, for the Re: 

marks you have made upon It. 

But let not Dfeatmns put us by the Buſineſs of out 
Walk ; which is the ſhewing th Motives which at 
anhexed unto the Divine Law for the ſectirin {al 
orOvetllence;” 67 1.7 7 

\Exdiul, Well then, Theopbilis, we will go on. 

Theſe Motives: ae either fuch 'as are more Gen 
Key relatifg to' the'Divine Laws altogether ;' 
moreP articilar, relating to'therh ſinply, and apa 

Fhe more General! Motives ere theſe: " 0 
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1. Theit havitus: Euridt Robbie. Srociſid th 
the Conſcionable Obſervance of them ; wh Eternd 
- Puniſpments threatned Jo iwitfnl Diſobedience. | 

2. Their having ftrenger Aſfiſtauces afforded fot 
the Performance $6 thaniGhderi vhe Old T4 

there) \WETEe. _ pj $7 Lo” 1TH 1HO0Y T1 

3; Their havin x fuckLdoing Inyemions,' add 
fellianate Expreſfons of nczents An jopptl, hato a 
+2, Their, having Riel Renturlds >promiſed' 
the an ofathkem;"Ee: © 
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.rfDtjat which is pud ip the Front of the Decalogue, - 
(1 ark the Lord thy God, that .broupht thee out of the" 
Land of Egypt,” ous of thetHouſ® of Boudage,) was:a 
oreati Motive. for the'Loving '6f thoſe Laws, Bit 

how..low . is. That, "1n Compartion' of Thir:,\ 
am he that prepare Eternal Manfiny for you in the* 
Heavens ; That reſerve for you al Juberitance 7ncors 
neptible. and .nuttefiled-:whith! fadoth net drway';: A 
| Crown which witharerb uot ? © Aſid>hence our Lort'ig 
ciled the Princfoof Life, MAS $10%' Not only bes 
cauſe. he: wazidead, and- 35: alive, :and: for: ever Wil 
live; but alſo betaule-he was Author of Eternal 
Eife, and made it the Reward'ot: Obedience to this 
Laws. 3 = fi DION ot 95 FLEE iT 35 9 ET 15 = A: 
_ And when-ourfLLord ſhall. purchaſe-oar poor Ohe-! 
diexce at.ſo exceſſive = Value; agthe giving of -Hea- 
vepand the Glorythereof, (when. Fo might jaſtly: 
cotgmand- more: Rigorous .Services.,: without any» 
Rewards further: thin/ merely ou?! having! of Life, 
and being preſerved while weido: them, ) -what -a- 
mighty mottve is: if\for. Obedienceto/theſe Laws, 
ind for out Love'to:them alſo! 7 

. Mean is theibeing Bleſſed @ #bt City.and in the Field; 
10 reſpe& of the. Happineſs that Eye hath not ſep ;| 
nor Ear beard, audthaf bath not ent?red into the Heart of © > + 
Man to.conceive. To havelLife Eternal, and all' For © 
&tending'it,::#:that with Improved Soals, ' and Spi= 
titual. Bodies;; we cannot wiſhithem to be greater, 
nor fearthem tobe leſs 3. Foys,, muſt ſutably follew- . 
Ing a Vertuous Life: :and fo refin?d and ſacred that: 
they are worthy of- an Immortality, for the being 
polleſs*d ;, how much doth it ſarpals a Life's being 
long in an Earthly Cax22n, and thoſe more common 
and ſenſible Bleſfings that were given'toit ?. EO 
| Though yet theſe Earthly Rewards'are not wholly 
excluded by the Heavenly neither ;- hut when they 
all bg expedient for us, vie ſhall havethem, Eter- 
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nal Bleſſings under, the-Goſpel; do aflure us of Tan, 
poral, ſo far torth as they hall be for our Gdod z; ry 
Tenor under the MofGaick Law. did ptchgnifie 
Eternal ones that: ſhauld fellow. : For he that [plavt 
not his own Son but gave bim for ws al Howp by 
uot in Hint freely.give. all things ? © 
- And herein, upon much better ground are we pls 
ced than Thoſe were; who-made-Virewe:th be 75 \d6y 
Reward, and would have Men, even'in:the midſt of 
Torments, though there were.nb hope of an Alleyi. 
ation, to think that they had a ſufficiency of Happl: 
nels from is alone, - This was: highand magnificent 
Talk indeed ;..and-if (ſecure from ever being, pu 
into Practice.) it might have reſted in Speculatio 
only, Virtue would not have becuttiferedived thete- 
by. But ſmall Gamfort it 'carned”-with it; when 
Pains and Troubles were actually tobe addergone; 
And 2 Man, on the Rack, might moſt be thonght 
not un-wiſe, if for the obtaining of eaſe he would 
let go ſuch an Happineſs. 
For more commended, ſurely, is. the obſcrvigi 
of the Laws of Chriſt, (which; includeth: in iriyll 
ſorts of 'Virtue.)- Our Obedience is indeed to be 
maintain*d, if occaſion there were, even'to the bk 
of all Earthly Enjoyments z' but then, ;t often inthis 
World hath Plenty and Honour 'as its Attendant 
and Reward ; Or, if it ſo ſhall be, :that God inhis 
Wiſdom ſhall ſuffer jz on every Hand to be encot- 
_ paſs*d with Aflictions, -ie yet hath ſomthing to fiſtai 
It, beſides the meer reflecting upon ielelf; to wit) 
the aſſurance, that however ;tr condition, at 'the 
preſent, be ſtrait and difficult, it will not always be 
jo. God can, and 1t may be, the will, give Relaxs- 
tion and Eaſe here; but ir this he ſhall not do, there 
ſhall certainly after Death be Joys ſufficient ; _ 
theſe ſhort Troubles ſhall be abaddantly made b / 


an Happineſs which anal ſhall have = pad." 
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this MONT firm ſupport to Virtue, and. Admi- 
niſter a Cheerſulneſs even if the Valley of tht Shadow 


f Death. 


Who 1s it then that cat 'refuſe Obedience to the 
Laws of otir Lord, when he thus brings Life 3x4 
Immortality yo Light, and promiſerh them as Rewards 
toour Obedience? And if the Excellency of tht Laws 


| themſelves! will ' not prevail upon the Man for his 


Love, how. canhe ſtand yur 2A the Meppiveld 

that attendeth them? HET 
Thoſe Chriſtians, that endeavour topat fay from 
them this Blappiteſe, by efteeminp the Obedience ro 
rcenady; Which hath reſpe& ro'a Re- 


| ward, Liety muchipey ; as being ſuch, who, throagh 


fad evorydeny't6 t t on elvesthe greateſt comfortoF 
their Life 5/ but very nuch-$fame them alſo,” in rhat, 

as tnichasin ther Hes;- they deveſt the Holy Eawsof 
their. rayon Otmutiones and would take frorm 


 usthe Fo «oc # ſet befare wr 5 which was The preat 


Fo bir Lord, on +45 crduring the Cvoſr, and 

ſing the! $bame, and 16 may juſtly be'an-Encon- 

crazare/ Or inthe doing bf his Will: Efpecially, 

by reaſon of our Weakneſs and maperfettion, 

we tvelictke reaſon tolet-xo:whar may fo'ſfrongly 
excite us nt, :and {0 ſweetly confirth us” in,” Our 


"Dat, Thvoplltas far the forthek ſecurinitbf Obe- 
dience to theſe Laws; there are*Errrnal Pariſnrents 
after Death rhitextnodro the Diſobedienht, 11% betfer, 
faith our Lord; to enter into Life aimed, thin bavin 
two Hands v0 go iHto Hill, into thi Fire that nbwty 64 
be quenched : Where theih IVarm dirth not, an# there 
their Fire is not quenched, There being a\ Ports to 
Gnams the Man,:declartth that there xx Torment; and 


There being a Worth not failing nor dying, deetarerh 


the perprenity of the Torment, there being © Fife ro 


Far dergteth utus- "_w there bring a' Fire" fd 


I 4 " quenchables 
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quenchoble, (for ſo the Words 5:obiurraoandoniy Y 
#o8«5r lignific,) denoteth an Everloſting: Ice f 
that pain. 
In-like manner are we to underſtand. toe: Wards 
of St. Matthew, Chap. 25. 46. They fholl ga int 
Everlaſting Puniſbment; i. e. They ſhall-gointo- that 
which ſhall never ceaſe; nor have = The Lawot 
Old did: indeed, in'its ſtricteſt conſtitution, afix:/a 
Curſe (tOwit, Death,) pon every one tbat; continued. 
Hot tn all things Written therein to ft them., But yet that 
RigourWwas fo far Mitigated, that, when "I Puniſh- 
ments were allowed for ſome Sins, Liftivge,: though 
ſtill forbidden, might ſeem. to havye.nq Peralty atall 
impoſed or elſe were thought to, be: wip'd ſt 1n 
Courſe. by the Daily-Sacrifices. Hereupon. it wal 
that the Jews, if they, cauld abſtain from-outward 
Miſcarriages, were little, cancerned for itvyatd Res 
Gitude.; a freedom from Puniſhment: RN the 
Law oft no weight with em: _ :\ idly, 
* But it-is not ſo in. the:Laws of our; Lord. 'Ehej 
cannotjbe eſteem'd to loſe their efficacy. fak, want of 
Puniſhment annexed; Whoſoever hall beevkons of '' 
leaſt 'Commonds, and ſhall teach Men fa) faall he called 
the leaſt jn tbe Kin 7dom.of Heaven : 1. e; ik: ſhall-havd 
no place:in it ; "ſhall be deſpiſed: andrxejetted by. 
- God 1n the Day of Judgment. Even tbe Leary 
#pon' a Woman to luſt ng ber-; andthe.being fugry 
with @ Brother witbout a: Gels, are efteemed, :by:oup 
Lawgiver, in;the ſame-rank with Adultery. and Murs 
der,. and ſhal] be obnoxious to the ſame kind of ;Pit- 
niſhment. with them, . Which is well fignified by 
the words 1n St.Matth. 5.22. "Evoy &: #5 75. netory 
He ſpall be liable to the Judgment, (rim The Court 
of the Twenty Three Elders ;) where: the Puniſl-' 
ment was Capital, though in a more: mild manner 
than-1n the Council, . (»4z. of the Sanhedrim, 1) 0! 


01208 Yaly of Hinnom, drnpted therg,. by hed Exz 
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oe tin, bo res oe eo. Ty 
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preſſion of - Hellfire, And''therefore the leaſt Pa- 

 piſhment hereafter,\ beig/fich as anſwers to: Death 
here, importethino leſs thamDeath Eternal, though: 
aleſſer degree thereof, than what ſhall be: Ate 
ypon greater Sins. | 

- Theoph. But can this Mative be ſaid any way to. 
prevail for our Love to theſe-Laws? It may excite 
indeed a Dread, but not likely our Love. | 

--Exbsl, Yet, - Theophilas, let things' be ſeriouſly 
conſidered, and even from:This Motive, -haw dread+: 
ful-ſocver it. way;; at firſt yiew,» appear, ther will - 
be:reaſon to ne thele Laws, 1:51: © - 

For, the Conſtituting ſuch, Poniſhments-3 is. nd * 

| more than What: :1S.meet ire done. : Where-the 
Laws. ate in-thamfplves { every way good!, and 

| where there -are;Erernal Rewards Ppronvſed -toithe 

| Obſervance of them!z. you will ay; when they are 
9 ds _ ig but fit:there-ſhould be Penalties 
uiiged; © Penalties fach IRE 'be' ans 
ſnerable. to oo Offences committed: * | 5915051 * 

tlie gredthefs of 'the affences. is tobe pa 

as: om4he exeteding Rithes:of: Gods:Bounty; . 
UI. Everlaſting ;Rewards , Hheidour: unto. Meng; oi 
FermsJegxdelent,: and to Ratibnal Natures Lads 
agteeable.: If Theſe ſhall -be deſpiſed, and 'caft bes . 
hind their backs,” thei Sin is:of a very. great height; 

| and what Puniſhment will ſo:rightly fate it; as\the 
contrary to-thatEternal Happineſs, which they have 
tected, viz. Eternal Miſery ? 

' The meaſure of Gods, Juſtice is to theſe Men not 
preater than the abundant Goodneſe was; which they, 
ſo ungratefully refuſed: ': They ſhall not. be thrawn 
deeper.in Hell, [than by the WH! of God they might 
have been ratſed-i in at Nor ſhalt they conti« 
| nne longer in yr os. than Nags ſhould. have 
fone 1 wn Joys. le 
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Now.theſe things;:\in; Specutatioh,. muſt :be At 
knowledged to carry i they 1 2 dureſs -of pro ortion. 
atd.e0o be therefore bokdajſul -as indeed everything 
in-God and in his Afting TS. 153: even his "Fuſt 2s 
leſs than his Merey, Only we are weak and {inful; 
and fo cannot. over quickly dilcernt: But'to\im- 
partial Conſideration 1 It'y ul at FR ſhew itlelt + 
to be. 


"Bot that which comes more near mY and raay ore 


move our Love, is this," 5is;. 


._. That [the irene of threatning theſs Puniſhrabrit 
is primarily, not that” they ſhould be. wierd but chat 
they ſhoujd be eſcaped. SITIO.) * 

'$cib-prefervation i 's:a thing "4 natural unto Men; 
that the fears of loſing their Welfare and Bring; 
thall have a more quick tonch'upon them than aty 
thing elſe, God'thetefore hath 'added this Motive 
of Fear, | that it niby be a ſpar to-quibkbn us,. wheth 
by the'Corraptioiv'of Natare, othet Arguments 
'rendred leſs prevalent.” <1 

Theſe Puriſtuneiics ſhall indeed be-1 undergone'by 
refraftory Sinners For they have; &s'mach as ji 
them-'lies, gone: ab@ut" ta diflolve utterly the Cons 
munity which is inade uþ between God the Legills. 
. tor, and Men his Pebpſe; by infringing the Autho- 
Tity of the Divine Laws, and- the. Dignity of Hint 
who Is to fee that they- be' obſerved." ts it is ot 
ly by ſach as:Theſe, that'thefe Panifhnwents' ſhallibe 
undergone, To others they ate chiefly-a: 1ntve t6 
Obedience 3 and are further, only as a reſire when 
all other means have proved ineffectodl, © 

The caſein reſpect of Puniſhmenes is much dif 
ferent betwixt onr | Lawgiver, ' aid [awgivers-# 
Earth, © Some of Theſe are more:fotward to'puniſi 
_ than to. reward, becauſe Puniſhmenrs do oftentimes 
Increaſe their Treaſuries , and Rewards: diminiſh 


them, But our Lord is no way profited by the pu- 
| mſhment 
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giſhmert of gny; mither inthe fewatdiaft-them is 
his-Abuadance extenuated; | Mach delizhe he takes 
in the Life of Men; biit he-harh-given us the great- 
oft Afſtances, that he-fiablt4# pleaſkre'in the dearh 
of Sinners, 'Mis threatning thetefbre to puniſh them 
i, that — ray hor be p8niſhed; Anditriſly,; though = 
y aredt} the EfeRs of God's Jultice, . yet 
he ihr Hs thereby ſhall awaken ovir Heatts That we 
may be'tlic-tore ſermred wato Happineſs; as it trigy 
murh 'exrite od Obedityce, To may it- alſo op 
Zoe th God's Law; tven þpon the acoouht of 
thieatning Eterial Purithiventh, 9 1. 
'Theoph, 1 ſte our of the Edttr there may bb Meat, 
all ones of the 8trong; Sweerneſt.” What, fo eotmhen 
view, is 'nt the greatel>' diſtance Ru Love \; 
(ivarec thay what'l eiild think.) 2 Eogagerdent 
rheredf to the: Divine Eaw, en 
-: EubWl) Andiber Motive for tlie Fcuting'of Obes 
dience to bf es of Cy is, hel having 
ſtronger Afiii Fbrded For fo af Mem 
ray »# Old Law rlve webe! ? 
- 'TheHbly. Spifit. Will always' joyo with ar Tincere 
wn 1þ oor Trfirinities. At here- 
el, and all the Laws of Jeſirs Chriſt, 
ate; in'foly Writ; calteds Spit, by retfonof the | 
Grace '6f ' Gals Fob 'btevaiting, and-enubling us 
nm che domg of thei, afid ate rheteli flut in: oppo< 
ſition' ©: the Moſaick Law; which 1s tetinyU the L445 
fer, Thus is it 2 Cor.'3. 6." God Ha1b Fited »s to be 
Miuifters of the New Teſt dihovt, not of the Letter, bit 
of the Spirit z i. e. not of the' 01d Lap; "but of the 
Evangelical ; far the Leeter' killeth, bat th S pitie gi 
veth me ; ye, The SP rit "pe its fliſtances 1 19 


this Law enables us to rform 1 It, and in o do- AJ 


jog £ to obtain Life, 
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other Men, joyning Spirit to Soul and Body, and giving 
that the precedence of the:other two. © 1 pray God 
your whole Spirit, Soul 'and Body, mesy be. preſerved. 
blameleſs unto tbe coming of "our Lord Teſus, 2 Theſl.. 
$5.33, Not that This is a Subſtance diſtin from 
the Soul and Body z but a Principle we may call it, 
which is wrought within us by the Bleſſed Spiree, and 
is well cxpreſled by the xv) x1ins of St. Paul, the 
New Creation, and the Sdu go; of St. Peter, the 
Divine Nature ;, whereby we are enabled to ac thoſe 
things which meerly by our Natural Powers we can- 
not reach unto. And what 1s it that-we'icannot da, 
if our Lord, through the Bleſſed Spirit, wylllend-us 
an Hand in the doing it ?.. I car do, faith St. Pal, 

| ol things through Chriſt that (trengtheneth me ;, and ſo 
may every good Chriſtian lay as well & be,.; Which 
Is a very great Encouragement to /ove | theſe Laws, 
1a-that; they bring. their, He/ps, as well as their Re- 
wards along with them, 763 nd 

_ Theophb, What you fay, Eubulus, might be a greai 
Encouragement to love. theſe Laws, werethele Af- 
ſiſtances ſuch as yau ſpeak: them to be. -' But, alas, 
our Work ſeems to be little the leſs for them, We- 
muſt labour, fight, and ſtrive ; and when we have 
done all which we are able, we can ſee much-of 

the Weakneſs of Men, but little of the Strength of 
God ; ,and nothing that appears ejther .auſwerable 

tothe Title of Spirit, which is given to theſs Laws, 
by reaſon (as you ſay,) of God's Holy Spirit pre- 
yenting and enabling us in our Obedience z or ex+ 
preſſive of the Conſtitution of a Chriſtian, in which 
Spirit is added to Sol and Body, | 
. Exbul. Thope, Theophilus, you do nat think that 
the Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit are ſach things as 
put by our Endeayours, and nouriſh our Sloth, They 
ft Aſliſtances, and ſo they da ſyppoſe that we our; 

F 


yes ſhould do ſomthing, For were gll tobe per; 


- 


formed 


' and of Diſobedience thereunto. t26 


- formed by the Holy Spirit, without the intetvention 
of our Ations, we muſt call them by ſome other 
Name, for they could not properly be termed 4/- 
fiſtancer: And therefore it is, that what our Lord 
doth accompliſh for us by his Grace through the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, he enjoynetb us by his Command to do, as 
of our own Power. He worketh in us to will and to do ; 
but yet we are to work out our own Salvation, He 
ftrengtheneth ns, but we are to ſtrive; The Vidoryis , 
from Him, but the Fighting muſt be ovrs. « And fo, 
it is very true what you faid, viz. That our Work 
ſeems not to be the Jeſs to us for the Aſſiſtances whict 
he gives; we mult be altogether as induſtrious, and 
earneſt, as if the whole were to be done by our- 
ſeves, and nothing at all.by Him, | 
But becauſe, when we have done all which we 
are able to do, 'we can ſee much of Human' Weak- 
neſs in our Atftions, and but little of Divine Strength, }! 
ſhall we therefore conclude that the Afiftances of 
the Spirit have been'none, or, at moſt, very mean, 
and nothing worthy of the CharaCter which ts gi- 
ven them? What, Theophilus, if the Holy Spirit in 
his aiding us, will ſo comply with the NaturaFPow. 
ers of our Souls, that we cannot diſceta his Altings 
from our own? What if he, in a ſilentiand gentle -.. 
manner, ſhall ſuggeſt things to our Underſtandings, 
ſhall ſecretly ſway our Wills, and move our Aﬀetti- 
ons really, but yet 1mperceivably unto us ? ' Let us 
not, becauſe he draws ws with the Cords of a Man, ſay 
that we are not drawn at all. If, when we have done 
our beſt we ſeem to ourſelves'to be weak, and to have 
done fax teſs than we ſhould have done, it poſſibly is 
none of theleaſt Aids of the - that we candiſ- 
cern'our own weakneſs, and deſire to pleaſe God,evetn 
beyond our AER. Hi Grace cen be, and itthis 1 
way is, very properly, made perfed in our Weakneſs. + 
t d5re bebold to fay, that nel not prompted from 
F | aboye, 
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 1n26 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 
above, who ſhall deny that there are Diyine Afli- 


ſtances, becauſe there is not a Demonſtration to the 
Soul that there are ſuck. Nay, it may ſeem expe- 
dient that ordinarily they ſhould be ſecret and im« 
perceptible : For, ſhould they commonly be other. 
wiſe, Men would be too apt to yely wpor themz and 
thereby do leſs themſelves, beceat: they ſee what 
their Hiar are. Or, it may be, they LP grow 
eanceized and abuſe the helps of Gods Haly Spirit to. 


the overthrow of the hs Bak Grace of Humility, 


Out of Mercy therefore the Bleſſed Spirit may In- 
ſenſibly give his Aids unto Men, that fo, by a, con- 
Rtancy in their endeavours, they at laſt may attain 
unto a greater perfeCtion of all Graces, and may 
the ſurer enjoy his Love by their Humility, 
Theopb. But, Eubulws, if the Holy Spirit ſhould 
in his Aſiſtancesmove u pon the Soul in this inſenſible 
ay, how could it be known that there were ally 
ja at all? And if it could nat be known, 
where would the Excellency of theſe Laws be, from 
fuch a Motive as we areuncertain of ? 
Eubnl. There, would be certainty enough of it 
from the ares Revealing that ſach Aſliſtances 
there are, although we ſhould not know the man- 


- + mer of them ; nor the times in which they are 'af 
torded. 


But yet, Theaphilys, theſe Spiritugl Aids are \not 


always > diſcernible neither, They oftentimes arg 


ſcen by their effefts, though in their aRings they 
were unperceiy'd, And whena Mans Life ischang- 
ed, and he, that heretofore was Diſſolute and Wick- 


ed, is now become Sober and Rehgious; Or, when, 


In a conſtant courſe of Pigty and uns bh ke, from 
his Childhood hath GT the exticements of nw, 


and pollutions of the World, we (and he himfelt aMc 


thouzh thoſe Aſſiſtances "have not been ppc 


may no leſs know, that the Hely Spirit hath been To 
{en 
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ſent with him, than we know: that there is « Hind 
when we hear. tbe Sownd thereof," though: we ſee net 
whence it cometh nor whither it goth. And yet further, 
Theopbilus , after faithful Obedience to. the more 
Silent and Gentle Motions of the Holy Spirit, it is 
not altogether unuſual to have inward. and ſacred 
Joys darted into the Soul; which, as they are Re- 
wards for Fidelity 1n the years paſt, ſo are they like- 
wile more ſenſible Helps for higher degrees of Piety 
in the years to come; and prelibations of that un- 
 ſpeakable Joy which Holy Men ſhall be filled with 
hereafter in Heaven, If there be not ſuch diſcerni- 
ble Affiſtances more frequent in the Warld, it is, 
either becauſe Men do not duly cloſe with the Holy 
Spirit in his Ordinary and Secret Aids; or becauſe 
they indulge a Sad and Melancholy Temper, which 
ſhuts them out of the Soul _ or, ' becauſe God ſees 
them not requiſite for a great many Perſons. Bur 
yet the Laws of our Lord may notwithſtanding be 
truly ſaid to have more ſtrong Afliſtances afforded, 
| than under the Old Law there were z anddefervedly 
to be entitled ſo much to the Spirie, from the Secrer 
Helps which the Holy Spirit offers unto all that are 
willing toobey. | 
| Theoph. 1 was willing to urge you ſomthing the 

more upon this Head, becauſe the Holy Spryit is 1fig- 
nally the Honourof the: Evangelical Laws; and be- 
cane many are forward to talk ſlightly of his Afli- 
Rances,  upan the accquntthat they are not Viſible 
| to the Eye, nor grols enough to be touck?d. 


Envbasl, I heartily pity the State of theſe Men, 
Hnce none are more yet i:the way-to Miſery, 
| Chan thoſe that laugh at the Aids to. Happineſs; ef- 
pecially when held out by a Divine Hand. | 
But let us go.to the Third and: left Mative for the 
fecuring of Qbedicnce to theſe Laws; - is, 
= their 


x28 The 7rue Nature of bhe Divine Law, 
| their baving ſuch Loving Invitations and Aﬀetlionatt 
Expreſſions of Kikdueſr joyn'd' with them: FEE 
Come #nto me ({aith our Lord,)'all ye that Labour 
. endare beavy Laden; aid Þ will give you teſt. Whete, _ 
by thole that Lebour and are beavy Laden, I ſuppoſe, 
that They are n6t only to be underſtood, who per. 
ceive the burden of their Sins, and'ſee the neceſlity 
of Grace-from their Mifdoings, Our 'Lord: here 
calls Men not only to Comfort butalſo to Teach and 
Inſttuct them; that they may come to an Acknow- 
ledgment of their Sins; which in their own Nature 
are a Weight and Burden ; although they be not 
yet perceived ſo to be. After the-manner of thoſe 
who, Rev. 3. 17. were Wretched aud Miferable, and 
ho and Blind and Naked , when they felt no fuch 
thing. 


So that all Men here are called by Chriſt ; whether 
they be ſuch as think themſelves to be miſerable, . or | 
ſuchasdonot. That by the One the Miſery which 


they, in good ſort, perceive, may be avoided ; and 
from the Other, the Miſery which they are under, | 
though they ſee it not, may by good Inſtructions” be 
removed; and they brought into thoſe Paths which | 
will give them a true reſt from Sin at the preſent; and 
will bring them into Everlaſting Reſt hereafter. _ 
And how perſuaſive is that of St. Paul? We as 
Ambaſſadors for Chrift, as though God did beſeech you 
by us, we pray you in Chrifts ftead be you reconciled 
| wntto God, i. e. be you Obedient to his Laws, and 
thereby reconcile yourſelvesunto him, who by Dib- 
obedience were his Enemies. And how ſtrangely 
may this prevail for Love to God's Law, when his 
Commands, of themſelves Righteous and Gentle, 
are yet further ſoftned by kind Invitations afd Pallt - 
onate Beſeechings ! | | 
Theſe are, Theophilus, the general Motives rela+ | 
ting to all the Divine Laws together, and if we __ 
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ahd of Diſobediene thereunto. 129 
not be obſtinate, nor lay aſide our Undedftandings, 
with what pleaſing Sttengths will they come upon 
our Souls, and ſway them into Love and Obedi- 
ence ! 
Theoph. But methinks, Exbulws; there is the ab- 
ſence of ſome things in them, which were a great 
Ornament. to the Law of Moſes, and, - as it may 
ſeem, would be no leſs ſo to. That of our Lord : vis. 
| Thoſe Viſible Expreſſions ( which I remember you 
mention'd in your firſt Walk,) of God's Power and 
Preſence, in the Trim and Thummim ;, in Oracles from 
the Ark; in the wondrous Aliveneſs of the ſacred Fire; - 
in the Cloud filling the Temple; and alſo in Miraca= 
low Deliverances and Revenges. Theſe, you faid, 
kept the love of Gods Laws-awake, that it ſunk 
not into Careleſneſs and Irreverence. Is there not 
as much need of theſe things, or ſuch as theſe, now ? 
And would they not have been meet to- accompany 
the Evangelical Motives you inſtanced in? 
Euba]. Theſe were things which were adapted 
for that State, where Men were to be wrought up- 
on chiefly by means that could be ſeen and fetr, and 
were, as yet, not ſo fit for a more ſpiritual Diſpen- 
lation, But now, when Heavenly Myſteries and 
Rewards are fo fully revealed, it wonld be our ſhame; 
if, not ſatisfied with them, we ſhould ſtill be look- 
Ing after outward and ſenſible Manifeſtations. And 
L ipeak a truth when I ſay, That God's being pre- 
ſent with us in a ſpiritual manner, is more ſuitable 
0 his Nature, which is incorporeal, than his ap- 
pearing in a Cloud,. or by other viſible or audible 
ays, 1n the Jewiſh Temple, was. And it is alſo 
a more perfect Way than was that other, That 
Ing more to the outward ſenſe,, and the weaker : 
art of Man ; This more to the Soul, which is his 
xcellence : That being exerciſed throvgh viſible 
tings ; This through the Holy Spirit who is invi-- 
— K | {ible, 
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130 The Zrue Nature of the Divine Law, 


fible, and infinitely ſurpaſſeth them, Neither ig 
there wanting, what may keepour Love from Drow- 
Zineſs, as much, or more, than what under the Old 
Law there did : The Word of God is ſharper than a 
tpo-eaged Sword, piercing even to the diniding aſunder 
of the Foynts and Marrow, and the Holy Spirit, like 
a Refiner?s Fire, will give a quickneſs unto, and; keep 
up vigour 1n, our Love. | 

But ſuppole , Theophilus, there ſhould. be vilthle 
and continued Maniteſtations of the Diyine Pre- 
ſence, as of old there were : In tract of: time they 
would be eſteen'd little different from the elle 
of Nature; and would prevail with, Men no mare 
than the Courſe of the Syn and Moon., and the 
Growth of Trees and. Herbs ; which, from their 
commonneſs, make ſmall Impreſſions upon the le 
knowing, ard immoral ſort of Men, And, It may. 
be, theſe more open Expreſſions of his. Power and 
Preſence, which God Almighty gave under the fic, 
Temple ., he thereſore denied under the ſecond, 
becaule their every-days being ſeen, made them fo 
little taken notice of, that they thereby, in great: 
meaſure, loſt their End. W 

But if you would have the Divine Power to. be, 
now and then, in extraordinary Concerns, exerted} 
beyond the common road of Nature, (as I cannot: 
ſay, but fomtimes, it now 1s, though very och 
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neither would this poſſibly have the effe&t you thi 
of, We live in a curious and: uncrediting Worldz/: 
and thoſe, whom theſe things ſhould moſbwork ups 
on, would-, if far diftant, not. beheye that thers; 
were ſuch things: If they ſhould beiſa.near as; to! 
ſee them, they would. be forward to. ſave ſuc 
Acts by Natural Reaſons, and thereby render tne Wt 
fruitlels to themſelves, However it be, we in ger 
neral may ſay, That God in theſe later Ages of the I: 
World, chuſeth to manifeſt himſelfi mate ay te 
by EXELrciie WI> 
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exeteife of his Wiſdom, than by the open Fifa: of 
| his Power ; 6: deali with Men according to 
their own way, Policy and OOnIFane being that 
which almoſt Pry And from the 
more quiet and wi I0gS now, .God” s 
Hand, by religions and conf; TY Men, may as 
truly be acknowledged as when his Methods were 
more diſcernable by the Eye. 
"Therefore, ſittce the Dive Laws, as now they 
are ſettled, are abundant fred fs for the Prevail: 
ing'upon ſober and docible Minds : and thoſe, victble 


effects of God's Powet wg pil not, in all likelihopd, 
fray with thioſe: who are ofa contrary Diſpoſi Hong b 


and his ſecret way o Facting i Is w_ choice of is Þ 
vidence, to confound and'bri 
cles of Men, in- a ſuitablc 


re Ihave no reaſon to comp 'e. 
want of thoſe viſible Expr LIPS of his Power. ah 


Freſence which he heretofore afforded; and.we,axe 


Fery unjuſt, if we prefer ſome Motives belonging to 


he Law of old, before thoſe which appertain to the 
ng Law now. 


Theoph. Your Reply hath ſattsfied me, and made 
fair way for me to intreat your proceeding. to 


* Matives , thete were\#o every. 
afticulay Law 


oo £2Þ7. The 'e paſſed 6ver. With. 


| notice, ey are 10. appoſite, 1o fwert and; 
why, t akin ; Can be mary: And f fuch,as ate. 


ter 3; ; Or elle are there, 


we. at large inſtance , 


imme Saſs 0 
Ba, ſo. far Pre 2H they 


y Can , flte vp the .Duty of Love- 
W- d, than 294 The is ſo Hs 
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t32 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 
our Father by Redemption, than he was by Cre 


by how much the ſhedding of the Blood of God trans 
ſcends the ſpeaking of a Word? Cana Reverential | 
Fear be more awakened by any thing, than by-out 
being acquainted that he is able to deſtroy both Body 
aud Soxl in Hell; and by- our being bid. ro fear bin 
with a redoubled Precept, Fear him, I. ſay unto you, 
Fear bim, — | -— 
And then for Duties to others, in'the Relationof 
Subjets to a Prince ; Of Pricft aud People; of Hy: 
bands 'and Wives ;, of Parents and Children ;, Of Ma. 
flers and Servants; and of Neighbours one to anothe, | 
Nothing can poſſibly prevail more upon Rationg 
Men, for Obedience to Princes, than that they ar 
- ae«]vg3er and S'a;::4 O58, Sacred Miniſters of Gul, 
That Damnation ſhall be received if reſiſtance be madt; 
And that the Conſcience within 1s to be preferr'd be 
fore the Fear of Wrath without. And ſurely, Pr 
ces may well embrace the Name, and maintain the 
Prafticeof Chriſtianity, which thus ſecures them of 
the Hands and Hearts of their Subjects. 
What ſtronger Motives can there be for People 
Reſp: and Love to their Miniſters, than that theyar 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, upon their account! 
That in Chriſts ftead they beſeech them to be reconcilts 
wyto God 7 And that they are ſet apart for this ve) 
thing ;, to wit, the promoting the welfare of their Sault? 
and-how prevalent ſuch Motives bave been, we mij: 
learn from the Gulatians carriage towards St, Pauli 
who would, if poſſible, have plucked . out their ont! 
- Ejes, and piven them mnto bim. 1 
Neither are the Duties of Paſtors urged with lb 


Weight. The Church's being; purchaſed by.tbe Blood: 


of God is the argument for their Feeding it 3 and they 


ate charged before God and the Lord Feſis Chrity 
who ſhall Fudge the Duick and the Dead, 0 doit. I 
conſidefation of which ,” what Heart wonld it 10% 
T_T For 


«ri of Diſobedience thereunto. 17x 
For Mxtxal Love and Delight between Thoſe whom 


Chriſt the Bridegroom, 


Oh: 
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ever good thing any ian. dgth, no let ho be be 
bound, than if _be 0M # free. = gh 


i And a7aſters haye a Motive' equi y. ; strong tor 
| their Gentleneſs and af towards. thel Servants 

from'their baving 4 Maſter in Heavey,, with whom, it 
mo reſpect of Perſons, Which imports that the Ang 
thority which a Mafter hath on Earth, ; Not, 
Heaven, or at- God?s Bar, ſtand hirh 1 in any ſtea 
if he bear it hardy and frowardly CR is Ser. 
Vant. = 

Laſtly, For the Duzy of N eighbours one. Je -nathn 

What more taking Motive can there.be Fo : 
Love and Peaceablenels; than that, Wy Rs ' 
Stones built up a $ 3 piritudl Houſe 2 bſurd;.i it $e ld 
be, if int our Buildings,: the Materials ſhould he -at 
variance ; - and will it 'niot be racy "more {0 in. Go 
Building, whete 79 Chriſt is the chief Cameo von 
Theyare excited tg love one ante as. biz 
thren-in a fir more Noble Relation th an that 6 Ne 
ture. Toy Ms faith FT a? IN Tore: thay, 
one place) for whom! C ie D What. al elite: 
ctual and kindly -O Rat 0n Way this as in gh. 
thoſe-Matters oY rcord, which h may arilg. amang 
Neighbours and Frienls ? '*Shall-ſuch or ſuch aq 
Offence-make-me an Enem Brenkern wham. C 1 
bath died * Shall any Worldly Concern. aver! . 
thatLove, and break that Uniog, which Ghr Chri hath, 
Cemented, and Eſfabliſtied with bir own niſi precia 
Blood? A mighty Inducement for the loye of. 


bours, this - Though not proper to this Relation, 
alone, but running through oe foreg 
Fhehigher place in every one. of, ek £2 
too high, and the Tower one not-to0.Jow, 

mit te Wame of Brother, And ft Al No. oa 


thereof may be promoted, and e more 
carried on, by this Motive. the Yank 
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\ . 1 thought it hot amiſs, Theophilus, in ſhort thus 
to hint the Excellent Motives, which the Goſpel af- 
fords, as proper to every particular' Law, by itſelf con» 
ſfider?d. And they are, as I faid, either purely Evan- 
relical, as flowing fome way or other fromthe My- 
Hors of our Redemption, whictkt conld not have been 
known had it not been with, revealed ; or elfe 
ſuch as are, to a much greater Perſuaſrveneſs, urged, 
than ever they were before. 

' Theopb. They prevail fo mach with me, that me- 
thinks were 1 ih the meatieſt of theſe Relations; or 
could 1, by turns, be each part in them all, 1 could 
love every -Law belonging to them, for the appo- 
ſite and exceltent Motive? which to every Law arg 
ROE. 2 

- But, Eabvlus;, you have not yet given me any.tafte 
of theſe Mitrves which refpect the Laws to a Mars 
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can he anſwer jt if þe defiles that Body-which.is-ot his Þ 
own; yea, which our Saviour hath Cleanſed with hig | 
Blood, as well as Bought? And with what Face can 
. he abuſe That which ſhall riſe again from the Dead; 
| but which, if itdiesan un-chaſt Body, ſhall not he 
raiſed Chaſt : If a veſſel of Drunkenneſs and Intem- 
perance, it ſhall not from the Grave become Clean 
ES © Mo. 
Another Law, reſpecting qurſelves, #4 the keeping 
our Hearts pure. And what Motive hereunto can be 
wiſh'd for greater than the ſeeing of God 3. 5. e. the 
being fitted thereby for that Viſion of him which is ' 
Beatifick;nothing that is impure heing toenter there, 
where God's moſt Glorious Preſence 1s ?: And not 
only ſo ſhall they ſee God, but he will manifeſt Him» | 
ſelf alſo unto them by the Joys of his Bleſſed Spirit 
within them ; and by the opening of their Eyes, that 


they may bebold the woudrous things of bis Law; yea, 


and ſee him inevery thing. | 
A Third Law to a Man's ſelf, is theCatting off the 
Right Hand, and pulling out the Right Eye, 10 caſe they 
offend bim \ i. e, the being willing to part with agy 
thing, how uſeful and pleaſant ſoever it be, rather 
than to be enſnared by it, or betray'd into Sin. And 
who will be un-willing todo this when he hears, hat 
it is bitter for him to enter into Life Blind or Maimed, 
than baving two Hands or two Eyes to be caſt ina” 
IM Everlaſting Fire? Not as if Lamigneſs or the having\ 
--= One Eye ſhould continue with him after his Entrance 
into Life, No, God can ſupply all thoſe defects, 
and he wil] do it, But if any outward thing which 
poſſibly may not be leſs dear to. the Man, than his 
Hand or Eye, ſhall occaſipnally enſnare him, by ex- 
citing corrupt deſires; which cannot well be avoided 
otherwiſe than by parting with theſe Enjoyments: 
Better it will be to go to Heayen without them, 
where Eternal Happinc6 ſhall make up. ſuch leſs, 
PE oo | wen T3 2904p NE 
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than retaining a in this World' to be thrown 
into! Hell; Were he ſhall be for CyeT loft to them, 
and to himſelf 1 

The laſt Law (or Laws zather,) reſpeſting our- 
ſelves, Is the putting away all Carking, C arefulneſr, 
Diſcoment and Impatience. 

It is impoſlible-to conceive a more winning. Mo- 
tive againſt Carefulneſs, than that which:the words 
of our Bleſſed Lord afford us.. Take” no thought far 

your Life, that ye ſhall Eat, or what ye ſhall Drink ; 
wor yet for your. Fody, what .'ye ſhall put on. Is not 
Life more than, Meat, aud tbe Body = Rayment 2 
Bebold the Fowls of the Air ; for > at Sow nop, neitber- © 
do they Reap, nor gather into Barns ; yet your, Heaven- 
ly F $f feedeth them. And wby take ye thought for- 
Rayment ? Copfider the Lillies of the Field, bow: they 
grow; they toil not, neither dothey Spin; yet I. ſay nn- 
to you that Salomon i all bis. Glory was not arrayed. 
like ohe of theſe. ': If God then ſo kt Graſs. of 
the Field, whiep th Day's, and: to Morrow 15.caſt into; 
| the Oven, ſhall be not ad more Cloath you, O. yep, 
little Faith. ? Truly -ſo pleaſmg and; powerfol, are 
theſe perſuaſives, that they may allay.allignxious 
Cares, ne leſs from their Speculation, than trom.the 
| Enjoyment; of the things they; ſpeak of. .... And with, 
ſuch a ret Artiulneſs doth our Lord urge ns: 


Gontentation of "OE 

{ Mive, and; have.ous 

Being. That he is rafinircly Wiſe, and ſo' knows 

what Is beſt: for us; infinitely good, and To, is ,not; 
wanting to his Creatures ? That, we, are Strgiizers 
and Pilgrims here; and ſo'tis reaſonable, that baving 
Food and R nos. we ſhould: cleveunith be conteut 5+ 
Ln he hath given us the greateſt Blefling % : his 
ove, 
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Love, his only Son to dye for us; atid-{f6 we may 
well be content if ſome leſſer Bleſſing be denied-as; 
which yet if we enjoy*d, we could not tell whethex 
they would be Bleſſings to us or fiot ? 

And are the Mfotives for Patience i Troubles, "leſs 
ſtrong and prevailing? Certainly they are fot. This 
Grace hath a Mark of Honour affixed upon it, greater 
than which there cannot be. For God is ſtyled the 
God of Patience; and we have his Faithfulnelſs as a 
Pledge, that amidſt our ſufferings we ſhall not be. 
forſaken. God zs Faithful, who will 4ot periflit yout ty 
be Tempted above that which you are able:  Bitt will, 
with the Temptation, make a way to ofcape, that ye mi 
be able to bear it. At ſnach gracious expreſſions 
who is it will not be Patient? Nay, whenwe, as nt 
Saviour was, are to be made perfelt by Sufferivge; 
when, through his eſpecial favour, they work, for #14 
far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Gloty, whit 
Man is it, that, in his conſiderate thoughts, will'net 
1G he hath reaſon even to refvyce int Aﬀe. 

tons ? | OL a 
Theſe Motives for Patience are fuch as are high- 
ly ſaitable to the Soul in its, moſt perfeCt Attings atid 
Deſires; and are fitted to obtain their end, not or 
ſome Tempers only, which are of the rfiote ſturdy, 
and leſs ſenſible fort ; but on al Mc who tive Re 
fon and Underſtanding to conſider things aright. 
They require not that 'we ſhould think that is 
to nuiv, the things that are out of der power, haw 
no'Relation 'unto us; That there ifs ſuch thingas 
Pain in the World ; or if there be, that it is not 
Evil. No, we are look?d upon as Mes ; and are al- 
 low*dto have a ſenſe of the Afﬀitions that lie upolt 
us: And, even while it is thx with us, we have 
Supports and Comforts, not ſuch as are only verh4 
&* votes. arry and thin, deceiving us for a while into 


quiegnels z - but fubftawial and weighty pnes, Ho 
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:ato the Vitals, and in reality,' greater than all the 
Xxonbles-we Tan undergo. 
:Throph, 1 dave known ſonte;) who, poſiibly; from 
ſuch Conſidorations, have.boer.op event utder very 
oreat Aftictions, But. yet when God I 
"von of foe wear Friands;, or. of Ons. wham: 
Paſte of Lete hath more intimately united 'v2 tr 
than the cloſe}: Ties from 3lood:could do, have! tolt | 
all their. Patience. AS Rachet wept for her Chlldbex 
and wpuld nos he comforted beeauſe they. were nory 10 
is it withitheft; and ſomtimes theis Sorrow ſo mach 
ptevatds, as;ta bring them down even into on Grave 
for thew Decealed Friends,.  : :: 
val: Mat you. ſay is tre; though” Z coals 
wiſh is were Adt,.: for the Sake of 'mbre thas -Ohe 
who.arc equal Dear to ydu andt-.me. Barlamior 
very that you have thenciin?d i; becauſe, there ave 
WH fveb proper and excethent Adorives afforded by vir 
| Lard, for thei EO our: CEE the Deafly 
= of Friends..;; mud © 
 Whendhey Dye, we are rok: they Ivo Jin Nihep, 
I 24 will after awhile awake again: Ard Theref6re 
WE 276 400 nt to Gorrow a7 foru'ahivy- do, D200 th 
| pc, Witilewe commirtlienict6 the Ground, the 
| are 1 a mainer' Son, as: Co ir7 and willebihe 
WH pagaiito greater advantages both ro þa'theni- 
; | They are S own in Corrnpivvie; hey-[Ball ber ai- 
ea 18 Incorraptien ; a Sh9 in Diſinine, + 
ſhall be raiſed in Toes boy-\ar Sowfh in Wah) _ 
they ſhall be calcd in Pawes ; they are Sown Natixr, 
Bugies, they ſhall: be-raiſed Spiraueh ThisiSP _ 
ty ſpoken, and not only ſoy butv1s confirttied 
Lords own from the Dead, and becoming the 
Firſt-Eraatr of them that Sleps. © \'Whichi fies, that. 
asthe Hatveſtifolloweth the Firſt-Fruits. 5 ſraffour 
Chriſtian Friends, withialf other Holy Men" folfory' 
our Lordi his:ReſurreCtion; Teis och OI 
that 
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that the Holy Scripture gives to the whole Chat, 
3s united with its Head, The Name of Chriſt. Thus 
1Cor.12.12. As the Body is one, and hath many Mem- 
bers, and all the Members of that ohe Body bein 
mary, are oze Bedy, SO ALSO IS CHRIST 
Whence there may ſeem an holy Neceſfity that our 
Friends ſhould riſe from the Dead. They 
' are parts of the Church; and as the Church and 
Chriſt are one , He could not be ſaid to be 
riſey, unleſs T bey likewiſe ſhould riſe from the 
If there be no Reſurreflion of the Dead, faith the Apo- 
{tle, then is Chriſt not riſen ;, ' which is true alſo in 
this ſenſe, His Reſurrection would be incom leat, 
and.in effeft no Reſurretion, ſhould not his Church, 
which is his Body, riſe after him. What need is 
there then of fo 1 many Lamentations, , and of ſuch 
Floods of Tears? Why ſhould. we be dej jected at 
the Graves of our Friends ? which we may Jook UPs 
on. as the places from which they will*arife, rather 


than as the places wherein they are buried ? ? 
_ And what may yet. further contribute to the ap- 
ng of our Sorrow, is their riſing again wever to. 
be 'fick more ; *Never ary more to leave ms; but to cn- 
joy us, and-to be enjoyed, by us , in an Eternity of- 
Happineſs, For it (cannot reaſonabl 4 be thought, 
L 


that thoſe particular Friendſhips, which were found- 
ed in Virtue, will not hereafter be continued in Hea- 
$5 eſpecially ſince a Religious F aitbfulneſs and Con- 
ftancy in AﬀeGion ſhall have a good ſhare in the Ever-. 
Rewards which are there given. . So that we - 


ſhall have our Friends again, and much more ours, 
_ thanevyer they were before. 


Neither even at the preſent is our Communion with 
them diſſolved by their Death : For that Bond which 
unites us one to another, and to our Head, is Spi- 
ritual ; and fo-Death, which only divides the Sou k 
from the Body , makes ng real ſcatarias of the 


Chriſtian 
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| Chriſtian who is dead, from'the Chriſtians who are 
alive, For they who {till continue Members of the 
ſame Head, do alſo continue Members one of another. 
And the ſame good Will which our Friends, as 
._ Chriſtians, had to us while they lived, we may fately 
believe vhey have after they have left us : Such as 
conſiſteth in the making Supplications unto God, that. 
it may be well with us both in Life and Death; and 
In rejoycing at thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings which are held 
out unto us for the obtaining that Happineſs which 
they, before us, have reach*d unto, po 
Why then ſhould we grieve as though they were 
uite loſt unto us? As though all our Intereſt. in 
them were buried 1n their Graves; and all that Vir=- 
tuous Kindneſs they bore us, were wholly extinCt ? 
We rather may rejoyce that their Love towards ns, 
and other Chriſtians, is increaſed, and more per- 
fect, as their own Happineſs is increaſed , and 
_ themſelves are more perfect. 

Theoph. What you ſay, might adminiſter unto 
Patience,were it not that the Fears of an Hell, and the 
Apprehenſions that it may be worſe with them now. 
they are dead, than it was when they were alive, 

did not ſo often interpoſe. 5145 | 

Eubul. But why ſhould we ſuffer ſuch:Fears and 
Apprehenſions to interpoſe in relation to; thoſe 
Friends who have loved Religion and Virtue, and 
made them viſible in their Lives ? Precious inthe 
ſight of Sod is the death of ſuch, And asfor thoſe 
daily Slips and Failures, which proteed only from 
that Weakneſs which is common to all Mankind, 
they, from the Sincerity which hath been in_the + 
Heart, ſhall be forgiven. Indeed there are ſome 
Perſons for whom our Hopes cannot be ſo great; - 

-vand we are not to be blamed if our Griefs be of a 
larger meaſure in the Deaths of theſe, But yet we +} 
are by no means to pais ſentence ourſelves _ : 

| them, 
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them, but mult leave ithem to ſtand or fall to their 
own Maſter. And the fame God that commands vs 
to be-charitable, means that we ſhould be ſo, not 
only to the Living, but the Dead alſo i: And 'f he he 
ſo ſtrictly enjoyns owr. Charity rowards them, we 
have ſome reaſon to: hope, he wil not deny unto | 
them his own Mercy. 
This is certain,*rhat however the evil Lives of 
ſome Men may render the Thoughts of Death tefs 
comfortable to themſelves and others, yet, through 
our dear Lord's Dying for us, Death i Is, i reahty, 
become ai harmleſsthing to ns, as we are Chriſfi- 
ans, and we may Triumphantly utethe words of St. 
Paxl';, O Death, where is x Sting ? O Grave; 
where is thy. V/. ory f Thaxks L u1t0+ God who bath 
given us the Viddovy, through our Lord Fefis Chriſt. Nay, 
though Death to our Bodily Eyes hath Terrour in 
its Face, and is-attended with Worms and Corrup- 
tion, yet the ſame Apoſtle reckons'it'a part of the' 
Church's Dowry, 1 Cor, 3. 22. Whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas, or Life, or DEATH, or Things 
preſent, or Things. 20 come, all are yours; and the: 
Tame we may eſteem it to! be in relation'to our de 
parted Friends. 
” You haveſecen, Theophilus, the excellent Motives 
W for Patienco on every Hand; and for Obedience al- 
& ſato: the other Laws that more nearly cancernour- 
ſelves; 3 
And truly the conceiving of a Man whoſe outward 
aCtions are all Clean' and Chaſt; whoſe inward” 
T-houghts/are Pure and Holy ; who can part with 
even Lawtful Enjoyments rather than be infhared by: 
them; who is contented with his Lot; not anxi-. 
ous for the years to come, and cheerfully bearing up 4 
under preſent ſufteringsz the conceiving, I' ſay; of 
ſuch an one, fo every way perſeft, is vety*pleglanit”* 


tothethoughts ; a We-caunet ſoonerthink'6f nel 
| 4, 
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than we muſt Love him; the Laws then that form the 
Man to be ſuch, mult needs be no lets fitted for our 
Love and Delight; and theſe, ſure, wilt, much be 
heightned from ſuch pleaſing and weighty Induce- 
| ments. 

Theoph. PII confeſs to you, Eabuius, from this 
ſhort account, which you have given, all my Af- 
fections are turn*dinto a Loye of theſe Sacred Laws 
except only that there is ſome room in my Soul lef 
| far Reverence and Admiration of them, And 1 hope, 
| while I ſpeak the ſame Words that the Pious Mr, 
Herbert did, I ſpeak to the utmoſt the ſame Truth 
alſo, viz. That 1 would not part with one Leaf" of theſe 
| Holy Laws, might I have the whole World in Exchange. 

They are able to make (would Men permit them, 
an Heaven upon Earth; while Peace and Joy and. 
Love would be in the Community, and an Holy: 
5" and Inexpreſlible Pleaſure, in every private 
Breal. : - 

Eubul, And may ſuch be continually in yours 
without any ceaſing or decay, for the great Venera- 
tion and Love which you expreſs to theſe Laws. 

Theoph. Truly, Enbulw, it is impoſlible there 
ſhould be any true Happineſs without them, Should: 
not. the Underſtanding be recovered from that Blind- 
| neſs, and Errour which are 1nit ; ſhould not the Will 
be reduced'from its Pravity and Perverſenels : Should 
not. the Aﬀections be delivered from their Tumul- 
tuouſneſs and Evil Exceſles., even Heayen 'woyld: 
| not: be a place of: Joy; and Bliſs For hew una- 
grecable would Glorious Manſions be, and an in- 
corruptible Body, were the Soul imperfect ayd vici- 
ous In all its Faculties ; unacquainted with Halineſs, 
ſecretly grudging at God?s Will, and openly. difo- 
beying it? What would the Salvation be,. ſhould. ' 
Sant with Saint carry. it ill-naturedly ; andienjoy 
Their Immortality, only for the Perpetuating; aE 
their:Diſſentions ? "7: 
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And if to them, whoſe Natures are not faſhioned 
by theſe Laws, Heaven would not afford an Happi- 
_ neſs, we may be ſure, Earth will not. Which makes 
me, Exbulus, to pity thoſe Menas Enemies to their 
own Welfare, who eſteem Liberty and Greatneſs 
to be then alone truly perfect, when they are attend- 
ed with a Licentiouſneſs ; doing whatever liketh 
them, without any reſpect had to the Laws of God 
or Man. Whereas God himſelf, who 1s infinite in 
Majeſty; and moſt abſolure in Power, acteth accor- 
ding to the Eternal Laws of Righteouſneſs and 
Goodneſs: And it is the perfeCtion of his Great- 
neſs and Liberty, foto do. 

 Exbul. What you have ſaid I cannot gainſay, but 
do much approve. And though, I confeſs, I could 
never think, (as ſome have done,) that the Scrzp- 
tures bare ſaying that they are the Word of God, is a 
Sufficient Teſtimony that they are ſo ;, yet from the 1n- 
ward Excellence of theſe Laws, and thoſe admirable 
Motives which are added to them for the ſecuring of 
our Obediente, there is, methinks, a ſubſtancial 
Proot of their Divinity and Truth. 

_ Can it be thought that the Devil could ever 
prompt any Man to make Laws ſo righteous and 
good as theſe are ? Or that be would promote 
their Obſervance with ſach mighty Rewards, ſach 
ſevere Threatnings, and ſuch ſacred Conſiderations? 
If ſo, then ſurely our Saviour*s Argument of S4- 
tens being divided againſt bimſelf,, and his Kingdoms 
not beinP able thereby to ſtand, might be alroge- 
ther as valid in the preſent caſe, as then It was, 
when the Jews faid,that Devils were caſt out by Beel- 
Zebub the Prince of the Devils. 

Neither have we more reaſon to imagine, That 
any Man ont of his own falſeneſs and deceir did make 
theſe Laws, ſince they are fo directly deſtructive 
of all falſeneſs and deceit, and may juſtly be oo : 
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poſed to.be Fr5Ogly y ſo, in that they ate re- 
cornmended to'the World with Conſiderations ſo 
powerful and favoury. 

From theit own Purity, therefore, and Good- 
neſs, they may well be own'd ro be the ſame Divine 
precepts, which 1n reality they are. ' 

Theoph. And let me add, That no Max ever de- 


ſerv?d to be ſo much honour'd among Men, as He 


hath done, who hath given theſe Laws, and, be- 


yond al} example, hath encotiraged cheir practice. 


| cannot but thiaK ſomtimes, how highly the 
grave Lucretizs hath extolld (and i is himſelf highly 
extolP.d by ſome for ſo doing,) his Epicurus ; who 


gendeavour?'d to Arm Men againſt all Fears, by the 


beating down of all' Religion, and the excluding the 


Gods from the knowledge of every thing on Earth, 
as being aeither pleas*d with good Aitions. 1or offended 


with evil ones. And He (lo far well,) doth ſhew, 
that all other Inventions, however very much con« 


ducive to the Welfare of Men, are yer nothing to 


be compared to That which will quiet tumultuous 


Paſſions, and render the Mind well informed and 
Tteady. " Compare, laith he, with This, the great 


4 which others have found out : Ceres and Bac- 
<4 are much honour*d ; She, as having firſt taught 
the way of ſowing Corn. He, as having firſt in- 
ſtructed Men in planting of Vines : But yet with- 
out theſe things Mens Lives may be ſuſtain'd; and, 
as report goes, ſome Nations, even now, do live 
without them. At bene non poterat fne Ie pectore 
vive; but without a Breaſt well purged, a Man can 
have fio happy Life. And then he goes on with 
the Praiſes of his Philoſopher , as being worthy a 
Place among the Gods. 

But if He had ſo much Honour, who profanely 


taught Men not to fear, what ſhall our Lord have, 


whos with ſacred Religion, dire&s Men in the plea- 
L ' ant 
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fant and right Paths to Happineſs ? Who gives them 
Laws, which will render them eaſlie to themſelyes, 
and acccptadle unto others ; Who, in any Trouble, 
that may beſal them, affords them the only Method; 
of Comſort; by telling them, that God 1s a Father 
unio Men; 1nevery thing taking care of them, and 
ordering even Affictions for the good of thoſe who 
are pious ; Who makes known everkſting Joys af- 
rer D.ath, which are prepared for thoſe that live 
holy Lives; and renders the way thereunto not Bi 
ficult by the help which he continually vouchſate 
from 2:ove; And all this in ſuch a wonderful man. 
ner, by having loved us even unto Death, with 2 
Love much ſtronger than Death itſelf. 

Ezbul, Our Lord doth indeed, in theſe things, de 
ſerve Honour above all Men; and we may often, on 
his account, ſing that Anthem which, at his Birth, 
_ the Angels ſung, Glory be to God on bigh; on Earth, 
Peace; Good-will towards Men, © : 

And I will further ſay, That They, who faithfully 
five up their Names unto him, have the Preceder- 
Cy, not only of all Thoſe, who, among the Hee 
thens, pretended to the ſtudy of Wiſdom, but allo 
of God's own People the Jews; yea, in a ſort, evel 
of David himſelf, who was ſo dear to him; and 
vihom, in our Diſcourſe, we have had occaſion 
often to. mention. 

For though I cannot but yield, that this King had 
2 fair infight into the Kingdom of the Meſi4s, and 
the things belonging unto it, ( there being in his 
Pſalms ſo many undoubted Deſcriptions thereof,) 
yet it will not be an Untruth to affirm, That the 
meanelt Chriſtian among us hath ( unleſs it be bis 
own fault, ). more clear Revelations of Chriſt, 0f 
Life and Immortality, and of the Aſſiſtances of the 
Holy Spirit, than David had, or any of the Pro- 
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The words of our Lord tending to what I now 


 fay, are very remarkable : Verily I ſay unto you, 


Among them that are born of Women, there bath not 


| riſen a greater than John the Baptiſl, Notwithſtanding 


he that is leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven , is preater 
than be, Matth. £1.11. z. e. However a very great 


| Prophet Fohn was; one that above all the reſt, 


had the Honour to ſee our Lord in the Fleſh; a 
thing which many Prophets and Kings had deſired 
to ſee, and had not ſeen it; yet the leaſt Diſciple 
or Chriſtian, when Chriſt ſhall be ſet at the Right- 
Hand of God, and ſhall raiſe up an Heavenly King- 
dom upon Earth , ſhall be greater than Fobn. 7. e, 
From the being Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
having alarger knowledge of the Divine Will mani- 
feſted ;, being made acquainted with higher and more 
noble things than Fobx was uſed to, ſhall, in this re- 
ſpect, be greater than He, and more honoured than 


Any that lived before him. 


Theoph. How pleaſant a ProſpeCt are theſe things 


to a Chriſtian! And who could blame him, if, fix- 


ing his Thoughts upon them, He ſhould account all 
other things (in the Apoftle's words,) 4s dung and 
droſs in compariſon of them ? 

But, pray, Eubulns, Since the Law is ſo good, Af- 
fiſt ances ſo great, and Motives ſo taking, how comes it 
to paſs, that there ſhould be ſs many diſobedient oner, 
« we, almoſt every where, ſee there are ? 


Ezbul. Too many, God knows, there are; and -. 
one reaſon that there are ſo many, is the ſuperh- 
cial Knowledge of theſe things, and oftentimes a 
groſs Ignorance. Were the elder ſort called to Ca- 
techiuſm , ( and ſome of thoſe who fail not feeing 
the Church once a week,) I doubt we fhould-find 
them, though Men in Stature, to be yet but Children 
tm Underſtanding ; perteC&t it may be, (and it may 
. L 2 | be 
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be not,) in the words of the Creed, and the Com- 
mandments, but Strangers to the ſenſe. | 

Theoph. Bur not a few. who are wel inſtructed jn 
the Divine Laws, are yet of Lives bad enough, 

Ewbul. ]t 1s a truth what you ſay; though a fad 

ene to be told. Yet while there ts ſo much Naty. 
ral Pravity in the Heart of Men, and ſo many Tem: 
prations abroad, It 1s not difficult to guels the 
Treaſon. 
For Chriſtian Religion , though it often-tune 
overcomes our Natural Corruptions, yet 'doth not 
wholly root them out ; and evil Inclinations wil 
ſway a great many from their Duty. 

The Rewards, which our Lawgiver promfeth, 
are chiefly fature and ſpiritual; and Men (luch | 8 
their Earthlineſs, ) are generally for thoſd th 
that are preſent, and can be feen : And when tl 
_ ſhall ſtrongly ſolicit, and make ſhews'of great Pro. 
fits. or Pleaſtres, or Honours, it is no wonderthat 
Multitades are led away by them. 

Add to this, That the Proofs of Chriſtianity art 
not ſuch as will compel Mens afſent unto them, whe 
ther they will or no, bnt areto be inculcated offer 
upon their Hearts, that they may there be firmly 
rooted. Now this requires Pains and Induftry; 
and if many Men are for'Sloth -and Eaſe, and-doac- 
«count the Weighing and conſidering of "Tings to be 
harder, and more tedious, than bodily Labonr, we 
Thay quickly diſcern wherefore it is, that the Laws of 
our Lord are ſo little obſerved. 

" And truly, the Attings of the Holy Ghoſt with 
Men, which are not ordinarily according 'to the 
fulneſs of his Power, but fo-as may be relifted, arc, 
#9 the preſent caſe, worthy our Conſideration. 
'by his Motions within us doth perſuade, and-ſilent- 
I he propoſeth qur Welfare, ſuggeſting 'the tric 


means of obtaining, it , and furnifhing us "_ 
Strength 
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$trength and Aids from above, if we will admit of, 
and cloſe with, them; but he doth not uſually, 


with an zrrefiftible Power, conſtrain us. And hence 


are thoſe Expreſſions in Holy Writ, of quezching 


and reſting the Spirit z which, 1f he aGted accor- 


ding to the greatneſs and'extentof his Might, could 
not be quenched nor reſiſted. 

Now, when Men are left to chnfe what” Paths: 
they will take ; when they muit come 1: (as it were,) 
to the help of the Lord againfttiieir on Corruptions, 
and thoſe Pleaſures of Senſe, which (as the forbid- 
den Apple did,) look fair, and to be defired, it may 


not ſeem ſFrange, that theſe are choſen, and the Di- 
| vine Precepts neglefCted. 


Neither is Chriſtian Religion to. be faulted, as if 


It did not provide means fuffcient for the retaining 


Men in Obedience, It provides fo far as is confi- 
ſtent with. their Virtue, which brooks not Force, 


and would be loft, had it not the Will along with 


_ 

And from what hath been ſaid, Theophilus, you 
may gueſs how .it comes to paſs, that thouzh-the 
Laws are ſo good, Aſliſtances ſo great, and Mo- 
tives ſo taking, there yet are ſo many that cantinue 
In Nifobedience, _ 

Bit we muſt not make our Walk ta be the Ipju- 
ry of onr Health: Ir is a moiſt Air, and yonder 
Clonds look black upon us : An happy Night there» 


lore to my Theophilus. 
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Discourss the Fifth. 
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The Contents. 


"Hough the Generality of Men be Wicked, 
and, by occaſion of theſe Laws being 
gue, {ball ſuffer the greater Torments 
hereafter , yet it would not thereupon have 
b-en better that theſe Laws ſhould not have 
been given, The impiows folly of thoſe Men 
who are willing to flatter themſelves with 
God's being ſo much a God of Mercy as that 
he will not deſtroy them though _ walk 
contrary to bis Fas An Explication uf 
1 am the Light of the World. Why More 
cles were confined to the firſt Ages of the 
Church. That Prophecy made good, viz 
The W olf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, &, 
The great Gooanefs of God in making theſt 
Laws to reach ſo wide as the whole World, 
His zreat Wiſdom and Mercy in putting 
theſe bis Laws into Writing, and e900 
ing the frequent Reading Ss Preaching of 
them. The Reaſonableneſs that theſe Lans 
fbould endure without Abrog ation or Change 
{o long as the World ſhall tand. Thegreat 
oe os wel was of this gur Lawgrver 
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for Jo many Ages, and, 1B every reſpect, 
his anſwering of it, may prevarl much for 
Mens Obedience to his Laws, The Righte- 
onſneſs and Goodneſs of theſe Laws will ma- 
nife(t themſelves to thoſe who are ſincerely 
Obeatient. ; 


THEO HAEUS. 


HE laſt part, Ezb»lw, of your Yeſfcr- 
days Diſcourſe, occalion'd a more than 
ordinary thqughtfulneſs in .me. - Thz 
Lives of Chriſtians | reflected upon ; and 

they, almoſt every where, appeared unto me hetle 

leſs than a contradiction to the Laws of Chriſt. 

Where is not, Piety towards God neglected? - Un- 

righteouſneſs, and Deceit, towards Men, not carried 

on? Emnmity and Hatred not nouriſhd ? -Intemper 
rance and Unchaſtity not abounding ? . And how 
rare Are upright and faithful Perſons to be found ? In 
the midſt of theſe my Thoughts, I was ſtruck 

with. thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, 2 Pet. 2... 21. 

It bad been better for them #0t td bave known the way of 

Righteouſneſs, than, after they bave kyown it, to turn 

| from the Holy Commandment deliver'd unto them. And 

the not walking according to. the Laws of the Goſpel, 

however the Name of Chriſt be openly profeſ(s*d, 1 

| look upon to be a Turning from the Holy Command- 

ment. And though I ſtill acknowledg*'d ( and ſor 
| ever ſhall acknowledge,) the Divine Laws to be Ho- 
ly and Good, and the Bleſling promifed to them to 
be the higheſt expreſſion of God's Love to Mane 
kind, yer at laſt, I fell to think, whether the Wicked- 
| ED: L 4- n:/q 
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paſr, that conſidering the greater Torments they "hal 
h-yeafter ſuffer by accaſion of theſe Laws being ) Piven, 
and the Goſpel's being ReveaPd, it would wot bave 
been better, that theſe Laws hrowld not bave been groen, 
and the Goſpel not have heen ReveaPd unto Men. , 

- 1 will not juſtifie my Thought, as if it were In- 
nocent ; it ſeemed to me, and ſtill ſeems, Irregular, 
Bur, for the time, .1t-was ſo lodg'd within me, that 
I could not Oy remove it. 


neſs of the Generality of M ny bat | Lot won ib 2 To 


E U B'U - # UV F, 


F Either will I commend this; your Thin ght. But 
teſt it ſhould leave behind 1 T ſome Sormibs] in 
ou, I think theſe things may, with Innocence, be 
replyed unto it, | 
Viz. That though there are mary that refuſe cli 
great Love of our Lord in his Laws, and the Hap 


pineſs promiſed 1n the Gofpel; yer "(6m there a are 


who do entertain atid embrace the and* ;ho'al Ways 
ſhall do lo: 

When Elijah thought that He, even? He alone * 
left a true is, orſhipper of the God of Iſrael, oh re wete 
Seven Thouſand in Iſrael mw bad Net bon? | fort te 

4 'Baadl, 1 Kings, 9, 1 Our 'Law h Gb Rath 
and for ever will have, a Rok of rn. it © at 
rhough a little flock be, And better irs, hte, hs 
ſome through the Goſpel fliould be $a 1 than elat 
all without 7 ſhould Periſh. 

What Numbers there are that ſhall 'be mw there 
3s none can tel]; for the Faithful, here, in the Viſi I- 
ble Church. are, in a ſort, 1nviſi ble unto us.. But, 
They will, through the Divine Goodneſs, be gres- 


ter, than ſome ſevere ones haye been y ling to 
think them, 


With 
) 


Ty and 1 of Diſobedievis th Fhereunts.. 


With imore Charity unto Men, and mote Reve- * 
rence wmto God?s Mercy, which is over all bis WW ork: 
we may truſt that Go wil pot permit rhe Work _ 
| his own Hands. and the purchaſe of his Son's Blood; 
to be fo much deftroy d, ſince he hath aſſured us ie 
| hath no deliphtiin the Debt of a Simmer, 
| But Jeavitg the Number of Thoſe who ſhell be 
Saved unto God : and praying that he would every | 
day increaſe his | Kin dom, we nay affirm, be the 
Number whit | Thar it is better for their 
Sakes, who'obey YI Laws, that the Gof 
| hath been ReveaPd, than 2 wonld have been pet 
theirs who Diſobey them, that it ſhonld never have 
been made Ktiowh, And there is fome Reafon t6 
| think, that the Happineſs.of Holy Men in Hetven 
how few fover the ſhall be who ſhall reach there- 
nto,) will, in the whole, be preater viito Then, 
than all the Torments 6f Hell ſhall he to the 


| Dathned, How twmerous ſoever they 'are. Becauſe 
the Merits. of otir Lord hich were truly infilite,have _ 
obtain'd thi * Rnpans. , Which will he Arverabſe 


unto them ; Wwhith,'the Jy of "Men, which, Yi6ugh 
preat, tnuft rit6ds be ack? ged ef thinout” $a. 
viours FCAT » have 'Ueſe : thoſe Tofitht | 
Which ſhall 'tot de reattr Fe their Sins 'w 
But, 7heophitis, what 1 would further” re th 
your Thowphit js this; "to wit, that ſo-dear unrb 
God arehisdivn Wiſacmh and. Toftice Re WT 
and ſo mack excelling all other chingsin'the Wor; 
that the exerciſe of them through'the'L.aiys.6f the 
'Goſpel, be'the Receprin of thoſe Laws * 
Men what it will,” is better than the not revealing - 
the Goſpel would have been. - 
' Godisthe Supream Legiſlator ; *and, in'the Gol. 
pel Diſpenfation, he hath attet as it 'became Him 
who is every way 'petfett. Tf Men do nor general I 
admit of his Mercy i in ſo mach' Righteouſneſs and | 
Wiſdom 
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- Wiſdom ſhewn, it is yet good that it hath been 
ſhewn : Becauſe he hath therein truly done the pare 
of a Juſt and Gracious Lawgiver. And it is not fit 
that Mens not doing what was their Duty, ſhould 
have hindred what was, in all reſpects, ſo beſeeming 
Him. And, if for their Diſobedience to the Gol. 
' pel-Laws, they ſhall ſuffer Everlaſting Puniſhments, 
it is, yet better that thoſe Laws have been given; 
becauſe of the Glory of God's Juſtice, which is of 
infinitely more Value, than the freedom of ſuch Re. 
bellious Sinners from pains would have been. Which 
pains, albeit intenſe and endleſs they be, Theſe 
Men do fully deſerve, fince they have refuſed Hap. 
pineſs no Jeſs (if not-more,) intenſe, and altogether 
endleſs. 
It would indeed have been better for theſe Mens 
Perſons, (as they by Diſobedience to the Laws of 
Chriſt have carried it,) that the Goſpel ſhould not. 
have been made known, Not unlike as it was with 
Fuds, of whom our Lord thus pronounced, Good 
were it for that Man that he had never been Born: 
Which is all one as if he had ſaid; © Better it 
<« would have been for him that he had never been 
<« Born, than by his Traiterous Infidelity it will be, 
© from my conung into the World. .. But though it 
would have been better for their Perſons, (as the ha- 
ving no being isto be preferred before the being in 
Extremity of Torments,) yet conſidering the Whole 
of things together ; better it is that even to their 
Miſery (ſince their Miſery is thus choſen by them,) 
the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould have been Revealed, 
thanthat it ſhould not have been, The Honour of 
God's Juſtice is hereby Magnified 3 Saints and Angels, 
who rightly ſee things, will diſcern the Beauty of it, 
and praiſe God for it ; and God himſelf will have 
Infinite SatisfaCtion, from having done according to 
the Perfettion of his Nature, 7 
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- I thought It not amiſs to ſay theſe things, Thes- 
pbilus ; They will not be your Injury, though poſ.. 
| fibly not needful to be ſpoken unto you. And if 
| yowi: interpret them to. that honeſt freedom I take 
with you, you wiil do well, 
| - Theoph. "Such a Freedom I ovght much to prize, 

which” affords me Satisfaction in a matter which I 
durſt not ſuffer to riſe unto a Doubt. If it were ill 
ſuggeſted to my ſecret Thoughts, I foſter'd it not : 
And1 have the leſs reaſon to find fault with it, from 
the occaſion it bath given of my being ſatisfied by: 
you, againſt any ſuch thought for the future, - . 

It hath furniſhed me, I am ſure, with that which 
direftly-meets with the impious Folly of ſome Men, 
| (and thoſe too too many,) who are willing to flatter 
themſelves with God's being ſo much 2 God of Mercy, 
as that he will not deſtroy them, though they walk 
contrary to his Laws ; Eſteeming Men to- be more 
pleaſing to him as zhey are his Creatmrey, than dit- 

pleaſing as they are diſobedient. And hecaulſe God's 
| Mercy exceeds theirs, and they could not find in their 
Hearts to condemn others to Eternal Puniſhments; 
They 'therefore are forward to think, that how- 
ever he hath threatned, he.will not condemn: them. 
But the Glory of God*s Juſtice being , as you have 
faid; of infinitely more value with him, than the 


freedom of ſuch diſobedient ones from Pains can be ©? 


reaſonably thought to be., doth utterly daſh ſuck 
untoward Imaginations. $5, 20 JR ROW. 
Eubul. What hath been faid dath indeed appo- 
litely ſtrike at theſe Men, For though God's, Mercy 
be infinite, yet it is exerciſed with Holineſs aud Wiſe 
'dom, which are likewiſe infinite. And He, who is 
every way perfect, will never lean to-fny one of hig 
Glorious Attributes alone, ſo.as in the leaſt to for- 
iake the other, His Mercy is infinitely ſhewn in 
Accepting upon ſuch graciaus Terms Mens peop 
ns 2. Qbediencs 
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Obedience to his Laws, But if they ſhall refnfet9 
_ obey him, preferring the Pleaſures of Sin before his 
Righteous Commands; Their being his Creatures, 
and #be Work of bis Hends, will ſo little prevail with 
him, that, though they were yet further commend. 
ed, by being the immediate Off-ſpring of Abrabam, 
he would ſooner, out of the Stones of the Street, 
form Men whom he might fave, than ſhew Mergy 
unto thoſe who are ſo unworthy of i It. 

Neither do zbey rightly infer, That God?s Mercy, 
which is finitely more than theirs, will be ſbewy 
»nto them, becauſe they themſelves would be fo mer- 
Ciful to the looſer fort of Men, as to ſave them, | 
while ſuch, from the Puniſhments which are threat. 
ned, A great Indignity they offer unto the moſt 
Holy God, in thus making Him to be fuch-as Them- 
ſelyes are. His Mercy is indeed infinitely: more:than 
heirs, but yet of a Nature altogether different. 
Theirs proceeds from weakneſs, andan evil favouts 
ing of Sin'; And becauſe their love to. Righteouf, 
nef3 and Holineſs is little or! none, they would therp: 
fore effett more for wicked Men, than God, whis 
hath all Power, will do; or, if'we conſider his Jt- 
 MKice and W ifdom, more than (with Reverence-be 

it ſpoken, ) he can do. | God is not leſs mercifill 
than they, bnt more juſt; not kf pitiful, but nike 
holy 3 not- beneath them ic: Compaſſion , but! inh- 
nitely above them in Wiſdom. And therefore let 
them not deceive themſelves with vain Words and 
Thouphrs, God will.in Righteouſheſs inflict thoſe 
Puniſhments upon them, which they, through a VB 
cions Mercy, would have remitted unto others, . 

Theoph, 1 would to God fuch things as theſe wers 
truly weighed'by Men, and urged home npon their 
own Conlciences , that they might, at laſt, diſcern 
the" Fallacies' they have been willing to put upon 


themſelves, even to their everlaſting Deſtruction. 
' Emubul, W& 


PE of Diſobedience thereunto, ' 157 


 Ewabul. We now have, Theophilus, ſpoken to all 
thoſe things which from the firſt we defign?d ; and 
have found the Divine Laws to be every way excel- 
lent, whether we conſider : 

The Lawgiver ;, ( Love having been the primary 
moving Cauſe of his giving Laws unto us; and this 
his Love being highly commended from the Great- 
neſs of his Perſon.) 3 

Or, the Laws themſelves ;, (all the troubſeſom Ce- 
remonies of the Old Law being done away z and 
| thatin ſo excellent a manner; only ſuch Laws being 

enjoyn?d as have in them an intrinfick goodneſs, of 
elſe are for ends abſolutely good, and fuch-as are 
diſcernable by every one. Thoſe Moral Laws which 
were given to the Jews being by our Lord more 
fully and clearly given: And there being, fram theſe 
Laws, a fair way for the pardon of all Sins.) : 

Or laſtly, The Motives which are annexed ts theſe 
Laws for the ſecuring of Obedience; whether they 
be more Gemeral, relating to the Sacred Laws alto- 
gether, (as, their having Eternal Rewards prbmi- 
| ſed tothe Obſervance of them, and Eternal Puniſh-. 
ments threatned to Diſobedience, Their having 
| ſtronger Aſliſtances afforded for the Performance of 
| Them, than under the Old Law there were : And, 
laſt of all, their having ſuch loving Invitations, 
and affectionate Expreſlions of Kindneſs joyned with 
them,) or whether more Particalar , belonging to 
| them ſingly and apart, (as they reſpect God or Men 
in the ſeveral Relations they may ſtand in one to 

another, or as they reſpe& ourſelves.) | 
| Bur thongh, ro our Power, we have done this, 
yet much ſhort have we come of the Dignity of our 
ſubjeft, And while the Apoſtle asks the Queſtion, 
#bo is ſufficient for theſe things * We muſt acknow- 
Rdge that we are altogether inſufficient. 
But ſince a good part of our Walk is y« to come, 


"188 The 7rue Nature of the Divine Law, 
it will not be amiſs, from the whole of what: hath 
been ſaid, to make ſome Taferences not unagreeabk 

to our Subject. And this Task'I am willing ſhould 

_ be yours, Theophilus, who | knew are good at dedy- 
cing one Truth from another ; and who will do kind- 
Iy by me, if you will let me be your Auditor now, 
as you haye, moitly hitherto, been mine. 

Theaoph He is molt fit to make the Inferences who 
made the Diſcourſe. But (if it will not be unaccep.- 
. table,) 1 will endeavouralternately to follow you, if 
you will lead che way, 
Exbs/. If it muſt be fo only, and you will not 
wholly excuſe me, I will begin. 
And, Firſt, Theophilus, From the Divine Laws 
thus conlider*d, we have (if I miſtake not,) a rue 
and juſt Explication of that place of Scripture, Job, 
8.12, T am the Light of the World, be that belie- 
veth in me ſhall not walk in Darkneſs, but ſhal 
have the Light of Life. They are the Words of 
our Bleſſed Lord ; and are to be underſtood of 
Him as a Lawgiver ; ſo cleerly hath he in his own 
Perſon made 2ood thoſe Types that were of him, 
and diſpeiPd thoſe ſhadows of things to come ; io 

excellently explain*d the Moral Law, and given a 
new luſtre to it; ſo throughly ReveaPd Heavenly 
Rewards, and brought Life and Immortality to 
Light. Hence, in the Prophet Malachi, He is call'd 
the Sun of Kighteoxſneſs;, and in St, Luke he 1s term- 

ed xyara3, rendred in our Tranſlation Day-Spring 
But whether ſo, or the Eaſt, or S1-riſing, 1t cer- 
rainly isa Title of our Lord ; as having done that n 
Relation to Spirituals, and Good Practice, which 

_ the Sun doth in its Riſing, and with its Preſence, 
7/2, put to flight the Darkneſs wherewith we were 
encompaſſed. And thus the People that Lived w 
Evil PraCtices, and in Ignorance of the Divine Laws, 

are faid eo fit in Darkneſs, and inthe ſhadow of ON 

: y- ate 


; 
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Mat. 4. 16. and, from our Lords coming, are laid 
zo ſee great Light, and to have Light ſprung up unto | 
them, Which muſt neceſlarily be underſtood of his | 
inſtcuſting them; giving them Laws, and revealing 
_ unto them Eternal Rewards for the quickning their 
Obedience thereunto. | | 

And this, poſſibly, may give us ſome inſight into 
that place of Scripture alſo. Which hath been ſo 
difficult unto, and, 1n a ſort, the Torture of Inter- 
preters, 1 Per. 3.18. Chriſt being put to Death in the _ 
Fl:ſh, but quickned by the Spirit, by which alſo he 
went and Preached to the Souls in PRISON, 2. e, to 
thoſe whoſe Souls within them were, through Igno- 
rance and Evil Practice, as ix the Darkneſs of a Pri- 
fon. The Light of Nature being almolt quite ex- 
tint : To Theſe, He, through the Spirit, Preach- 
ed by the Mouth of Noah. s 

By his Laws it is therefore, and by other things 
upon their account Revealed, that Chriſt is the Light 
of the World. 

And, after the ſame manner, is God the Father ſaid 
to be Light, as having by theſe Laws, throagh Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſhewn what He Himſelf is, what he chieily 
and moſt earneſtly doth Will, Deſire, and Love ; 
inſomuch that we cannot likely be miſtaken in his 
Nature, unleſs we will be fo, either through Per- 
verſeneſs or Negligence. Tg 

Should any of thoſe Heathens, who, in Relation 
to Human Welfare, had undervaluing Opinions of 
the Deity, have read theſe Laws, with the Ineſti- 
mable Encouragements annexed unto them, they, 
when they had ſeen the greateſt Proſperity to have its 
_ allays of Trouble ; and all Men ſooner or later to 
Die, could not any longer have thought, that God, 
out of Exvy and 1! Nature, would not permit an 
unmixt Happineſs in this World; or that he wand 
keep Immortality to himſelf, as by no means ag” | 

OO, that 
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that any ſhonld be partakers gf it with him. 1t is 
bur the due conſidering theſe Sacred Precepts, as 
they proceed from our Lords Deng lven into the \ 
World, and God cannot hut be con FA d by us to be 
(as under the Goſpel he ſtyles himſelf, 3 icy and 
with the cleareſt Light all the perfettions of Gaqd- 
neſs and Mercy will be diſcerned in him. 

 Thbeoph, Hence alſo wewmnay (as I think,) not uptruly 
gather the 7 by why Miracles. by which theſe Laws 

| were celtabliſlhed, were conflyed to the firſt Ages of the 
Cherch. $0 great isthe PerfeCtion, and Excellency 
of ChriſPs Laws, that now they Are known they do 
not need ſuch props to ſuſtain them. They as 
inward Beauty enough to recommend them; and 
they carry (as I may ſo ſpeak,) Marks in their | 
own Foreheads to Teſtifie their Truth and Per- 
fecion. 

Miracles, at the firſt, were indeed neceſllary i# 


reſpedt of Thoſe who ſpread the Goſpel ;, ;PO0 n the ac. 
R 


count that they were to Combare with all eligions 
in the World ; and ſo, were to be aided with a TD 
monſtratioa of the Spirit : 4. e, witha Power of works 
ing Miracles; by which they TIAL be encouraged to 
Carry on a work of ſo great difhiculty, 

And then, in reſpe@ of Others all. to whom this 
Goſpel was Preached, Miracles were neceſſary : 
To ſhew that this Goſpel was Divine; and not to 
be meanly thought of becauſe it was Ne ew, and diffe- 
rent from "the Religionsthey had been uſed unto. 

But now, there having been Time and Leiſi ee for 
it to be known, from ite Goodneſs, and the: ] Fogg 
of the Holy Spirit, which always, though invul 
attends it, it will ſtand in the World: And, content 
with the F: ame of Old Miracles, it, withoutthe help 

_ of News ones, will conſtitute ſuch 2 Churgh, 4 that 
the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, Neither 
will it, in hamble and well tewper'd Hearts and 

Aﬀections; 
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Aﬀections,; have a lefs eafie entrance, or a leſs ſin- 
cere entertainment now, from its Pareneſs and- Ex- 
cellence, than at figſt it had when mighty Signs and 
Wonders rhade way forit, ,  _ | 
 Ewubul. And may we not alſo: hence infer, that 
Prophecy to be made good, which faid, The Wolf 
| ſball dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lie 
down with the Kid, and the Calf and the young Lyon,. 
and the Fatling together 2 In ſo much Righteouſneſs, 
Gocdneſs, and Wiſdom, are theſe Laws of Jeſus 
Chriſt made, that the Tempers and Diſpoſitions of - 
Men which are differehit as the Wolf and the Lamb, 
the Leopard and the Kid, the Calf and young Lyon, 
ſhall, if they will lincerely ſbmit themſelves to the 
| Scepter of Chriſt, be united and reconciled. 
He that is Proud and Lofty, ſhall be taught tobe 
Mcek and Lowly. He that breathes nothing but 
Hatred and Enmity, ſhall be infructed to love all 
Men, yea, even his Enemies ; and this upon a moſt 
rational and excellent account. He that is hard- 
| hearted and: covetous, and would not abſtain from 
enriching himſelf, though it were by the Tears of 
the Orphans and Widows, ſhall be learnt to pray 
for the Welfare of others, to rejoyce in the Bleſlings 
waich-God beſtows upon them, and freely to part 
| with his own for the relief of his poor Brethren. 
| All ſweetneſs of Nature, all love and ſincere Aﬀecti- 
on, will theſe Laws of our Lord inſffil into, and 
nouriſh'in the Breaſts of Men, unlels they refrafto- 
rily ſhall ſtand out againſt their own Happineſs, 
And if they do, the fault ſhall be in themſelves ; 
tor there 1s no defect in theſe Sacred Laws, why 
they ſhould not obtain their bleſſed End, - The 
only require of Men, to at as Men of Uinderſtand- 
10g Souls ſhould do ; and, without any Force offer= 
ed, do leave them the uſe of their Reaſon, and a 
Ireedom of choice, And if they ſhall refuſe Obe- 
| M  glence@ 
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162 The True Natnre of the Divine Law, 
dience to the Laws of Chriſt, the blame is their 
own : But thoſe his Laws muſt be acknowledged to 
be throughly fitred' for the making every Mowntain 
and Hill low, the Crooked trait, and the rough places 
plain; i, e. to render the haughty , the perverſe, 
the i-natured, compliant unto Peace; and the 
pooreſt Perſons not too low to have a tender re-. 
ſpect and love ſhewed unto them. 
 Theoph. And bence alſo, Exbulus, we fee the great 
Goodneſs of Got, in making theſe hs Laws to reach ſq 
wide; there not being any part of the World to 
which they do'not belong. . 
> Tt is not now one Nation alone, that hath the 
Priviledge of theſe Laws beyond others. Neither 
iS any Ammonite or Moabite forbid to enter the Con- 
.gregation of the Lord till the temth Generation, The 
extent of theſe Laws is correſpondent to the good- 
neſs of them; and*hey may be truly called the Ring- 
dom of Heaven ;, not only becauſe from their Righ- 
teoulneſs and Purity they are a Lively Imaye of that 
Kingdom, which we believe to be i» Heavex; but alfo 
becauſe as far as Heaven reacheth, they alſo reach; 
And thus the Kinydom of Heaven is explain*d by 
fome;, Matth.3. and ſome other places of Holy Writ, 
The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand; i. e, Thoſe 
_ Laws, and that Government are approaching, which 
ſrafl ſpread themſelves as far and' wide as Heaven. 
Anfwerable to that of Daxie!, Chap.7.27. The 
Kingdom, and Dominion, and the Greatneſs of the King: 
dom under the whole Heaven, ſhall be given unto tht 
Saints, 

And herein confiſteth the great note of Diſtind- 
on hetwixt the Aofaick and Evangelical Diſpenſa- 
tion. - Under the former, the Land of Canaan mull 
be repair?d unto by thoſe few, of other Lands, who 
were willing to know and do Gods Will : Undet 
the later, the Divine Law doth itſelf, (as it pes 

- rave 
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and off Diſobedience therewnto, * 163 


Travel throughont the World';, and cometh even hams 
unto thyſe axany that are moſt remote; inveſting them 


with Priviſedges greater than Theits, who' ence 
were Mg ea all the Nations of the Earth. 

The Infnite Goodneſs of God, this is, thuszo give 
the Heathen t9 be his Sons Inberitance, and the urter- 
maſt parts of the Earth to be bu Dominion. AFayqur, 
Eubulws, highly to be prized by us, who are not to 
forget what Iarge Bounds the Devil had gotten-in 
our Gentile Warld. How Wickedneſ not fit to be _ 
divulged,was,in many Temples,the very Eſſentials of 
the Sacred Rites: And how, from the Examples of ! 
their Gods, the Votaries could infer a Liberty for * 
the vileſt Praftjce. Ego bomuncio boc nox facerem ? 
\ Ter, Eungch. So that it Is no wonder, that Impadence 
was by ſome of themreckoned one of their Deities, 
and had Divine Worſhip paid to it. 

And though indeed Chriſt*s Flock in Scripture be 


called 4 little Flack, yet that, poſſibly, might have an 
immediate Relation unto the Number of the Diſci- 


e 
: 


ples, who 2hez were, and were but few al not to 


thoſe, who, in great Multitudes, were to be added 
to the Church afterwards. We read of Thouſands in 
a ſhart time won oyer to the Church, and ſubmutring 
to theſe Laws. And Rev. 7. 4. we ate told, that 
there was a great M{ultitude in Heaven, which xo Man 
could number of all Nations and Kindreds, and People, 
and Tongues, flanding before the Throne and the Lamb, 

But if Chriſt*s Flock be little, (as too {ure It 1s,) 
in Comparifon of the.reſt of Mankind, who by rea- 
ſon of Infidelity, Profaneneſs, Hppocriſie, and other 
corrupt Practices, - have little Relation unto Chriſt ; 
it is not becauſe theſe Laws do zot extend unto Thems 
but becauſe They refuſe them. 

The Goodneſs of God is not the leſs for not being 
entertain'd by the Generality of Men, Were it 
with an Impartial Eye look?d upon, it might excite 

M 2 the 
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164 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 
the Praiſes of all Men, That now every. Nation is in 
the ſight of God of equal account with the Land of 
Pee Every City, that will troly own and obey 
Is Laws, is eſteer?d no leſs than Feruſalem; and 
. every Temple, where true Devotion 1s offered: up, 
where the Laws of Chriſt are un-corruptly declared, 
and his Sacraments duly Adminiſtred, as highly va- 
ranged him as the Gates of Sion, and the Temple 
there. | 
And as he reſpets not One Nation before ano. 
ther, ſo neither is He, a reſpeder of Perſons. The 
Poor Man ſhall not be deſpiſed becauſe he 1s Poor, 
but ſhall have his Obedience kindly accepted, and 
fully Rewarded. Neither ſhall the Rich be Envy?d 
or Rejected, becauſe he is Rich ; but fhall find onr 
{ord Faithful and Juſt in the Valuing and Recom- 
- Penling the Obſervance of his Laws. 
So that we may ſay with David, (poſlibly in a 
Jarger Senſe than he meant of Lands, Nations, and 
People, which in Holy Writ are often limited to. 
* the Tribes and Families of the Jews; the Regions 
, and Cities of Paleſtixe,) O be jryfal in the Lord all 
ye Lands, ſerve the Lord with Gladneſr, and come be- 
fore bis preſence with a Song. Let the People Praiſe thee, 
O God, yea, let all the People Praiſe thee; For, ha- 
vIng given ſuch Excellent Laws to all People, thox 
wilt judge the folk righteouſly;, and, with thy eſpecial 
favour, govern all the Nations upon Earth. Hear ye 
all ye People, give Ear all ye Inbab:tants of the World, + 
both Low and High, Rich and Poor, one with another ; 
the Goodneſs of God is the ſame to you all, in theſe 
his Holy Laws; Praiſe him therefore and Magnifie him 
for ever. | 
 Exmbul. Aud bave we not alſo from hence, The- 
epnilus, an inſtance of Gods Wiſdom and Mercy, in put- 
ting theſe by Laws into Writing ; and enjoyning the 
frequent Reading and Preaching of them 2. ED 
: Py 
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. and of .Diſobedience thereunto. 16g * 


What are for all the World, anddo belongto all 
Nations how diſtant ſvever, could not ſo conveni- 
ently have been diſperſed for the good of all, had. - 
they been confined to ſome Mens Breaſts 'oply. 
Whereas now, in their being written, they..can the 
more eaſily and punCtually be known. . And from 
their eng tranſlated into all Lan gOages, and ſpeak- 

ing in thoſe Languages the ſame thing, God 1s plea» = 
ſed happily ta reverſe the Confuſion of T« ongues. at A 
Babel. 

Had Bey been left merely to an Oral Tradition, 
we, by realon of the Paſſions, Prejudices, Intereſts, 
and (to ſay the beſt) the weakneſs of the Memo- 
ries of Men, ſhould have had little ſecurity fo®their 
being preſerved uncorcupt; if yet they would have 
been preſeryed at all. 

The Inſtance is fad, (but not impertinent to be 
mention'd,) how by this Traditional way, the Know- 
ledge of God and his Laws were, in not many Hun- 
dred Years after the Flood, in effect, wholly loſt; 
not retrieyeable but by new. Revelations, and. the 
Conſtituting, as it were, a new. Eccleſiaſtick State 
in Abraham and his Poſterity ; to which, for a not 
unlike Reaſon, he afterwards ſaw it requiſi ite to 
write his Laws i in the Mount. _ 

Beſides, how would they have eſcaped amidſt- the 
Enthuſiaſ ms of many, who pretend unto fairer Re- 
velations than any of theſe Written Laws ? Which 
ſhews the great Wiſdom of God in committing theſe 
his Laws unto Writing 3 and may alſo.ſhew Us, that » 
no Laws, which are not Written, are to be account- : 
cd His, how Divine ſoever they may be pretended. 
For why, theſe ſhould be put in Writing for the 
ſecuring them from the corrupt Paſſions, and perſo- 
nal Weakneſlesof Men; andothers, of no leſs Au- 
thority and Concern (asis pretended.) than Theſe, 
!nould be left, merely to the Breaſts and Topgues ot © 
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166 The True Nature of the-Divine Law, 
ſone'Men, who are of like Paſſions atid Deficiencies 
<5iy others, 1 muſt confels, Theyphilus, 1 wiiter- 
ad not. | ys 
Nor is Gods Mercy lefs ſhewn thanhis Wiſdom ; 
in that.now, we are not to go we know not whi. 
ther, to ſeek: the Will 'of God, 'that'we may obey 
it; but have his Laws near ns, and at hand, mn eve-. 
Ty place. As God faid to the Tſractites, Dent.30, 
33. ſo may it now be faid to all Men : Theſe Laws 
are not bidden from thee, neither are they far off. They 
are tt in Heaven, that thou ſhouldjt fay, Who ſhall 
go up for us into Heaven, and bring them unto w, that 
we inay bear them, a»1d ao them 7 Neither 'are they 
beyond the Sea , that thou ſhouldft fay, 'Who ſMall go 
over the Sea- for us, -aMtd bring them unto 'us, that we 
may bear them, and do them ? Bat thty are nigh uu- 
#o thee, inthy Mouth, and in thy Heart , that'thou 
mayſt do them, Nigh they are, and 'notia Family 
but may have them always lie open to their view; 
not, a particular. Per ot but may. have [them as a 
'Freafbre in his Chamber or Cloſer. | 
"Neither doth God only take care that theſe his 
Laws ſhould be made known by being Written ;, bat he 
hath allocommanded that they being Written ſhould 
be Preach:d. For thoſe Precepts, ' Preach the Word, 
be Init at in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, Reprove, Rebuke, 
' Exbort with all long-Suffering 'and Dofdrine , are not 
_ Temporary ones, given to Timothy, and, in Him, 
'to' cezſe; bur ſich as are to be prattifed by 'Mi- 
Nniſters to the end of the World, They muſt not 
be nepglizent to pnt Men always in Remembrance of 
theſe Laws, though they be already known ; but 
{till Lene muſt be upon Line, and Precept upon Pre- 
cept ;, bere alittle, and there a little. | 
A very great Mercy of God It is, Theophilus, that 
he will have his Laws; though they be wraten, to 
be yet thus frequently Preach'd, that none may Pee 
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though his Laws be Preached, he yet -hath. cau- 

ſed them to: be writtes, putting them us the: Hands 

of every Chriſtian ; Thor, in caſe Falſe Teachers 

ſhould elle a as tis foretold there will ,) we may 
have wherewithal to diſcover and diſprove them. 

And truly, the having the Holy Scriptares.in their 

Hand and: - ade is a Priviledge that one would wan- 


| der any ſhould endeavour to take away from+the 


People, ſince-it always, by the,Bounty of God, .be- 


long'd unto: them. Under the Old Teſtament, the 


Divine Laws were:to:be:boun# upon the Hauds of the 
People, nd to be, as it were, Froxtlets between their |: 
Eyes; tobe written alſo an the Poſts of :their Houſes, | 
and on their Gates ;; ſo far were :they\from being with- 
held. Under the New Teſtament » we find that 


the Writings of the Evangeliſts were not compoſed 
for the uſe of the {Apoſtles only , but for .every 


Chriſtian alfo, in, particular : As may, in good ſorr, 
be ſeen by our 'Saviour's Serman-in the Mount ; 

which was not. ſpoken to the :Diſciples as Mini- 
ſters, but as private Chriſtians. For, at.his Preach- * 
Ing it, there:-were no Apoſtles; they not being made, 
nor ſent, till afterwards. We findalſo, that allthe ; 
Epiſtles ( excepting thoſe only to particular. Per- 4 
ſons, are written ;to the Holy Brethren; ' To tbe 
Churches of :Gad that are ſanfified in Teſis Chriſt ; 
And to all that call #pon the Name of the Lord fe- 


ſas. 


And hereupon we may diſcern, (as 1in.a late Book 
hath been «well. diſcourſed, ) that the Holy Scrip- 
tures are, as It were, a Truft committed to every 3 
Chriſtian ; and he is to.be fo trze to his charge, as 
by no means to part. with 1t; Yea, theſe Sacred } 
Writings are our.Lord*'s ll and Teſtament : > by 
which a Man becomes an. Heir, through Joon Chriſt, 
And if ſo, then.ZHe:that is Heir of anEitate, hath, 

M 4 frets, 
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ſurely, no leſs right to the Conveyances that niaks 

_ over the Eſtate, than he hath to the Eſtate.itſeIf. 
And therefore, if in common Eſtates upon Earth, 
it will be every Man's Prudence to ſecure to himſelf 
the Deeds upon which the Eſtates depend : In this 
Heavenly Inheritance, it will be every Mans not 
Prudence only, but Duty to preſerve to himſelf the 
Writings that conveigh it. The reaſon 1s, becauſe, 
though a Man may, without blame, ſomtimes part 
with an Inheritance on Earth, yet with That, in 
Heaven, he cannot, without the Imputation of Folly 
and Wickedneſs : andeven the expoling gf his own 
Soul to Sale and Servitude. 

The Pleadings of ſome Men, viz. © That the per- 
#* mitting the Scriptures to be in the Hands of the 
**common People, is the cauſe of Schiſms and He- 
<*reſies, would have more weight with it, if, in the 
Ages moſt fruitful of Schiſms and Hereſi ies, the; 
Learned had not had therein as great a ſhare as | 
(not to ſay a greater than,) any others : ;  and;- if, 
where the Vulgar have, of late, in this matter, 
ſeem*d moſt gnilty, we 'had not too much reaſon 

_ to believe, That even Thoſe, who moſt complain 
of them, have by their ſecret Emiſſaries, ſeduced 
them, on purpoſe, into Errors, and divided them 
Intro Parties; when otherwiſe they would have walk- 
}d inſtraiter Paths, and been more at Unity amongſt | 
themſelves, 

But though there hath been; by ſome, an ill uſe 
made of the Scriptures, yet God, to whom Theſe 
Things lohg before were not hid, thought them not 
reaſon enough for hindring the W riting of his Will; 
or for the withholding it, when written, from the 

Hands of any. * And his Goodneſs and Wiſdom is 
herein manifeſted, in rhat the ll effetis which 
would have proceeded from the not writing his 
PRI A ar the ay Fee tothe Eycot the oak! 
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would, in all probability, have been far. more and 
-reater, than' from the contrary : And the good ef- 
feats of their being written, allow*d to the uſe. 
of all Men, are, by the bleſſing of God, munch 
greater than the bad Conſequences now are, 


Theoph. Inferr'd alſo may be the Reaſonableneſs ' 
that theſe Laws ſhould endure, without Abrogation or 
| Change, ſs long as the World ſhall ſtand. , 
The Goſpel is called, *Eveſwarr aiurey , The 
Everlaſting Goſpel, Rev. 14. 6. Such as never ſhall 
ceaſe, nor be, as to the Laws of it, in any caſe Re- 
peal'd. And upoa this account it is, that the Time 
from our Lord's Aſcenſion, to the End of the 
World, or his Coming to Judgment, is called the 
| Laſt Days in Holy Writ. A great many years, 1n- 
deed, have paſſed ſince theſe Laws were given by 
| our Lord ; and a greet many more poſſibly may paſs, 
before the Diſſolution of the World ſhall be ; but 
yet theſe are the Laſt Days ; becauſe we are not to 
expect another Diſpenſion, nor another Lawgivyer : 
For it is He that will be with us (in his Laws, and 
by his Spirit,) «to the End of the World,” © + © 
Better Laws cannot be given, None can Ima- - 
eine how there ſhould be any Other more ſutable to 
Infinite Holineſs, Juſtice, and Goodneſsin Him that 
gives them, or more agreeable to the Nature and 
Soul of Men to whom they are given, And ©, if 
tne Goſpel, wherein theſe Laws are, be called Ever- 
laſting ; if the Time that ſhall be to the End of the 
| World, together with that which hath already been 
 lince theſe Laws were given, hath: the Appellation of 
the Laſt Days, upon the account that a further De- 
Claration of God's Will is not to be expected; we, 
from our foregoing Diſcourſe , may ealily perceive 
Coat abundant Reaſon there is, why it ſo ſhould be, 


_ &gnl 
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Andwhofoever they be;that ſhall make the/Breach 
of any of the:Divine Laws either to be zone, or 1 
Jeſs fault nors, than in former Ages it was, under 1 
Prevence that.our Natrre groweth weakgr every Da 
tban other, and muſt therefore have its Allowances in 
Diſobedience, (for fo they ſeem too plainly to affirn 
awho ſay, :Hodie \profgrnicatione neminem eſſe deponey. 
dum , quia fragiliora ſunt noftra Corpora quem olin 
exant, \Diſtin&t $2-in Gloſs.) do fouly reflect upon 
our 'Lawgivers perpetual inſtitution; and make thoſ 
Sacred'Precepts, which ſhould govers: the evil Incl. 
nations of Men, to be, in efteCt, over-ruled by them; 
wwhich 1s a thing ſo extreamly il}, that the World 
-mulſt be weak indeed, when itis not odious to a Re- 
higious:Ear. 
Ewbxl. Your Inferences, Theophilus, are Right; 
.and 'I- cannot, at preſent, think of another ;' :But 
_ mult not hinder your further going on with 
Rem, 
Theoph. 1: have done what'I promiſed ; followuny 
:CvELy ene of : yours with-another, But if you haye 
made-an end, your ceaſing is my excuſe; andma 
-well beſo. = L- 
*Eabal. Fo draw:then to a: Concluſion of this our 
'SubjeAt. Thopeinthe Conſideration of the Divine 
[Laws; we have [not exceeded the: bounds of out 
:Duty ;by inquiring-further than we ought to do. 
* 'Theoph. I think, I juſtly may abſolveyou fromany 
:fuch-fault,' now committed. For though it be a fault 
- Over=Curioully to pry into the Laws of our Lord, 3 
if all the Reaſons of them were to be underſtood by 
-usz andthough, where we do not underſtand many 
.things inRelation to:them, we are to acquielce, Dj 
perſuading ourſelves, that they are, in every reſpett, 
. Holy. and:Juft ; :yet where the reaſons of them Ui 
open to view, or, atleaſt, by an Humble and Devyolr 


tearch into them, may eaſily be found out, there : 
Fo] HP wull 
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will be well-becommg us, and no than Duty, 
to look into them : That the Ejccellences of then) 


bay be difcertvd by is; aad that ourkovevf. them, 
and Gods Glory from them, | be the-moxe "rai 
{*d and rhapnified. And deed, 


d 1 have perceived nothing bat what K-96 
Wworas 

able to ſo humble a ſearch, -and {o pious.awend. 
And I acknowledge myſelf asmnch eltied thereby, 


{o likewiſe much"obliged 'toyou, 


Erbul. The Deſign of our: Difconrſe hath been 


good : And thit., [I truſt, will caſt a Vail opon 
what Defe&tgſ6ever tnay have been -in-it. : And:ifit 
'hath adminiftted to-your Satisfattion, or, in'the/A- 


poſte?s words, 'but fiirr'dinp your pure Mind 'by way 
of Remembrance, 1' hall account its doing Ng to be 
fufficiently ty Reward, F 290 

A food Woerk-it would be, "27 heop los, If; upon 
occaſion, we'conldprevail:abroad:tor a dro-Meem 
and love of theſe ſacred Laws. 

Men are apt 'to think, Candi forties thejma ay 
think right) that; in reation:to"the' Cominands-ef 
Maſters Sn Governets,'they cold do bettevithan 
what they afecenfoynditodo : -And-yet, notwith- 


ſtanding, ey wi yield 'Obediefice, oe f logic 


but reaſonable; "That not always- what is 

what beſt pleaſerh: thoſe-who'are 'in Power,is to 

be done. But ' better *they-cannot do# than that 

which the Eaws of our'Lord require, His'Will 
never ſtands in'Oppeſition-towhat is, in icfelf,  re- 
ally beſt; becauſe he 1s pleaſed with nothing bat 
that which is holy, jaſt, and good. Which'ſure 


| May create @ very great catisfaction'in us, whillt'we 


lubmic to: his Laws ; 'and may r render'thoſe ts Laws 
of very high account with'us, _ 
Bur yer, for all this, his Laws,' and' Himſelf too, 


 Aremuch ciſeſteem'd 3 -and the: mean regard which 


Fey generally find, hath-made me* *with ſorrow-to 
T - think 
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think upon thoſe Words of Arrian's Epilletws ; To. 
ml we ited. x; \Pouts, Ofc. Men, faith he, hawy 
built: Altars and Temples to Triptolemus, who ſhew'{ 
them the way of Agriculture ,, m9 5 tw d>ivuay (v. 
earn, &; quriczrm, &c. Butto Him who finds out, au( 
gives Light to the Truth of Things ;, direling Men ng 
merely to preſerve Life, but to Live well, and as My 
ought to do, Who of you all Dedicates a Temple to hy 
Honour, or ſo mnch as thanks God upon bis Account ? 

All this cannot, I confeſs, be ſaid, with relation 
to out Lawgiver. Temples are built unto him, and 
Praifes are oftered nnto God who ſent him into the 
World. But are they not, with a great many, 4 
an outward ſhew, rather than the Expreſſions of in- 
ward : Devotion, - and unfeigned . Thankfulneſs? 
While they obey not the Laws of Him whom thy 
thus celebrate; and (to uſe our Lord's own words, 
do draw near wnto him with their Lips, when tht 

_ Heart u far from him, _ 

Moſt Men are willing to have eur Lord their Prief 
to Attone for their Sins, and for Novelty and Enter- 
tainment, they can be content to have him their Pr- 
phet too. But as a King and Lawgiver they care nd 
tor him 3 and are backward to ſubmit to his Sfeptet 

and Laws. Yet ſurely his Scepter. 73s a Righteal 
Scepter ;, and bis Commands not grievous ;, Þut 1uch 8 
2re fitted to Human Nature, and its Intereſts in this 

_ World; that the Man may ſeem unwilling to be 
Happy, either here or hereafter, who refuſeth Obe- 
dlence unto them, 

It was a true word of the People concerning out 
Lord, That never Man ſpake as be ſpake. His Word! 
were with Authority, bringing a Convincingneſs along 
with them. And ſhall Men now be deaf to them! 
Frequently did our Saviour uſe that Exhortation, i 

(ſhall I call it?) or Command, or both, He that hatb 


Ears 10 hear, let bim bear. As much as to fay, p 
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and of Diſobedience thereunto. 153 
ſo great importance are the things I declare unto 
\{Myou, that if ever a more than ordinary Attention 
was requiſite, now it is, Well it were, if it could 
not be ſaid of Multitudes, That there is @ Price put 
into their Hands, and they have no Heart to it. © 

Theoph. ' Let me add, Exbwulus, that the great ex- 
pectation which was of this our Lawgiver, and his 
Laws, may prevail much for Mens: Obedience to 
them. Towards Him the Faces'of the Jews, even 
from Moſes's time, and upwards, were bent: The 
coming of Shiloh was earneſtly waited for: And He, 
after ſo many Pxopbecies made: of him, had the. 
Name of 5 i&4ul@>, and ipyalu© Pameds, Him 
that Cometh, or the Coming King, as is very irequent-. 
ly to be ſeen 1n the Evangeliſts. - . - — 

And when the Apes paſt were {0 intent upon his 
Coming ; when there were ſo many Types and Pre-- 
dictions of him, which, under his Goyernment, be- 
tokened the greateſt Happineſs unto Men , ſhall 
Men, #ow He is come, eſteem meanly of Him and 
his Laws ? And this, when to thoſe, who will im- 
partially weigh and conſider things, He 1s not a jot 
k(s worthy than all the Expectations of a great Peo- 
ple, for many more than a thouſand Years, and thoſe 
many Figures and Prophecies of him, imported hin 
to be? Yea, when He is excellent beyond the Con- 
ceptions of Men; Angels themſelves defiring with Re- 
e. (W2*renice to look into theſe things? When allo Al] Men 
are no leſs concern'd in Him »ow, than the ewes 
formerly were 2 How ill will it look, aiter all this, 
if Men ſhall ſlight his Perſon, and refuſe Obedience 
to his Laws; which if a Man obſerve, he ſhall zot 
12 My live in them, but live happily to all Eternity? 
nM Enbul. Your Perſuaſive for Reverence and. Ho- 
7927 to the Perſon of our Lawgiver, and for Sub- 
miſion and Obedience to his Laws, is very ſtrong, 
Yet, methinks, I would not more urge for an Ob- 
—- lervance 
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ſervance of, than for ag hearty Love unto, thoſe 
his Laws. Though truly, where there is a faithfal 
Obſervance, thexe will be: a true Loye of them al, 
ſo. Their Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs will pre- 
ſently manifeſt themſelves to thoſe wha are Canſci. 
onably Obedient, And, as our Lord faith, Wiſtm 
5s juſtified of her Children > fo theſe Laws, which 
may, in reality, be termed MHiſJos, as proceeding 
from Hum, who is Wiſdom itſelf, will juſtifie their 
own Exeelleneios to the Thoughts of thoſe who oh. 
_ ſerve them; and by Them will be vindicated againſ 
all Gainſayers and Diſobedient Ones. 

I will end all with this Prayer ; That God by ſhed. 
ding abroad his Love into our Hearts, would encreaſe 
our Love daily more aud more tq buy Lows: That mw 
may cheerfally obey Him in this World, aud be ever- 
lefting rewarded by Him in the next. 
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The Contents. 


TOs a few think themſelves ſernre in their 
aFings, if they can ſhew that ſome good 
Mez in Holy Writ, or ſome. welt accommed 
of ſince, have done the like. Examples of 
Good Mer to be imitated no further than 
they have the Laws of Chriſt for their Rule 
and Warrant. They can of themſelves lay 
0 Obligation upon us, The Holy Mex we 
read of in pu 14 were not ſent into the 
World to be a Ruleto all Others inthe Things 
they atted. The Uncertainty of Examples 
very great. . Their Inſufficiency. None of 
the Attions of our Bleſſed Lord, from his 
| Example merely, and without a Law, aid 
lay any Obligation upon ns to Initate them. 
The Laws of Chriſt reach to all Moral 
AGions, No Examples of Goodneſs beyond 
what i included in thoſe Laws. Inferences 
concerning the Examples in Holy Writ. Is 
thoſe things where the Law of God i Silent, 
Prudence is to be our Guide. Examples, 
though of themſelves they lay no Oblipati- 
on upon ts, are yet of uſe. Thoſe mhich 


bear 
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bear the Image of the Laws of Chriſt, are 
given us for Incentives and Encourage. 
ments of our Obedience. When Divine 
Lews are ton'd as to their Senſe, 
Examples, upon occaſion, may be Interpre. 
tatzons of them. By Examples we may be if 
inſtrutted to do our Duties in a decent, and 
becoming way. Decency allded unto Since- 
rity may make its reward the greater. Ex- 
amples are Regiftred in Holy Scripture for 
the Honour of thoſe, whoſe they were. Our 
Condition the more ſure, than it would hat 
been, if we had had none in whoſe Steps we 
might tread. By comparing Examples with 
our Rule, we ſhall quickly find whether thy 


will hold Good for our Praitice or ns. 


THEOPHILVS. 


OU have finiſhed, Exubulxs, what you in- 
tended concerning the Divine Laws. But, 
I hope, you have not therein put an end 
| to Diſcourſes of a Like Nature, Reiigious | 
_ and Sacred. So much have you won upon me by 
your Five laſt, that,” ſhonld you be willing to reſt, | 
would crave leave (for this once at leaſt,) to excite 
you forwards. Or, ſ{nould you enter upon new : 
matter that ſtandeth at any diſtance from Religion, 
how lngenious ſoever it might be, I would preſume 
to ſtop your Courle. 


EUBULVUS:.. 
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Lthongh the things chat {ty tpay be ad- 
A mninificed: uito by things which ay arts Na- 
ture, are not ſo; an@even by Lowet Qbjects may 
afford Recruits toa Mind long engaged in” Diyin 
Speculations ; yet ſince you areſo much taken with 
Theſe as to account them your Refreſhments as well 
as Buſineſs, your ſo good Inclinations 1 will no Way 
ſtint. 

Theoph, And why, Exbulus ſhould hnotChriſtians | 
(eſpecially thoſe that haye'Titng and Leifure,) of- 
ten make Religion, and the ; great Concetns there- 
of, to be the matter of their Diſcoutſe, as well 4s 
Plata, and Ce: icero,, .and' lame others, wade the Wy 
mortality of the Soul ; the Contempt of De: 
bearing of Troubles bravely , and other things 
unlike theſe, 40. be the Sub; ject of theirs ? ieſe 
things were, 1 may ſay, cheir Diyinity ; and though 
their Reafonings were in the,dark, and ehegves 
uncertain amidlt their Diſquiſitions, yet they elſteem- 
ed them to be the chief {Ms S that made the Life 
of Man happy. 1 ſee not hs it ſhould be 6ther- 
wiſe with us 3 - who have greater Afſhrances ofthe 
Truth of our Divinity 3 and, as £6 our Welfateand 
Happinefb, are therein not lefs, Hut more, conce 
than they were. 

_ Eubul, 1 would think that maily there are, who 
are more frequent and fervent iti. "the thoughts of 
theſe things, than you ſeem to think they are, But 
Chriſtianity being that which chiefly inſtruQts the 
Heart; and which, for the better excluding of Hy- 
pocrilie and Vain-glory, doth contain Preceptsthat 
an ſome Acts enjoyn ſecteſie 3 therefore, I ſup- 
pole, a great many. willing rather in reality to be, 
than 20 appear , Religious, .are not {o forward. to 
talk of the thivgs, which yet they truly love. 
N TR 3 
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Theoph. T will. not be againſt any Interpretation 
that carries Charity towards other Men, I yet may 
| be allow?d to:fear, that to ſome, their Religion is 
the leſs confirm'd in their thogghts, from their con- 
Rant avoiding, in their words, any thing that tend- 
eth thereunto, Not to ſay that ſome, by ſhunning 
one Rock, have ſplit upon another ; putting on too. 
much the Guiſe of Profaneneſs, while they have 
abandon'd the Garb of Hypocriſie. | 
But you and1 ſhall not, between ourſelves, be 
ſuſpected of any ſuch Vanity ; and, being thus in 
private, are free from the Cenſures of others alſo, 
_ if we bend our Talk towards ſacred Things. 

I therefore requeſt of you, that, in perfuance of 
your former Diſcourſes, you would confider the Ex- 
amples of Pious Men Regiftred in Holy Scriptures; 
which are eſteem?d by many of little leſs force than 
_ the Divine Laws; . and, ranked with them,” are 
made, in part, the Rule of our Actions. 

_ Eubul. 1 ſhall the more willingly yield unto this 
your Requeſt, becauſe too much is attributed to the 
Examples of others. And not a few are they, who. 
think themſelves ſecure in their Atings, if they can 
ſhew that ſome good Men in Holy Writ, or ſome 
well accounted of ſince, have done the like. 
 "Theoph. Truly, Enbulw, 1 have myſelf taken no-. 
tice, that ſome things, which, look'd upon in them- 
Jclves, would be acknowledged not to be right, yet 
conſidered as done by ſuch and fach Perſons, ( as 
if their doing them had put a new Nature into them,) 
will be well thought of; and often, without any 
icruple at all, will be imitated, 

_  Ewbul. And hence 1t 1s, that a great many are un- 
certainly good; and more are, too ſurely, evil 1 

their practice. . . = 
© Theoph, How far then, Eubulus, may the Examples 
of good Men be imitated by us? 2 


 Eubul, E'en 
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 Eubnl. E'en no farther, Theophilus, than they 
have the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt for their Rule and War. 
rat. Which will be manifeſt to any one who will 
impartially conſider theſe two things; 


1. That Examples, as of themſelves ,, can lay no 
Obligation upon uw, _ 

2. That the PerfeGicn of. the Laws of Chriſt is ſo 
great, that they reach to all Moral Afions, and even to 
the Thoughts of onr Hearts. 1 |} 


| Theoph, } will be very attentive to yon 3 and 1 _ 
hope you expect not my further Intreaties for your 
progreſs, TO .. . 
Eubul. Firſt then, That Examples; as of themſelves, 

can lay to Obligation upon 1s, And this in a twofold , 
reſpect; From want of Authority in the Perſons part- 

| ly; and partly from the uttcertainty and inſufficiency of 
their Example. 


From 4 want bf Authority is the Perſons, firſt. 


The Holy Men we read of in Stripture, were not 
ſent into the World to be aLaw to all others in the 
.things they acted. If we look upon the Patriarchs, 
together with the Prophets, what was there in them 
that might ſhew, that every thing they did was to 
be a Rule to the whole Nation of the Jews they, and 
to all Mankind afterwards ? They had indeed Au- 
thority enough for the engaging Obedience to what 
they ſaid. Moſes received from God the Laws which 
he gave : And his delivering them with theſe words, 

God ſpake, or, Thus ſaith the Lord, or ſome fuch Iike 
_ form, and confirming the truth of them alſo by Mi- 
racles, was Argument ſufficient for their being ob- 
ſerved. And the Holy Prophets, carrying Teſti- 
tony. of their being divinely inſpired, might claint 
2 . "XN 2 AttEntion 
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whatever related to ne. 
But what Authority did all zheir Adtiions bear: for 
Imitation > Al} of them were Men of Jike Paſſions 


withs; and their Perſons were much of a diffe- 


rent ſort from the greatneſs of the things they 
wrote, 

Moſes had tlio in him that was worſe than | 
his flowneſs of ſpeech; for he ſpake unadviſedly 
with his Lips. What failures David and Solomon 


had; what paſſions Foxah towards his God, we 


know, Ezekiel, who had the moſt Viſtons of any, 
3s more often than any calld the Sox of Man; leſt 
he (as 1s thought,) ſhould have.forgotten his own 
Meanneſs, And St. Pawl, that be might not be ex- 
alted above meaſure, and that others allo might not 
think too highly of him, had a Meſſenger of Satan 


Tent to buffet him. And if we ſhould run through 
_ all the Perſonal Failings of Holy Men, the Authort- 


ty from their Example would be found to. be little 


or none. As St. Pax! faith of himſelf, and the other 


Apoltles, We have thig Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, 
that the Excellency of the Power may be of God, and not 
of us ; fo may it Il be ſaid of Moſes, and the Pro- 
phets : They were but as a mean Cask to the Wall 


_ of God, which was incloſed in them, and by them 


delivered unto others ; and their own Perſons and. 
Actions of no Authority i in reſpect of the by we 
ons which from God they declared. 

The Uncertainty, Theophilus, of Examples next, 
will ſhew us that they, of themſelves, do not oblige 
us, 

How many .of thoſe Examples ſhall bind us to 
Imitation, is no where in Scripture told us. Some 
of them carry an open unlawfulneſs along with 
them. Others may well be queſtion'd whether they 
be ri EHHly honeſt or not : And others Ls y- 

awtu 


* 


- & - & 4 
% bt LO 5 SE. = _ Ks, Shes 
ROS ER a0. ee Ak do i, 
D . Dr 0 ft POO Er FE OY 
Oo by 2 


'_ and of Di/obedience thereunto. 181 
lawful and good in the Circumſtances they, when 
acted, were in, will be found not fo eaſe to be fit- 
ted for our own, and all other Mens Circumſtances. 
For they admit of an unaccountable variety ; and 
that variety may ſo much alter. the quality of Acti- 
ons, as to make ſome, that are lawful, to become 
ſinful ; and others that we are free to do or-not to 
do, to become neceſſary to be done. 

So that either we muſt be told in how many Cir- 
cumſtances ſuch Examples will hold good, and be 
imitable, and in. how many they will become unlaw- 
ful and inexpedient ; or elſe every one muſt be lefc 
to chuſe what Examples he will, and to apply them 
how he thinks good. ” 

The former 1s a Task that no Man will under- 
| take 3 The later would bring in the greateſt Con- 
fuſion of Practice z while ſome would take the bad 
Examples, others miſapply the good ; and © all 
Edification and Unity would be overthrown. | 

And as the Examples are wzcertain, ſo are they 
inſufficient. And indeed fo far as there is an Un- 
certainty, there 1s, in {ome ſenſe, an Inſufficiency: 
For ſhould they be never ſo full in themſelves, yet if 
Mens underſtandings ſhould generally be fo dim: 
lighted, as that they could tot, through diverſity 
of .Circymſtances, diſcern how to take right Mea- 
ſures 'of their Actions from them, they would be 
inſufficient as to us. - 

But we ſhall ſnd a great Deficiency of Examples 
in Holy Writ, in that there are Thouſands of Acti- 
ons, which are to be governed by Religion, (as in- 
deed all our Actions are.) of which we can find no 
luitable Example in Scripture. I need not, T7heo- 
philas, give you nor myſelf the trouble of gather- 
1ng together many Inſtances of Actions to ſhew what 
I now ſay, Let Men, in the Diverſity of Calings 
taat are in the World ; and 1n the many Relations 


n F eS-5 2 2 OS $2 MBE Les OTIS 2 
doe et os ae dont ods © A 3 IE> Mo 0 On nh oa > 2 oY Te netfee + 0 OC OE RES IT EEO, 
ET ; GO <= EFT ISS CDT RY Oe > I EET os 2 es Te, B65 od A 4 Fe Wet 545 ; ne Ie I? Wo as A 
, . T $2 | "I OEN "nes LEE EIS bk” UT py He CS: ae SEES og, A E WY i AE bo ret I EET OS JOE Ns .: SS wee Ld ; Cake 
Se Fo Ea I A to oo oe IE oe ens by ns PEN At EI Dd 5 RY 
% - __ iT we EO” ee 2 a RETRO Pu % * * A q Fs s * 3 
E 5 % F, 
- : k 
* 


182 The True Nature of he Divine Law, 


that they ftand in unto others; conſider their own 
ACtions; and amidſt all the Examples of Scripture, 

_ they will ſee themſelves left alone, not having a ſurt | 
Light from any of them. 

 Whence from the Uncertainty and Inſufficiency of 

the Examples, as well as from the want of Autho- 
rity.in the Perſons, no Examples are Obligatory un- 
ro us; nor to be imitated any further than they 
have the Laws of Chriſt for their Rule and War- 
rant. | 

" "EFF But, Exbulus , our Bleſſed Lord wanted 

mo Authority iN his Perſon , and his Example was per- 
Fea; and what Others Example could not do, Hy 
may 3 may It not ? 

Eubul. We will therefore conſider the Afions 
of our Lord; than whom there never was, neither 
could be, a better Pattern in the World; and yet 
we \ſhail find that none of them, from his Example 
merely, and without a Law, did lay an abſolute 
Obligation upon us to imitate: 'them, * 

' 1. Some of - them were Miraculous Afions ;, and, as 
ſuch, we are not bound to imitate them. For nd 
Man is obliged to do thoſe things, which are beyond 
the Powers which,God ever gave him ; or hath pro- 
miſed'to beſtow upon him. Such Actions as theſe 
are the accompliſhments of the Son of God, above 
al) others ; neither hath he, nor ever will he impart 
the Abilities of doing the like, unleſs upon extraor- 
xlivary occaſions, and for the obtaining” the chiefeſt 
Ends.the Gloryof God:ant theSalvation of the Souls 
of Men, when they cannot reaſonably be compals'd 
without ſuch - Miraculous Actings; *as at the firſf 
ſpreading the Goſpel they could not. Blt vrdina- 

'rily,; none will be thovght deficzent ry their Actions, 
hecauſe they turn 49: Water into-Wine ; Cure nit Dic 
ſeaſes with a Word : » Hive Hot Eye! to the Blind ; Leg 
y Fs phat ha Life fo cs DOE: hs, - 
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2. Soine of our Lords Aftions 'were ſuch as pro- 
cceded from that Autbority and' Preropative, which,. as 
be was a Prince; did belong unto bim. _ . 

Of this ſort was his ſending for the Aſs and. Colt,. 
without ſo much as having the owners leave; Or ac-_ 
quainting him: with'what he did, Mat#th.2 1. 2+ AS 
allo was bis driving the Buyers aud Sellers with a Scourge, 
out-.of the Temple, and overthrowing the Tables of the 
Money-changers, Mgt.21.12. Neither are Theſe to be. 
imitated by us, as we are private Mex, Wholſoever. 
ſhall take away that which is anothers,: without his 
leave and licence, and ſhall uſe it as their own; will 
be guilty of Injuſtice. And ſo, whoſoever as a 
private Perſon ſhall take upon him Afagrſfterially to 
new Model the Cbxrch or the Diſcipline thereof, he 
uſurps that Authority which is de z#to our. Lord 5. 
and is imparted to ſome oxly, who are rightly called. 
thereunto, And he deſerves the Scourge which our. 

Lord made, rather than any Praiſe for his Aftions 
1a this kind. ne EE tact 

3. Sams Adiions of owr Lord, are ſuch as belong to bis” 
Mediatory Office; by which he interceeds with God, 
tor Meo, not in a S«bmiſy 'and Precarious mannerg 
but oy way of 'Covenant aud Merit, , Theſe we mult. 
not imitate, He that ſhall mediate with God,; upon 
the account of his own*Merit ; as if he had done 
whatever was required of him to do; and alfo had 
ſupererogated, and ſo might claim , as of Right, 

a Reward to himſelf, and ſomwhat over and above, 
which he might impart to others, who have been, 
deficient in their Duty, and could therefore expect. 
nothing 3; ſuch an one imitateth Chriſt no: other= 
wiſe than to become a Traytor to him z and goeth. .; 
about to ſhare in that Glory, which our Lord- will, 7 
not part with to another. Nothing but Submiſſien is 

to be ſhewn, and Imperfefion acknowledg?d by ws ©. 
&0r we have done in every thing leſs than was our 1 
d N 4 _ Daty 23 
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Duty to do; and: ſo-maſt account ourſelves tel 
tharthe leaſt of G&ds Mercies,”' © 3 
4. Some. Aftions of out Lord are Moral ſacks ad 

eſſe Rig breouſneſt of Tifo ; and Rh we are to ahi 


"But yet Theſe we are not oblig d unto merely by 
bis Example. 

Now Theſe are ſveh 29 may be reduced either'ro 
the Law of Nature, Of elſb #9 'the' 'Goſprl, as parricn | 


darly belonging thereunto. 
"Thoſe Actions whict he did, relating to the Law 
Nature, we alſo are to do; "Such are the Wor- 
ſhipping of God ; the being Juſt unto Men 3 Tem- 
ate in our own Petfons, and fach like. But the 
aw within us, Which, as the Apoſtle faith, js writ- 
een in our Hearts, faid an Obligation vpon us before 
to do theſe things; and fo the Dnty of performing 
thetndepends not upon his Example, - 1-08 
As for thoſe Atlions that purely-relate unto the =_ 
ſpe]; How had we been bound by them, unleſs-he 
Had aid; This T ſay #ro you, This wo'ye?. Or how 
conld we have KG, that his'ARions ſhould have 
been imirated, unleſs he had given Laws for the 
doing the like i ? When we had ſeen him 7 eproach- 
ed, and dearing al} Indignities withont Erideavour 
of vindicating Rimſelf (tough he had the power” 
of doifig it,) ſinal} Encouragement there would -have 
 hHeen for our coriplying with his Example, had he: 
| Not ſaid, Refiſt nor Evil ; but-whiſorver ſhall ſors 
 vhee on the Right -Cbeek, turn to bim' the — alſo, 
Leve your Enemies; Bleſs them them that curſe you ; 
| Do gobd 10 them that bate you, And- pray for them 
 rhat deſjiefully uſe” you's, oe ye may be-the Childrey 
| \-d -your Father who is in Heaven, * + 
Certainly, had there been only the Example of 
our Lord, without any thing elſe ; we ſhould not,” 
bt beopbilus, a ary m_ to hoepre _ ” þ 
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ons. But if-in the Example which he hath ſet, b 
Will and Defign ſnowid has been-teld, the: Matter of 
his Actions odd have put on the-Noatare of a Law 3 
and fo, would have bound us to Ymitation,. not. as 
Example {o much; as Lam, _ 

W ence I fuppoſe, Theophilug, it is plain that the 
Example of none, no, (with Reverence I ſpeak it,) 
not of our 'Bleſſed-Lo -himſetf , do, as of them- 
ſelves; lay any' Obligatiqus. pon us; and canſe- 

| quently our: Tine atien of Holy Mew is to go #0 Purtber 
than their Ex ample bath the Divine Lows ; for its Rule 
and Warrans.''' » 

2, The Perfeftion of he Ns of c brif which ah. | 
eth. to. all Moral 'Afiions, and even to the Thoughts of 
our Hearts, ſhewnth us ahe ſame thing alſo. 

Nothing is there that is juſt _ good, but the 
Precepts of the Goſpel do' enjoyn.it: Nothing that 
is unrighteous, but is forbidden there, ; And inthis 
ſenſe In is-that ithe Law of God i ſaid 10 wo Sag 
broad, Plal;119;. 
| Now toſay that there may be Examplesol of 
neſs beyond what is includedan the Laws of Chriſt. 
IS tO make thoſe Laws imperfect, which pierce.in eve= 
ry thing evea t» the dividing aſunder of OY Sol. aud- 
Spirit, and the Foynts and Marrow ,, and: which: .PrO- 
ed from Hint who is infintely Wiſe, and 16: can- 
not be thought to'be any: way deficient, 

Bet to ſay that ſuch or fach an Example 3s g( 
becauſe it 'includeth in it that goodneſs: which t 
Laws of. our Lord' do enjoyn', 11s us Bratt that the 
Law is Superiour tothe 'Exatple; and,. though 
there ſhould have been no- ſuch He. ok would- 
have required the matter of it to have: been}. done. 

 Theoph,” But pray, " Enbulus, what jfhall we think 
of the Example of the Church, in ſome things whith we 
account neceſſary to be done from ber Praflice, when yet 
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x85 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 


#bem ? I will inftance only in 2wo things, though} 
might in more; to wit, The Baptizing of Infants, and 
the ſetting apart tbe Firſt Day of the eek as Holy. It 
may feem that either we are miſtaken, when we 
preſs the zeceſry of theſe things , or elſe that there 
are ſome things neceſſary which the Precepts 'of our 
Lord ds not reach unto. 42 
Exbul. But yet, Theophilus, even in theſe things 
we arg not ſwayed merely bythe Example of the Church, 
without great Reaſon moving Her to the conſtant Ob- 
Servence of them. And though there be no dired 
Command for theſe things, yet if they may with 
goo probability be inferred from Holy Writ; if there 
a Congruity in them to ſome Laws given nnto the 
Jews, {0 far as Reaſon and Enquity enforced thoſe Laws, 
and if there be likewiſe ſome things in the New Tefta- 
ment, that more than a little intimate the doing of them, 
we may obſerve them upon the ſame Groxnds that the 
Conrch obſerved them, and not only from ber Exan- 
ple. Though truly her Example downwards, even 
from het Firlt Age, may add Authority to the Con- 
iderations now mention*d, in that ſhe is'a,Society 
which above all others in the World, hath the Aids 
and DireQion'of the Holy Spirit, who is the Guide 
#n'0 all Truth. | 
If we look upon your firſt Inſtance of Baptizing 
Infants, there is a Command that all Nations ſhould 
be Baptized; God enlarging his Covenant to all 
Mankind,” which was confined to the Jews before. 

- Though truly, even the Covenant which was made 
with Abraham (of which Circumciſion was the Seal,) 
was of an Evangelical Nature, and belonged to him 
chiefly'as he was the F ather of the Faithful; and to lus 
Spiritezt no leſs than to his: Fleſply Race. And if 
Children before, and: in the time of the Old Law. 
were capable of the Covenant, why. not in the time 
of the Goſpel, where is much greater a 

> eſte 


and of Diſobedience thereanto. 189 
feſted unto Men; than ever there was in the Jewiſh 
State ?, And while Divine Love is more abundant 
to all Sorts and Conditions of Men, ſhall poor and 
helpleſs Children ſuffer a Diminution init? Eſpe- 
cially when our Bleſſed Lord was pleaſed to take them 
in bis Arms ;, tO rebuke thoſe that kept them From bim ;, 
and to pronounce that of ſaxch # the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, There is ſo much cauſe to think that the Pri= 
viledges of Children are not only continued, but 

*increaſed under the Goſpel; that' to make us to be 
of another Mind, it may ſeem neceſſary that Mfiere 
ſhould have been a Commend on purpoſe- not to Bap- 
tize them. And what Prejudice, think we, would 
it not' have wrought in the Jews towards Chriſtia- 
nity, If their Children, who were taken into Cove- - 
nant u#der Moſes, ſhould have been excluded the Co- 
venant uuder Chrilt ? Or, ſhouldit be ſaid that God 
hath Mercy 1n ſtore for them, as Infants, why, if 
the inward Grace be vouchſafed unto them, ſhould 
the outward Seal of ſuch Grace be denied them ; 
who, if they be fit for the Kingdom of Heaven, are > 
fire not unfit for the Font? AD 4: 
As for your other Tift ance of ſetting apart the Firſt 
Day of the Week, as Holy ;, Natural Religion will tell 
us, that ſome time is to be allowed to the Service 
of God : And Revealed Religion hath acquainted us, 
that God, by a Command to the Jews, (the Rea- 
lon of which is. fetch*d from the yery beginning of 
the World, had determined the ſeventh part of 
Time to be continued as his own Peculiar ; The E- 
quity of which Portion of Time, ( in that it re- 
ipected the Reſting of Cattel as well as of Mer, the 
Church ſtill owneth, as not knowing a better than 
what God himſelf had appointed. © © 

 _Bnt the Day of Chriſts Reſurre&ign, by reaſon 
of the Exceeding Greatneſs of Gods Power 'and 
Love ſhewed in it, ſurpaſſing that Day which imme- 
os 5 y diately : 
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diately ſucceeded the Creation; and: having been 
fignalized by the Apoſtles, andother Believers meet. 
ing together upon it ; nat once by Chance; or ano- 
ther time as it happened, but frequently by Choice; 
Our Lord alſo honouring their coming together, by 
his own*Preſence, and by the wonderful Preſence of 
the Holy Ghoſt ſent upon them on that Nay; and. 
its being probable likewiſe, that the Obſervation 
thereof was by the Order of the Apoſtles ; or other. 
wiſe There would not have been” ſuch early Diſci- 
Plige, as the Laying by in Store Collections fox 
the Saints on that Day; nor would the Day itſelf, 
in ſo ſhort a time, have been eſtabliſhed throughout 
the whole Church, ſtill every Hour encreaſing ; and 
further, it being no leſs probable, that except the 
Apoltles had in this thing ſufficiently underſtood the 
Will of their Lord, they would not have been the 
Authors of the Change of that Day, which, for 
Reaſon of Equity, as well as Ceremony, was 0 
ſtrictly obſerved for fa many Ages -in the Jewiſh 
Church ; we may wpox theſe accounts, and others ſuch | 
as Theſe, and zot from the Churches Example only, 
acknowledge the ſetting apart of the firſt-Day of the 
Week, to be of great Moment, And the more, in 
that the 7wo great Adverſe Parties to Chriſtianity, | 
the 7ews and Heathens, were ſo rightly oppaſed 
hereby. In the Obſerving one Day in Seven, the 
firſt Chriſtians ran counter to che Heatheys ; by the. 
acknowledging Him to be their God, who in Six Day! 
made the World, and Keſted the Seventh : In the keep- 
ing Holy the Firſt Day of the Week, they profeſs'd 
openly, againſt the ih that they worſhipp?d God, 
not aS 2 Redeemer ont of Egypt, but as the Father of 
Fefus Chrift, who on that Day Roſe from the Dead; 


and was our Redemption in ſo wonderful a Manner, 
2s that theRedemption from Egypt was only a Sha: 


I 


dew Of it. - © 
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and of Diſobedience eters: © : "ty J 


In both your Inſtances, Theophilas, there is indeed 
the Prafticeof the Church, but then there is a grear 
deal more beſide ; fo mich as ſheweth, ee in orvar 
probabiligy , and in the beſt in fhe can Les 
they are things of more than Ordinary Conſeq 
and ro be Solemnly Obſerved by "+ who wolkd Id fin” 
cerely approve chemiblers unto God. 

And not unlike, poſſibly, may be ſaid in ſome 
other things which we have the Church's Ex 
but no poſitive Command from God: For her Ex- 
ample 1s founded upon ſuch Rational and Religious 
Conſiderations, and fo Conſonant unto the Divine 
Laws, as do affix very much Hoour to her Pratiice 3 
and do Recommend it 'as neceffary, if not in the 
Higheſt Degree, yet io as not to be diſobey'd by Ur, 
nor thrown off by Her. 

So that we may conclude, that inthe imitating of 
any Example, we are to taye reſpect to the Law, 
and to the Teſtimony ;, to Examine it, whether ir be 
Repugnant to the Rule or not, If it be Repngnant 
thereunto, how Specious ſdever it may ſeem, and 
how much foever Cried up it be, we muſt by no 
means imitate it, The Perfection of the Goſpel 
Laws forbids it. 

Theoph. It ſeemeth very agreeable to Reafon and 
Truth what you have faid. And would you there- 
from (as you well may,) give fome particular Judg- 
ment of the Examples in Holy Writ, I ſhould ac- 
count 1t among your kindneſles to me. 

Ezbul. That Admirable Perfon, Dr. Sanderſon, 
n his LeCture De Piornm Exemplis, "bath done what: 
you deſire: But that oor Walk may not want Dil 
_ courſe, and that I may not ſeem anwilling to gratilie 
you ſo faras I am able, what Þcan remember from 
Him, and think of elſewhere, That will be perti- 
nent, you ſhall have. 


- ” 


There 
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There is no need of ſaying any thing of thoſe 
Aitions which in Holy Scripture are Sextenced as Evij 

_ ones, How good ſoever the Aftors otherwiſe haye 
been, ſuch their Doings have evidently been Brea. 
ches of Gods Law, jand ſo are by no mearfs to be 
 intated, | 


But then for other Examples we may fay, . 
1. That Thoſe which have xo Mark of Condemuas 
tion put upon them, are not thereby preſently to be drawn © 
#nto Imitation. For Holy Penmen ſhewing, them- 
ſelves Faithful Hiſtorians , in delivering Matters ' 
truly, but not taking upon them the Perſons of 
Judges, in Condemning every thing that is amiſs, 
| Jome of theſe Actions poſlibly may be. againſt the 
Laws of out Lord. The Drunkenneſs of Noab ;, Lots 
offering bis Daughters to the abules of the Sodomites ; 
oſeph*s Swearing by the Life of Pharaoh, and fuch 
ike, are not Condemned, but who will ſay they are 
_ to be Imitated? oO So © | 
Nor Secondly, are theſe Examples wbich have Praiſe 
given to them, without further ſearch to have our Imita- 
$204; | 
Someof them were Extraordinary AGiions ; (as was 
 Phineas's Smiting the Man of Iſrael, and the Midia- 
nitiþ Woman, 1n the Act of Whoredom, through 
_ the Belly with a Javelin,) and fo, are not to beex- 
rended beyond the Time and Circumſances in which 


they were done. | | 

Some of them were Mixed Afjons ;, only in one 
Part of them Praiſeworthy ;,. in the Other againſt 
the Laws of our Lord, Such was the Midwives Ex- 
ample in ſpeaking of the Hebrew Womens Child- 
births, Exod. 1. 19. AS allo was that of the Vnjuſt 
Steward, Luke 16. 8. A Lye there was inthe One 
as well as Picty 3 and Injuſtice inthe Other as well as 

Prudence, And we are tavght that even the Glory 
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of Gid is not to be promoted by or Lye ; and that no - 
Evil is to be donethat good may come thereof. 5 

Thirdly, Nor yet are #hoſe Aﬀions, which bave 
| been in ordey to Signal Ends, and by the eſpecial Provi- - 
dence of God bave attain'd thoſe Ends, au abſolute 
IWarrant for our imitating them. $5 

I inſtance in the FaCt of  Facob and bis Mother Re- 
 becca, in the getting the Blelling from Eſax the Elder 

A Promiſe God-had made to Rebeccs, that the 
Elder ſhould ſerve the Younger : And on Facob's ha- 
ving the Bleſſing of his Father, the Welfare of the- 
whole Race which proceeded out of his Loins, and 
was the choſen People of God, might ſeemin a man- 
ner to depend. The Bleſling is ſought for through 
deceitful -Means, and is obtain'd. The: Father, 
when he knoweth of all, doth not. reverſe the Bleſ.. 
ſing, as ſeing the Hand of God in the thing; and 
God confirmeth the Bleſſing to Faceb and his Poſte- 
rity. 

The Manifeſt and Strong Providence of God, in 
this Example, will not Authorize our doing like 
unto it, though in concerns (if ſuch there could be,) 
altogether as high and great as Theſe were. 
— The Reaſonis, The Expreſſidns of Gods Willthrough 
Chriſt in the New Teſtament, are to be preferr'd 
before the Inſtances of his Providence in the Old. His 
' Providence can order the irregular Actions of Men 
unto E.nds that are good 3 and by them can bring 
about thoſe things which he hath deſign?d. But His 
ill cannot, by reaſon of its Perfeftion, command 
any unrighteous Deed to be done, as if his End 
could not be obtain'd without it. And His Will in 
the Goſpel being fully and clearly reveaPd by Hime 
Who was in the Boſom of his Father, and ſo knew his 
whole Mind, That il! of his is now to be our Rule, 
and eſteemed by us, inourPrattice, before any Af- 
| Hyg s 
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vngs Of bjs Providence; either that have been here. 
' tofore, or that ſhall be hereafter. 

This we may do ; improve, o far as in us lies, 
the evil Actions of others, into the good of our; 
ſelves and-them, and to the Glory of God : For in 
ſo doing we ſhall imitate the Wiſdom and Provis 
dence of God, which 1s holy ; | But we may never 
do evil Actions ourſelves, nor encourage ethers to 
do them , upon the account that God hath made 
them ſomtinnes inſtrumental to good Ends. For 
they are not in themſelves a jot. the better for the 
having been thus noſed to thoſe Ends. God hath 
indeed in his Wiſdom well improved them , but ig 
his Holineſs he never approved of them. And hs 
Wall in the Laws of his Son, is, and always will be, 
highly deer unto him : And therefore, in all cales, 
how lictle hopes of ſacceſs ſoever there be, and, at 
all times, how hazardous foever they may appear, is 
ro be ſtuck unto by us. 

4. T boſe Aftions which under the Old Teſtament wert 

#htogetber innocent, are wat all of them, without ſernple, 
t0 i imitated by us, who are Chriſtians. 
--. Such, I ſuppoſe, was Moſes's ſlaying the Egyptian, 
who ſtrove with the Hebrew Man, Emod. 2.12, 
Ebud's running bis Ddeger unto Eglon, Fudges 3.22. 
Elijab's calling down Fire from Heaven, tor the cal- 
fuming.of the Captains and their Fifties, 2 Kongs 1: 
x0. David's cauſmg the Ammanites to be put under 
Saws and Harrows of Iron, and to paſs threagh be 
Brick: Kiln, 2.Sam. 12.31. And bis carfin bir Eno 
mics, as, in his Plalms, we frequently "hear lum 
do. 

In ſome of theſe Inſtances, if not in af, we. are to 
look t0:ar extraordinary Spirit ( yet not d Magree- 
ang to the: Meoſaick, State,) impelling tbe Afors ; and 
Therefore it is 'very unfafe to bring ghem 70' #e cam- 
mon Rules of i nowundter the Golpel. | 
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It E juſt] tha re inſt a private Man 
rhe ' out to'do wy ſes did, Who eye 
= a Rider" oa 'a b 6. obev-us ?' And EbuP8 Dee, 
how lictle' Watfant 13 it for Attemprs of the like 


Nature? ''We know whont our rt checks d," "For F2 


defiring they'n right do 2s Eirs had done, wil theſe 
words, Ye : ot what Spirit .ye ate of: I $1 Sozh 
of Man tate Wo z to deffr "Ie ſave, Luk..9. 
And David's Oarrings thwHrds the fro: der. + 
monites, who will ſay it m: -2to the Ws) of Etc 
mies; be” Iihitatel ?: ” Abd 10'frequeiit FxetLati- 
ons of his Brikmles; "ma if they nor; be faid” t9, pro Pro- 
ceed from” a Pro ophetick $ irit, and to, be Predidiions 
Jeb dt up pen Fe oy of Chrie? 'Bur how . 
ks a Siri? And not hayivs the 


ine! Yoke how jijay they preliiine ro.do' b5t YPae 
in 


LSok We R the' Kule* yo the clit; g and 
'U 


there we ſhall find Provepts that are £1 $ro 
be of a ml tid ſoft thipe -2hd the Spirit, that 
diaares t /Prebebes in” our r*$6nls , to' by getitle 
and feet-nattired : KÞþ _ ; onto” E. Dove, 
ic, En be 4: Jebnded i is 
_ art” = Pe "Our 'PHtmies ,, to 
Bleſs them FR Curſe us; to do goon Fo them' that hate 
&, Amid: "Sthoarts ant oy Fr gre to be Subj e& to 
their Maft EY anr's) /f rr. wo ly to the Re and 
penrle; at "alſÞ 10} "3: not nvorthy 
Obſetya MT Mech cf Core 1 thiete are no 
Pret tr relate to' pits ott:2 War, be- 
ceiſ br Savors LAN By *"4 ſinc exely. on 
I&te wilt be no otcaſioh tor Fight ; 
he! 5s Star ud Laws are No | ee 
ohd in gfear tkaſike they 191) 
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as the Laws that authorized ſome of thoſe Exam- 
Ples (even now ſpoken of,) were only: Impillſes of 
the. Spirit for that time alone in which they were done. 
Yea, the Laws which were molt properly belong- 
ing to the Moſaick, 1nſtitution , and endured the 
longeſt, were in. great meaſure but in order unto 
our Saviour's more perfect Inſtitution, . which y_ 
ro come; and which'is ſtyled The Everlaſting 
Jpel, becauſe its Laws ſhall never ceaſe to Di oh, us, 
as was before obſerved, 


No Ations of Baly. Men , that expreſs nor the 
S ubft ance of a Divine Law, are neceſſarily to be imi- 
tated b We . 

For if our Imitation of Examples, in Sacred Wri- 
tings, be-to have the Laws of Chriſt: for its Rule 
and Guidance, then thoſe Examples which do not 
any way expreſs thoſe Laws, although they be not 
contrary-;to them, lay no Obligation upon us for 
our imitating them. ence that Poſtzre which our 
Saviour and his Diſciples were 10 at the firſt Inſti- 
tution of his Supper, ſince it. was not belonging to 
the. S ubſtance of the Command of their Conſecra- 
ting Bread and Wine , and Giving them; and of 
others Receiving them, at their- Hand, doth not 
oblige us. 7 

There is none can. underſtand any Poſture from 
the Command, Do this in Remembrance of me 3 and 
there is no Command. on purpoſe for any. Poſture 
to be obſerved : Why:then ſhould there be ſo much 
Diſcord in the Church of Chriſt about.it? It were 
well we could not ſay, Men. more carneſtly contend 
about ah indifferent ei of. in than 
they make Conſcience of the 
_ And from what hath been [3h 


"Aﬀint; 4 


FOR ou” MeL bt I. 
Ov. WS RE $ 


and of . Diſobedience thereunto. , 1 95 


a_ when thoſe Laws alone, and of themſelyes» 
arc O, E 

Nothing, ſay they, is to be done, but what is 
warranted by ſome Command or Example in Holy Writ, 
Which, what 1s it but a derogating from the Di- 
vine Law, to add oyer-much unto Examples; and 
to give fome. Men, who have their Eyes too much 
ſet upon Examples, an occaſion therefrom to take 
oftentimes a greater Latitude than the Sacred Pre- 
cepts will allow: ? ' 

When the Law of God is filent as to any parti- 
cular Action, and doth mot forbid it,s it 1$ to be 
ſuppoſed we are keft at liberty to do, or not to 
do it. Neither need we ſeek to an Example for 
our Warrant ; but our Prudence, with reſpect only 
to that general Law, Whatſoever ye do, do all to the 
Glory of God, Is to be our Guide, For thoſe Exam- 
ples, which are not directly expreſlive of the Laws 
of Got; aroſe at firſt from the Pradence of the A- 
gents ; and why may not //e,upon the ſame Grounds, 
do the ſame Things? Or why ſhould an Example 
be of more Authority with us, than that Prudence” 
irom which it ſprung, and which lieth ix common to 
all Men , for the ordering a great part of theic 
Lives ? | -” 

Certainly the wholly excluding the Dictates of 
Prudence , where no Law of God laycth any pro- 
hibition upon us; and the joyning of Example#to- 
gether with the Divine Precepts, without any mark 
of Difference, as if, they were of equal ſway with 
them, may be of pernicious Conſequence to the Pia- 
Ctice of Men ; and hath atready been, too teo much, 
inſtrumental unto the quarrelling with the whollom 
Diſcipline and Conſtitutions-of our Church ; and- 
the diſturbing of that Peace, which 6ught 1 be merg.. 
among Chriſtians than others ; but which hath beex.. 

{5 1n the midſt of them, than it hath been, even 
O 2 with 
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196 The7 rue Nature of the Divine Law, 
with Thoſe, who, in the Pſalmiſt*'s words, are 


Strangers wnto Peace, - 

Theopb. But if Examples lay no nauen ppon 
us, any further than as they have the Lawsof Chriſt 
for their Rule and Warrant, pray, Exbulu, of what 
zeſe are they? And to what end bave we any thing 
more in Holy Writ, than the Laws thereof ? Theſe of 
themſelves engaging us to all the Daties that any 
Examples can point us unto, 

Ewbul, We may ſay with the Apoſtle in general, 
That all the Examples in ſacred Scripture, yea, even 
Thoſe that are bad, as well as thoſe that are more 
commendable, (for they were all ordered by the ſelf- 
ſame Spirit to be ſet down there,) have therr good 
aſes; and are profitable either for Dottraue, or for Re- 
proef,, or for Correfion, or for Inſtradion in Righteouſ- 
neſs ;, that the Man of God may be throughly furniſhed 
80 every good work. : 

But more particularly we ſay, 

1. That thoſe Examples, which plainly bear the 
Image of tbe Laws of Chriſt, are given us for Incen- 
tives and Encouragements of our Obedience wv thoſe 


Laws. 

Though our Rule be perfet, yet it will more 
prevail upon vs, when it brings an Example with 
27, to ſhew that it hath been obeyed by others, and 
nay be by us. — 

We are apt to think that our Task is difficult, - 
and beyond our Strength. In Nercy therefore and 
Love, God hath been pleaſed to Regiſter the At 
ons and Lives of ſome Men, to ſhew us, that what 
he requireth of us, is not- impoſlible to be done. 
Why ſhould we think it an hard thing to have 
Faith in God, when Abrabam bath believed in Him, 
and taught, that it isa Duty which may be performed 

' by xs 2 Why fhould we eſteem it unreaſonable 
£0 
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to- be Fs in "mary, when we Read of the 
P atiece of Fob'in greater-Evils; than as yet we have 
ſuffered, or are Hke to ſuffer ? 'We may Cheerfully 
ſet about! the” Daty of Mortification, and Self-De- 
nial, fromthe kndwledg e of St. Paul” keeping under 
bis Body, and bringing it into Subjefiion. 

But'the Chief Example of all is our Bleſſed Savi- 
our JeſusChriſt; - And God hath required his Obe- 
pres 'botly Active and Paſſive, not only that he 

eby emphit Merit for us; but alſo that he might 
ſt gs Reaſbnableneſs of his Laws; and might 
Excite our Obedience by his own Example. 
 Who'can juſtly refuſe to: be Meek ad - Lowly, 
when Hei Who Comthands us to be fo, was ſo Hime 
If, thdugh He were a King ? Who is it will deny 
£0 Love dis: 'Fwentics, when our Lord, who enjoyns 
_ us-thus' t6! db, *did- the fame thing ; yea Loved Us 
olirfelves; Whed we were Enemies mto Him ? That 
we Thowld not be Feary nor Faint in onr Mind under 
the TrowBles that may befa? vs for Religions Sake, 
tre are bits totifider Hitf, who endured ſkch contra» 
Bok of 'Bintters ag aiiff bimfulf 3 and* to look mnt 
Fir $96 thor” and Finifer of or Faith; who for 
rhe Toy th pas ſer before hint, chitnrcd the Ereſs, ef 
the Bbawe. | 
"And whit-greater Alluremnents can there be; for 
Gave Obeienee 16 his L2w5, thar that'He, who 
theſe Excellent Laws did ——_ Live aevre- 
 12t< theny; arid was m all relpedts fuch as h 
Have US to be? If fN'/Comiianids vive us 
net,” howcanwe withſtand hls Example? - 
ker b, His Example is Strong : But oy not the 
Perfettion rt Zo pelo God's as well as "121, ) 
pgs US C It, rather "D771 eit- 
Sake flee HE it 7 
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but what is Human 1n thts A BT 52 are 
20 be followers of Them, as They bave been of Chrift, 

Though truly Thoſe Actions of our Loxd, which 
belong?d unto him chiefly as he was -a Man, (luch 
as were the Expreſlions of his Meckneſs, Patience, 
Self- Denjal, Afﬀeance in God, and ſweb like, ) we may 
imitate immediately from "Himſelf; and. have no 
need that any ſhould interpoſe betwixt Us and Him, 
as an ole of the ſame things, For who can 
Practiſe thoſe Vertues and Graces in a manner more 
befitting our Imitation, than He hath done? He was 
made in the likeneſs of Men; and was in all points 
Tempted even as we are ; ſo that we may exactly 
ſee our own Duty 1n his Behaviour. Quly He was 
without Sin ; and though we cannot, while we are in 
this World , attain unto the Perfe&jon of being 
wholly free from Sin, as He was, yet It is but meet. 

the Cw whichis ſet us ſhould be Exatt and Accus 
_ rate: That thereby we might not reſt in Low- De- 
grees, but might {il be excited to riſe higher. -i; 

Nay, even thoſe Actions of our Lord, which 
proceeded mee from his Divine than Human Na- 
fure, are, for the moſt part, not ſo much out of our 

1 h, but they may yield us ſomthing, for our Imita+ 
5 And they were not Written barely as Narg 
tives, without any reſpe& to our Practice, ; The 
carried in them a Conformity to the Laws hi | 
he gaye; and we are excited to give Ob © to 
thoſe his Laws, in that while he a&cd.moſt like God 
he had a reſpect unto Them; and did then ex- 
preſs the matter of Them, as well. as when he 4G: 
ed moſt like Man. 

In his Miraculous Actions, there were the Pity, 
the K do S, and the Compaſſion, which he requires 
of ws as Men, mixed with his Power as he was God, 
And o far they are Incentives to our Duties, We 
cannot indeed Fred 4 Multitud, by a Miracle, but we 

ca 
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#to the Hug 9f Kitnels ou Abi 
lities. We*canngt: Heat the” Sick, Io a Word, but 
we can Adminiſter t 'N ceſſi '5 We cannot 
make the Lam "ta Wa ' yl Blind to See; but 
we'can be-Leg'7o 1 Pg os ni 4 ro the Other, in” 
our may by iyin Sp | [Direction ro Them: 
Unto this Got jen; 'Pity, hel Miraculous, A- 
ions of our ad do prompt: us; and hence. the 
Church of Chriſt) though"it' cbulf® not reach” the 

Miracle of our Lotd; aſt for” Fourty Days, yet 
thought itſelf bound to the Piety of it; and as far 
as it well coutd,-to'the Mbſtinedet of it alſd. 

So likewiſe His _— : hich proceeded from his 
Prerogative a$\he*was 2 Prince, (which 1 faid we 
maſt not-imitate,) have forth ng t at may admir.of 
a Analogy betwi vx or ARi6HS an Them: And 
may ſtir ns aftice,” which we as Chri- 
ſtiatis are eating, bw” This his Driving: the Buyers, 
and' Sellers ogt of theTemple, "md vyerturning, the 
Tables of t Arp Cliangers: encourageth tis to - 
be ear y af gi ina good | Matter ; aol; to opp : 

ek evil far as lieth inour$p} Be 
The alſo bi EMedarc y Attions may be Excit emcliits- 
to'us/ earneſt 7t0 interceed with God for the Etet- 
nabWelfare dof Others, is at Humble and 'S, ebmiſve | 
way; not forgetti our own Meanne(s while we do 
| iry:and rem g alſo, that what ye do ig this. 
kind is no- note an what is our Duty to do.. ©... 
_ "You ke, "Yhropbilus,, that dur 'Lords Exainple 
even 1n the Actions that are coor the Ordinary 0g 
vel, as well as in thoſe- which'chiefl Er Ovens his . 
Human Nature, is 2 Motive ro'Us for Obedience to 
his Laws, 4s 

- I may further alſo fay, VI%. "That not only the Ex- 
amples of ſoine'Holy'Mens Actions; inSacred Writ. 
Ings, -which'as to the whole were goed; but Thoſe. 
alſo, which, as to ſome things, are hore of the 

Q + mealurg, 


F I0a0 "The - True Oat alur. e Sj the in Dine En 


meaſure, and below the Standaxd.of, Goodneſs, axe 
written for the ſtirriogusi upto opr. Thoug! | 


(asI before ſaid,) they are nat prefantly and with» 
out further Confide ation to he dre Lane) PraCtice, 
Of this ſort are thoſe tions. wh ta are of a Mixed 
Nature, and are pn THR 2nly, this we mult be 


ſure to do: to have an Eye to that a 
amples, which is Panondy, avg 


part of them, The Goodng cy Of the He- 


brew Midwives may excite red fl ph: race 1088, 
to the /ike Virtues 1 bus ſa aly.,. «ASL Joyn Truth: 


with them, | And from the [2 ence ofthe! Unjulk; 
_ Steward- We are Guy Þ&Prouglent, yet _ 
1d as to felow him HY 24 teguſ | 
This? is one end of 82 
Expreſlive of the Laws: of 
and Encouragements! LO OUT 
Theoph. Were it not to: Fn: r. 


you my thanks for the good inlig 4 Fro Shi 


you have already afforded me ; Is Oy "I 
Ict. 


Ezbul, 1 had much rather yo you 
courſe had been larger 3 that, 
hetter occaſion to, alye the [ . thanks 
Though I complain not. of ER ; 
can find any thing. of Satisfacjon,, by 

A Second Uſe of Examples in H woos is this, 
That if ſome of the Druane Laws be quaſtion'd 44.4) 


their Senſe, The e, po occafuate, may he Iugerpreta- 
tions of them. _ 

We may inſtance, Theophilus, in the Law againſt 
Swearing. I ſay unto.you, Smear 18 at al, Matth, 5+. 
Some you know do Ro om hence Condemn all ron 
ing whatſoever. And therefore they will refuſe 
the taking of an. Oath, though, Solemaly by the Ma-: 


giſtrate, in things of great Conſequence, required 
to do if, Hat 


Dur. 


and of Diſobedi ' 90x. Þ 
and of Diſobediente thereunto. a6x 


But that Swearing is not ſimply unlawful;but only 
3s it 1s {ipbtly, Aled. and in-erdinary Converſation, 
we have the Example of St, Paul to teftifie, who, 
to confirm the Truth of God, in hisE piſtles; doth 
ſeriouſly bind it with bis Oath; God is Warns 
ſaith he, whom T\ſerve with my Spirit, in the Goſpel of 
bis Sor, tbat mitbout ceaſing 1 make mention 3. 9 


all in my Prayers, ROM. 1.9. God is miy Wan, f3 1 
which is an appealing to Him, 'or an invocatitty of 


Hun, as a Witnchs of the Truth of what he" yy 
50 Gal..14.20. '" Now the things thet I mriteuitty you, 
behald, before Gody I le nor. ' | Ahd we havedthe fime 
Reaſon toi: be 'aſtured, Fhar theſe Oaths: were as 
rightly made, 28 the! Thins which the ſake were 


truly ſpoke i For the Tos pirirditareabott 
the one and the other,” {1 9 7 1 


Neither ghgid lay; rode wehave A6t the- Se 
GC "bliffe 8 avious higdelf i in- this preſent Vaſe? 
Mook; 3 _ "Auls ae jan, "Fe So wovh: Ti) bs 
fl Tarts ent iy, Vardly'F ſay wato yol; if there 
ſhall a fign be gwen to this Generation. Which thonehy 
renderedby our Tranſlators; There ſpall” 36: Tk be 
giver, Rc.: yet It is obſerved by learned Mea 
the ſamg{kiticl of expreſſion wittirhat of ' Ff6 by. Ns 
"Oc dw ww '## 3pys3* wes "fir ink my} my ' ohed 
Uterduoi pate "Ae T fidave' Mito them Hy; Wrath, 
IF- tbey hell entoy _—_ Rep. Andwitlt tar of 
| Beke/7.4 10 Z& + _ "0 7A WIierides ir %a 
ar Ty DF thtr-b Green th vo brers wn we 

wer hickis-an 'ab Porm 
an Oath ,; very bfugl's 2OAS the  oNope and in 
cheſs Infiincos tay iinply:tH s Mick: ff theſe Jons 
at Daagiteds! be delfver%d;" Let my wot bþ" termed 
the Living God, If they ſhall viiter Tt my: *Reft;1f 
4 Sign; halt.be givenito this Geri fron, Eer me 'be 
acconited falſe), never, in what Fſay, to "*©e 'belizved 
more,” ' Whaz: forming Diffitulty ehien there is i oor 


Saviour? Q 
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Saviour's Command againſt Swearing, here, in great 
Probability, his own, ut,in certainty, the Exam - 
of the Apoſtle, taketh-it all away. And as 
Law 1s cleared by an Example, ſo many other Di- 
vine Laws in like manner. 

_ A third Ute of Examples is, That we may be 
thereby inſtrufied to do our Dutice in # decent and be- 
coming manner. 

For- it is not an unfrequent thing,that even good 
Actions may loſe ſomthing of their Beauty,by a leſs 
comely, and not well managed, performance. It is 
ſt ufficient, that the Divine Laws provide, that thoſe | 
things which are righteousand good ſhould be done 
by us, and that the contrary 1d be avoided ;. 
but they cannot be expected to go ſo low,as to en- 
Join all the Particulars of Decency. 

Now herein the Examples of Holy Men may be 
of uſe; and, by their ways and circumſtances of 
doing Duties, may be a good light unta us,of more 
advantageouſly accompliſhing what we are com 
_ manded. ' 

St. Pal did his Duty, in his conſtant alſertingof 
- the Faith of Chriſt ; But it was the Dy of bis 
Daty, when ſtyPd a Modman by Feſtus, he gave the 
Governor the Title of moſt noble Feſtus ;, ( as if he 
had been obliged, rather than injured by him; ) 
and with'a calmneſs afhirmed, That: he ſpeke forth 
the words of truth and ſoberneſt, Acts 26. 25. With 
a leſs obliging Carriage he might have been faithful. 
to the Religion which he profeſs?d ; but, as he then. 
acted, he added Comelineſs to his F delity. 


Inſtances many more might be given , but Mens 
particular Caſes may better find them out,and more 
appolitely apply them. 

TI muit confeſs, That the welfare of p Far? s Si | 
doth nat depend upon. the outward Decency of his 


Actings, but upon the impard Sinceriry p- them ; 
which 
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which of itſelf carrieth a true Beauty with it in the - 
Eye of God, who ſeeth not, as Man ſeeth. Burt yet 
it muſt not be denied, that even Virtues and Chri- 
ſtian Graces may be more acceptable unto Men, 
when they are decently exercifed, And if, by bring- 
ing ſuch a Comelineſs to them, we can in/nuate 
them into the Hearts of ' others, and make them 
ſpread the wider, 1 am ſure we ſhall receive a much 

| greater Reward with God, than upon the account 
of Naked Sincerity we ſhould do. They that turn 
many unto Righteouſneſs ſhall ſhine as the Stars for 
ever aud ever, faith the Prophet Daniel; and a Come- 
lineſs in aGing. yirtues is highly inſtrumental to | 
the thus turging. them, - 
. Now this Decency of doing Duties, js oftentimes 
learnt ſooner from the Examples of others , than 
from the lonely DiCates of a Man's own Prudence. 
And, poſſibly, with reſpect unto thus, as well as un- 
to. Virtue itſelf, was that excellent Rule of the 
Heathen, - of propoſing to ourſelves the Examples of 
Perſons eminent for Wiſdom aud Goodneſs, Think , 
ith he, bow Plato wonld bave done in ſuch a Cafe, 
bow E-paminondas would bave carried it. And ta 
this End: alſo Examples may | be recorded in Holy 
Scripture, That. we might thus be Folowers of them, 
«nd might mark, thoſe _ bave ſo walked, for a more 
comely deportment 1inour:Duties. : 
' But, Theophilys, Left the benefit of Examplesin 
Holy Writ ſhould wholly accrue unto Vs; and 
They who ſet us-;theſe excellent Patterns. ſhould 
now haye. no Concern in them * Therefore, 

_ Fourthly, They, were Regiftred there in Honour un- 
to Thoſe, who. were 2hus Exemplary unto Others, . 
1t.is ſaid .of ory Magdalen, for her pious 
Attion of pouring the Box of Ointment on the - 
Head of ourLord, That whereſoever the Goſpel ſhould 
fe preached in the whole World, there alſo Jhonld "hi 
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that this woman bath done, be told for a memorial of 
| ber, Mat. 26. x3. In the ſame manner are the good 
Attions of Holy Men preſerved in the Scripture, 
that they may be told as a Memorial of them, 
wherelſoever theſe Sacred Writings ſhall come , and 
fo long as they ſhall laſt, which ſhall be to the End 
of the World. Moſes ſhall for ever be celebrated, 
who refuſed t» be called the Sow of Pharaoh's 
Daughter, choofing rather t0 ſuffer Aﬀfiitions with the 
People of God , than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sim fi 
& Seaſon. Abrahams Faith ſhall never ceaſe to be 
praiſed. till Faith itſelf ſhall ceaſe,' and be turned iy. 
9 Viſion, Gideon, Barak,, Sampſon , Fephtha , Da- 
vid allo, and Samuel, 7 all the Prophets and Ap 
ftles, ſhall, for their faithful Deeds, be had in Ever- 
lafting Remembrance y Such Honour have all God) 
Saints. *And thongh they be happy in the enj 
ment of the Recompence f Reward, oo) may 
riot to need any of that praiſe which Earth can 
yet farely it cannot bunt Ne eſteemed an high - 
HO 'God unto thetp, while they are Bleſſed ts 
», to'be Honourable on Earth ; Lad Celebrated them 
Ntper here, while they are praifing God there. ny 
Had we ourfehres, Theophilus, no yie and ba 
iron theſe e S, yet their bein Wgiay 
at Honour tothe Perſons that lived iS fo be 
ficient reaſon for their being WEIbA, moth 
truly, in this their Hononr; we may re 'preat 
of ſatisfaction: - F6rthoſt Rip mes Jons/ which 
God hath fo much Honoured Them for, Wetity jolt 
ly conclude, He will be well! plenſed i with- ts. ©; 
_ He is no Reſpetterof Perfi nk I Metvery Noo, 'be 
that feareth Him, and worketh f[Y; at 
We _ him. Be, why Ez EXx> 
that God will-give Divine Au or 
Books that the Bible ; andywrite our NA 
But He hath other ways of Reward! ing Holy 1 Linet 
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on Earth, ' beſides enrolling them in a Sacred Volume 
that ſhall laſt as long as the World, He can give 
us Honour and Proſperity while we Live; and can 
Embalm us alſo ina laſfing Name when we are dead. 

And though he ſhould nor do this; yet we read of 
another Book, of God, in which the Names, and all 
the good Actions ef Faithful Men are recorded ; and 
which at the laſt day will be opened, when every 
mas ſhall rective according t0 bis works; The Righteous 
Deeds of Holy Men, being preſervedinthe Books of 
Scripture, may put us in mind of this other - Book: 
And the Honour which they have of beiag never for- 

WW gotten in this world, encourageth us to the like Ho- 

- WW ly and Juſt Actions, that we may be remembred in 

eworld.to come. 

| Theoph. God grant we may at laſt be remembred 

WH there, and then I ſhall little care, though the ſame 

WH Earth that covers my Body, bury my Memory al- 

| bo. Though yet the Honour of Livingin Sacred Wri- 

WH tivgs after Death, and of being made inſtrumental 
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toother Mens virtuous Deeds, and to the more come- 
ly performing of them, I acknowledge to be very 
great, And ſince God 1s pleaſed to make a Good 
Wy Name, and the Being, for Ages, Exemplary, to be 
| WH 2 Reward of awell-led Life, I will not blame Thoſe, 
Wl Why by rightly ordering their Lives, have an. Eye to 
WH lach a Reward. 7 
WH Embul. 1 am ſure we have agreat deal of Reaſon 
| to account it a Bleſſing, that: we have had ſo-many 
WI patterns of Virtue ſet us;;. by-which we are the bet- 
' WI cr capacitated for being Happy ourſelves, and be- 
I 12g alſo Examples unto others. | 
- i The Faith indeed of Abraban is thought by ſome 
» I to have been the more excellent, and even to have 
given him the Name of he Father of the. F aithfal, 
upon the -account that he had no pregeders. Ex- 
emple of anyones :Believing.in God; He a 7 
5 
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Ur of the Chaldees, where they were all Idolaters, 
But ſuppoſing this were fo; and that therefore 
our Faith cannor have the accompliſhment of Father 
Abrabams becauſe we have Him and many Others 
our Examples ; Yet our Condition, in our Faith, jy 
much the more ſure unto us than it would have been, 
ifwe had had none in whoſe ſteps we might tread, 
For who of us would have done as Abrabam did? 
We may therefore praiſe God, in that he hath cau- 
ſed us to be Born into the World after fo many ex. 
cellent Perſons, whoſe Examples may direct us fur. 
ther, than of our Selves we could have gone. And 
albeit we ſhall not have the Honour to receive 
others into our Boſome, when in Heaven, as Abraham 
doth; yet if we can the more eaſily have a place in 
by; and be our Selves, in ſome meaſure, Leaders 
of other Men thither, we ſhall have no reaſon to 
complain of any want of Happineſs; but a great 
deal of cauſe to rejoyce - that the way to Heaven 
was made fo plain; and that we had ſo many encou- 
ragements in it not to faint, And: with. reference 
unto this,. The Church hath piouſly ordered that we 
ſhould bleſs Gods H. Name, for all bis Servants de- 
parted this Life in bis Faith and Fear; Beſeeching him 
_ #0 give ws Grace ſoto follow their Examples, that with 
Them we may be partakers of bis Heavenly Kingdom,” 
Theoph. A great Eſteem and Love, Exbulus, we 
may have for the Examples of Holy Men; but it 
muſt at laſt Exd in the Efteem and Love of the Laws 
of Chriſt; which include in them all the Good that the 
beſt Examples of Menever have ſhewn, or can ſhew.. 
Eubalus, It muſt ſo, Theopbilms;, For all rhole. 
actions of Men and Women famous in their Gene- 
rations; The Practice of Righteouſneſs and Mercy; 
of Munificence and Liberality ; of Temperanceand 
Sobriety; ,of unfeigned Devotion and Piety towards 
God (all df which, every Man hath a Tongue to. 
Es praile,) 


 Livesof Good Men; though 
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praiſe, ) are but imperfect draughts of theſe Holy . 
Laws. I ſay, imperfet Draughts; Becauſe no Man 
(n Bleſſed Lord alone excepted, ) hathever yet ri- 
ento that height of Excellence, which they require, 
Very pleaſing they are,as we are repreſented in the 
30 they there are not unlike 
a Beautiful Face; drawn to great diſadvantage; and 
with many unbecoming Shades. But could we ſee 
them without failure, expreſt in the demeanor of any 
Man, and had Eyes clear enough to behold them 
we ſhould conkeſl, that they were a Sight roo good 
for Earth. 
, However, in the commendable actions of Men, 
with the imperfections of Mortality, if we would 
but reflet thus; to wit, The Conſtancy of thas Mar 


a pleaſant thing to behold : The Righteouſneſs 


of this Man is truely Comely ; Mercy and Goodneſs 
bere is a real Ornament to the Actor; Friendſhip 
and Kindneſs there, How amiable are they! The 
Flouriſhing of Society in Peace and Induſtry, and 
all publick Virtues ; The AﬀeCtions and Tenderneſs 
of Parents; The Submiſſion and Dutifulnefs of 
Children; The Dwelling of Brethren together in 
Unity ; And the Afﬀability and Uſefulneſs of Neigh- 
bors to each other ; Who is it can look upon'and 
not be highly pleaſed in them ? But all Theſe are 
nothing elſe but the Excellencies of the Laws of ouc 
Lord: And ſhall we not Reverence, ſhall we not 
Love them? If, I ſay, we would in the Laudable 


_ xtions of Men, though much diſtant from the Per- 
tetion of the Laws of Chriſt, often caſt our 


Thoughts upon thoſe Laws; acknowledging the 


Beauty 'to belong unto them, which in all thefe 


things is really derived from them; it would beno- 
more than a due: Expreſſion of Eſteem and Love- 


” 


_ towards them 3-and, at the beſt, much WW their 


Excellency, 


Meet 
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Meet therefore, ſurely it 18, when we have a 
Mind to doany t thin , and have an-Example of the 
i ſame ready in Sact Scripture, that 'we think not 
ourſelves preſently authoriz'd thereby to do it + 
Some actions, even of good Men, who are adw hap 
Py in Heayen, having not been always, nor -altok 
gether, Good. Let us make the Precepþts of the 
Goſpel to be our Touchſtone 3 amd,'by compating 
the Example with .the Rule, we ſhalt: quickly find 
whether it will hold good for ayer Praftice or ny, 
Chooſe we either thoſe Examples of Holy Writ; 
which ix the whole; or thoſe, which 3x ſome part F them, 
are the Image of a Divine Law z and thereupgn 
have a perpetual ReCtitude. | Yet, in theſe later, be 
ſure to avoid that part of the Example, which is 
tranfgreſlive of the Command. As for thoſe which 
had a Warrant only for the Time in which they 
were done, they lay no. more obligation upon us 
now, than Circumciſion and Sacrthces do; but are 
wholly to be ſhunn'd. And thoſe which the Laid 
of God is ſilent in, and which are therefore mer& 
Ty indifferent, we may juftly eſteem ourſelves no 
more bound by them, than we are to wear a Seam- 
leſs Coar; or to lye along every time we eat; ut 
leſs Human Lows ſhall, upon Prudential accounts, 
enjoyn the doing them. 

And then for other Examples, Theopbilus, not 
recorded in Scripture, They alſo are to be Exami- 
ned by the Rule. If in any thing they deviate from: 
the Kam of Chriſt, we are not to foſlow then; 
though they be grownthe Prafticeof Many : ; and of 
ſome who may ſeem to be more Underſtanding and 
Religious, than moſt of their Neighbors. Always 
bearing in mind, that the Beft have their Errors 
andFrailries z and that the moſt dangerous Errors 
in Religi e, for the moſt” part, if not always, 
uſherd in With Semblances of Holineſs more than” 

Ordinary 3 
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ordinary ; which to wiſe Men do often betray thern- 
ſelves by being over-atted, © 

But the Divine Laws are-in every reſpeCt ſincere 
2d perfect ; and will lead us into no paths but 
{ach as will undoubtedly bring us .unto Happineſs. 
They have no Intereſt to ſet up beſides the Glory © of 
God, atid the everlaſtin Welfare of Souls ! Afﬀid 
will bear the being ſearcl*dinto themſelyes, aswell 
as they require hier other things be proved by them, 
We may, through them, find out the failures :6f ma- 
ny ſpecious Actions, and Pretences 3 ; but may deſpair 
in any example to ſee thoſe Excellences, which are 
not 1n far greater meafures in Them. | 

And This, Theopbilw, 9s well as I could, 1 have 
anſwered your Requeſt. In the doing of which, 1 
cannot reaſonably be thought to have detratted any 
thing from Sacred Examples, by having made them 
wholly dependent on Sacred Laws. Were there ge- 
nerally a greater Caution uſed #x Thoſe, and a grea- 
ter Love ſhewed to Theſe, Men would walk more 
Surely Therhſelves, and Wore ſee-far better Copies 
unto Others. 

Theoph. 1 date ſay, norie of theſe Holy Men, 
who have left us their good Examples, would think 
thoſe good hood Rroanples injured by what you have ſaid: 
Since T ateſt Care, in them, was to obey God's 
Law: An Thee orcateſt Pleaſute, from them, was to 
havedone'it; + 

' This Four Kindneſs, Ezbulus, together with your 
other, ſhall, I hope, find that Eatertainment with 
me, which. you would wiſh : And, among the Vir. 
tues which. es: tend. to promote, will ſee that 
— and Gratitude ſhall not e wanting. 
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The Contents. 


' M Oncerning the Divine Law, as taken in 4 
4 larger Senſe. Of the Hiſtorical part F/ ; 
Scripture ; particularly of the Creation. All 
other Opinions concerning the Being of the 
World are cold and unaffedting. Of #he Fall 
of Man. It gives Light to many things; 
which otherwiſe we ſhould never have known 
the reaſon of. The ſad effects of our Fall are 
in great meaſure corretfed by God's Mercy, 
and made Comfortable tous. Many things in. 
the dark, and mingled with falfittes in profane 
Anthors, we may from hence more-clearly diſ- 
cern. Sacred Hiftory ſhews forth God's im- 
mediate Hand ; and plainly telts ws, that he. 


V 


puniſhed and rewarded, for ſuch. and ſuc 
reaſons. Of the Hiſtory o our Redempiinn. 
How wonderful it is; and what s Sacvedzeſs 
runs through all the Circumſtantes of off 
Lord*s Conception, Birth, Life, Death, Ke- 
ſurrefion, and Aſcenſion. *The great evi- 
dence of theſe things. Of the Prophetical 
part of Scripture. Eſpecially of thoſe Pro- 


phecies relating to our Bleſſed Saviour. Av. 
> Divine 
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Divine Truth u eminently ſeen inall of them ; 
ſo the quick and various workings of Provis- 
dence, for the fulfilling of ſome of them, are 
very delightful. The Prediftions of the 
Heathen Oracle: much different from theſe. 
The Sibyllin . Prophecies of ſſpetted Credit. 
Of the Adhortative part of Holy Writ. God 
hath uſed the moſt taking words for the pre- 
vailing with Men for Obedience. In the Gf 
pel there is nothing wanting, that may work 
upon the Soul of Man. Of the Devotional 
part of Sacred Scripture. It confſiſteth of 
ſuch Services as were fit for Men to pay unto 
their God and needed not Secreſte to ſhelter 
ther from au Honeſs Ear, or Chaſt Eye. 
Devotion taifed to a mnch greater perfe@1- 
on, by having our Lord and the Holy Spirit 
ſo #early concerned in it. Thoſe perſons quite 
m__ what they read in Sacred Scripture, 
who find 4 alcifiee cools without any re- 
ſpe@ to the Divine Law, properly as ſuch. 
What we are totbink of thoſe, who are conr- 
ſciengron/ly Obeddent to the Divine Law, but 
' yes find wot that Delight therein, which Earth- 
7 things do frequently give them; and who 

ereupon are very apt to interpret their Love 
#0. God's Precepss to be unſincere, and ſuch as 
will be rejedded. The great reaſonableneſs. 
and Benefit of Holy Meditstion. 
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CHEOPHIETUS.. 


Remember, Exbalus, that as by the Word Law 

you underſtood: the Preceptive Part of the 

Bible, ( which you have hitherto diſcourſed 

of ) ſo you. did not exclude from it, what 
ever elle is contained in Holy Writ. 


EVBULVS. 


YA Theophilus, we may in a larger Senſe un- 
derftand this alſo, And indeed fince all Scri- 
ptures have, ſome way or other, a reſpect to the 
Precepts thereof, therefore the Ward Law doth of- 
tentimes import the whole Scripture, as is manifeſt 
in theſe places. John 10. It is written in your LAW, 
T bave ſaid ye are Gods, And Cap. 12. We have beard 
out of the LAW, that Chriſt abideth for ever ; and 
Cap. 15. It is written in their LAW, they bated mt 
witbout a cauſe. All which places are not in the Lan 
properly ſocalled, but in the Pſalms. - And F doubt 
not, but as the Pſalms: are called in a larger Senſe 
Gods Law, ſo our Pſalmiſts, intheſe words, O hw 
" T Jove thy Law, meaneth all that God by Divineln- 
ſpiration hath cauſed to be written ; as well as the 
Law taken in the ſtricteſt fi enification. - 

' Theoph. Give me leaveto tell yon, that I look not 
npon - yoa to have done your task throughly, un- 
leſs you deal with the other. Parts of Holy Scriptu 
as you have done with that which is properly Pre- 

ceptive. 
' .” Exhel. There is the leſs need of this, becauſe if 
7 bas be excellent, and ayuable, inrelation to + 


he . 


— 
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the reſt: of the Bible, as being in order unto, and 
promotive of the Precepts there, (for ſo in reality 
it is, ) muſt be Excellent and: Amiable likewile ; 
whether it be, Hiftorical or Prophetick , Adhortative 
or Devetional.,, and to one or other of thelſe,) all 
(except what we have already difcours'd of, ) or, 
at leaſt, tbe moft of what the-Sacred Writings in- 
clude, is reducible. — 
Theopb, If you_ would be a little particular here- 
in, you would ſeem to me not to exceed the Bounds 
of your Difcourſe. Good Exbwulus, begin with the 
Hiftorical part of the Bible, which, for the grear 
things 1t containeth, and the Faithful account which 
it giveth, doth, whenever I read it, aftordme very 
great ſatisfaction. = a 0 
Eubul. That the accounts of things are Faithful, 
and Written with a deſign of Truth, the Holy 
Writers not ſparing themſelyes, but putting down 
their own faults, (as ſeveral of them in ſeveral pla- 
ces do,) Isa very great Evidence. Such an Integrity 
cannot but be Loved, where from Hiſtorians having 
leſs reſpeC&t to their own Reputatzon, than to the 
verity of things, a Man may be as well Gtisfied in 
his knowledge of the moſt Ancient Tunes, as he is 
In thoſe which he Lives in, and ſees with his Eyes, 
| Yea, ſuch Hiſtory may much the more engage 
his Love, when it gives him not merely the know- 
ledge of the firſt Times, -but ſuch a knowledge as, 
to a good Man, puts a Reliſh into Alt Times; and 
will make the years paſs more gratefully to the 
End of the World. 1 
Look we, Theophilus, upon the account of the 
Creation of the Warld, which we may be certain 
was Written by Gods Immediate Appointment and 
Inſpiration, for the exciting a due Fear and Love of 
Him ; 4,.e.. an Obedience to: his .Laws3 and what 
Delight: may we nat conceive therefrom? Whils 
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the iſe Men of the World have in vain ſonght, how 
this goodly Fabrick of the Heaven and Earth, came 
to be ſuch as it is; ſome of them affirming it to be 
from all Eternity, the ſame which we now ſee it ; 
others determining it to be from 2 lecky hit of Mater, 
caſually coming together into this Beauteous Form : 
Ve, amidſt their Errors, can pity them ; and the 
more enjoy the Truth , from the Ignorance and 
Darkneſs which theſe Searchers have been in. 

But as the knowledge of a Truth which they 
could not reach unto, may upon that ſcore be prized 
by us, ſo we may intermingle the greateſt Love with 
our Eſteem of it, becauſe it gives us ſuch a firm ſup- 

- port throughout our Lives. 

God who Created the World, did it not more to 
manifeſt his Power, than to expreſs his Goodneſs 
unto Men, whom he made to enjoy it, and to be 
ſerved by all things init. And how Cold and Unaf- 
fefirg are the Other Opinions in reſpect of this Trath! 
Were the World ſuch as it now 1s from all Eternity, 
altogether without a Deity. or withno Relation un- 
to one, (which is the opinion of ſome Atheiſtical 
Men,) it could not give us the pleaſure of thinking 
that 1t was the effe& of Divine Power and Love to 1s, 
Nay, were it Eternal by a neceſſary Effiux from the | 
Goodneſs of a Deity, which could not refrain from 
the thus exerting itſelf , (as the Platonifts hold,) 
where would be the Favour ? For that which cannot 
Poſlibly be otherwiſe layeth no Obligation upon us. 
And ſhould'the World have riſen merely by Chance, 
(as the Epicureans would have it,) there would this 
way alſo haye been the Toral abſence of Kindneſs. 
For what hath Chance to dp with Kindneſs , whoſe 
perfeCtion it is to have the Underſtanding and Wil 

_ along with it ? 

But now, in the Hiſtory of the Worlds Beginning, 
we can behold the Love and Beneficence of the Great 

Creator 3 
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Creator z and with Pleaſure can Contemplate Him, 
who makes his Goodneſs to be ſeen inevery thing, - 
though Himſelf be Inviſible, $6 great a Priviledge 
is1t to have the World fonnded in the Divine Power, 
Wiſdom, and Love, that one who knows thofe 
things, and is a Virtuous Petſon, would fot for 2 
I/orld that the World ſhould be without them. The 
Light would be & leſs pleaſanit thing to bebold, ſhould it 
not have been from Him who.is the Fountain of Light. 
And what pteafire would the Heavenly Bodies 
(whether thoſe which we tet fixed, or thoſe, which 
(as Cicero ſpeaks,) are Vocabulo non®% errantia, Pla- 
nets not it reality huts word only, ?7*Word by their 
. Motion and Influence, wete-tt:notfrom the Creators 
Order that they thus Move: om his Care of us 
that they thus thed their Influence. Could we-not. 
fay alfo concerning theſe Earthly Things, That Ma- 
wifold are thy Works, O Lord, in Wiſdom haſt thoy 
made them all; the Earth is full of thy Riches; And, 
even concerning ourſelves Itkewiſe, that Man was 
_ firſt formed by God, who breathed into him the Breath 
of Life; that, ever ſince, we have been fearfellly and 
wonderfully made;, and that in his Book are all onr 
Members Written ; both We and They ſhould loſe 
all our Excellence, For an Excellence wholly de- 
ſtitute of Wiſdom, wholly deſtitute of Love; would 
be an empty thing, yea a meer Contradi&ion. 

 Theoph, It muſt needs be yielded that ſuth Hiſtory 
1s Worthy to be Loved, on the Conſiderations you 
now mention'd; and one Conſideration motemaybe 
added; vis, That though there be i» ſome aktiene 
Aathors, ſome thingsnot altogether znlike to this Hi- 
ſtory, (they, in probability. having either feet” Mo- 
ſfesr's Writings ; and fo, ont of deſign mingled Fitti- 
ons with them, for the making an Opinion 6F their 
own ; or elſe heard an 1mperfett Relation'of them ; 
and ſo, giyen us only ſome faint refemblatices at 
. P 4 "I Full, 
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T ruth, though the beſt they onde a none ha 
them all do. give that baietation to a Religious 
Reader, which Afoſes doth. . He having been 
throughly inſtructed by the Creator himlelf for 
what he hath Written; and having given Confir- 
mation alſo of 1 its Truth by the Wonders which he 
wrought. 
_ -Ewbul. It is not difficult to conceive, why, though 
even by Nataral Reaſon it may be inferred, that the | 
World owed its Form and Faſhion to a Divine Po- 
er, there yet 1s ſuch a defective account of the Ori- 
gen of the Univerſe from the Philoſophers of Old. 
For they, hoy>yer qtherwiſe of good Knowledzc 
and great Induſtry, relying altogether on the Ex-, 
perience of the Works of Nature; in which hey 
ſaw that ſomthing was requiſite for the production 
of another thinz, could not 1magine (that great ex- 
preſſion of Omnipotence,) a Creation out of No. 
thing. But it is a great ſatisfaction to the Under- 
ſtanding to know that Nothing is too hard for God; 
and eel it is but meet to believe, that He who had 
Being and Life in himſelf from all Eternity, could 
be the Entire Author and Conſerver of Being and 
Life to all other things, And Moſes*'s Words, 
viz. God ſaid, let tbere be Light, and there was Light, 
and fo in other things of the World ) were Ex- 
preflions Worthy of his Almightineſs concerning 
whom they were ſpoken 3 as ſignifying it was no 
&ſfs eaſie to Him to make the world, than to ſpeak 
the Word. 
* That which in Sacred Story too quickly follows 
Mans being madeinſo happy a Condition, 'is hjs fal- 
ling from it by the Allurements of Satan. But ever 
This (though ſad to relate,) gives us light in many 
things, which otherwiſe we ſhould never have known 
the reaſon of. * As why the Earth is ſo much encline 
L Bryare, Thiftles, and Weed: : And why with ©. 
; much 
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much Lahour aud Sweat we mu(t Till it for our Bread. 
Why Men are naturally Prone to Evil; and arg 
ſo apt, againſt their Reaſon, to be led away. by 
their Paſſions and Luſts.. by Wamen, in ſo much 
Sorrow and Paix, do bring forth Children ; And why 
ell Men muſt Dye, and are allowed, in reſpect of ſome 
other Creatures, ſo ſhort a time to Live. | 
Theſe things are taught by this. Divine Book 
alone; and though there haye been among the Hea- 
:5cu Wiſe Men, who have complained of them, yet 
they knew not what to aſcribe them to, beſide 
either Hard Chance, or Hard Fate, Mankinds 
Zranſzreſſing of a moſt equal and eaſie Command, 
and the Corruption of our Nature thereupon, and the 
Miſeries and Death that tollowed as a Puniſhmens 
unto all, in that all had Sinned, being, .in Tract of 
Time, lo far forgotten, that (*tis probable ta. Con- 
jecture,) they would zever, by any of them, have 
been thought of more. 
_ But however this part of the Hiſtory (as was 
faid,) is fad to- Relate, yet that which - follows 
will give true cauſe of Comfort and Joy, For we 
are told, Th.t the Seed of the Woman ſhould break the 
Serpents Head. Through That, we are reſtored 
again to Gods Fayour 3 and from this early promilſe, 
I ſuppoſe, it is, that He is termed the Lamb that was 
flain from the Beginning of tbe World. 1tis through 
Him, that the Curſe upon the Ground is 10 great 
meaſure turned. into a Bleſſing. Bryars and Thorns 
we can make a Fence of, for the ſecuring the Frutts 
they would: Choke. No Noxious Creature, no Ve- 
nemous Herb, but is of Excellent »ſe for the Wel- 
fare of Man ; and even the Threatzing, of oupg Ea- 
| ting Bread in the Sweat of onr Brow, 1S No lels a Pro- 
miſe, that if we Labour God will give us food. 
Womans bringing forth Children in Pain and Sorrow 
Fay be undergon with Cheertfulnels, Bunce = 
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(and all Men alſo,) ſhall be ſaved in Child-Bearing, 
i. e. by a Child which was to be born of a Wenay. 
Death may Ceaſe to be Terrible to us, ſince of a 
Puniſhment it is made a Paſſage to a better Life, 
And the Shortneſs of our Lives ln Compariſon of the 
Lives of ſome other Creatures, need not be com- 
plain'd of z ſince this is the whole of their Living; 
of ozrs it is not: And a few years in this World, 
are, in Gods Sight, a ſufficient Probation for an 
Eternal Life elſewhere. And truly the Correption 
of our Nature may not deject us z ſince the Laws of 
our Lord (who is the Seed of the Woman,) being 
by a Divine Power ſet home upon our Hearts, 
will, unleſs it be our owy. faults, moſt certginly 
corre} it, We hence likewiſe are certified who 1s 
OUr zrreconcileable Enemy; how we are always to be 
aware of him ; and to ſuſpe& his Oxſers, though He 
be invifible to us : How yet,. we may have aſſurance 
againſt him, in that bis Head is Bruiſed ;, and, if we 
refit bins, be will fly from us. 

| Jt would be altogether endleſs ſhould I go about 
to remark all the Excellences of Sacred Hiſtory 
Which, who is it can throughly do? The var a 
tant Things hitherto ſpoken of , could not have 
Deen known without it; and therein it may claim 
'our Love; ſome other things in Profane Authors, 
which are in the Dark and mingled with Fallſities, 
we, fromthence, may with a clearer Light diſcern: 
And herein likewiſe it may call for Reſpect as due 
from us unto it. I will inſtance in few of many, 
Mans being ſaid, by Plato in his Phedyo, to be at 
the firſt 4rJp5-ves, of both Sexes, and afterwards 
to be cleaved in two, doth ſomthing reſemble Eve's 
bting taken' out of Adam. Heſfiod's Pandora wha 
brought all ſorts of Evil «pon Mankind, bears ſome 
Analogy with our firſt Mother's being the Author of 
our. Fall and Miſery. Niobe”s being turned inta 
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Stone from Sorrow . for the Deſtru&tion of hep 
Children, may not amifs be referred 29 Lot?s wife, 
who looking behind her , contrary to Gods Com- 
mand, to fee what became of Sodom, Where her 
Kinsfolks (and not improbable fome of her Chil- 
dren ,) Were left, became a Pillar of Sale. Arid 
Nifu" s$ Hair we may, with ſome allowances, derive 
from Sampfor : Theſe being in all probability the 
real Truths of thoſe Fables. And who will doubt 
but the-reputed Sacredneſs of an Helicon aud Py- 
rege, and whe Rapturons Vein faid to be, by them 
conferred, did ariſe from the Well of Beer at 
which the "Children of 1/raet in an infpired manner 
Sung ; Re up, O Well; Sing ye unto it: The 
Princes ed, Sc. Numb. 21. The ſame may be 


faid of eral Rites ufed by the Heathens in their 
Tomplee — Sacrifices 3 which it is more than likely 
were fetched from Gods Service preſcribed to the 


Hebrews : Nor this, as we may juſtly think, with- 
out the Craft of the Devil; who endeavours to lef= 
fen the Honour, which from them was to accrue unto 
God, b making them in other places to belong un- 
to him elf. 

We further, Theophilus, may fay this of the Old 
Teſtament Hiftory : That the larger Lines of it do 
evidently fhew forth Gods immediate Haxd, either 
In Juſtice or in Mercy 3 and plainly tell us that He 
puniſhed or rewarded for ſach or ſach Reafons. 
Thus the Deſtrattion of the World by I ater was be- 
cauſe the Farth was Corrupt before God, and filled 
with Violence, And the Favivg of Nodh and bis F a- 
mily, was becauſe. Him God had ſcen Righteous be- 
fore him in that Generation, The like was there in 
the overthrow of Sod ;, and the preſerving of Juſt 
Loe. Thus alfo in the affairs of Abraham aud bis 
Seed, the things of preater note leave us4mot to in- 
2 64 donbrfuly: whether It Was @ Chance that hap- 


© may 
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.Pened unto them, or was Gods manifeſt Power and 
Providence. - And truly there are ſuch Contrivances 
from the Divine Wiſdom in the managing and carry- 
ing on ſome particulars of this Hiſtory, as if the 
Holy Ghoſt had deſign'd by the moſt artful, and 
ſurprizing Methods to engage our Aﬀections, And 
- when we read them we mult be very incredulous, or 
very heedleſs, if our Fear of Gqd, our Traft in him, 
and other ſuch like Graces, be not ſtirred up, and 
exerciſed within ys. It is impoſſible, a good Man 
ſhould be taken with any Hiſtory, ſo much as with this : 
Since by heing Converſant in it, he doth not only, 
as it were, Live inthoſe Times, with thoſe Perſons who 
were dear unto God; but doth likewiſe before hand 
become their Friend -and Intimate, with whom he 
hopes to Live for ever, in -tbat City which bath Foun- 
dations, whoſe Builder and Maker is Ged. _ 
Theoph. | would not that the pleafure, (though 
great it be,) which you have excited in me from the 
Hiſtory of the 014 Teftament, ſhould make me forget 
thatof the New, Dear, Exkulws, let not that paſs 
without fome Remarks from you alſo. OG 
Eubul. There cannot be in the whole World what 
may- more delervedly engage-our Love than That. 
And what we have hitherto been ſpeaking, though 
© -1t be very taking, is yet much the more ſo, becauſe 
} a great dealof ithath a more Spiritual meaning ; and 
* 1s In Order to the Hiftory of our Redemption. 
The Genealogies in the Old Law were of Ci- 
vil uſe to the Jews, in more reſpects than one, Rut 
they may chiefly.ſeem, by the Providence of God, 
to beſo exaCtly Regiſtred and Preſerved, that the. 
Race of the Meſfias, when he ſhould come, ſhould not 
be «unknown and confuſed. And yet whocan declare 
his Generation? $0 ſurpaſſing all others is it, how 
Glorious ſgever, _ 


THE 
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Womb of a Pure Virgin, by the Power of the Higheſt 
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The Chief Matter 'of the Goſpel Story is the Re- 
demption of the world, by the Son of God's ſuffering 
in our ſtead; undergoing his Fathers wrath, that 
we might be partakers of his Love, And how de- 
lightful may ſach Hiſtory be to us! From the 
depth of Bondage aflll Miſery, to. be aſſerted (into 
the liberty of the Sons of God, and made capabie, up- 
on moſt excellent Terms, of everlaſting Happineſs, 
how may it affect us! . 

Our Redemption ir ſelf is a thing Divinely 
Great, But the Method of accompliſhing it, Who 
can ſufficiently admire ? : E 

Though the Son of God, who was to work this 
mighty Favour for us, from all Eternity, as, and, 
to all Eternity, will be, God the Bleſſed ;, as far in his 
Godbead from being puniſhable for ſinful Men, as'Mer 
in their ſins are from being acceptable to a Fuft and 
Holy God ; yet there is a way found out-for him to 
undergo Pain and Pxniſhment in our ſtead, God the: 
Father hath prepared for bim a Body, and, by his own 
uniting it with the Divine Nature, he can both Suffer 
and Dye. And in his being capacitared thus to do, 
Chrilt is, by way of Eminence, the Wiſdom of God ; 
as Np the deepeſt Conceptions of Men or An- 
SEB8. 
| Neither may his Hiſtory in other - Circumſtances, 
of his Coming #19, Continuancein, and Leaving of, 
the World, lefs prevail apon us,for an H ol Admi- 
ration and Delight. 

Highly wonderful was his Conception within the 


overſhadowing ber. And his Barth, from th: multi- 
inde of the Heavenly Hoſt praiſing God, from the 
Star's, being Created onpurpoſe for the leading the 
wiſe Men from afar to worſhip him Shew - forth an 
Holy Lamp, and Splendor, order'd by Wiſdom -from 
above, as a Peculiar #-Fim alone, of all that ever 
were born into the World, One 
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| Wiſdomand Love ſeen, thanin thoſe things which 


| put down from their Seat. 
of the Bleſſed Virgins Praiſing 


Shepherd; ;, and they were direted to the place 
whers the young Child wass But had the Angels 10. 


Onething more is very appolite to the Hiſtory of 
his Birth: .Thart it was 1n a Time of Peace over all 
the World. The Temple of Janus at Rome was ſhut : 
And no noiſe of War diſturb'd the Nations; This 
was the Hand of God, that He, who was ſtyled the 
Prince of Peace, ſhould then WW born, when Peace 


_ was upon Earth, Eſpecially, lincethe Laws he was 


to give, were not to make their way by Force and 
Arms , but were calmly tobe weigltd ; and for their 
Reaſonableneſs and Excellence to hind entertain- 
ment in the World, 

Theoph. But there were ſome Circumſtances in his 
Birth, which were as remarkable for their Aeauncſs, 
as theſe you have mention'd were for their Greatweſz. 
Such were his Mothers being of Low Degree; Her 
bringing forth her Son ina Stable ,, And the Firſt Meſ- 
ſage of his Birth being made known to Sbepber : 
All of which may ſeem unworthy of lus Perſon, as 
they are much'of a different plece from what you 
but now ſpake. 

 Ewbul. Yetin them all, Theophil, there is no lets 


were Splendid and Glorious. 

What if the Bleſſed Virgin was not great in the 
World, She yet was of a very Creditable Stock; of. 
no meaner an one than that of David. She yet wasof 
Spotleſs Tunocence, and of Great Piety z which ar 
in his Eyes, who ſeth not as men ſee, of the greatelt. 
Price, and far beyond outward Grandeur. Sxcb 
Hiemble ones God will exalt, while the mighty ſhall be 


And this was the Matter 

of God, and rej oy- 
cing in him ; and will be the-Praiſe and Joy oft E 
Meek and Lowly for ever. . 


His Birth was indeed at firſt made known unto 
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Maven, 
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Heaven, and the Great ones on Earth been his an- 
ly Attendants, the meaner ſort of Men might have 
been diſcourag?d ;, as thinking that the Benefit of a 
Saviour was only, or chiefly there, where State and 
Greatneſs made way for it. But now, Meaner Per- 
ſons, ſo they be Harmleſs and Induſtrious, ( as theſe 
Shepherds, {a their Calling, and their keeping 
Watch with their Flocks by night, appear to have 
been ) areſhew?d to be no leſs dear unto God, than 
thoſe of higher Rank. 

And Laſtly, his being Borz iz @ Stable, and laid 
ina Manger, doth mamfeſt alſo that He was zraly 
Man: Which would not have been ſo ihroughly 
diſcerned, had all things been gf the more /p{eydid 
fart. For where there is nothing but Grandeus and 
State, Menſeem to themſelves zo be, and are permit- 
ted by God to hecalled more than Men, I bave ſaid 
ye are Gods, But the being of Human Race 1s ne- 
ver queſtion®d where the Condition and Circumftan- 
ces are Low. The things then that are meanefT in 
our Saviour?s Birth, afford us'as much cauſe of Re- 
joyeing, as thoſe that are higheſt, Let a_Jew call 
our Sayiour Mean ; we will not: account 1t our Re- 

roach; becauſe he thereby acknowledgeth Him to 

a Many which we ſhall always eſteem our ' Ho- 
nour : We hereby are ſo pleaſed with the Jow Con- 
dition of his Mother ; the poor place of his Birth; 
and the inferior Attendents about him ; that we preiſe 
bis Name for them; as being great allurances of qur 
latereſt in him. 0, - 

| If in bis Life we read his Infant-Obedience to the 
Law; in being Ciroumciſed ; of bis ſitting in the Tem- 
ple with tbe DoGors , Hearing, and arking them ©nue- 
flions, If bis Baptiſm and Solemn Vndion after It.to 
his. Qtfiee, y the Haly Ghoſ?”s deſcent upon: himbke 
a Dave, and the Foice from Heaven: If los Temp: 
te:on in the Wildernels, and his Carguef over t 
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Devil therein; What pleaſurable Efitertdinment is 

thcre for Holy Thoughts! And whethet we find him 
Curizz Diſtaſes ;, Caſting out Devils; Feeding Mylti- 
tredes with a Miracle, Laying Commend on the Wind 
and Sea; and Raiſing che Dead : Or whether we read 
him pablickly Traching, or privately Inſtratting z Pray? 
Ing 1n Secret unto God; or appearing Gloriowſly in his 
Trausfiguration ; How diverſly may we be atfected, 


o 


yet every way with Delight! | 
Yea, if we look towards his Leavingof the World; 
when, 1n the Garden, be Seat, as it were, great 
drops of Blood, under thoſe Sins which in a Garden 
belt took Birth; If we conſider his bitter Croſs and 
Paſſion ; the Reproaches amidſt his Tormefits; and the 
Death that followed them ; though we Sympazbize 
with him, we yet cannot but /ove the Story. - For 
herein, the wonderful work of our Redemption is 
compleated. Here we ſee a Sacrifice of more worth 
thana World ; propitiatory for the Sins of all Mar- - 
kind. Betavuſe, as Manhood was intimately con- 
joyned with the Godhead, and made one Perſon, He 
- was Infinite who ſuffer?d ; and fo paid our Price nt 
a ſhort Time, which we ourSelves could not have 
done, but by an Eternity of Torments. LG 
,* If we read on, and accompany our Lord #o*bit 
Grave, we ſhall find him after a ſhameful Death, 
to be Honourably Buried; wrapped In fixe Linnen 
with Spices; and laid in a Sepulchre, in which never 
| before was laid, And it may aft us with a ſecret 
Pleaſure, to ſee Him, who was Conceiv*d within a 
Vrpin's Womb, where no one Conceiv*d in Sin had 
betore lain, to be Banried, as it were, in a Virgin 
| -- 29h where no ſinful Man*s Body had ever beet 
* But what Joy may his Reſurre#or7 ſtir - vÞ-in us,- 
afcer ſuch endeayours to ſecure his Body, if poſſible, 
from Rifing; and, when Riſen, to ſille the TI0Y 
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of its being ſo. It cannat but delight us to read of 
Angels deicending from Heayen, to rowl away the 
Stone before the Sepulchre and to attend upon our 
Lord in his leaving his Grave. And it may almoſt be a 
pleaiant doubt, whether cheerethus the more, theix 
ſo kindly ſpeaking to our Lords Friends, that Theſe 
went away, though with ſome fear, yet with great 
Foy; or their terrifying the inſolent Keepers, that. 
through Fear Thoſe ſhook, and became as Dead Men. 
If we are taken with Splexdor, we have It in the An- 
gels appearance In Raiment white as Snow ;, And al- 
ſo 1nthe Reſurredion of many Saints; who, afier their 
Saviour had left his Grave, came out of theirs, and 
went into the Holy City; and appeared unto many. If 
Love and Kindneſs pleaſe us, we have our Lord's 
frequent ſhewing himſelf to his Diſciples, after his 
Riſing : And though a Crown was ready for him in 
the Heayens, He yet cannot quickly leave Thoſe, 
who once had left all and followed lim ; but conti- 
nues among them Forty days, ſpeaking of the things 
pertaining to the Kingdom of God. | 

Theſe great and delightful things are ſucceeded 
by His Aſcenſion into Heaven ; which 1s truly Great, 
and highly pleaſant toa Religious Soul ; Whether 
we conſider the Cloud of Angels which received him : 
The Powers «f Darkneſs which he led Captive ; or 
the ieftimable Gifts which he gave through the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt : Gifts, which were worthy of him; and 
Inch, as no one elſe could beſtow. And, what eſpe- 
cially concerneth us, Our Nature, which was Created 
[wer than the Angels, is in Him Exalted far above 
them, And to our Joy alſo we rcad, That He | 
zONe to prepare Manſiors tor us, I hat wh:re He i, 
there we may be als. ; 

This ſure, if any-thing in the World can entitle 
Hiſtory tothe greateſt Dove, may well entitle this 
to Ours, | 
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Abuhdanck more theres is in the New Teſtament, 
which I ſhall-not now infiſf dn, though it be exceed- 
ing Delightful. I thought good ro recount that 
which more. immediately related to our Redeem-: 
er ; becauſe it is of ſuch unſpeakable Value unto us. 

Theoph. In the particulars which you have given 
of it, 1 have more than once thought of the words 
of Sencca. Cum Sextinm lego, libet omnes caſts pro- 
2:care, I/hen I read Sextins's Book, I could even Chal- 
| lenge Fortune to do ber Worſt. | have an Antidote 
there, grcater than all her Miſchiets, What was 
height o Expreſſion. concerning Sextiu*s Philoſo- 
Phy,is no more than Truth ifapplied to this Hiſtory, 
When 014 Simeon had taken our Saviour into his 
Arms, it was in good earneſt that he ſaid, Lord, now 
lettejt þ Hom thy Servant depart in Peace according to thy 
Ward :, for mine Eyes have ſeen thy Salvation, The 
World hath nothing worthy my Eye or Thought, 

[cer ſuch 2n ineſtimable Favour. And, truly, when 
a Ty an, witi: a right frame of Soul, reads theſe 
things, what can his Heart deſire more ? How much 
may he bt above all MONEY Joys! How much above 
all ordinary Griefs ! 

And yet, Enbulus, how much ſoever theſe great 
things tend to the compoſi ing of all irregular Paſſions 
1Nn me, I cannot forbear the being very much diſturb- 
ed, when I conſid<:, there are ſome who Ih upon all 
theſe things as impojiure;, and bave endeavour*d L beat 
them d wn as ſuch. Surely were there no. other 
Proo:s, the Sacrednueſy and Love, which all along 
breath in them, might ſhew them to be of higher 
Original, than what Deceit could reach unto. And 
could an underſtanding \1an be tempted to doubt of 
their Truth, yet, methinks, they ſhould lo far pre- 
vail upon him, as the leſs to care whether any thing 
elle Were true or not. 


» 
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and of Diſobedience thereunto. 221 

Ezbul. But God be thanked, Theophilus, we have 

| the greateſt proofs of theſe Things, for the Conhir- 
mation of our Faith; and for its, and our Defence, 
againſt all the Oppoſitions of Unbelievers; and the 
Carnal Reaſonings of the World. 

Why ſhould the Evangeliſts and Apolttes go about 
to be the World in things of ſo great Impor- 
tance ? Their whole deſign in making known' the 
Goſpel was, fo far as can be diſcerned, none other 
than that Mankind ſhould through it be happy. 
And what injury had the whole World done then, 
that they ſhould in.a matter which ſo highly-con- 
cerned it, impoſe thus nook, as they needs muſt 
have done, had they oy en abſolutely fure of what 
they declared ? 

Untruths, for the - part, look at the intereſt 
of the ſpreaders of them; "Tn are always of aleſs 
extent ; confin'd to certain Perſons, or Places:'or 
Times z andare not ſich as ſhall reſpect all Perſons, 
Places, and Times, ſo long as the World-ſfhatl er 
dure, (as theſe things manifeſtly. do,) unlefs.there 
ſhall be a mt Envious aud Evil Nature ;, of an in- 
ordinate deſign of Prafſſe or Profit in the Inventors. 

But neither of theſe can be thought to have 'been 
in Thoſe, who firſt publiſhed theſe things. 

Not an Enviow and Evil Nature; for who out'of 
| Envy would publiſh fach things as all Wiſe-and Seri- 
ous Men would wiſh ſhould be true, 1f really they 
were not ſo? Who, out of Evil Nature would weite 
and declare Laws.to the World, that ſhould beget 
and propagate the greateſt Sweetneſs of Temper? 
An happy efied. of -Envy it would be, to ſhew the 
Unſpeakable Love of God unto- us; and to inftrut 
us in ſuch a pureneſs of Devetion rowards him, as 
becomes Creatures of Rational Souls to exerciſe-to- 
wards their Creator, and infinicely Loving Father, 
Toinſtruct us alfo in ſuch an Amiableneſs of De- 
Q 2 * Portment 
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ortment towards Men, as ſhall ſhew that they are 

Foarrily loved by us. Theſe things cannot be the 

Deſign of an Envious and.Evil Nature. 

' © No, or yet of wordly Praiſe or Profit. Not of Pro- 
fit, for they taught the way of being Rich towards 
God : Of laying up of Treaſures in Heaven ; which 

was the refuſing the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, by 

_ giving Almsto the Poor, and forſaking Houſes and 

Lands for the Sake or Chriſt, _ 

© Neither were theſe Politick Precepts to Teach Men 

to deſpiſe theſe things, that the Teachers them- 

ſelves might be the-more enriched þy tnem ; for 

They, by their own Example no leſs than by Pre- 

cepts, had ſhewed that thoſe wordly things were 

meanly to be accounted of Þ They forſook, all and fol- 
lowed Chrit,  '  - DO 

'- And urely they did altogether as little deſign 

Praiſe to themſelves; for all' which they faid or did, 

they ſpake and acted far the Glory of God. The 

Phariſees they Condemned for looking after the Praife 

of Men, Matih, 6, And others they infixed a Note of 

Diſcredit upon, for Loviag' the Praiſe of Men more 

than the Praiſe of God. They#wrote down Precepts 

for the avoiding of applauſe in our good actions 
yea ſo far were they from the ſeeking after Praiſe 
themſelves that chey Regiſtred their own, and Com- 
panions Fallings. At the Betraying of Jeſus, all his 

Diſciples cowardly forſook him and fled, Matth. 26. 
And this is writ by oze who himſelf forſook, bim and 
fled as well as the reſt. : And St. Peter's denying of 
his Maſter, is at large d-\{cribed by St. Mark, who 

was his Intimate' and Friend, ' And' the whole 18 | 

approved of by St. Peter, who had the viewing of 

St. Mark's Writings; and (as 1s thought by ſome,) 

did didtate the Matter of them. 


From 


and of Diſobediente Hovellmts: 229 
From theſe conſiderations, there is no reaſon to 


think, that the Peamen of the New Teſtament wrote 


Falſhoods, or things that they did not throughly 
know to be true... 

Add to theſe the unlikely hood, that Poor Fiſher- 
men (for ſuch the Diſciples as to the greater part 
were, and tHÞ reſt not much' better,) cold raiſe 
ſuch a Story of their own Heads; ſo agreeable to 
the PrediCtions of the Old Teſtament, and yet 
falſe ; or that they would have done it, ſo contrary 
tO the expecation of the Jews; and to their own 
ea alſo, a little before: Who thought of 
nothing more than of a Meſſias, who as a King 
ſhould deliver them trom their Earthly Enemies; 
_ Eſpecially, when Indignities; Reproaches, loſs of 
all Comforts, yea- of Life ieſetf fell upon them fot 
what they Atteſted ; and might have been gvyoided 
by their Silence, or denying it; 

Such- Evils might indeed terrifie T ah, and-rens 
der it forſaken; but that they ſhould encourage Pp 
Ons thing, and Bear ap Mens Spirits for the ſpread- 

ng of a Lye, who is it can imagine? Cettainly no 

all can with any ſhew of Reaſon do it : Who 
ſhall yer further conſider, that none could poſlibly 
be greater encouragers of Speaking Truth than the 


Apoſtles were in all their Writings ; nor greater . 


Enemies toJfalfe Speaking than Thiey. For they 
forbid it under pain of Eternal Damnation. No- 
thing muſt enter into. the New Feruſalem which: maketh 
a Lye: And all who do ſo muſt have their part in the 
Lake that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone:;, which is 
the Second Death, . © 

 Theſeare ſome of thoſe many proofs, which con- 
firm. the Truth of Scripture Story ; and whoeyer is 
willing; notwithſtanding ſuch Rational-Evidence, 0 
dicbelieve it, is, I doubt, of ſuch. ill en an 
Morals; that it is his intereſt ſuch Hiſtory ſhould not. 
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be true, Forthen there would be no Hell after this 
Lifez which, ſhould there be one, he isconſcious to 
himſelf, would be very hotto Him. 


Theoph. He would deſerve it ſhould be ſo. And 
none will be forward ro pity bis Miſery, who ſhall 


thus ſrt bis Tre upon the meſſagegt his Happi- 
nels, 


But, Enbulis, the Prophetick part of Scripturs 
15 next to have your Eye. 


Eubal, The Prophetick 1s, 1n its way, Hiſtori- 
cal alſo, different only in this; Flſtorical tells you 
what hath been ; Prophetick tel}s you what will be : 
and. if it be fulfilled long ſince; andwritten, 1t paſ- 
ſeth into a more ſurprizing fort of Hiſtory, We 
are much delightedin the account of former Times; 
and not leſs deſirous to know what wilt be in future; 
And when that which hath been prediCted, cometh 
exa(tly ſo to paſs, we are the more taken with it, 
oy the Times to. come more properly belong 
nnto God ; and we look upon it as his immediate 
Hand, if any thing be thus Sake know. , And hence 
It Is, "that whatſoever hath the naine of a Pro- 
phecie., needeth nothing elſe to gainattention, and 
. to ſet itlelf off amongſt the vulgar: who, in this 
reſpect, could the leſs be found fault with, were 
they not too forward to look upon every idle Prog- 
noſtication as a Prophecie; till at laſt they ſee the 
things to be falſe, and themſelves to be ridiculons 
from their Credulity, 

But if ordinary, ſhort liv'd Predictions ſhall be 
thus attended unto, with what delight may thoſe be 
entertain?d, which were of greater note z and which 
God hath ordained as a part of Holy Writ, to be 
Monuments of his Preſcience to all Generations! 
1 will inſtance only in thoſe Prophecies which Te- 

{pected onr Bleiled Saviour: ſo long before his co- 
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ming 3 which may wonderfully delights, in the CX= 
ceeding exactneſs of their being fulfilled, 

What Heart will 'not be afftted that reads the 
Prophecte of Eſay c. 9. {0 very exprefs concerning 
our- Lord ?. He peaks of Him in it, as if he were 
already come, .To. us a Ghild # Born ; tous aSon 
is given.: Highly pertinent to him, ix wwbonk th; pro- 
miſes are + Yea aud Amen; and through whom God 
calleth thaſe things that are not .as though they were, In 
which alſo,.there is a ſtrange Propriety of Expreſ= 7 
lion, as to his Nature. To ws a Child is Born; as . 
Man, he could be ſo; tO us a Son is given 3 as he was. 
God, he could only be Given and mot Borg. 

The Time of our Lords Coming, 1o-rightly an- 
ſwering to the, weeks of Dauiel, ( according to which 
alſo the Jews expected the Coming of the Meſtas, 
gbour the Time our Redeemer came) may well 
be our delight; and the more, becauſe the wicked 
Jews, ſeeing Daniel to ſtand the Chriſtians in fo 
much ſtead by: his Prophecies, have, ſince that time; 
made a new. diviſion of their Law into Prophetas, 
and Hagiographos ; and have excluded Him from 
the number of Prophets; and given him none of the 
higheſt places among the others ; whom they made 
to be of a lower Rank than the Prophets were. 

Theſe Prophecies, Behold a Virgin ſhall bring forth 
a, Son; Elai. 7.14. And the Lord hath created a new 
#hing in the ys a Woman ſhall compaſs a Man, Jer. } 
31. 22. How pleaſant are they to the Underſtand- 
ing , when we,read them fulfilled in our Lords, : 
being conceived of the Holy : and born of a Vir- 
gin Mother ? + , 4 
And truly the .Prediftion Micab 5. 2. Of his be- 
ing born at Bethleem, may move us with a more 
than , ordinary. delight, when we conſider how 
ſtrangely God's Providence was engaged. for the * 
I it. All that Taxing which was laid upon |? 
Q 4 the IJ 
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the Jewifh Nation by Auguſtus ; and which requi- 
red every one tO repair to his own City to be Tax- 
ed, may appear in a ſpecial mariner to be orJer?d 
by. God, for the bringing Mary unto Bethl-em, to 
be delivered of her Son. It was a great 'way rhat 
Joſeph and Mary were to got, From N zareth in 
Galile, to the City of David in Fudea ;, And-it night 
ſeem ill to have hapned unto Mary, at a time when 
her Condition rather required Reſt, than was fit 
for ſo great a Journey; and this too'( as 18 not. 
improbable ) 1n the depth of Winter. But God 
ſomtimes is accompliſhing his own Will, and great 
things for us, when Affairs appear to be croſs and 
unhappy. Yea, and can order the Councils of Prin- 
ces, atagreat diſtance from them, to carry on theſe 
Deſi 12nS, Which He in his Providence hath laid; but 
whichnever entred their Hearts to imagine, And ſo 
It is here, Weſee no means how Mary ſhould have 
been at B-thleem, delivered of her Son there, had 
not the Taxation at that very Time been enjoyn'd. 
Which may ſhew that She and Foſeph had no 
Thoughts of fulfilling a Prophecy by thelr journey 
thither. But hence it was, that the Son of David 
was-birn in the City of David 3, and Divine Wiſdom, 
had ordered. that of this /1an it ſhould be ſaid, He 
was Born there. 

If we look to thoſe Prophecies which were of 
our Lord*s Suffering and Death, they are ſuch as 
_ may giveus a great deal of ſatisfaction in a Cruci- 
fied Saviour, Thar of Eſai is very exprels, in Chap, 
563. He is deſpiſed and rejefied of Men, a Man of 
Sorrows, and acquainted wa Grief. He bath born our 
Griefs, and carried our Sorrows. He was wounded for 
our Tranſgreſſions , He was bruiſed for our iniquities. 
How exactly 1s his Picture, as it were, drawn by 
this Prophet? and how pleaſed mey we be with 
#»e Likeneſs, though it repreſents him in Grief and 
Sorrow ? 
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| Sorrows ? So likewiſe in Daniel, Chap. 9. 26, Af- 
ter ſixty two Weeks ſhall the Meſſias be cut off, but not 
for himſelf. Which things are alſo a good and juſt 
interpretation of our, Lord's Behaviour under his 
Sufferings. For ſhould he not have ſuffered ix owr 
ftead, but died only as our Example, and as a Teſti- 
mony of the Truth of his Dofirine, (as Socino and his 
Followers would have it,) ſome things (I ſpeak it 
reverently,) would not have born a good Colour, . 
nor at all have been reconcileable to that Perfection 
which we muſt own to be in our Lord. I will n- 
ſtance in one, and that 1s, bis Swegat.in the Garden. 
Conſider this without the thoughts of his dying for 
our Sins, and ſay whether 1t betrays not too great a 
fear of Death; whether there may not ſeem to have - 
been preater Inſtances of undaupted Courage from ſome 
Heathen Heroes, and from ſome who have born the 
Name of Chriſtians, than from Chriſt himſelf. That 
He ſhould be ſo much concern'd at a ſingle Death, 
when he knew he died for an Example to others of 
not fearing Death upon a good occaſion,, what trom 
theſe Mens Opinions can-we think of it?. 


But then, when we conſid@ that He was wounded 
for our Tranſgreſſions ;, that he ſtruggled with the 
Wrath of God which was due to all Men, and was 
never to have end; that be trod the Wine-preſs alone, 
and none was with bim; The uncommonaeſs of his 
Sweat (which was as great drops of Blood,) may 
lhew forth the greatneſs of the Burthen that was laid 
upon him ; and may make us to wonder at the Power 
that could at all bear up under fach Preſlures . but, 
by no means, to accuſe him of Timorouſneſs, be- 
cauſe his Garments are thus died with Blood. So great 
and reverend is that Aftion (or Paſſion rather,) of 
our Lord with reſpect to his Suffering in our ſtead, 
which otherwiſe will require a good: Invention: to: 
make 1t appear not niean, 
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Add to this, that Expreſſion of his, My God, my 
God, why baft thou forſaken me * Had he died only 
tor an Example unto ns, and a Conirmation of the 
Truth of what he declared, why ſnonld he thus have 
cried ont? Should we onrſelves be callcd to die for 
our Holy Religion, I cannot fay that we might law: 
tullythus cry unto.God : We ought rather to ſubmit 
unto his Will, with hopes that he had not forſaken 
us, Somthing elſe they muſt be the caule of theſe 
his words ; viz. The- pouring out of the. full Y;al:s 
of Gods Wrath upon Him, as upon one that bare the 
Iniquitres of ws all, And this will render his words 
mighly appoſite unto, and expreſſive of, his Paſſion, 
which otherwiſe might ſeem beyond it. 
., $So that though we are to conceive of our 
Lord's Death as an Example unto ns, ( for he # ſaid 
zo ſuffer for ws., leaving ns an Example, that we ſhoul 
fellow his fteps,) yet as in his Life there are ſome 
things above an Example, ſo in bis Death likewile 
there are, which are placed b2y9nd our Imitation, We 
may imitate his Meekneſs and Patience, and Love to 
Mankind 3 but the height of his Sufferings for the 
Sins of the World w& cannot. And 'ſome Expreſ-' 
ſions betokening the Greatneſs of his Paſſion, whe- 
ther from his Words or Bloody Sweat, muſt ſtand 
alone, as highly agreeable to the-State of his Ago- 
ny, but not ſo fit for any beſides Himſelf. 

Thus amiable are theſe Prophecies'to the Confi- 
derateReader ; not only in ſo exactly foretelling his 
_ Sufferings and Death, and thereby vindicating the 
'Honour of our Religion againſt the Jews who up- 
braid us with theſe his'Sufferings and Death ;, but 
allo in ſhewing forth a true Beauty in+ the now- 
mentron*d Deportment/ of our Saviour, which ail 
horrid Opinion of ſome, who call themfelves Chri- 
ſtians, doth tend to make very unbecoming. = 


| Not 


and of Diſobedience thereunto. | 235 


Nor may the Prophecies of the manner of his 
Death be leſs ſatisfaftory unto us ; - to wit, They 
pierced my Hands and my Feet, Pal. 22.17. ' And 
Zach. 12.10. They hall look upon me whom they bave 
pierced. For how rightly are theſe fulfilled in his 
ſuffering the Roman Crucifixion ! the Jews having 
no ſort of Puniſhment, in which the Undergoers 
were thus pierced, And this Death being inflicted 
by the Roman Power, directs us to the Satisfattion 
of another Prophecy; viz. The Scepter ſhall nvt de- 
part from Fudah till Shiloh come. But the Power of . 
Life and' Death (which is the moſt proper Signifi- 
cation of Scepter,) being wholly taken from the 
Jews, and exerciſed in F#dea by the Romans, may 
ſhew that the Meſſizs was come before, according to 
that Prophecy. And very remarkable it 1s, that 
thongh Ferwuſalem , before our Lord's Birth, was 
Conquered by Pompey the Great, yet throughout 
the Life of Hircanw the High Prieſt, the Reign of. 
Herod the Great, and Archelaus his -Son, the Jews 
did Rule by their own Laws; and ſo, the Scepter 
was not departed from Judah ; at the coming of 
our Lord into the World. 
I will mention only one Prophecy more, which 
from the unexpeied Methods, and the quick, and va- 
rious Workings of Providence, may be very delight- 
ful ; and that is the Prophecy of Eſai concerning 
his Burial, Chap. 53. He made his Grave with the 
' Rich in his Death, But how ſhall this be? *' For the 
Cuſtom of the Romans required that He and the 
other Two ſhould continue on the Croſs, 'expoſed 
there to the Fowls of the Air to be eaten; or to be' 
conſumed leiſurely by the Air and Weather. That” 
this Prophecy ſhould be fulfilled, God fo orders it, 
that the Jews, who were the Authors of his Death,' 
ſhould, though they wiſh*d no' good to him, be the” 
Promoters of his Burial, Thus that tbe Bodies might 
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mnt remain on the Croſs upon the Sabbath day, (which 
was then a great day,) the Fews beſought Pilate that 
they might be taken away; and had their deſire grant- 
ed. But though this were granted them, yer ſtill 
_ the Prophecy was In a fair way not to be fulfilled, 
For among the Jews there was a place on parpoſe to 
bury MalefaGors in: And ſo our Lord muſt have been 
boried with the Thieves ; and then hw could he 
be ſaid to make his Grave with the Rich in his 
Death £ 
That therefore this might be effeted, Foſeph of 
Arimathea,a Rich Man, and honourable Counſeller,comes 
and begs Chriſt*s Body of Pilate, Pilate, poſſibly ha- 
ving a regard to him as he wasa Wealthy Man, and 
in goodeſteem; and not well knowing how to deny 
the Body of Jeſus to Burial, whom he had declared to 
be free from fault, though he had afterwards con- 
demned him order?d the Body,to be given to Fo- 
ſeph. Who, after it was wonnd up in fine Linnen and 
Spices, laid it in a New Sepulchre, which he, in hit 
Garden, had heyen out of a Rock, for his own Tomb. 
And fo, contrary #0 the uſe of the Romans, he was Bn 
ried; and contrary to the ſe of the Fews, he was Bu- 
- Tied not with Malefafiors; but 1n a Creditable Sepul- 
 echre with the Rich, In ſuch an Eminent and ſurpris ; 
fing Manner will God bring about his own Counſels; 
and hath accompliſhed this Propheey., 

There are alſo many other Prophecies direQtly 
ſhewing forth the Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and other 
things relating to our Lord ; in which a Religions 
and Conremplative Soul may find a Rich and Glo» 
rious Repaſt. - But theſe I at preſent will omit; and 
will only take notice of what I hinted before, vis. 
That ſome other parts of Holy Writ, in themſelves 
very delightful, do yet afford us a further Dehight,; 
and are in a ſort Prophetical, by including the 
Image of. greater things to come, Such were the 
| _ Hraelitts 
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Iſraelites coming out of Egypt, «which ſignified our 
Lords Coming out from thence. The Keck in the 
Wiidcrneſs pouring out Water; which Rock was 
Chrill, Jonas $ being three Days and three Nights 
in the Whales Belly, and afterwards thrown up; 
which imported our Lords being ſo long 1n the Grave, 

and then Riſing. Iſaac's Living, after Abraham had 
in intention Sacrificed him ; which berokened our 
Lords Reſurcection. Agar and Sarah, which were 
an Allegory of the Two Covenants. 'Cancan, Je- 
rufalem , and Moant Sion, which were Types of a 
Country, ' City, and Church above, And many - 
more ſuch as Theſe; which, what a true and ſuta- 
ble pleaſure do they elve tO oge whole Heart is fixed 
on Sacred things ? 

© Theoph. While we Icok from hence, backwards, 

it may indeed hugely delight us to ſee the Shadows 
of our future Happineſs. While from thence we 
look forwards, it may take us wholly up in Love and 
Joy to behold thoſe Shadows reduced into Realities 3 
which for the Excellence in themſelves, and the infi- 
nite advantage they give unto us, haye been alroge- 
ther worthy of ſuch Preſignifications, 

And truly, Eubulw, of quite another Strain were 
thoſe ſpeeches which the Heathen Oracles,gave when 
they were conſulted about things to come, The 
Ambiguous Signification of their Words denoted, 
Sopbigtry an Cunning Tather than Preſcience. And 
hence, it 15 no wander that ihey were not forward of 
themſelves to Propheſie, fince when ſought unto for 
knowledge of future Events, ticy were thus put to 
their Shifts. For the Devil can but gueſs what will 
be, by comparing preſent affairs with what are paſt. 
And though bis guelles ray more encline to certainty 
than the gueſles'of Mex, (tor we may ſuppoſe him 
to have a far greater inſight uxto formeBF years, and 
the ſuccelles of Fhings | in them, than any wo Cail 
oy & F ave 2) 


"257 i _ 


y CY OO TO TOPS "TIN ; 
- Ty 6 is. bots a Bae " Ro E& P21 ON, ab a0 " - lice Ir ery TT OT 4 ens ADE” "EY "Ns 2 "ER : b 1 
oo. EG det ME att Ge Ee TR. ee eds Ee ee Re ot s fc hu, 2 BG TEE, RERg IRE on FEY 
4 m at, he £8 $65.4 fe but on. wth OO Be Ns VA, 0 6 OT, Wt IB: -— p / LS. en PT AE. * Is FRAY a. xe. » F bs 4 EEC ARES Po Rc 
EE ITE”, 9 1" I BR ORE” © 2 OE I TIE EE TS IO « 220TH * ; : eg ih ts: 6s i 
. PSY he - F: hn nn 4 i” SE. Be, By 2 W-7 bo wy ; _ '# : 
4 >; *D ood EN LE: ESO * I 83S , : ES: > : Ts 
Tae fr eg on $2 Ba 4 ook Eg es - - Sf ix R; & 
5 EY IE $8. 30? IP RD wor E & ; . : 
3 9 4. Os ba OE - : © $6 -, s = F 
- 
2 + . 
RE. A 
> » . - 1 j 
L 
. 9» 
, 3 - 5 


have,) yet, for his Reputation Sake with his Vota- 
ries, he durſt not ſpeak things poſitively, but always 
in a dubious Senſe ; that if they fell out otherwiſe 
than was at firſt thought, another Latent meaning 
might rather make Men blame their own Dimſighted- 
b eſs towards the Oracle, thanthe Oracle?s towards the 
| futurities enquired aiter. 

There are, I muſt confeſs, very perſpicuons and 
important Prophecies in the Books of the Sybils, 
And I will not ſay, but God in his Goodneſs might 
inſpire thoſe JYomen for the giving out ſome Ora- 
cles,, which, as rightly furing with the Revelations 
of the Goſpel, might afterwards the more {way with 
the Nations. But many of theſe Prophecies were, 
by the Prous Fraud of ſome Perſons, not Written 
till afrer things were come to pals : With a deſign, 
no doubt, to bring a greater honour to what 1n ap- 
pearance was ſo plainly foretold, Thus the Ora- 
cles which were aſcribed to the Cumean Sibyl, were, 
In great meaſure, written by the Jews, before our 
Saviour came into the World. Thoſe which are 
Extant under the Name of the Erythrean Sibyl, are, 
tor the moſt parr ſpurious, as being Written by ſome 
that lived more than an Hundred Years after our 
Lord. But inſtead of greater, there is leſs credit 
(as 1n ſuch dealing 1t uſually falls out,) both to the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian affairs mention'd by them. 
Varro, {o far as there are Acroſticks in them, denies 
their Truth. Czcero, for the ſame reaſon, contends 
that they were rather irom Human Study, than Dt- 
vine Inſpiration. And Celſius wul have many things 
to be foiſted in by the Chriſtians : Sothat the Repu- 
tation of the whole is hereby much diminiſhed. And, 
indeed, It is, with a rational Man, a very great ar- 
gument againſt them, that many Oracles there 
are ſo particular, and direct, that the Holy Scrip- 
tures themſelves are, 1n ſome things, leſs PUY 
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and dire&, And who can think that God would 
more plainly reveal himſelf to z#ncouth Women 
among the Nattons, than to Holy Mex among his own 
People; to whom as a Pledge of his Favour, above 
al others, the Sacred Gracles (as the apoſtle ſpea- 
e I k£th,) were committed ? 

Eubzl. You do the Prophecies of the Holy Scrip- 
1 © ture no more than right, while you prefer them above 
, © ail others. There is no Decelt in them. The Time 
- W in which they were written 1s well known: And 
was long before the things Propheiied came to pals. 
The Jews, who were the greateſt Enemies to orr 
| I Lord, cannot deny the Truth of them. And ſome 
of theſe Enemies, from' the exprellneſs of thoſe 
Prophecies which reſpect our Saviours ſufferings, 
have been forced to ſay, that there is to be a Suffering 
Meſtas, as well as a Glorious one ;, though they will not 
allow the True Meſlias, who 1s both the One and the 
Other. to be either. 

Theoph. I could deſire to be continually fixed on 
the thoughts of the Prophetick part of Scripture ; 
!o divinely pleaſant 1s it from the lively Repreſen- 
tation of great and ſacred things in after-times re- 
vealed, I donbt not, but there will be a true Beauty 
in that other part of holy Scripture, which you term- 
ed the ADHORTATIVE. 

Eubal, If great Love, intermingled with great 
Art in the enforcing of It, can give a Beauty, (and 
what can give a greater Beauty than thele ?) It 1s 
truly amiable. 

And, indeed, God, who hxoweth our Frame and 
Make. and can tell what Words will moſt Sway tne 
Aﬀections of Men, hath ſeemed to let go none that 
may Prevall with them to be ſuch as they ought to be. 
Somtimes enforcing his Exhortations, trom the 
Greatneſs of his Favours; the Excellences of his 
Laws; the Natutal Deſires and Averſations of Men ; 
their Forgerfulneis; and ſuch lisxe, : 
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" I almoſt wonder how any of the- Jews of old, 
could be Diſobedient, when they read ſuch Words 
as theſe. Ask now of the Days that are paſt, fnce 
the Day that God Created Man upon the Earth, and ak 
from the One fide. of Heaven unto the Other, whether 
there hath been any ſuch thing as this great thing us ,, or 
hath been beard like it, Did ever People bear the Voice 

of God ſpeaking out of the mid"ft of the Fire, as Thou 

baſt beard, and Live? Or bath God aſſayed to go, and 

take bim a Nation from the midſt of another Nation, by 
Signs and Wonders, and a Mighty Hand ? Thou ſhalt 
therefure ketp his Statutes; He led thee through the 
great aud terrible Wilderneſs, where there was no 
FF ater ;, and be brought thee forth Water out of the Rock 
of Flint. He fed thee there with Manna, which thy 
Fathers knew not, Thy Raiment waxed not Old upon 
#bee;, neither did thy Foot ſwell theſe Forty years, There- 
fore ſhalt thou keep the Commandments of the Lord thy 
God. And where an Exhortation 1s ſet home by the 
recounting of ſuch mighty Favours, it cannot, ſure 
bur prevall, 

There is nothing uſually will take more with 2 
Man, than the Reputation of being Wiſe and Un- 
derſtanding : The Excellency of Man conſiſting in 
nothing more, than in a Power of Diſcerning and 

Acting what is good, On this ground therefore it 
1s that God bvilds his Exhortation : Keep, faith he, 
and do theſe Statutes and fudgments, for this is your 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding in the fight of the Nations, 
Deut. -.6. And, ſince a Man will bear any thing 
better than the Name of Fool, and accounteth 1t a 
great Diſcredit to act weakly and below a Man; 
Therefore God ſo often in Scripture termeth Diſo- 
bedience Fol\y ;, and ſpeaketh thus to Tranſgreſſors3 
O ye Fools, when will you learn Wiſdom? How loug 
ye ſimple Ones will ye love Simplicity, and Fools bate 
Knowledge & Turn vou at my Reproof. : 
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]-look: upon- Peace and: Plenty-to'be, as if were, 

2a vifible' Exbortation;. and a'Perſiaſive that is palpa- 
ble, and may bs felt; But becauſe rheſe do fomrimes 
ſteal-awaythe\Hedet; and:are'apt to render the Man 
forgetfhl: of- tis-Gracions Beneftactor, God, in inhi- 
nite Goodneſs;.is ptealed:to ſtrengchen this Exhor- 
tation,'by Cautioning: us; when we bave eaten and 

| are:ſull;, not to forget Him, to'take' heed to ourſelves ; 
and-to keep: our Soulf. diligently; leſt we forpet the things 
which our Eyes bave ſeer and left we'depart from' the 
Lord: our God, all ths days of our Life. 

But ſhould: any be ſo heedleſs or perverſe as not 
to be prevaiPd upon: by fuch'Exhortations as theſe, 
how can they hold out againſt God's pathetical 
Pleading with-theni?:  Thus' Exck. 18, Te ſay, The 
Wayof the Lord is not:equat :. O Howfe' of Iſt zeel, is not 
my Way equat ®\ are" nit your Ways unequal ? If ye 
offer the Lame and: the'Sick,, is it 'nvt evil? Offer 'it 
now unto thy Governoar, will He" be pleaſed with thee, 
or accept thy Perſon ? ſaith the Lord" of Hofts: A Son 
honoareth- Lis Father, and a Servant bis Maſter : If I 

ther be a Father, whey is mine Honour ? If a Maſter, 
where'is "'myFear ?' Malae, 1, IT will plead with you, 
ſaiththe- Lord, and with your'Childtens Children Sill 7 
plead: For paſs over theTfles of Chitfim and ſee, and: 
ſend 'unto Kedar, and- conſider diligently, ant "ſve" if 
there be any ſuch thing. Hath a Nation changed their 
Gods, which' yet are '#s Gods? Butt my People have 
changed' their Glovy - for that (which profiteth not. Be 
aſtoniſhed, O ye Faves. at this, and be borribly a- 
fraid', be ye ny defolate., ſaith the Lord of Hoſts; For 
my People have commtitted two' Evils 5 They have forſa- 
ken me, the Forntain of Living Waters , and hewed 
them' out: Ciftern#, brokgh Ciſterns , that can hold ll 
| ater, Jer. 2 

Theoph: Thebare highly moving, And, in' my 

Opinion; no-teſb/is that-of quickning Mens Obedi-' 
R: Eeneey 
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ence, even by the bettey Carriage of Beaſts and Fowl;s. 
T have nouriſhed and brought up Children, and they have 
rebelled againſt me, The Ox knoweth bis Owner, and 
the Aſs bis Ataſters Crib: But Iſrael doth not know, my 
People doth not conſider, lai. 8, I bearkned and beard, 
bat thy ſpake not aright no Man repented bim of bis 
Wickedneſs, ſaying , What have T done.? Nea, the 
Stork in the Heavens knoweth her appointed times, and. 
the Turtle, and the Crane, and the Swallow obſerve 
the time of their coming , but my People know not the 

 Fadgment of the Lord, Jer. 8. He will be yet much 
/lower than the Beaſts and Fowls, who ſeeing him- 
felf ont-gone by them.,, will not be aſhamed and 
quicken his pace. 

_ Eubil. T here are innumerable other Schemes of 
Speech, which God Almighty uſeth; as if he would 

- not omit ſo much as one Figure or Topick of ſacred 
Oratory, by which the wicked Hearts of Men might 
be bent to their good. And truly all the gracious 
Methods, which under the Legal Diſpenſation he 
hath choſen for Perſuaſives, are mm fqrce now under 
the Goſpel], for the engaging us to Obedience 3 it 
being through the Blood of Chriſt that ſo much 
Care and Love was then ſhewed, Only what were 
made Excitements to the Jews, are now, with the 
change of ſome Circumſtances, enlarged, and do 
belong to the whole World. 

AS for thoſe Exhortations which are more ſtrict- 
ly comprized in the Goſpel; what may we ſay of 
them? or rather what may we not! The New Co- 
venant is ſo wholly in itſelf 'a Perſuaſive, ſet off 
with the higheſt Expreſſions of Divine Wiſdom and 
Love; that where TT alone will not preyail, all 
other Arguments may ſeem fruitleſs. But that 
there may nothing be wanting which may work 
uponthe Soul of Man, what affectionate Beſeechings 

_ are there added ! What earneſt Inyitations Leaks 
| OW 
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How are pure Minds ſtirred up by way of Remem- 
brance ! What fervent Prayers are made for Mens 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance ? What Chriſtian Sor- 
row expreſſed at the DefeCtion of any ! What ten- 
der-heartedneſs ſhewed towards: thoſe, who, after a 
Fal), age repentant! And in them all, what Attra- 
tives are there for ous Love ! 

 T have ſomtimes thought, that ſhould a Perſon, to 
whom the True God 1s unknown, read; or hear, 
the earneſt Exhortations, the many raking Sugges 
ftions, which in Holy Scripture are uſed for the en- 
gaging Men to Obedience , he would judge, that, 
ſurely, God 1s much advantaged thereby ; or other- 
wiſe he would not be ſo very deſirous of it. This I 
am ſure we may with '[ruth ſay; that were It poſli- | 
ble our Obedience could add go the Blelledneſs of the 
Almighty, he could not uſe more winning Speeches 
for the obtaining of it than ndw he doth. But 
therefore becauſe we can no way profit Him by the 
Obſervance of his Laws, and becauſe it 1s our own 
very great advantage if we do obſerve then; how 
ſweetly prevalent may ſo many perſuaſlives ſcem unto 
us! And how with an holy Gratitude may we ſay ; 
Lord, what is Man that thou baſt ſuch regard unto him / 
That thow giveſt bim Line upon Line, Exhortation 
upon Exhortation; and continueſt an unceſſant 
care over him for the ſecuring him unto Happineſs ! 

Theopb, It 18 fit indeed that ſuch Exhortations 
ſhould be followed with Devotions : Praiſes unto 
God, who is ſo Gracious unto Men; and Prayers 
that we may never ſuffer ſuch petſuaſives to be fruit= 
leſs upon us. And it may fairly lead you, Eubulus,' 
to the Devotional Part of Holy Scripture 3 in the 
laſt place to be ipoken unto. 

Ewbul. This we ſhall find to be truly excellent alſo: 
For it tonſiſted of ſuch Services, as (in their intent,) 
were fit for*Men to Pay unto their God, None of 

M2. thelg 
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their Holy Feaſts was there, but was in Memory of 
ſome Signal Fayour, And, as It was their pleaſure 
to rejoyce thus before their Lord, . and: Holy Bene. 
factor, ſo it may likewiſe be our. pleaſure to read. of. 
their Religious doing it. Had the Creation of the. 
World been underſtood by the Heathens, Fawenal 
would not have derided the Jews as ſuch, Qzeisr Sep: 
tima quaque fuit Lux Ignava;, '& vite partem non. at- 
tigit ullam: Who loſt the Seventh part of their Time ; 
and improved it to uo End of Life. And if Plutarch 
had known the deſign of their carrying Boughs of 
Trees in their Feaſt of Tabernacles, he would not 
in a Scofting Manner have. called it the Jewiſh 
Ovp52c0iazr, by an Odious Comparing it with that in- 
temperate Fealt of Bacchus, In whichthe Bacchides ran 
about with Javelins wrapped round with Ivy, term- 
ed Ovupori, Their Sacriſices were Viſible Prayers or 
Praiſes, or Expiatiofs; 1n all of them the End was. 
truly Excellent; and no one of them had ſuch Rites: 
as required Secreſie, for a Shelter from an honeſt and 
ChaſtEye. Aud hence pollibly.it-was, that God for 
bad Groves to be near his Altar ; as having, by their. 
Shades and Receſles, given occalion to thoſe Un- 
cleanneſles which too frequently attended the Wor- 
}:1Þ of the Heathens. Neither ever. did or darſt 
aily, tacita libare acerra;, & iuaperto vivere voto; atk 
t:ſe things which it were a ſhame Men ſhould bear. 
But the Scope of their Petitions. was Gods Bleſling 
in tne way of Righteouſneſs. 

And as 1n theſe things their Religious Services 
were quite of a diflerent Colour from thoſe of the 
Nations; and in every thing might.have worn #his 
[mpreſs, Holixeſs to the Lord, lo it is very remark- 
2»Je, what Humility and Submiſſion. of Spirit, .atten- 
ded their Devotions when God laid Aﬀictions upon 
them. It zs the Lord, let him do what pleaſetÞ bim ; 
laicth Eli. I was Dumb, ] opened- not -my Month, 
becauſe 
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becauſe Thowdidft 'it ; faith David. Though be'kill 
yet will I 'pmt "ny Truft in Him, faith Job, "Herein, 
tikewtfe, very'diffetent fromthe Heathen; 'who th 
their Sufferings were forward to acryſe their 'Gods ; 
ES their -Griefs '1n uxdecent Tyveliives againſt 
tnem, 

But when 'we 'read of thoſe ſacred Heights of 
Devotion 'Which'ſome-of their Holy Men roſe unto, 
how muſt we be affeted'! chow dived betwixt Love 
and Delight! Our Sonts are embruted, if we be not 
almoſt transformed into 'the ſame Seraphick Tem- 
per with them:; who (to 'uſe the words of one'of 
them) have thought'One day in Gods Conrts better tht 
a Thouſand : Defiring'udthing in Heaven but God 5, wor 
any thing ou 'Earth'in Compariſon of Him. 

And fnch Devotion how yet further 1s it 1impro- 
ved by our Bleſſed Lord, who hath continued all 
Night therein, who hath Conſfecrated himſelf. by 
Prayer a Sacrificefor the whole World; and hath 
offered up, upon his Crofs,. Supplications with ſtr5ng 
Cries and Tears, hoth-for Himſelf aud Us! Who 1s 
It can avid the being wholly poſleſt with Love, 
who contemplateth our Saviour at the Right Hand 
of God, in'a #ighty way Mediating for us? Though 
at a diſtance from us, yet cpealy on our behalf, ur - 
ging his Merits, Paſſion and Death, and preſenting 
our Prayers anto lis Father! Which, that they may 
be the more acceptable, he himſelf, while on Earth, 
hath given ns a moſt perrect Prayer, as a Patte n 
for our Imitation, and a Form for our Uſe ; ſaitzb'e 
to the greateſt Ardour of Picty that Mortality 1s Ca- 
pable of : Hath ſent Iikewife from Heaven the Ho'y 
Spirit to make Interceſions for ws, with Groans that 
cannot be tittered:;, Joyning with us from within, and 
giving our Prayers ſuch a Fervour and Powerfulnefs 
as 15 not to be equalPd by Words. Devotion raiſed 
to ſuch PerteCtion, as the having our Bleſſed Lord, 

R 3 and 
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246 The True Nature of the Divine Law, 


and the Holy Spirit ſo nearly concerned in it, is ſo 
_- highly amiable, that it requires only the being tru. 
ly known, for the being ſincerely loved. 

You have, Theophilus, in ſhort meaſures, an ac- 
count of the Divine Law, as the word Law may be 
taken in the wider ſexſe. | 

Theoph. How acceptable the account you have 
given me 1s, 1 cannot more truly ſay, than by tel. 
ling you I coblÞ haye very willingly heard it much 
longer. Yea, {o delightful are theſe other parts 
of Holy Writ, that they afford a great pleaſure even 

to ſome, who are leſs Obſervers of the Preceptive 
Part than they ought to be, I have known who 
have beei. very well verſed in the Bible, and could 
Teherle, if need were, the chief things contain'd 
therein, when yet thpic PraCtice hath been as lame 
AS 1t they knew not a Letter there. 

Eubul. Theſe Perſons quite miſtake what they 
read, while they find 2 Pleaſure therein, without a 
reſpect to the Divine Law properly as ſuch, All 
the other parts of Scripture are, (as before was 
{aid,) ſome way or other, in order ta the Precep- 

_ tive Part; and if there be who underſtand them 
otherwiſe, they go contrary to the Mind and Will 
of their Author. 

But yet, how can any one enjoy a Pleaſure from 
that Hiſtory, which God hath cauſed to be written 
as an Encouragement to Obedience, and not be excox- 
raged at the ſame time to be Obedient himſelf? Or 
haw acknowledge the Divine Fuſtice In the Puniſh- 
ment of Diſobedience, and not be prompted to fear 
Him, who is Righteous in his Judgments, and will 
not ſpare the Wicked ? If. Gad be Trae in his Prey 
dicizons , who will nor think him ſo in his Threats 
pings 2 And ſhall jo many Prophecies concerning 
Him who came to deſtroy the Works of the Devil, give 
goy delight ro hin who js refolyed to retain thaſe 
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Works ? It would be a "ſtrange Contradittion, - 
that any one ſhould be pleaſed with the Winning 
Exhortations which God uſeth to engage Men unto 
the Obſeryance of his Laws, and yet, in-the mean. 

| while, be unconcerned whether he obſerve thoſe 
Laws or not. And how can the Devotion of the 
Saints of old touch: his Soul with any delight, who 
iS, and is reſolved to continue, a Stranger unto; 
what he readeth them to have been remarkable for ; 
and who negleQeth that Obedience, without which 
their Prayers and Praiſes would not have been ac- 
ceptable with God ? -Whoſoever they be, that, 
with no Conformity to the Divine Law, are yet 
pleaſed with, and do pretend to love, the holy Wri- 
tings, they ſhall be rewardable in the ight of God 
no more than one that loveth 'the Writings of Ce- 
ſar, or Livy, It is not from a Principle of Good- 
neſs that theſe Authors are delighted in 3. but they 
pleaſe the Fancy, and yield ſomching that hits the - 
Readers Humour, Juſt ſo. is-it- with this Divine 
Book in reſpect of theſe Men. They like it not 
tor the great Delign it hath; 'but they find ſom- 
thing, from its great variety, that es the ima- 
ginative Faculty : Or their Knowledge therein is 1n 

ueſt of Opinion and Reputation among Men : 
W ich, how much below the Dignity of this ſa- 
cred volume i is it! Opinion and Reputation, even | 
in Obedience, will ſtand a Man in lictle ſtead here- 
after; much lefs will they, when they are without | 1 
Odedience, : 
.Theoph, We will let T beſe Men go, and make no 4 

Inquiries concerning them, But what, Exbulus, 3 
ſhall we think of Thoſe wno are Conſcienciouſly Nbe- 
dient to the Divine Law, yer find not that Delighe 
therefrom, which Earthly Things do frequently give 
them ; and who hereupon are Very apt to interpret 
their love to the Divine Precepts to be wnſancere, and - 
yeh as will be rejeded ? R 4 Eubul. 
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Eubul. The-Divine Laws are - itdlees worthy the 
higheſt pitch of our AﬀeCtions ; and they -are hap. 
py Mcn who find a more quick and: orarefil Reliſh 
trom them, than from all-Earthly Objects. Yet 1 
cannot ſay, but there may be 1 0iſe oye of them, 
when it is otherwiſe. 

For our Paſlions have a very Sredt dependence 
upon the outward Senſes : And theſe Senſes admit- 
ting of ſtrong impreſſions from Materjal things, and 
from them alone, no wonder that the Soul is-viſi ibly 
affected ; and this ſomtimes the more, from the un- 
expettedneſs, and pleaſing ſurprize with which theſe 
External Objects preſent themſelves; -infomuch that 
It requires Labour and Pains to keep our Aﬀections 


within due Bounds. 


But the Caſe is different with the Divine Laws, 
they, being of a Spirityzl Nature; and in man 
things above the outward Senſe, do not make thoſe 
impreffiqnsthereupon, which Viſible Objects do. $9 
that here, if the Aﬀections be iſtirr'd, they mult be 
{o, not immediately from the Thjxgs, but from thg | 
Souls own Reaſaniug, and deliberate "Thoughts, In- 
culcating theſe Laws, and the great advantages 
which they give. Add to this , that thiags future 
(for ſuch the Reward of theſe Laws are,) co not 
give ſo quick, a Senſe, as thoſe that are preſent. And 
becauſe the Soul is at ſome pains in thinking ; and 


F _ the things thought of are of old ſtanding to our 


knowledge , (as the Prafticks of Religion uſually 
are,) there js not that pleaſure from ſwyprize, as in 
thoſe things that fall out #nthought of, Or are new 


- UNLO 1s, 


A Perſon that is truly Obedient to theſe Los 


* andreſqlves to continue ſo, need not defpond, as if 


'- his Love to them were anſi incere, thoygh he finds 


[he his Afectionsraiſed to ſuch a pleaſurable Senſe; 


S he conceiveti ſomtimes from Worldly Od 
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God will not- require that'thimgs Thould .a& upon 
the Soul, otherwiſe than is'their 'Nature 'to do': 
And if his Laws obtain-theiwr End, by producing 


% 


Righteouſneſs of Life, there 15 a:better Evidence of 
Love to them, than'from inward telight alone there 
 woultl be, Yea, poſllbly, if the Man: will ceaſe 
diſquieting himſelf, and will «calmly fearch his own 
Heart, he will difeernr that the Sacred Laws are very 
much fpproved- of there; - and eſteemed far beyond 
thoſe 'EarthlyOhjeCts which ſo highly delighted'him. 
He fees that the Hfedions which theſe outward things 
did for much beat and raiſe, do, after a little while, 
cool and firh again. Butthe Divine Law finds 2 con- 
tinned reſprit within him. And though the Love 
theredf do'not enkindle a-flamein Him, yetit ceafeth 
not-to-have Warmth in #ſclf. He ſees that his Aﬀe- 
(tions are* tot always in his owns power to raife them 
ashe pteaferh : He will therefore endeavour thats 
Reaſon Thd\-fapply their DefeQs: And that the 'Sa- 
cred Precepts thall never want This to attendthem, 
if he cannotyield #hem the Other, - 
But ſuppoſe that there be a great Coldneſs toward 
theſe Laws, ' and an imward indiſpofition:tto Obedience z 
yet if notwithſtanding he will reſolutely Obey, and, 
what he cannot do with that pleaſure which fome 
others ;have, will do through pamms and ftriving, he 
will not be difapproved by 'his Lord. Aa ill. Temper 
of Soztl or Body.1s one of thoſe Exemies againft which 
he 1$ to Exerciſe a Spiritnal Valour. And.it he ſhall 
Fight and” Conquer, (and Conquer he doth if his 
Obedience be ſtill-on the upper hand,) he ſhall un- 
donbtedly have a Crown. And, for ought I know 
It will be as weighty an One, as his, who obeyeth 
theſe Laws with lefs Difficulty, This Man, indeed, _ 
's much happier 1m the-way, but the other ſhall be al- 
together as happy 1n #be End. 


Theoph. 
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Fs to'any who are truly Religious. 
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Theoph, What you have ſaid I believe would be 


munch for the oier of the Perſons we ſpake of: 


Who, by more ſuſpeCting their Obedience for its 
ſeeming Coldneſs. than a pproving it for its real ſted- 


faſtneſs, do want ſach Lenitives. 


Ewbyl, 1 ſhould be glad, could I Adminiſter Com- 
Though, to 
fay Truth, Theophilus, many are too apt to maxe an 
ill uſe of what is ſpoken after this manner : And do 
improve it, not ſo much to a right appeaſing of their 


Fadder thoughts, as to the reconciling themſelves to 


a careleſs or hardned Temper of. Soul. 1-would 
therefore urge what would certainly be for the good 
of all; viz. SUCH A FRESUENCT AND _FIX- 
FDNESS OF THOUGHTS uponthe Divine Laws, 
as the Royal Pſalmift expreſſeth; who immediate- 
ly after he had ſaid, Q how I Love thy Law, addeth, 
I is my Meditation all the Day, By which we may 
conceive that the Sacred Variety, and the Wondrous 
things of Holy Writ, did kd that Conſtancy of 
Entertainment in his Heart which was RY of 
them. | 

And where, Theophilus, is there pag ſatisfaction 
to be met with, as the Sacred Scriptures reach out 
unto us?! And how lictle may other things, and how 
wholly may Theſe, engage our Thonghts! The 
being Happy, you kriow, 1s that which every one 
Tookcth after. To this all Mens Aims and Endea- 
VOurs Are ay z though in Paths much different one 
from another; and, for the moſt part, at the grea- 
teſt diſtance from what is ſought. And well may 
they be ſo, ſince none of them reach beyond the 
Grave, 

Not to mention thoſe things which are of a grolſ- 
fer Nature, relating to the Body ; and which Men 
vigourouſly contend for, riſing early and ſitting up 
late, view let us, Theophilus, thaſe things which the 
more * 
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and of Diſobedience thereunto. 25t 
more thinking ſore of Men do perſue. Books and 
Learning-I would not be thought to plead againſt ; 
you know I very much eſteem and honour them # Bur 
what is it generally, that Men employ their Thoughts 
and Studies about ? Are they not better skild'in 
pne anothers Ignorance and Errors than in the know- 
ledge and Truth of things? And thoſe Truths 
which with great pains and long ſearches they find 
out, how mean are they if throughly conſider*d ? 
They ſatisfie not the Man when he comes to Dye; 
who would have ſomthing elſe than ſome Truth-in 
Hiſtory, or ſome Demonſtration 4n Mathematicks, 
or ſome Rules of Policy toicheer him; for they 
will ſtand him in no ſtead then. Nay, even thoſe 
parts of Philoſophy, which tend chiefly to the beat- 
ing down the Fears of Death, how cold and inſtpid 
are they ? The beſt that any of the Heathen Mora- 
liſts have ſpoken amounts only to this, That thE 
Souls ſurviving the Body was, at the moſt, but an 
Opinion ; and a thing which ſome of them rather 
wiſh*d ſpoxld be, than were ſure that it was: Equi- 
dem ſepe emori, fi fieri poſſet, vellem, nt ea que. dicam 
liceret invenire. Utrum autem fit melits vivere an mori 
Dii immortales ſtiunt, Hominum quidem ſcire arbitror 
weminem, faith Socrates, (in Cc.) one of theſtrong- 
eſt Pleaders for the Souls Immortality. ©* I would, 
<« were it poſſible for me, often die, if ſo I'might 
«at laſt -find the things I ſpeak of * But whether it. 
*« be better to live or die, God alone knoweth; . I 
« ſtppolſe no Man living can tell. Small SatisfaCti- - 
on doth this give to a Man; who, to his earneſt de-. 
ſires of having his Being continued, hath, at the 
higheſt, ſuch mean grounds for his hope. * 
Nor doth he find himſelf any more at caſe from its 
being ſaid, That the Man who i dead, in his baving 
ceaſed to be, is altogether devoid of Miſery. For if he | 
percayerh no Miſery, he-is altogether as far from 2 
eq | | pet- 
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perceiving anything of Pleaſure. And ſurely the 
falling 'from: Crpinns amongſt 'Men, into'a' Conditi: 
on nd better 'than that of a Stone. or any other 
fenſelebs thing, may encline him, who conliders' It, 
uiito penſiveneſs and forrow. 

And doth 'it make atly jot more :for his content 
to be told, That be ſhallgo the ſame way that all "on 
before bim- 'bave gone, ant that 'all after bim ſhall-go'? 
Certainly it doch not. For may 1t'not rather -en- 
creale his Complaints, in that not only all Men'thus 
die, batiare z$ogenicd that length of Life which is 
granted toimaf\rather Creatures inferiour unto Men? 
Fain: would he 'iwhenche comes to lie on his Death- 
Bed, /not wholly al ors Earneſtly ihe'defires that 
his Soul: may urther live, and find elfewhere 
that Epics which in this World he fought in 
vain, And, migifÞitbe, he would wiſhithat hisBo- 
ay, which behathtaken-ſo much care of; 'and which 
hath been inftromental to thoſe Aftions that, com- 
mended both to God and Men, ſhould not have an 
utter. end 1'the Grave, : . 

Now all theſe things are by onr Lawgiver affixed 
as Rewardstothe Obedience of his Laws: Rewards, 
though vaſtly great, yet not greater than the Excel- 
lences bf 'thoke Laws are, which, and only which, 
throogh God?s Mercy, can make the Man fit for ſo 
boundleſs an Happineſs. 

And when Life and Immortality are brought to Light, 
and are, 2s wiſh*d for by Men, ſo, throughly made 
known unto them; in o much that they have not 
, the Liberty now of thinking either way, bot are 10 
Duty to. betieve theſe things ſo to be, as being eſta- 
bliſh*d by fach Arguments, . than which in Modeſty 
and Reaſon greater cannot be deſired, how ſhobld 
hey with earneftneſs be thought of ? Apd how the 
Laws, "be&twixt which and them:there.is. fo cloſe a 
,—— be, with a more than ordinary wo 
neſs,, 
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neſs, contemplated? Surely. it is-but- meet it hi 
ſhould be,: ſince. a Mans chief Welfare defepveschis 

| ſetled and: conſtant: Thoughts, and lince,. i 

- the infinite Mercy of: aur Lord, to-us 18; the Qhſby-: 
vance. of. thoſe tl Laws, the leaſt and waſhtinean- 
ſiderable: part of- our Being,, and Happineſs;; :ig:ia 
this World; and:that which ſball-be.in thenext; is,.. 
io Compariſon of it, no leſs than a, whole Oceanito 
alingle Drop. - | 

And ſuch Meditation, Theophitzes , we the-rather: 

may exerciſe, not only becauſe, if-we:did:not know: 
theſe things to be true, nothing could:be-more defi. 
redby- us than thatthey ſhould be true; ; but;al@be. 
caule, being, even ohio Cinldren, inſtruſted inthem; 
and never remembring,.the time: thati we: were: alto 
gether ignarant of them, we- are apt-thereupan to: 
be the leſs affetted with their Greatnels. and Excel-. 
lence, It is pity.that the ſenſe of theſe-mighty;Fa« 
vours ſhould joſe any. thing of: its: quickneG,: by:our: 

long acquaintance with > Aa which ongbt rather: 
to hei 2 oureſteem of; and. Chankfidoels? for, them. 
A very great Imperfection i 10our Nature:this4s, but; 
may .in good meaſure be cured; and-no better:Me- 
thod can. we uſe. for the: doing it, than frequent and: 
devout Contemplations, which will -bring us to our-. 
ſelves, and give.us a lively-reliſhof the things-which: 
belong to our Everlaſting Peace. | 

Theopb. They doubtleſs will be of very greatavail.' | 

Andpolſliblythis Conſideration may be ſome perſia- 
live for the daily.uſe. of them; vis. That Thinking: 
or Meditating is {0 proper to the Nature of Man, that 
no Creature upon Earth:may:feem to haveany ſhare) 
in-it beſides himſelf, Some: indeed have been for». 
ward enough to.grant thatother Creatures haye ſom< 
thing of Reatan? in them; and a Power of: Thinking, 
ſuchan.one as.it is.: But then to difference them;fromy 
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allow*d tonone but Men ſuch a Rational Nature-as' 
is capable of Religion; and ſuch a Faculty of Think- 
Ing as can conceive what Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, 
and the higher ſort of Truths are. And therefore, 
lince Men alone, of all Earthly Beings, are endued 
with this Faculty, we cannot but think that it is to 
be laid out, and not loſt by neglect. 

Enbul. And who is it that would leave a Power 
unexerciſed, in which Mans proper Excellence is ſo 
much ſeen ;, and which affords him a pleaſure befit- | 
ting a Reaſonable Sout ? In This, when it 1s em- 
ploy*d in Sacred things, he finds a ſweet retreat: 
from the Cares and Toils of Life ; from the En- 
mities and Falſneſs of che World. "And whatſoever 
Diſcompoſure his Mind hath ſuffered by them, he 
hereby reCtifies, and ſets all ſtrait again, He can, 
n This, behold. as at_ a diſtance, the Irregularities 
of others : : .and ſolace himſelf that he is our of the 
rem of bad Example. And though a true refleQ- 

on the Covetouſneſs, Pride, Ambition, and ſuch* 
like Evils, - which prevail-ſo much abroad; and on} 
the Troubles, which they betray thoſe unto whole 
Vices they are, and fomtimes thoſe whoſe Vices 
they are not, doth raiſe ſome concernedneſs and 
grief within him : ; yet he perceives a ſatisfaction 
not altogether unlike unto his, who ſeeing others 
rod on troubled Waves is himſelf ſafe at Land : 
Or who, diſcerning whole Armies engaged in, Fight, 
Is ſecure bimſelf from the Danger. And not only 
fo, but, by ſuch Meditation, he dreſſes and adorns 
his Soul for an Holy Converſe with God z and ſe- 
cretly enjoys the Communion of Bleſſed Spirits in 
things ſo refined and Heavenly, that no Earthly 
pleaſure is to be compared with them, 

Theoph.. I wiſh this ſeemed not to have been the 
Pleaſure and Priviledge of the Ages paſt, chiefly , 
and, for the moſt part, little to appertaln unto 
us; 
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Us; who have ſo far degenerated from the Saints 
of Old, that we find much tediouſheſs in that which 
they placed their greateſt delight, and ſpent moſt 
of their time, in, When fome of Them havelaid 
down their Lives amidſt Torments for their Reli- 
gion, we think much to ſpend/ſome ſerious Thoughts 
about the things which relate. to. our Eternal Wel> 
fare; yea, we look uponitas a Task and Trouble 
to meditate eyen upon the infinite Loye of God tous; 
and can hardly do it, though butfor a few Minutes, 
without Wearineſs and Diſtraction. 

Exbul. Our Lawgiver may juſtly-take it ill from 
us, that, when we can with carneſtneſs fix our 
Thoughts, the greateſt part of our Lives, upon-poor 
Earthly Things, which periſh in the uſing, we ſhould 
be backward to Contemplate his Laws, which alone” 

| bring a durable Peace unto us, and would requte 
us abundantly, if even all oyr time ſhould be em-: 
ploy*d in them. | ' 

Theopb. Happy it would be, if Men could be pre- 
vaiPd upon to Love their own Happineſs, and to 
place their Thoughts thereon. A thing this 1s, 
which, one: would think, ſhould not need many per- 
ſuaſlions to. move them to do it. But they miſtake 
Trifles for Happineſs; and leave the Fountain of Wa- 
ters to truſt in broken Ciſterns. 

Exubul, To ſuch Men as Theſe are, I would urge. 
only this one thing, Let them betake themſelves 
to frequent and ſerious Conſiderations; and if upon: 
due ſearch into the Holy Scriptures, and an humble 
and conſtant repairing unto God by: Prayer, that he 
would open their Eyes for the diſcerning the won; 

_ drous things of his Law, they ſhall repent of their 

Pains, as being either loſt or not well requited ; let 

_ them then forlake the Divine Laws, and ſeek elſe- 
where for Peace and Reſt. 


Bat 


, hs 5 Abe rt EE 2 WS Ahn >. 3, ET SS HS ABT BM Fen don OD; 222 re Wh ESE 7 = RO Do EE i 8 2b, ve WEEDS... ao WT 7 [4 PER NN Gs yrs i 2 Rt 
4 2 y : > LE op os ER Mats YET EEE TS Ba FE a a tn ne,” td 2< tr CONGO ts) LiF : . OO Ir OE DE SO Wor oe EN OSS HAI » ? OWh*.. RRCIT - I 
Dor ooo a i, EL. ob EE En Toes Cn DL Bute 1b Co Re et ns en ge EE EN Sa Ed a RARE Rd 3, 9 Ts ro TR WS 0 ad 
. ” ws rot & " ied Ee er DE ON WIE wo OY ed TERS, 5 ? 5 ju ae ARA. OY F- ES ns: 3A BG 2 Ih bs as . vi : ME EE Ee oa eihooe 2 1 4 4 
bn * 2 Age 2h i dere, ent TT I > es HER Ye _— FS < 7 W + >. of $ -» y 4 _; fl L WEATLS 1 + ; 
& _ TS Cog . it RP Ss _” Sh EL. I, iS We _ C 5 . F ' 
q | ods. Is IS Vo kr S874 p; 
SI%ED LORE on go I TOAST OS TRE; 6 F . 
q - * W554 x A ; " % % 
LO. I XV Y 
44 . . 
TL + PY Fa . 4 > 4 * o $ a 
p . d 6 
FBI OE; by : - ; % 
8 £7 f 
« Y 5 
LE” 4 » ; , , 2 p 
Y o + by » 
: wn) 4 n 
og 77 ; F * FE ww. % A# . 
wo ”o —_ —_ 
by i s 5 
=" 
« . 


- But if, after ſuch-Search, and ſuch. Prayers, any 
ſkould forſake theſe. Laws, might not our Lord: ſay,- 
unto:them as: Pharaoh ſaid) unto Hadad \, 1 Kingr 
2 II: 22> What baſt thou lacked with me, that thow 
|. ſeekglh to return into thine.own' Country? What is it 
| that: you hare wanted' with me? Coulſd greater 

Love/ be ſhew*'d. you? More Holy and Righteous 

Eaws: be given you?: Or more deſireable Rewards 

be: held forth unto you? That you ſhauld leave me, 

and:retarn.tothe world, where you will find nothing; 

but Diſlatisfaction? 
 Weimay with: Truth ſay-nnto. Men,  That-there 

are the: greateſt Excellences in the Laws, of our: 

Lord; and an Happineſs yeilded by:them; which no 

where elſe: can be found.. But whoever: ſhall with 

Reverence and Singleneſs of: Heart look: intothem, 

may ſay of them as the Queen of Sheba ſaid of Solo- 

mon, 1. Kiugs 10. 6. 7, 8. It mas a. true Report that: 
we beard of the great Wiſdom: and Goodneſs that: were! 
in” thele Laws. We believed: ot nntil we: came; and 
own Eyes bad ſeen-it;, and bebold the balf was: not toll 
us. The Wiſdom and the Excelency:of themienteedeth' 
the Fame which we beard. Happy; © Lord, are'thy Chil-: 
dren; Happy are thy Servants that ftand continually be- 
fore thee, and bear thy Wiſdom, 
And thus, Theophilus, according: to your delire; 
we have cloſed the Seventh Evening. 
Theopb, I wiſh that. all my Days might be ſpent 
as much to my advantage, as theſe Seven have been: 
' Ewbul.. 1 doubt not but they will,” to:ſo much\ the 
more, by. how: muck Practice is better than Dilconrte, 
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Di'e odlawatdt "i je Eighth, 


Concerning 1 che Deformity of Diſobe- 
dience to the Divine Laws, 


Quis ſt tam; difimilis homini,. qui non moveatu# 
offenſione hyaline? Cie, de Fin; 8.5, 
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The Conteits, 


VIebetiante' F. 4 Pollution. t brings 
Diſorder into a Man. It:tends to make 

the Almighty to miniſter to his Creatuyes in” 
the wileſt Offices. How God cannot be made 
to ſerve, How*he may. ' He « pleas*d in 
Holy Writ to ſpeak after the manner of Me, 
that ſo He may. condeſcend; f0.04ur. Under- 
þ ſanding $4. 494.excite 087 :Afetfions. . How 
1 He us mage to ſerve in His. ly Name. How 
in His Works... The: Creation Jen »ſible of this. 
"Slavery, and God wery much difpleasd lah 
> -— D; ſobedience of an Extenſrue Nature.” 
i a kind of Eternity. It's his hly 
Di Ig enuoms.” God neceſſitates none to Di/- 
 obeddence. Why He will not force Men in- 
#0 Obedience. Why he generally cuts. thens 
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THEOPHILVS. _ 


Had thonght, Exbulus, when laſt I bid you 
, Good-Night, to have left to your choice the 
Matter of this Evenings Talk. But, reflect- 
ing on the Excellency of the Divine Laws, 
and the great Happineſs that Men have. 10 them, my 
* Thoughts at length run on to. the Conſideration © 
PDiſobedience thereunto. Sure, ſaid I, if theſe Ho. 
ly Laws are in themſelves ſo amiable, and do make 
him who obſerveth them, to be,: with the Kings 
Daughter, el! Glorious within z, the diſobeying of them 
Is, In itlelf, Odious, and renders the Man inwardly 
very Deform*d. "T pray you Therefore, Enbulus, let” 
this Urgrateful Thing be the Iap ect of one Dul- 
courſe, It may not be devoid of Profit to us, fince 
the Foylneſs of Thi, if throughly diſcerned, will,- 
poſſibly, no leſs, 'ofte* way,” ſetvere *qur Obedience, 
than the Beauty of the Divine Pxecepts Will, anothes. 


: way. allure oY TAE A 7 
EVBULVUS, > 


Nd&d, Theophilw , Sin, Iniquity, or Wickgdneſs, 
[| (or whatever Name. befides eyil Actions have,) 
all of which are nothing elſe but Diſdbedience, or 
Tranſgreſſion of. the Law, ) are Charatter'd in Holy 
Scriptores by Pollxtion and Fitebiveſs. . And as a Sip- 
nification. of fach Doflowent, were thoſe Namerous 
Waſhings undet the Old Law. And'thofe Sacrifices, 
which had the Sins of the People confeſſed over them, 
were, . by reaſon'of thoſe Sins, ſo polluted, that they 
were commanded to be burnt out of the Camp ; and thi 


b F a 


| s who burnt them there, were by them in-ſach man- 
ner defiled, that they could not return into the Camp 
gill they bad waſtd their Cloaths , and batld Fs 
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Fleſh, in Waner, Los 16; SY And andutetbls 
Jay wr Gd the Prophets afterwards ſpeak; Waſh 
rom mine Iniquity, and cleanſe me TN, 
Ken o om 53.2. They were defited: mith their own 
Keeks, wh; LOG. 39. "Though thou waſh thee with 
_—_ and take thee much Soap, yet thy Iniquity is 
4 hefore me; bow canſt thou'ſay, I am clean þ 
Joe 2.23. And _ n the account of the Filchinefs 
of Sin, God is ſaid to be of purer Eyes than to be- 
bald Iniquity, Hab. a. 13. 

Neither doth the New Teſtament ſpeak otherwiſe 
ok. Difbbedience. Org of the Heart proceed evil 
Thoughts, Mint ores , Adnlteries, Fornications, Thefts, 
Faifr-witneſſings; Blaſphentes ; theſe are the Things 
which: DEF. Tx7 the Mag, Matth. 15. 19. And hence 
the Blood of Chrift is faid to cleanſe us RC on all Sin: 
And. Baptifin is not only a Rite that doth initiate us 
Wo Chriſtianity, but is termed the Waſhing of Reges 
naration , 25: prarifying us from the, Paliutions of our 

_ And truly $ odious and foul is Sin, that 

i- Se. Paxt wauld fet it of moſt in its own De- 
ce, he could find no worſe ward for it than it= 
ſelf; for he calls it finfu! Sin, Row. 7.13. The 
whole Nature of it being vothing elſe but Pollatios. 

 Difobedient Perſons may, indeed, in outward 
ſhape , appear ta us Comely and Beautiful : "And 
their Diſcourſe ant Deportment may ; in ſome 
thiggs, he zaking enough. But could we throughly 
diCera a Soul Deformd, as to all its ipaopmads L 
eau ave rightly ſee the Loathſamneds of that begs 
who every Member bath been made the Me 

Warglteanfeds , and wholly infetted with the 

oylon of _ all the Warld could nor afford ſo bad 

C, ASL 

raph . Nay, Exbulus, fuch 2 ftais do. vile Pra» 
Qices caſt upou 2 Man, that thaugh perchance we 
never. may Tibes ſeen his Face, of ke himſelf may. 

: S 2 taye 
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have: lived many. Ag fi fir nce, .we yet ſhall have ohjet 
thonghts of him, anda great Difreſpeit to 'bis Mem 
And if he be of our own Age and Neigbourhoo2, 
that our Eyes have ſomtimes a ſight. of him, how-do 
his 21! Morals -imfeG even his outward Shape ?  Fhart 
whether we will or no, we cannot but have ſome ſe- 
cret averſion from: his Perſon, . though by reaſon 
of his Degree, or TS we dare not anays ſhew 
It. 

Exbul. It is even ſo as you fay, Theophilus. Bur 
as Diſobedience to the Divine Law throws a Pollu- 
tion upon every Faculty of the Soul, and Member of 
the Body ; ſo it alſo gives a further Deformity, by 
bringing a Diſorder:into the Man-; and: cauſing that 
which ſhould be ſuperiour, and have chief command 
in him, to be brought under, and made to ſerve; 
His ſenſitive Appetite getting above his Rational, 
and his. Body bearing ſway over his'Soul. Neither 
when ſuch Diſorder is at home, and in hisown Breaſt 
1s it like to ſtay there alone; but, in all probability, 
It will ſpread itſelf abroad, and in the Community: ? 
For the Diſcompoſures, which are there, ariſe firſt from 
private Iregularities. © 

But not only doth Difobedience to the Divine 
Law overturn all order .in the Mar himſelf, and breed 
Confufion in Kingdoms; but ( what is abundantly 
worle,) it induceth a yet bigber- Diſorder 1nto- the 
World ; Subjefing, as it were, the Great God of Hea- 
ven and Earth, and making bim to Minifter- unto bis 
Creatures in the wileſt O Offices They are hig own 
Words to his Diſobedient People of Irael, 1/az. 43s 
24. Thou haſt made Me TO SERVE with thy Sins; 
And- what greater Deformity can there be {thought 
of, than ſuch Diſorder as this, that ſhall reach, not 
only {o wide as the Earth, but even-unto Heaven 3 ? 


'And who would not hate Dilobedience, which is 
the Cauſe and Source of it? 
Theoph, 


#14 of. Diſobedience'thereanto. 261 
_ Theopb. 1 can eaſily grant, that, from Diſobedi- 
_ ence to the Divine Laws, there ariſgth ſuch Deform- 
ed Diſorder, as you ſpeak of, 11 Private: en, and 


in Communities. alſo on Earth. ©, + * 
But how can. it extend itfelf unto Heaver, for the 
bringing of God; under ? It: 1s his Name, 1 am that 
I am ; which denotes the Immutabullity of his Being, 
and ſuch a Perfection, as cannot any way be dimi- 
niſhed. As he is Omnipotent, He cannot be over- 
power?d by any; as He is the All-wjſe God, there is 
None can Ciregwvext him, Ashe 1s. perfe&tly One in 
ais Eſſence, 'withont any the leaſt mixture, He can 
no way be ſubjet to any Alteration. And as He is 
Eternal, He not only can never ceaſe to Be; + but 
alſo, he cannot ever be /eſ5 than infinitely perfett, 
and #»finitely Bleſſed : Which is altogether inconſi- 
ſtent with ſerving; for that ſuppoſeth Weakneſs, 
and Deficiency. _ Fes a =; 
Therefore, Exbnlw, ſince I ſee you intend it as 
the -chiefeſt Braud. on Diſobedience, that it mak-th 
the Almighty to be Taferiour, and Servile, | deſire you 
would explain it tome. - For..the Almighty?s: ſay- 
Ing, That by Mens Sins (3. e. by the Breaches of his 
Laws.) be is made to 1s the higheſt Infamy, 
and Reproach to DiſoBWlence z and may render it 
latbſome to. any. conſidering. Perſon: And ſo, is. 
Worthy to be inſiſted on- ſomthing laygely by you. 


nd o 


. . Enbul. Inreſpect of his Natwre,-and Perſon, The» 
opbilas,' God cannot, for the reaſon;you have given, 
be .made to ſeqpy. .., Sin. we: with: never ſo high-an 
Hand, we canngt put any reſtraingsupon;bis Natures 
and be we, never: fo Righteons;-we cannot render 
his -Perſon more Bleſſed. And. to this Senſe is that 
of: Fob-3'5. 6: If ithou. be Righteous, - what /giveſt thow 
Him ? ' Or. what teteivetb be of, thige Hand ? If thow 
Sinneſt, wht deſt then againſt 'Him 7? Break his/Laws 
EN F” d 3 they 


262 The aj Nature of the Divine Law, 
thou mayſt, aid provoke his Juſtice, but thoyvanſt 
' Never cher im leſ7 Perfeft, Or leſs Bleſſed. 
But then we maſt know, that God is pleas%d in 
_ Holy Writ, to ſpeak after the way and faſhion of 
Mex 3 not i as is perfefily agreeing With his own 
Nature, but {o, as 15 moſt ſatable to our Underſtand- 
ings, and may moſt prevail with, and move, us, 

Thus Eye, Ear, Month, deter; Heart, Feet, and 
ſuch like Menebers are, in Sacred Scripture, attriby- 
ted unto God, not that there are any ſuch, in reali- 
ty, in Him, (for He is a Spirit, und altogether t- 
corporeal, ) But that we-might, by theſe Senſible 
T bldes the | better conceive thoſe 'Perfections, 
which are ſhadow*d out by them. Fbr it i534 
yaworthy of Obſervation', That there: are-d 
Members nor Parts of a Man aſcribed nnto'God 7h 
Holy Scri pture, but what do betokenſome Engeloyes, 
Or other in Him; as his Power, his Wiſdom his 
Knowledge, his Love, and ſuch like, And 96 of 
thoſe Parts that- are (as the Apoſtle terms they) 
devices, dnw Tet, OL dopuors, more feeble, Iefs 
honourable, or uncomely, are ny where attributed 
unto Him. Ta 

The Jews have a Sayig "i 
quam deſcendit fine Indumento;, Heavinly, Light never 
deſcends without ſome Vail. "It, otherwiſe, wouſt 
be #00 bright for our weak Eyes. - So theſe Members 
of the Body, which God is pleaſed to admit of, | 
when he ſpeaks of Himſelf unto Us, tre butusOvve- 
eings to > thoſe Treas wha we could net'id 


| Supermuns Nuu- 


age, by (reve aito-1n5 af" Himan metiger, 
and in a way below Himſelf ; ſoinother things He 
ſpeaks to move, and excite owr AfeFins , when' "= | 
Us gn Oe COD COT ÞY ctly 'to'wnveh = 


and of Difobedience thereunto. 26} 
vato him. Thos doth he in a favourable Senſe, Tſai. 
49; 11. Concerning the Work, of my 20s, Command 
ye me. Sovereignty we know E ntially belongs 
unto Him ; and He can as ſoon lofe his bring, as 
He can That : But that He may the more win npon 
us, He thus expreſffeth Himſelf ;, as if He had faid, 
you thall not find me Lofty towards You: But fo 
far condeſcending, as, in your” Reafonable Requeſts, 
#0 ſerve you. 

Thus alſd he is faid to be Angry, to Repent, to 
be preſſed with Mens. Sins, 45 4 Ex is. preſſed witb 
Sbeaves : Not that there can be jh Him any ſuch 
thing as the Paſſion of Anger, or. of Repentance, 
of of Grief z for then there wonld be ns altera- 
tion, and change i int God : Which catinot be tothe 
better, becaolſe he is infinitely Bleffed ; nor to the 
Worſe, bectuſe then He works lofe of his Peteatt- 
6n. And fo, no alteration can there be in Him 
ally and therefore the expreſſing himſelf thus, in 'Þ 
Scripture, 1s the more to preval Agel Ms, | 2 

- The intent of whar ! Inive faid is this: To wit, . 
That God may be ſaid, thorigh nor properly, 
yet, after the way of Haman gpeert, to be't Kors 


Tres by Mens Difobedien "And 'thofe $i 
__ ate as inch as i f he had faid > 
<4 Of i thee hes, to 112 
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calling upon thier to turn 1 unto hs that they-may 
Live; theyare not. * et at. Leiſure 3, with Felix, they 
are apt to ſay, Go thy way, for this time; when we 
have a Convenieut Seaſon we will ſend for Thee. Afﬀ- 
ter ſo many yearsare palt z or when .ſuch buſineſſes 
are done ; or ſuch deſigns accompliſhed ; - or ſach 
Sins acted : then, it may be, they will hearken ynto 
him, and i is not this a making him Serve, -when he 
muſt-thus wait their Motions ; as if their Wills were 
Superiour unto his; and be were rather to obſerve 
Them, then They Him # 

Theoph, 1t.1s bundanzly ſufficient for the ſetting 

forth the hatefulneſs of Diſobedience, that it tends 
to invert the Univerſe; and to reduce Him into Ser- 
vityge, whoſe very Being it is to be Supream of the 
Wor d. N ater is the Violation of - the Sacred 
Laws the leſs odious, becauſe it doth not aGuely ef 
fe this, The Perfection of Gods, Nature which 
cannot, inreality, ſuffer the leaſt Diminution, doth 
not render the Nature of That the leſs Foul, Stein 
were it poſlible, to do it, would trample upon his 
Majeſty, and make him Serve. 
" - Exbul, But I think, Theopbilus, that God's being 
made to Serve by Mens Sus, may have a.more proper 
Signification,; if we conſider Him not. as to his Pere 
fon, and Natnre, but as to bis Name, and Works. 
The former (as. "bath been ſaid,)-cannot, be more . 
or leſs Glorious than they are; but. the later may he 
Exalted, or Depreſt among Men; had-in. phate w 
Vilified in their Words and POO, qr ot th 


And after this manner, in Srod Wei 
ſaid, to be magnified, thoug es he; be D 
Great that his Gr Greatneſs andre Fon Addicion 


O, Magnifie the Lord. rs kD 


that is, as the next Words have it, a ihe X68. 4+ cal hi 
NAME _gg And Sl ed, ORE Magnines 


he E - be, by being hac i Rengien 
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of thoſe 'who draw near unto Him,: and outwardly, 
by being celebrated. in a Religious Manner : 3 inthe 
Henne and View of Men. 

Thus, likewiſe may he - be. Leſs? ned, or biek he 
Lower; for, while we are calld upon to Magnihe, 
and Exalt the Lord, it would-be a fruitles Exhorta- 
tion, unleſs it were poſlible that God ſhould be thus 
Undervalued, and Vilitied among Men. -. 

He is brought under, when Men do »ſe his Holy 
Name tor the promoting thaſe Deſigns which are 
contrary. to his Infinite Purity,, and Righteopſneſs. 
He js alſo made ta Serve, when bis Yorks. are -preſt 
for the carrying onof Evil Actions, contratyto that 
of Fob 36..34...where we are bid to remember that we 
Magnifie bis Works, 

Theopb. Lacknowledge what you ſay to be ſo: But 
ſhould more cheerfully do it, would you' infiſt ſom- 
thing largelier on theſe Things. . -. 

Eabig. Ax:far his Holy Sa T, beaphiluc; howdo 
they make the Almighty to: Serve their: Tueens only, 
wh they-uſe it for the appearing, in ſome Actions, 
to be Religious; ; not that they may. bring any-true 
Glory unto God, but that det may" advance their 
Secular ahaha or their: 'R putation,, rs :Men 5 ? 


"The Holy 
Foes into a yo 3 it were. ohch they! throw be» 
fore Mens.Eyes, that oP _ not he, difecrned in 
their. ſhameful Deeds? \ fo! 

And the'ſame thingdo they,) when, for the obtain- 
ing their own unjuſt Cauſe, they ſhall procure others 
to Swear' thatahich is not fo; or when' they ſhall 
_ end. their awn falſe Oats: for the advantage of their 
Friend, or the Damage of their Enemy.” Or, when 
in ſome Evil Actions: which: they have: been Gwulty 
of, they ſhall make dreadfiet- Jngercatiagy © that; God 
—_ Exemplarily puniſh theto, if they.-he _ a 
n 
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nocent as to the Thing they are charged with; pre« 
ſuming, It will not be unto them according asthey 
have Curſed, 

Add to this, The frequent Of: urping of Gods Sacred 
Name, upon almoſt every trivial occaſion, to Vows 
or Oaths, or to a Vain ſwaggering; and the ſhame- 
fuel Credit of not appearing to be firid and religions. 
When that Great Name, the Reputation of which 
God ftands ſo much up for, and which 1s the great- | 
eſt Argument in our Exigences, for our prevailing | 
with Him for Aid, (What wile thou do to thy Great 
Name? ) when that, which ſhould eſtabliſh all Trath 

in the World, is haPd to the confirming the quite 
contrary :. When that, at which the Devil trem- 
bles, ſhall-be forced for the carrying on of his Heb 
liſh Service, do they not bring the Great and Holy 
Godinto theworſt of Slaveries, into that which _=_ 
Soul doth perfectly loath ? 
 _ Thoopb. By what Steins can we ſufficiently con- 

ceive the Foxtneſs of Diſobedience ? - 1 have fmall 
reaſon to = a kecmagh is {0 deform'd in relati- 


Divine Precepts "doth debsſe T, bows, and, in Them, | 
the Tmage, _ Work of God, to the vileſt of Drud+ 


geries. 
When the Vnderft eftanding, which is capab pable of the 


Knowledge of God, and Thonld be exercis'd to the 
right” conceiving of all Virtues , and the beſt Mes 
thods of bringing them — into Attion, hall bs 
fWd'with Impure Conceptions, and wrought upto 
oy ERA of all Wickec » 6, nd 
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Heſt Ways of redocing it, upon Al occafions, into 


Win the Fil, which ought to be bent to the 
of God, M ah Univerſal liance with 
we, 'ſaati be forward in the defiring and pro- 


ting of Exit, 4nd ſhall reſt ſatisfied in the ac- 


When the "000g which is ſo. well fitted for 
Gods Service, "halt be far from retaining The great 
Mercies he haxh ſhewed to Men.in 'general, und to 
ourſelves inpatticalur, th varions Circathſfances of 
our Lives. When the excelledt Things of Gods | 
Law arte alowWd no room in its but, vn 'the con- 
trary, *vhenijuſblf is chiefly imploy?d'i in the remem- 
bring of thoſe things which art light, and vain; in 
the preſerving profenc to our Mas 'the readieft 
mY beingitig:aboutill AQvtiens; .anUin the keep» 

hole Ar goa others have 'been 
ns ey og ng 'Or 
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Mf di which ſhould: be 3k 
\'Foy'st the-preat Things which'God-hath 
"S ::' 0 in van Unfeigned [Love | to'Him for his 

being H16ving "and: gracious: "UCO'VS in” een 

the Neture antt Foils of ;;ln-am OY Longrs 
wheremoſhall'be whallyR ced 

from Sin : When theſe- hep Ti ſhy,” hall 'be 

turned ſic" Colderef7 -t pn rhas'tThi 

of Heaven; into unÞot ant 

things'wh A In ori 

or:Senfhy NE, yo | 


forThatBle 


hy atone, 
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phane Uſes ; when our afembers, which. are the 
Members of Chriſt, ſhall be made to become the Mem- 
bers of Unrighteonſneſs 3 our Eyes 1n beholding Va- 
nity, our Toxgues inuttering Deceit, or thoſe things 
which Afiniſtey not Grace to the Hearers;; our Hands 
in doing that which is Evilz our Feet 1n being ſwift 
in running to Miſchief ; all of which were made for 
better Ends. | | 

When Men, which were Created in the Smmili- 
zude of God, and ſhould, in their Actions alſo, be 
like him, ſhall through Diſobedience have their- Bo- 
dies and Souls brought under to. ſuch vile Officer, is 
not the Great God made to ſerve in the Principal of 
his Handy-Works on Earth? - Certainly: he is. 

We know, among Men, there may be a ſuffering 
of Indignities z Effrgie; in ſomthing that ſhall re 
preſent the Man, though his Perſon be abſent Or ww- 
zouched;, and the Diſcredit ſhall redound to him, in 
great meaſure, as if he himſelf had-in Perſon ſuf- 
fered. And will it be otherwiſe with the Almighty 
God? Weare his Image and Likeneſs, in reſpeCtof 
our Soxls;, and both in our Souls and Bodies, we bear 
the Image of his Son our Lord, who- was pleaſed 
to take upon him our hole Nature, If therefore 
Diſfobedience ſhall throw ſuch Diſhonour on his I- 
mage, and Workmanſhip in us, although it reach 
not his.Perſon to hurt that, it yet makes him, wh, 
his Works and his Image too, (as we are his Works 


and. Image,) co ſe COON: "# 
. Neither doth it, Theophilus, any more ſpare the 
Almighty, in the obey vif6ble things of the World. 

_ . The Sun, and Moon, and Stars, in their Light and 
Influences; The Earth, and-Sea, and all the Crea- 
tyres thereof in their ſeveral Capacities, He-made 
inſtrumental to the Life, and Virtuoys Aftions of 
_ Glory,: And thereforo ſince They (as'of themſelves 
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Creator,' May's Mouth is to be theirs,, and to offer 
up Praiſe. unto God in their ſtead. Thus did the 
Royal Pſalmiſt for them'; Praiſe the Lord, ye Sun 


and Moon : Praiſe bim all the Stars of Light." - Praiſe. 
the Lord, ye Heavens, and ye Waters that be above the 
Heavens, "Praiſe the Lord from vbe Eartb,'ye Deeps ;... 
Fire and Hail, Snow and V apours, Wind and Storm, 


fulfilling bis Word. Mountains and all Hills; - Friettful 
Trees and all Cedars; Beaſts and all Cantel; z Orvepany 
things and Fly Fowl, Pal. 148, _ © 

.So likewiſe "F, nice theſe Vi able T bing, of them- 
ſelves, are unable to do any ell Deeds mn rela- 
tion unto Men', -our Hands -are, 'in ſome ' fort, to 
become they, through which they are to promote 


Actionsof Juſtice, of Kindneſs, and of Mercy.” Theſe 
are the Ends for which they were made ;; and, in 


them all, they are to do-Service unto God:'!' 
'But, T beopbilus, our Difobedience to the Divine 
ike turns all theſe things another way; and "makes 


the "Holy God, in his Creation to be Inſtrumental 


_ Services which are quite Contraty! unto Him- 
# e "24324 


--When' the Sus ſhall riſe; md:make the- 
iy that:thoſe-Sins may beat, 'which require Day- 
light in the Comiſſion ;/ When it ſhall ſer, and Nighe 


come on,therely for the'accompliſhing of thoſeVices, | 
When Ms- 


which need ſcerefie chiefly, and darkyeſs. 
lice and'Tll Nature - ſhall ſtrengthen themſelves, 
calling to their Aid whatever we poſſeſs, rather than: 
fall-nnaRive to the 


Charity and Friendſhip for the Benefit of others, "ſhall 
be abuſed to Intemperance,” Covetolſneſs ohelandi- 
tion, is not God, through the Works which h@hath 


Services ?. p  heoph:; 


ws I 
being Mmte, ) canngt Celebrate the Fralfer of their © 


Day, On-" 
ground: - When what fhoutd in” 
| Sobriety be imploy*d for the'giod of onrſelves;-and<in> - 


Created, niade to Serve ; Yea, to Serve the worſt*- 
of Beings, his greateſt Adyerſary,« in the worſt of 
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Theoph. Were it not © that the, Cregtion is by fans 
Religious Men improved to rightEnde, we mighs 
hot wonder, if it ſhould give Sgar that it rather 
would boreduced to iss firſt 6th 0, than be thug ab: 
fed to the Difhogaur of its Maker, and of iefelf. 
Enbel, This Slavery, T beogbilus, the Creamre ig, 
” manger, ſenſible af, fer the Apoltle ſaith, Row 
\ 22. The whole Creation Greaneth, and twavelleth in 
fo | together wittil naw , and al upon the agent that 
it is made Subje@ unto Vanity, aud brought undor the 
Bondage of Corruptian. I 1s not wilingiprhas i it thus 
Garvarh the Prince of Darkneſs, - It groguerb and aro- 
mv pairs Which expreſſions denate the State 
IE is now 18, to be a State of great Miſcrys, and ſpeak 
forth the —— terging, and the moſt carne Ex+ 
Peciation _ be delivered from It, into; the glagiou 
Liberty of the Sons of God : Where, as tboft Sour 
of God Thal be freed from Sin, and {hall do Service 
pare: ,. and yncorrupted unte God ; fo the reft of the 
ifible Creation, which hath to mach, anioo lang] 
been forc'd to miniſter, unto Vain Ends, and Un« 
godly Practices, ſhall be af erted allo into that Free- 
dom, where it never ſhall be imployed more but in the 
tras Service of God; wyoſe Service is ptrfediFree-, 
oo \ This, 1 donbt no, but thoſe wards he mbold 
rooneth, do 11 enifie , not only. Mer, but 
the oof af the Crgamrrer iſo, which have been for o 
log. time abuſed to Unxightegulne! 

Theeph, If thus it, be in xeſpett. of the Criatwrers, 
whoſe Being, as to a great part of them; is of the 
more inſan{ible fort, we may beſure that fp, who! 47 
a _ God of bis Honovr, IS more: negyly caſts 
_cern? 

 Enbel.: Yes, Theepbilws, he is throughly Senkible 
how: 'Unworthily, in the Creations Throidoue, he habhs 
been dealt with 3 and therofore.all theſe things my & 
have 'the Fallation, which hath bevn Shrown pow 
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them, A. The Heovpns ſhalt paſ away 
with.a great Noiſe ;, and the Elements ſhall Mels with 
Fervent Heat ;, and 'all the Works therein ſhall be Burne 
#p, 2 Pet. 3. 10, and ſo ſhall be purified from their 
Corruption, and{Stains, For v. .12, it is _—_— We 
look, for. a new Heaven agcording #0 his Promiſe, - and 
a New Earth, wherein dwelletb HE yp: all 
which Exp reſlions, though by ſome be niade to. 
ſgnifie the Diſſolution of oe Fewiſh Dn and the” 
Eſtabliſhment of the Goſpel of Chriſtinthe' World, 
yet certainly they haverelation to the Zeſt Day, the 
Dey of Judgment alſo ,; if not only unto That.. And 
the Fire is denored, as to deftroy the Vain Works of 
Men on the Earth, fo likewiſe:to parifie thoſe parts 
of the Creation, which have, by Men, DRIES 
unto Sin, and:Vanity. 
yo beoph, Were the Foul Nature of Diſobedi ience 
rightly diſcern'd, ſurely, Zuh«{ws, all' Men. would 
—_ it. For could any one-0n this fide. Hel); we 
willing to bring ſuch Servitude on God,: ſbeh»Thral 
dom on the Creation z and thereby, Juch- unlpet- 
able Deformity on Themſelyes ?  _ 

Eubal. Such Evils are there in Diſdbedience; that 
when we think the worſt of. it,- we:think: not bad- 
enough, but. we have as yet nine Bow art \{een it; of: 
ſych an Extenpve Natare is this bateful Thing, that: 
it would ſpread itſelf beyond all Time, 
| And fo the Actors of it, although ſomthinghac-: 
| 7M, and Defors, Ye they ay m—_ 

» and Deſires. Yea mn y to: 
 aſtect. a kind of Evernzcy in their 
The Pleaſures of Wickedned i In which theymake 
God to Serve, (as hath been faid,) bow any arg: 
they, that they are of no greater a length!” And, did: 
they but know how todd. it,, bow forwartl-war 
they be to ſtretch them out into; an Infinite Nurat y 

on and bind the Alwighty all the way, . to-miniſtar”. 
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to their Polluted Conyetſations! If. Conſcience 
within doth check them , full gladly- would they 
remove it for ever out of their Breaſts that it might 
diſturb them no more. And Him, who' in Heaven 
1s the Lord of All, they would either wholly De- 
throge,and Diſpoſleſs of all his Sovereignty ; or elſe 
would-entruſt him with it no farther than to Serve 
_ Humours, as they, upon occaſion, ſhould call 
or it, :* 1 | 
Theoph. Pray give a particular Inſtance, or two, 
of what you now ſay. 
Exbul, Take, Theophilus, the Malicious Man firſt, 
_ he cannot, it may be, do much againſt them whom 
he Hates; but he hath a Will to punyſh them Eter- 
nally, knew he but how.. And this, methinks, thoſe 
ſevere Curſes too much ſpeak out, when he Dread- 
fully, *upon any Diſpleaſure, bids God to Damn 
Them; and, as far as his Words and Wiſhes will 
do it, gives them over unto the Devil to be taken. 
_ Neitheris it any better with the Ambirious Mex. 
He would be always riſing above others; and the 
Great God muſt for ever adminiſter to his Proud + 
Wiſhes and Deſigns. If he, at any time, be diſap- 
pointed in his Hopes and Enterpriſes, he inwardly 
rageth, and is, in effect, ſorry that the Power of 
the Higheſt is not, ſo much, at leaft, in his Hand, 
as that he may exalt himſelf above all other Men 
and continue there, without any fear of ever being 
Lower: thus far God «aft always Serve him; and 
when he ſhould be accuſtom?d for ſome time to the | 
oreateſt Height on Earth, wehave reaſon to think 
he would next wiſh to be the Supream of Heaven 
too, and to extort the whole Power from the Crea- 
tor of the World. | 
Some Men perhaps would think, that what1 have 
ſpoken borders too much upon Fancy; but, Theophi- 
lus, in Reality, it doth not, And, well for us - is, 
| -— : tg at 
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That there is'a. God above, who will not let [go 
his Power z That his Laws are fixt,; and that his- 
Authority in them: will never, can never, be 'oyer- 
thrown: Happy -are we, that Heaven will always be : 
his Gift, and Hell be never otherwiſe than in his 
Diſpoſals. Alas, what ſhould we. do; if we, and 
all things elſe were in the power of ſorhe Men ! How 
miſerable would their Malice and. ill Nature make: 
us to be on Earth ! Upon what light offences ſhould 
we be ſent quick into Hell ! How woyld Heaven lie, 
open to Pride and Ambition ! How all the Work of 
our Redemption be trodden under foot ! And thoſe, 
ſacred Laws, in ſo much Righteouſneſs and Mercy 

ven us by our Lord, how tarwd- into Confuſion ! 

othing is ſo evil, but, might they have their Wills, 
God*s Power ſhould ſerve for the accompliſhing and 
_ pexpetuating of ir. And not only: his Holy Name, 
and his Works, but his Perſon and Glorious Attri- 
butes ſhould be brought under, and made Vaſſalsto 
their wicked Imaginations , and 'uncentrouPd Im- 
piety, _ EE IE, Es Cha ae 

Theoph, What could Diſobedience do niore, if 
God were an Intrexder in the World ?. If he uſed his 
Power in an Oppreſive way, and if Man were leaſt 
of all Creatures fitted for his Service? _ © | 
 Embul. Here it is, Theophilus, that Diſobedience 
hath its Loathſomneſs : For ſo fat..is the Almrghty 
trom being an Intruder , that there was no God 
formed before him, neither ſhall there be any after bim, 
nor 18 there any beſides him. He' is the only Potemtate, 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords; and fo he uſurps 
the Right of none, affects no unjuſt Power. - The 
Heavens and the Earth were the Worky of bis Hands, 
- Nor hath he ever made over his Rizht to. any other. 
None then can fay, that he zzrrsded into the Werld, 
and by Trjuſftice holds the Dominion thereof; Z 
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' Neither doth he Rule in an Oppreſſive way. At 
the firſt, conſtrain'd by no neceſlity , nor owing 
any thing to any one, and needing the Services of 
rione, but prompted by his own Goodneſs alone, He, 
through his Power, gave earn unto Men. When 

he had this done, He honoured them with the Do- 
minksn ovet afl Things in this Lower World; but 
much' more he honour'd them in making them ſuch, 
who-could diſcern Him, that*Created them, and could 
do him Service,” , 

Indeed the meaneſt Creatures upon Earth, how- 
ever ſenſleſs in their Natures, do yet ſerve God : 
Ever Snow and Hail, Wind and Storm., fulfil bis 
Bord ; but then they know not that they fulfil it, 
and fo their Obedience, in reſpect of themſelves, 
is leſs worthy. God may more truly be ſaid to ſerve 
hiinfelf of em, according to the Expreſſion of the 

ophet, Fer. 34. 10. than they be faid properly to - 
ferve bin. 

But Men he indaed with a Reaſonable and Intel- 
ligent Soul, by which they conceive what it is they 
do, and why they do it: And fo having a ſenſe of 
themſelves and” their own ſtate, and, in ſome fſorc 
alfo, bf the Greatneſs and other Infinite Excellences 
of the Lord whom they ſerve, Their Obedience alone, 
_ of all Farthly Creatares, may be termed the Grace 
of Obedience, and They only have the Honour to be, 
_ in ftriinefr and propriety of Speech, ſerviceable, and 

obedient unto God. 
© Yea, when Men had deſery*d the Puniſhment of 
Death by breaking the Command of Gog, He, in 
infinite Mercy and Wiſdom, contriv*d a way for the 
- Aving them from Deſtruction, by the pretious Death 
of his Son. | | 
_ - And in relation hereunto, He hath, by that his 
Son, given them Commands that are not grievow, 
Laws that are righteous and good,perfeCtive of their 


Nature, 
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Nature, and tfuly uſeful to Society, He youckiſafe® 
Afiſtances from Heaven for the Performance 6 
them, and promiſes Everlaſting: Salvation after 
Death to thoſe who ſincerely obſerve them, And 
laſtly, He fiſtairis and preſerves thein, ever while 
they ſin againſt Him 3 when they could not breath, 
did not his Providence afford them Air 3 nor live, 

did not he give them Bread? | 
So thar God may fay to Theſe, as he did to his 
Vineyard, Iſai. 5. Fudge, I pray you; betwveen Me 
and Them : What could bave been done more unto them, 
that TI have it done £ And for which of all theſe 
ng Works do you throw Servitude upon me? 
Vhat ſhould more extite your Honow# to me as a 
Father, your Fear tb me as a Maſter, ahd your Love 
to me as a Fr:ejid, than theſe things? And if 7 
am your Father, wbere is riiine Honour * If I am your 
Maſter, where is my Fear ? And if I am your Froend, 
(as none poſlibly can be more,) is this your Kindneſs 
to your Friend ? Do you thus requite the Lord: ye fooliſh 
People and tinwiſe, b make bim to ſerve by your Sins ? 
Theopbh. You faid truly, that here it 1s that Diſo- 
| bedience hath its Loathſomneſs, Fot where Diſin- 
getiuity and [ngratitude do riſe ſo high, (as here they 
rags do,) what deeper Stiin can there poſſibly 

wg | 

And as one would wonder, how any ſhould be wil- 
"lng to carty it fo ill towards a gracious God, who 
hath beyond Expreſſion deſerved well of them; fo 
one would no leſs wonder, that it could ever enter 
into the Heart of Man to ſay, That God by his De- 
crees hath neceſſitated thent to Diſobedience : That He 
| carinot juſtly find fanlt, becauſe #bo is it that bath re- 

 fiſted bis ls - Eu nes 
 Embul, A Man would admite indeed ; tliat any 
ſhould be ſo abſurdly unreaſonable. For who would 
ever defignedly bting himfelf into Difhonour; wy 
S 5 
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be the chief. cauſe of that, which 1gmoſt odious in 
his own Eyes? This, no wiſe Man, no, nor one 
-but tolerably in his Wits, would ever do. 

Let us but Attribute that Wiſdom to Himz, whom 
we. acknowledge to be infinitely Wiſe, which, in 
theſe Circumſtances, would never be wanting to any 
Man who hath Common Senſe and Reaſon, and we may 
be quickly ſatisfied that God compelleth no one to 
Vuifie his Holy Name, his Image, and his other 
Works; and to bring them into the Service of the 

_ Devil; tothe great Satisfaction and Delight of that 
his Enemy. ”— 

Let us not therefore ſay, I: is through the Lord, that 
we bave done thus ;, for we ought not to do the things 
which he bateth. Let us not ſay, He bath cauſed us 
#0 Err ; for the Lord hateth all Abomination, and they 

that fear God, love it not, as the Sox of Sirach Ex. 
ccllently ſpeaketh, Chap. 15: Verl. 11, 12, 13. Or 
as the Holy Ghoſt himſelf ſaith in St. James, Let no 
Atan ſay when he is tempted, (unto Evil,) he is temp- 
8d of God; for God canxot be tempted with Evil; nej- 
ther tempteth he any one. But every Man is tempted 
when he is drawn away of his own Luſt and emiced, 
Chap. 1+ 13. 14. God bath no need of the Sinful Man, 
and he hateth Evil, even while it ſhall ſeem to be 
done that good may come. And wholoever ſhall ſay, 
let us do Evil that Good may come, the Apollletelleth 
us, their Damnation is juſt. How can any one then 
imegine,that God ſhould neceſſitate Men to thoſeSins 
that ſtrike direfly at his Honour? And bring him 
as far as poſlible, and would yet further bring him, 
could it b: done, into the worſt of Servitudes ? 

Theoph. They highly diſhonoxr God, *'who by their 
Diſobedience do carry themſelves Contemptuoully. 
But yet thoſe Perſons, who make Him Himſelf to be 
the moving Canſe of all this, do the myre diſhonour 

| bim, becaule they repreſent him as ſuch an one 
| who 


_ 
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who 1s not worthy of better Services than Wicked 
Meu would Subject him'unto, + 

Moſt Horrid abuſers they Both are of the moſt 
Righteous'and Holy God, But why (if I may law- 
fully enquire ſo far,) will be permit ſuch things againſt 
Himſelf ? Why will he not 'rather force Men into 
due Obedience, or elſe Cut themoff * 

A Wile Governor on Earth, when he ſees him- 
Telf ſtruck at; his Favours abuſed; his Laws vili- 
fied; yea, the Ruin of his Perſon wiſhed, will 
think the preſent time not too ſoon to puniſh ſuch 
Notorious Offenders. And while God letteth thoſe 
alone who thus Sin againſt him ; uſing no reſtraints 
towardsthem ; nor making them Exemplary in their 
Puniſhments ; may he not ſeem to aCt below the Wil- 
dom of Prudent Governours: among Men ? Are 
not the Criminals encouraged to continue in their 
Wickedneſs? And others alſo drawn by their 
Example into the ſame Exceſs of Iniquity ? And 
may not Gods Government of the World hereby 
ſeem remiſs ? 
Ewubul, There is a great deal of difference, Theo- 
philus, between God and Thoſe who are Governors 
upon Earth, The Frail Condition of Theſe, if the 
poſſibility of their Perſons being really: brought into 
Servitude, or deſtroy'd ; and their Governments be- 
ing weakned or wholly overthrown ; requireth often 
times the ſpeedy Puniſhment of Thoſe who are No-. 
torious Offenders  —<- 

But God in his Perſon 1s ſecure from all the-Evils 
that can be wiſl®d or attempted againſt him. - And 
however his Government may, in appearance, be 
leſPned, yet, in reality, his Power and Dominion 
can never be endangered; or diminiſhed, For (as 
before was ſaid,) he is infinitely perfe&, and fois no 
way ſubject to any Change for the Worſe, and 
therefore there is no need that God ſhould make that 
| T 3 | taite 


295 The Frue Nature of the Divine Law, 


haſte toreſtrain ar puniſh the Diſohedient as Earthly 
Princes muſt oftentimes, in Prudence, do. 
Add to this, "Chat many of thoſe Sins againſt 
God,which deſerve the ſevereſt Puniſhments, though 
they, by no means, can be for the Welfare of So- 
ciety on Earth, yet do not immediately ſtrike at, 
and* diſturb the Peace of the Community; or, at 
moſt, not in any eminent degree. And ſo the Ne- 
ceſlity of Human Affairs doth not preſently call for 
God as a Revenger. 
Yet notwithſtanding theſe things, we may with 
Truth ſay, Theopbilw, That ſame of thaſe:-who do 
with an high Hand fin againſt Him, God famtimes 
makes Examples pf his Wrath ; and in them doth 
vindicate his own Soveraignty and Power, which 
they, as much as in them lieth, have brought under 
and trampled upon. And this he ſo doth, as that 
they themſelves may look upon it to be God's 
juſt Hand ;. and that others ally may nk npwkdrs 
it his doing. 
But then, Communities of Men, which, by their 


" publick Sins, make the Almighty ro ſerve, are al- 


ways, when thoſe Sins are ripe, "puniſhed in this 
World; for they cannot with any reaſon be thought 
puniſhable 1 in the next; becauſe, all Bonds of Civil 
Society are utterl; broken and evacuated by the 
Death of the Whole. Yea, and thoſe Private Mem, 
who have contribyted their ſhare to the'Sins of q 
Nation as ſuch, are alſo oftentimes, ip ſome reſpect, 
puniſhed in this World, even after Death, hy Pub- 
lick Calamities reaching their Children, or ather 
Relations, in whom themſelves are, in a manner, 
ſtill here continued. 'Which, to one who rightly 
conſiders it, ſheweth forth God's Righteous Judg- 
ments upon them. ” 

But becauſe it is not always ſafe to pronounce, 
T1 hat the untimely Deaths, Or unexpected gee” 

: ' o 
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of ſome particular Perſons, are an immediateStroke 
of God upon them for their Diſobedience; (far our 
Chriſtian Charity will not permit this, when we 
know no ſignal: Crimes by them.) And the great 
Affiittions of ſome, who are not greater Sinners 
than other Men; and of ſome, whom we have rea- 
ſpn to eſteem as good Men, may caution us, in.this 
point, not to be over-forward to Judge: And be- 
cauſe alſo we ſee a great many, wicked Men to {ive 
and become old; to be in no Troubles as other Mew ;, to 
die in peace,. and Jeave the reſt of their Subſtaxce for 
their Babes 3 Therefore we may affirm it as a Truth, 
Viz, That God ſeeth it fit generslly 208 to cut off thoſe 
Mex, nor yet to force them jutto Qhedience , who by 
thetr D;ſobedience do thu4 make bins to ſerve, 
He: ſeeth it fit generally not. to ewt them off, that 
they may have. ſpace for Repentance, Thus did he 
to the Church of Thyatira; I gave ber, ſaith ke, ſpace 
to Repent of her Fornicatipn: And for this end may 
he ſpare theſe, dealing. with-them as the Lord did 
with the Barren Fig-Tree, hoping that thoughthey 
. be not fruitful this year, thty will grow better 1be next. 
And this the rather, becauſe from the thoughts af 
this Goodneſs of God unto them, they may the moxe 
eftectually be prevaiPd - upon to repent. ' Deſpyſeſt 
thou, aith the Apoſtle, the Riches of bis Goodneſs and 
For bearance, and Long-ſuffering, uot knowing that the 
| Goodneſs of God (in this his Forbearance and Long- 
ſufiering,) leadeth thee to Repemtance ? A Sorrow for 
former Sins, and an Acknowledgment of God?s So- 
veraignty for the future, in Mens giving themſelves 
up to his Service, may ariſe from other Conſiderations 3 
but from none more direfily or more” farcibly, than from 
that of his ſparing them, and ſuffering them to live, 
that they may Repent and Turn unto him. - 
Neither may it be a ſmall Motive for his not gen-- 
rally Cutting them6f; that in caſe they do not Re- 
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peat, there may, from their Freedom from-Puniſh- 
ment in this Life, be afforded unto us firong 4c 
that there will-be Another Life after This ; in Slick. 
_ thoſe Sins which are here ſpared and Uirepented of, 
ſhall-moſt ſurely be puniſhed, - © NP 

- God is a Rightepus God, and he hath told us 
plainly by his Prophet Nebum, Chap. 1. 3. That be 
-will not aoquit the Wicked. And it is not Unobſerva- 
'ble, that Theſe Words tre put thus ;- to wit, The 
Lord is ſlow to Anger, and great in Power, and wilFot 
 acquit the Wicked © As much as to ſay: Though he 
forbear long, yet it is not as if he could not paniſh 
yea, if they ſhall- go-on in their Diſobedience, and 
not Repent them of their Miſdeeds, they moſt cer. 
tainly ſhall havethe Reward-of their Doings. © 

Now, in+that 'Fheſe Wicked Men, -who, to the 
utmoſt of their Pewer, make God my Serve, do of- 
#en live and dye Sirboxs Pwuniſhments, they muſt xe- 
cefſarily be puniſhid after Peath's -or elſe God will, 
contrary to his Word, acquit - tbe Wicked. But the 
fudge of the Earth will do'Right,, though all Men 
- thall be Lyars, yet God'cannor but be True: And 

therefore he will not Cut them off, that he may 
* make them a ſtrong Argument that there will be a 
Day of Puniſhments, Red this World isat an End 
with mw. TER 

And Laſtly, T. Brophitur, we may not amiſs think, 
he will-ſu # > rheote: to'Live, that if They Repent not. 
Here, 'they themſelyes may hereafter, 1a the Other 
World, confeſs that” they are juſtly punifred. 

Though Gods {paring their Livesin ſo much Mer- 
CP, when they had deſerved to be ſtruck Dead, or 
ſent Living-into Hell, were little minded by them 
.,on Earth, it yet ſhall, at the Great Tribunal, have 
this efect upon them, viz. To make them acknow- 
ledge that their Damnation is Juſt; becauſe They 
tad ſo mach favour thew:d them , "ard they .ſhut 


their Eyes upon it, , - Ang 


and of Diſobeatence thereunto.. 28g r 


_ And ſurely as Gods Gracious Deſigns of Mens 
Turning unto him, and being happy, do take off 
whatever can be Objected againſt his not preſently | 
deſtroying the Difobelivitt. 'So the Reputation of 
his Taftice, which: will by this means -be Exalted, 
CVEN aAMONng T boſe that in Hell ſhall ſuffer it, mg) abun- 
dantly Vindicate Gods Government of the World 
from being ſlack and remiſs, though the do not 
immediately Condemn unto Death thoſe who make 
him to Serve hy their Sins. 

Theoph. You bans throughly ſatisfied me ,why God 
doth not preſently Cuz thoſe off who arc Rebellions. 

But ſince all Power is his, and with a Word He 
can do it, why doth he not Force them itito Obedi- 
ence ; that his Sovereignty may be acknowledg?d by 
all; and not oppoſed, fo much as in appearance, by 
any ? 

Eubul. One Reaſon maybe; Becauſe be would bave 
their Obedience to be their V; irtue ; and ſich E:3 ſhall 
become Ragional Creatures to give, He, as Elibu faith, 
Teacheth Them more than the Beaſts of the Earth's and 
maketh Them Wiſer than the Fowles ef Heaven, " that 
they may know what Good, and what Evilis ; and 
may be ſenſtble of the Favours that are hewd 
pnt> them, He hath given them a Will to cliooſe, 
or refuſe, what things are before them; And hath 
planted Aﬀetions in their: Souls, by which Love 
and Gratitude may be Exerciſed. 

Now, when they ſhall endeavaar to Underſtand 
what 1s truly Good, and alſo what Gods Loving- 
kindneſs to them is; when they ſhall chooſe that 
which is beſt ; and ſhall wilingly ſerve Him whom 
they know to be the Lord of the World," and their 
Lord ; Loving him for his Goo ineſs, and f{tri- 
 ving to expreſs Thankfulnefs to him, ſo far as they 
are able; -when, I fay, they ſhall 'do this, they 
Will be Virtuous, and ſheiw themſelves ſuch as their 
Nature and Make require they ſhould bg, But 
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But how mk mala it be for theſe Men 

tobe. geen contrary to their Mind and Will ? 

'herej they be Commendable, ſhould they 
W eco not help? And how unſut+ 
Love and Gratitude is Vicks and Cone 


Its Love \that is chiefly acceptable from Men unto 
For He hath ran them; and his Love 
Ter be anſwer'd with Love again, But true Love 
proceeds by the Perſuaſive Way; and. never ſhews 
ticlf aright but when itis Willing and Free; and is 
wrought upon by kind Inducements, and endearin 
Motives 5. which are things that are at the a 
diſtance from Force. 

Noy, this perſuaſive Method God generally takes 
with-Men, 'as being moſt futable to their Natures ;, 
and the proper way to prevail with them for that 

bedience, which, as it ariſeth from their Willing- 
$ and Love, will be pleaſing in his Sight. He 
multiglieth his Favours upon them 3 ſendeth his Ho- 
ly Spinit to quicken and excite him, by Sacred Al- 
_ Iurements, = taking Suggeſtions; but never, with 
3 mighty: force to compel them ; or, at moſt, very 
rarely; .and that, upon very fig nal Qccaſ! ions. 

Ye, ſomtimes he uſeth the Severer Way; partly 
out of Judgment, but yet out of Love too : Com- 
miſſiening-Aflictions to fall upon them, if, by this 
means, he may prevail with them : . yet always ſo, 
as that cthe-leaves room for their Will ; without 
which. their QAbedience would be of no worth with 
Him ; and not their Virtue in the leaſt, nor aty way 
it for Rewards. 

- This may be one Reaſon. 


Another, why God will not Force them into Obe- 
_ dience, we may conceive to be this viz. That if they 


Ps ”" ws abeſe gentle Methods be wrought upon, For 
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cataeſs, which canſiſted in large Poflefſions. 
| Muktitudes of Men, (the Works and Gifts of God 

þoth, )- mult be em ploy*d to no- other Ends but 
the bringipg under Ones; though by the moſt wt- 
Yaſtifiable Methods of Uncightcouſhels and Cru» 


ett 

Well: . Gad ſees the Deſigns of this Ha nghty Man, 
and he will not preſently check him, The Jews were 
2 'Nation that had behaved themſelves fo ill, that 
God ſtyles them ;be People of bes Wrath. Againſt 
theſe naw will God imprave the Pride and Cruelty 
of - this Afjrian, making Him his Rod to ſcourge 
Them : 9 Aſſyrian, the Rod'of mijue Anger, T will ſend 
bim againſt an H Iypocritical Nation , and eg tbe 
People of my Wrath will I grove bim s Charge #0- take 
the Spoil, and to take the Prey, and to tread them down 
like the Mire in the Streets, Verl. 6. But that. you 
may ſee this King had no good Deſign, but thnqlts 
contrary, it is ſaid in the next Verſe, Howbert be - 
meaneth not” ſo, neither doth bis Hears think, fo; but is 
is in his Heart to cut off Nations not a few : And - 
therefore when God hath performed bis whale Work, 
sf. Monnt Sion and Samaria, In puniſhing them 

the Prjde of the King of Aſſris, then will 

he nl puniſh the ſtout Heart of that King, and the 
Glory of bis Looks, Verl. 12, 
' Thus thoſe Actions that are leaſt intended by 
Men to-God%s Seryice, will He by his Wiſdom mw 
for his own Setvice; . yet 10 as thar they ſhall re» 
ry Sins {till 1n the Actars, and ſhall _ the laſt. 


have the Recompence that is.due ugge them. 


= this King was, and very great, 3 "a0d tis 


After 
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-Aﬀter the ſame manner alſo is it in other Sins : 
In the Covetous, God's Gifts muſt ſerve their gree- 
_ dy Deſires; and muſt be heap'd up for this End 
chiefly, that the Owners may'have as little a De- 
pendence upon Providence as may be. - And, could 
they think their Treaſures ſhould ever adminiſter to 

Breerhandedneſs, and Liberality, it would be their 
Trouble. Yet theſe Men's ſordid Deſires and AQi- 

| ons, God, in his ſecret Wiſdom, ſomtimes will or- 
der to ſerve, after ſome years, - in the good Offices 
of Charity and Pity 3. in that He, who by Uſury and 
zenjuſt Gain encreaſeth bis Subſtance , ſhall (when he 
little intendeth 1o,) gather it for him that will pity 
tbe Poor. CELLS : 

-Innamerable Inſtances might be given of God's 
improving the contrary Deſigns of Men into his 

Glory. I will only ſay this; That the Wiſdom of 

' the Almighty 1s, on' Earth, 1n nothing more ſeen 

 thanimthis I now mention. His Service is hardly 
more-frequently carried on by the ipious and righ- 

- teous Attions of good Men, than it is bythe indire& 
andicrooked Prattices of the Diſobedient : God, as 
it were, ſecretly arreſting their ungodly Contrivan- 

_ ces,*and bringing them about, without: any. virtue 

_ of i theirs, or thanks to them ; fomtimes that the 

' Crafty may be taken in their own Crafiineſ7, ſomtimes 

- that the Welfare of Good Men may be the. more pro- 
moted;- and, in all, that it may be known, That 

however Evil Men may endeavour to make Him, 'in 

his Holy Name and Works, ſerve their wicked Ends, 

He yet Himſelf is the Great God that Rwleth over all : 

L And though many Devices may be in Meys Hearts, yet 

| , the Counſel of the Lord That ſhall tand, 

T - And whoſoever conſiderech This, together with 
the other Reaſons, before inſtanced in; why God 

. doth neitker Cut theſe Wicked Men generally off ; 
nor force them into Obedience, will haye a 
| Cauig 
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cauſe to ſay, that God ated below the Wiſdom of 
Prudent Governors on Earth; That Criminals are 
encouraged tocontinue in their Sins z and Others to 
come in, and be partgkers with them, by their Ex- 
ample. ; ID. 
Theopb. 1 confeſs, what you have ſaid, I; cannot 
but aſſent unto: And do heartily acknowledge, that 
God is Merciful and Wiſe in his Dealings with the 
Children of Men. = 
Eubu). But'though God doth ſomtimes ahſtain 
from. puniſhing their Diſobedience , and ſomtimes 
doth improve it for the effefting of what He himſelf 
would have done, yet it is. not thereupon the leſs 
Loathſome in its awn Nature, and Deform?*d. It 
tendeth, as far as poſlible, for ever to Diſlolve the 
Community betwixt God as a Lawgliver, and Men 


his Subjects. 
And perchance we hence may not unmeetly diſ- 


cern, how agreeably Rebellious Men are requzzed in 
being Eternally puniſhed in Hel. Their Will would 
have had their. wickedneſs uncontrouP'd ; and the 
pleaſures thereof extended to an infinite Duration 
and God muſt thus for ever have Miniſtred unto 
them, to the Eternal Overthrow of all that is Sacred. 
They ſuffer therefore no longer than they would 
have Sinned :. And it is not Incongruous that they 
ſhould for ever bear his Wrath, who, might they 
have had. their Deſire, would for ever have-made 
Him to Serve under Them, for the maintaining af 
on Iniquities. But, Theophilus, It 1s time to can« 
clude. P LEY 

| Theopb. The coming on of Night tells us it is.. 
Yet cannot, Eubulus, but make one Wiſh firſt, wiz. 
That Men would be willing not to be impoſed upon 
by the falſe appearances of Diſobedience, (for yery 
deceitful Colours it often weareth,) but would con- 
i1der the true Nature thereof, in its Geznine Un. 
comelineſs and Deformity, : Eubsl, 
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 Exbid. It would be yell if they would ſs do. 
For T1 dare appeal even to Wicked Men themſelves, 
whether it would not ſeem grolly ill in their Eyes, if 
thoſe Servants, who, by datys and many particular 
Favours, are obliged to Honour, Reverence, and 
| Love their Good Maſter, ſhould, inſtead bf doing 
That, canſe Him to pird bimſe/f, and to Serve Then: 
#1 cbey bave Eaten and Drunkz and afterwards bid 
Him to Eat and Drink, Whether yet it would not 
fFemMmuch worſe to them, if theſe Servants ſhould 
conftrain their Lord to thoſe amefiel AGions, which 
the vileft of Slaves would be thought t9o good for; 
I doubt not but ſuch Servants they would abhor ; and 
think no puniſhments great enongh for Them, 
TheCaſe ſtands worſe in their own making God 
Serveby their Diſobedience, For no Earthly Maſter 
can deſerve ſo much Honour and Love of a Servantr; 
as God doth of Them, Neither can any Servi- 
tude, eyecn in the moſt noiſome Circymſtances, be 
fo loathſome to a Maſter here, as the Service of their 
Sins iS unto God. And is it a becoming thing, that 
He, who is God over all, ſhould be thus Vilihed by 
his own Creatures ? That He, before pbom the Au- 
gels Cover their Faces , and whoſe Coutts, We, even 
mour beſt Services, are to approach with Fear and 
Reverence, ſkould be ſo far profaned, as, without 
any regard to his Greatneſs and Holineſs, to be 
brought lower than the meaneſt of all his Works ; 
into a Bondage, of it{cIf, vſeful to no good End ? 
Sare, the Horrid: Villany of the thing may make 
them abominate it. Eſpecially,ſince They,who,of all 
_ this lower World, are the meeteſt to Serve Cod, 
are the alone Creatures that Diſobey him. All things 
here, even to the meaneſt Worm that creeps, do 
his Will in their ſeveral places; and ſhall Mes be 
the failing, yea, the Rebellious part of the Crea- 
\tion ? And, inftead of ſerving God with the reſt of 
Ls | is 
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his Works, ſhall they force thoſe his Works from 
his Service z and themſelves make Him, by-thele 
we HIFe th, hil bey thu d they 
Tveoph, In Truth, whulet us do, 
bring the greateſt Slavery upon Themſelves; iy that 
they Serve. many Maſters : and thoſe .ſach BY are 
contrary the one to the Other. This Vice bids go; 
Thar, at the ſame time, Wills them to ſtay, Cove+ 
touſneſs prompts them to hold faſt z ambicioa ur= 
ges them not to Spare ; Pride makes des to _ 
iſe Others ; and. yer, to their neal 

awra that they may riſe hi ncert 
Slavery it is, and noleſs dif derham 
Contrivances! What Clarings with thoſe etheye Calt- 
not abide ! What Infidelity to them whomthy pre- | 
tend Friendſhip nnto! What Fears of being | 
out! What Evil Induſtry to keep all private ! 'No 
Servitude can ſurely be worſe. 


Exbul. But, Theophilus, wee'l now leave theſe 


Men: Putting up Prayers to God for them [ that 
; they may remember ach things as theſe 3 bringtne 
_ferioufly to their Minds ; weigh themin their 
"Jeliberate Thoughts ; aud, by ſo doing, inſtead of 
being La 4 ds ſhew Themſelves fo bel Men. FE 
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= Fe Plea of thoſe is vain, who ſay, they 
= mever ſinned maliciouſly againſt the Als 
- mighty * nor wiſh'd hi Greatneſs and Power 
fo be leſs. The Difference betwixt Rebellion 
7 28 God, and that againſt a Temporal 
ance. Diſobeadtence a defilement in whomſ0- 
ever it ts, Not the ſame Pollution in all Sins; 
What the Sins of Good Men are ; and how 
' known to be theirs. The Sins of wicked Men 
of a acep Dye; wherein they differ from thoſe 
> "ag Men. The Difference between wicked 
en ; How, of the worſt ſort, ſome are more © 
open, ſome more ſecret, in their Sins. How 
the Sins of the l-{s evil ſort are to be mea- 
fſar'd. The ſame fairneſs of Converſe not 
equally innocent unto many. A Sin may be 
4 pardonable one to ſome, when the very ſame, 
zo the Eye and Opinion of Men, will not be 
fo to others, What we are to think of the 
Fleinous Sins of Good Men, Regiſtred in Holy 
. Seripture, No reaſon from them for wicked 
Mew to think better of their own Sins. God 
with not eſteem the Sins of his Children, which 
are 


: | 4h ; n; het FARES, | #89 
\r6.i them Jues, as great as, and the ſame 
with, the: Sits of other Men; to'be therefore 


128 bs; becanſe they are tomuiered by tht 
who are hi Children: © Hw@) 9hke 2 Job 
ment of our ows Sins. © | 
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THEOPHILY Ss. 


\HEgrest Deforthity and Diforderwhich 
-Diipveglopge carrieth along with'it; are 
= | Hinge aa probable-by Diſtourſe 
160 SHO leſs 'or: none, 
Weg  Condmmplari 
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beſt Morals, OI td ex >. The 
of. Diſabedience,; by {ax The. they mr 
ouſly ſnned\ againſt the Almighty, Never wiſhed:his 
Greatneſs and Power to bc 3:48 ; and by indulgirig 
themlelyes'ig..fome things prohibited by "the Sacred 
Laws i They: grotified indeed their own Inclinatives, 
vedic no-great-lojury unto'Meng much leſs ud 
Il anto'God.,. WH the Plea of thefe Men ſtancthem 
in- any ſtead for the making their Diſobedience to 
be no ſuch thing, as yeſterday you difcours'd of ? 


. EUVBULUS. > 
FO indeed, Theophilus, will it not. For what 
'@aictneſi foever there may ſeem to: be in their 


Sins, the they will be found of dangerous Conſequence, 
U is 
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_ If nearlier look*d into, It is not in Mens Rebelli- 
- .ons againſt God, as in thoſe againſt an Earthly Go- 
yernour. There, Tumuvlts are raiſed; Arms are ta- 
kea'up; and the Diminution, or, it may be, the 
Deſtruction of the Prince wiſh*d and threatned, be- 
cauſehe is not out of a poſlibility of being weakned 
and deſtroy?d ; and ſuch Methods: are oftentimes 
likely enough to effeft it. But God, becauſe he 
both is, and is acknowledg'd to be, Immortal, and 
out of the reach of all Force, hath no Swords drawn 
againſt Him; no Deſigns laid for his Overthrow ; 
nay, is not by many ſo much as wiſhed not to be, 
becauſe they know ſuch Wiſhes are'to no purpoſe. 

Their way therefore of Rebelling is to break his 

Laws; To think bim ſuch an one as themſelves are; 
One who either cannot, or who will not, take any 
notice of them : Or, it may be, to Own Him, as to 
his Attribztes, to be ſuchas he is, yet hoping there- 
by that their good Opinions of Him will make amends 
for bad Praftices. | Ws 
_ But how little do ſuch Thoughts mitigate their 
. Sins? If they ſhall imagine God to be ſuch who can- - 
164 ſee them, is the Robbing him of his Omniſcience 
fo ſmall an Offence? Becauſe it maketh no Noiſe, 
and with Calmneſs layeth Diſhonour upon Him, 
whoſe Eternal Glory it is to know all things, is it 
therefore an excuſable, good-natur*d fault? We 
may as well call Joab's Carriage to Amaſa excuſable 
and good-natur?d, when he ſaid, Art thou in Health, 
my Brother ? and then ſmote bim wuder tbe fifth Rib. 
For God*s Omniſcience cannot more furely be over- 
thrown towards a Man, than by ſuch Imaginations 
which, though in appearance milg, are deadly in 
the iſſue. | Fete 

Lf they ſhall think, that God will not zake notice of 
them ; is it ſuch a moderate and harmleſs Tranſ- 
grefiion to make the Holy and Good God, to —_ 

*aNtEM-» 


k ob Þ 4 24 "2 Pt: 3 ENS "= <-IN "TW WS my 4 t BED er EL Eat 6 on 5% ine. ns 6s, Loa br "OE TATY OTE ITns * +I 7 £ _ ſs «> Pr 
NS WS Thc ” Da tne” > ; > OS © 3 7 ROLE ABEE os Lake Oc 25.7 46h FE by” as V FR gs rs $5 EO UN dls ad is, et? & Ye Ee Ba _ inet a — = x 
Zn F $5? 2 "2; 1% X 3x. IC 2; RE IP - i 9 rt; A of: XS Ys bf - SEL-4 $4 ok. 4. & 
L * a” 08 Cw __ "BP 2 5g - es 

3 * > Fe %s - 
= We £ 
- ©, 

IJ 

oe 

. %' 


abd of Ditbations POLE IN "291. 


Intemperance? to look ſlightly on Utichaſteneſs? to 
be at good tetmis with poi and Sloth ? - I re- 
. member that Platarch, in relation to Mens Evil 
Thoughts of the Deity, faith, | He bad rather is 
ſhould be ſaid, There is ud ſuch Perſon .as Plutarch it 
the World, thai that it ſhould be ſaid, He is after ſuch 
aud ſuch a manner Vitions, And fucely, theſe, who 
imagine God ſo vile as to approve'© & thoſe things _ 
which in Men are ſhameful, are:no leſs wicked than - 
_ they who deny there is anyGod at all, For his _ 
Being cannot be CONCEIVE whe: WE to him, with-. 
ont Holindſt. 
If laſtly, they ſhall own him, as- to his Anributer, 
to be ſuch #3he-7,” hoping ' that'their good Opini- 
ons. ſhall make artiends ifor bad' Praflices, what a 
ſtrange ContradiCtion is this? - They acknowledpe 
hits be fol that he may netpuniſh Unrighteouſ- 
neſs ; Holy, thathe may. favour Impureneſs ;. True, 
_ - that he may over-look Falſeneſs ;' Good, that: Evil 
may not bediſcquraged:: Can there be greater In, 
dignities offered; unto the Holy One and the Juſt, 
than theſe are #-+.Can ary bne be fo wicked as to 
thiok, that becauſe. he is not edged with a ſenſible 
8 ſpightin theſe things againſt God, he therefore: is 
= 3 very pardonable Sinner ? | Or'can he be ſo fooliſh 
; as to imagine;that theſe his Sins.are wholly free from 
| Maliciouſheſs.? Were it ſo that Malice could effect 
any thibg againſt the Almighty, -it would —_— 
ſhewatſelf > 46P but ſince it cannot, at lie 
yet hath the ſame pernicious 'Tehdences, as if it 
appear'd*more in-view ; and, in-other Garbs, doth 
act the very ſame things: a 
Theoph. But 33 there, Enbulu, the ſame. Pollution 
and Defilement in all Sins 7 I therefore enquire this, 
becaule there is no one living that can fay, he hath 
not Sinned. And ſome, ] am-ſure, would by no 
means bring ſuch Defilement upon themlelves, nor 
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' ſuch Difordes' into the World through their Sins,; 


yOu have mentioned: to be the efieds of Diſobe-. 
dience. _ 

: Enehinl, | cannax ſay that there-is the ſame Polluti- 
on and Deformiepicall Sins, There is forn:where 
in Saripture. ({.think in Dewt. 32. 5; ) fuch an Ex-: 
preſliog-as This; Zh Spot z5 n0t _ Spet:of. bis C bids 
dren. | Which ſheweth that thereiis a greater Polls: i 
tion'i-ſome:Mex than in Others: bur. yet thar Sin, 
wherefotver it ts, 64 Defilement ; ay Spot both to. 
the Qne- andthe; Mther:Sort. 

Theoph. Since there 15 none that is wholly free . oak | 
Diſobtdience, and Dilabedience.:h a ailliehe 
Deforwity indifferent Sorts of Men,. dandBad; 
PEaY; Eubulus, tell we, what. j 1s the Spat of cach 5 
and' whersin is is that they differo!._.' 112 

- Eubul. } willendegyour te doi wt; and: the rathes: 
becauſe it is of M tigh Confideration as to what we: 


Ng: 

As for Thoſe thatiare Good Men, They.are Pars: 
takers of Original Sinjas much as anyiother: :- Since: 
o_ were no-lefs thangthersin Adam's Layngs, when 

he tran{zrefſed- Gods, Command. And'if a: Clean 
thing: .cauuot' be brought out of an Unciean one. there : 
is a Pollution belenging unto: Then. - Their Na- : 
' rure, as they are; 5g Þ Corrupted ;:Darkneſs and. 
Error is in their Underfandings : Their Wills and-. 
AfcCtions, are Irregular, and -Prone to Evil; and- 
rheir Bodies.joyn their Allurements to the Evil Toclis! 
nations.of their Souls. 

And as thus they are not Clean from Original Sin, 
ſo they have many adGual Sins ſpringing therefrom. 
David asketh a Queſtion at large, Who is it can 42 
how oft be offendeth ? Even He, that moſt taketh 
heed to' his ways, can He tell how oft he ſinneth? 
Beſides the Faults which he may haye obſeryed in 
himſelf, There are many ſecret Ones which. he. may 


Pray 


we ri bb 3X 


81d of” Diſobedience "therennto.. nz 


pray to vs Ws wt prong SE. m—_ __ 
be knwweth not y bynſelf, yet it be 

ſtified; and => 6 every od Chitin ag 
ſo, Though he be not: EG to ret oh 
_ at ſich a time he finnedz:: ah fath a Concern he 

_ faild of his Doty; yet he cannatcertainly poi 
' Nocence before G God. For Bis CiCabrcags 

than his Knowledge ; Underſtanding 
of the firſt Parents Sim: —"__ impen that 
many times -he- Cannot. diſceta the Failarevhe hath 
been guilty of; + 

But then the Diſobedience-af Good:Men, mwhedier 
Natural or Actual, is, through the:'Grace: of 'God, 
the occaſion of nlany Virtnes in them,” whereby they 
become acceptable in God*s'fight; | | 

The Imperfection of their Nature rendereth them 
bamble. "They, odſerving'the many Defects that are 
in their Sotils, and the depraved Conftitntions of 
their Bodies, ' do ſee a great deal of reaſon for _ 
mility of Spirit.” 

As their imperfect State in this world IS 2 Pu 
niſþment juſt upon them, they will bear it 'with-Pa- 
tience, and not be tumultuous, and vnquiet,} as if 
God. had dealt hardly with'them. They will not 
behave themſelves proudly towards others, as Know- 
ing that Pity and Kindneſs rather become thoſewio 
are in the ſame Condemnation.- Thus will they do, 
and thus be, while they conſider their imperfect 
State 1N this World to be their Puniſhment, © 
AS it is their $71 alſo, and a Defilement upon their 
' Natures, they will be affeaed with Sorrow 3, yerwill 
not be deſponding and idle; nor fo contented with 
their Sin, a$Smot to endeavour tocorrect 1t by a Re- 
ligious Carefulneſs and Induffry ; -knowing that 1t is 
the part. of- Negligence to Jer: Original SinJte un- 
meddled with ;.and to reſt ſatisfied both in'that, and 
ba their other Sins ; as if theſe did 'necellarily flow 
U 3 trow 
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294 The True Nature of the Divine Lam, 
from the Imperfettion of their Nature, and could 
not any way : be: helped. They will make it their 
buſineſs to clear their \Underſtandings, to reftifie 
their Wills; -to reduce" into order their untoward 
Appetites ; 'and to bring under their Bodies; that 
though they cannot wholly wipe off their Original 
Pollution, yer the ul effecs of it may be as few and 
as ſmall as they can poſlibly make them. 

As for their Anal Sinr, theſe ſtirup in _ 
an Hearty Sorrow, an holy Indignation, and ps 
Troubled really they are, that they have offend 
Good a God,and fo Gracious a Father. Throug bly 
angry with themſelves that they have made ſuch h ill 
Returns to-One who'hath lags obliged them ; 
and Revenging it upon themſelves by onſeigned AQs 
of Mortification. 

Theſe their Sins will alſo occaſion their more fre. 
quent and fervent' Devotion, They will freely, and 
without ſo much as hiding one, confeſs their Iniqui- 
ties before God : Heartily acknowledging themſelves 
leſs thas the leaſt of 'bis' Mercies, Earneſtly begging 
that He, through Jefus Chriſt, will tative them. 
"They? will-not let him alone,” will give him no Reff, 
till they have obtain*d his Favour. ' And'ſo, by how 
much they heretofore have, in the Commiſſion of 
$1ns, deen at a diſtance from God, they now, by 
ſeriouſly calling them into Remembrance, and truly 
repenting of them, will the'more, and the oftner 
draw near unto God, in Prayers and' other Atts of 
Religious Worſhip.” * 

Their fopmer Sinsbeget in chem the Reſilution of 
rever Sinning knowingly .and preſumptuoyſly for 'the 
{ime to come. . Thoſe Words1n FobThey will hear- 
rily ſay, and think them but meet tq be ſaid unto 
God; have born Chaſt ftiſement, 1 will uot Offend avly 
more That which I ſee not, teach thou me: Tf T bave 
done Triquity, T will do no ork. The Remembranbe 
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of their paſt Offence 

ſes, and' firm Raves * 
the reſidue of their Life. Th 
o# my Ways, 1 confidered my fo 
reſolved. to try my Feet to thy T foes, And as 
it is my full reſolution neyer 'more to commit Sins 
Willingly, ſo do thou by thy Reſtraining Grace e: 


erve thy Servant from Preſumptuous Sins. 
f If hey thretit Frailty and Overſigh or through 
any Eminent Temptation fall into ſom Sas ey wi 
not continue in 6 m, but getour of them a 
may be. They may, as Travellers, (for th 
are ſuch ; they are ravelling towards Heayen,). 
may, I fay, as Travellers, ſomtimes by Char 


C- 2 IC 
NE ty fay, I thoe 


againſt their Wills, lip i into the Dirt ; but they will 


quickly ſtep out of it; accounting it their Unhap- 
- Pineſs that ever they were ſullied with it. y 
the fall into Sin, they not onl 
it, hs from their Failin S will me the more ear- 
neſt Perſuers of that is good, As we often 
ſee our Beaſts (if I may be allow'd to uſe the Com- 
pariſon,) after a tube to go the faſter, ſo will 
they, after a flip, make the more baſte 1 in Heavens 
way. They will love God the more, becauſe by 
theſe new Offences they have the more to be Th et 
them, From their own Sins againſt God, they will 


the more readily forgive the Ea which others I 
committed agamlt them. They will redeem the Time, 
and do much in the few Years that, remain, forthole. 
good Adions which they have left undone, and for 
| thoſe Offences which they have committed, And if 


ever Sins can be improved aright, it is when they - 


are made Incitements to more Duty, 

And, laſtly, The Sins which they, through frail-' 
ty, daily run into, and cannot by ' alt care and dili- 
gence be wholly free from, do excite an prompt 
them Jo long for that boypy $tare we this Life, in 
U 4 which: 


quicken ther to nem par- 
for 


r Sins, and 1 am 


will not continue in 
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E 8 on The? Tr, THe, L Foe of the Divine Low, 


16 1 n that they hail be v9 more trous 
bled with daily Deny in theix Duties! How long 
wr it be that ks Souls ſhall be perfet ly bent to 

2 Copees and thelr Bodies have the Imperfetti» | 

5 and Conſtitution taken away ! © that 
the Fg be jor to dwell Sleek Oy and ta 
| ous ame the Tea of Kate Fs that 
- 4 Dave ; then woulg.#Þ y £2wa 
Thetlt Gy y, Come, Jv | - 
weic "hn fol ey, with all theſe departed this 
gs it the irge F. TY and Fear of Gea, may have their 
perfect Conſummatiq "and Bliſs both in Body and Soul, 
Such earneſt Deſires do. their frail and imperfect 
CO and their every days Failings ſtir up in 
=}. 

Thus, Theophilus, the Sins, of good Men bave. a 
Defilement 3 in them, hut ſuch as ie diſceru'd from 
that of others. 

Theopb, Much different, 1 myſt conftfs it 1s from 
the Deformity of Diſobedience, as you. yeſterday: 
Charafter'd it. The Sins of good Men owing more, 
as may ſeem, to the Frailty of Human Nature in com- 
mon, Than To. the Wills, of x ehenaehns in particular. But 
L will- now deſire you. t9 ſpeak. to the Sins of the. 
other ſort. of Men, viz. Th ey who. are Wicked 

© Enbul. TheSins of tbeſe, Theophilus, are v4; afar 
deeper Die z and carry.a much greater-Deformity. 
than the Sins of good Men do. 

' The'Scripture ſpeaks of them as Scarlet.and Crime 
ſon ones; not for the Beauty of the Colour, we may 
be ſure, but for the Depth of theStain: For who.cag. 
make Scarlet as Snow. or.Crimſon white as Wool.? 

See we firlt the $11 of their Nature. And. this, in- 
deed i is not, in itſelf, greater than that of the better 
fort of Men, For 2 Meg.1g Adans 1 fi oned: equally ; 
My AELLNEF 
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ont of Dif eden heregnor. 


4 FP 1 - 
S : T =. 4 oj $ : wr E-S ' ; 4 
+ + SS. vs & a el *8<<;7 
: , : . 
F » 
, ' : $ x 
.. © , - - I 
« " 
. $ W I 
7 Io 
2 - 4 
" [0 z = 
da < 4 | 


are. at and, well _ th plea th. #4, What 

evil. Inclinations they havg evor 9 ISO en. 

| They eſteem their. imperfect, >a bappinel 
at all: Are not. Fi wy 

Puniſh ſhment.at all In th, oF *they incre: 

filements of theig Nature thus. . 

* The Jonoraxce which Rog the Womb! they have 
of Die things, they inrove into a Willin Nos 
there ſhould be no God; and into a FP 04 
Pate him out of their own | Hearts, and out of «ali 
490 : And- would-fain imagine him to have n&Ve ch 
at all, that they may not. have ſuch an one to Roige 
_ over them. 

\They encoxrage their - BIRs Wills by Obeying 
them as far as they can, and they at, do it fur= 
ther, if Fear, and Shame, and Loſs from Homan 
Laws and Cuſtoms did oor prohibit them : And that 
they are thus prohibited it is their inward trouble. 

Their Corrept Deſires they are {0 far from Te- | 
preſſing andkeeping under, that they foffer and che= = 
riſe them. It was an ill Character of one of theRo- | 
man. Em PEFPUTE; Facemes excitavit Libidines.,, He 
ſtirr?d up, and ulcd Arts to awaken hisLuſts, which 
otherwiſe would have been quiet and aſleep.  $o is 
it. with theſe: They give no reſt 'to their vile Aﬀe- 
ctionsz and ſpur their depraved Nature to 0 &reater 
height of Depravation. 

If we conſider their Outward "Fat we - ſhall find 
they are not equally notoriow-in all; But yet in.all they 
are much diilexent from. thoſe of good Men... 

Wicked Men, Theaphilus, are of two forts.. Thoſe | 
that: are more wicked, and thoſe that. are leſs... For 
we read in Holy Writ, of a greater Damnation z, 
Ang | in Hell, we believe, there are Degrees of Tor- 
7 ments, 
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ments, ' more intenſe for ſome * and leſs intenſe tor 
others : And yet thoſe, who are in the leſſer De. 
gre of Torment, have been wicked Men. 

- As for the former and worſe. ſort, the Scripture 


_ ſpeaks of them thus : They proceed from Evil to Evil. 
hk wy themſelves to commit Iniquity. They bend © 


ongee like their Bow to ſpeak Lyes, They lie in 

for Blood, They bum every Man bis Neighbour 

ma a Ow. | They do Evil with both Hands earneſtly, 

Corrupt are they, and bave done abominable Iniquity ; 
They are altogether become filthy. 

Now the Deformity of Theſe is ſomtimes more 

open mtimes more. ſecret. 

e, were their Lives throughly look?d into, I 

Fear, without uncharitableneſs uſed towards them, 

they 'would be found to have wholly laid out them- 

ſolves 4 in the Service of Sin, Could the Time be 

Computed rightly which they have ſpent in Defrau- 

dations and Oppreſſions ; in Surfeitings and Drun- 

mers ray in Defaming and Evil Cenſuring ; in Tel- 


- ling Lyes of, and zto, their Neighbor in Begetting 


Fomenting of Differences; in Acts of Unrighte- 
ouſneſs and Dilboneſty: ; and, at the beſt, in giving 
up themſelyes to Earthl/ Profits, or looſer Recrea- 
tions ; we may doubt the reſt of their Days would 
be very few ; and their whole Lives little leſs than a 
continued Blot. 

Theſe are They generally, that are careful to avoid 
the being thought to be any whit Religious; and do 
Vilifie with Deriſ on the Conſtant and Sober Exer- 
ciſe of Devotion; being Strangers to the Name of 
God, unleſs in an 1 Oath or Curſe, or other Vain ways 
of Speaking, Not unlike to thoſe in the Prophet, 
their words bave been Stout, againft God ;, in that they 
bave ſaid it is in vain to ſerve God ; and what profit is 


- u to Weep © bis Ordinances 4 ? Mal, 3+ $4. 


Such 
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Such: Spots AS: ; Thele, are td every oner Eye of a 
deeper Stain than Thoſe of Good Men are, *2 6 

+ But then the- Pollution'of ſome of tho 
are of the worſe ſort-of -Wicked Men, arc re 
Secret than thoſe 1 have mention'd'ate. 
deed, in reſpeſtof Men; 3 but altogether opentothe 
Eyes of God. 

Such is theirs,who willuſe a plauſible Jey xtm at 
that they may the more ſeearely carry on, | 
the worſt Deſigns. Somtimes that their fair De- 
meanor to ſome may be as Bribes to make them 
their Enormities to Others, - Somtimes that they 
may be the leaſt *ſaſpefted by theſe, whom they in- 
tend moſt Miſchief. unto, Of Theſe the Pfalmiſt 
may ſeem to Speak; in ſaying, the Words of their 
Mouths are ſmoother than Butter, having War in their 
Hearts : Their Words are ſofter than Oyl. yet be they 
drawn Swords, They Bleſs with their Month, 'but 
Curſe inwardly. Such as Theſe our Saviour means; 
when he bids his Diſciples ro beware of Thoſe wha _ 
come in Sheeps Cloathing;, Put iuwardly are TE : 
IWolver. 

If they ſhall uſe Pretences of Reli while they 
do ſuch things; they are the more med'by- ap- 
pearing like Chriſtians. - As we ;aſtly ACCOufit ail 
Ape the more ugly for being like a Man, the hand- 
ſomeſt of Creatures, and not being One: 

And if they ſhall for Religions Sake dotheſethings; 
Contrive the Ruin of a Nation; Delight in Blood ; : 
Trample upon Laws, Government, gov Govers 
nors, Stifle the Dictates of Nature; and, ina 
Word, turn out all Religion, that they may intro-' 
duce That which they miſcal Chriſtianity AGM | 
This, ſure, is quite of another Spirit, dicks 
us in the Exerciſe of Righteouſneſs and Good 
Kiridneſs and Mercy,) I ſay, if for Religions px th 
T wy. ſhall do theſe Things. 'b Black is their __ 
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that. hone very daabets fn it is not the 
Fe Gods £4 lon ” 


"it, in the 
-Pale of the 
eſs of Religion 
Father Gderthe Practice of its Profeſſors, than from 
the Precepts which it gives z I ſay, renders it in 
the Eye of Thoſe to be Vile and Odious. For, 
| how fecretly ſoever ſuch atings are carried on and 
maintain'd, they, for the molt part, are found oxr 
 atleſt;, and Gods Providence doth in an eſpecial 
manner engage itſelf for the Derefing them z But 
yet though they be juſtly puniſhed, 1n being laid 
Open,and Condemn*'d betore Men, yet the Enemies 
| Chriſtianity look not ſo much on_the Tuſtice of 

their te, 6 who were the Actors, as 0n the Re- 
ligion which they profeſs'd ; and fo, that Holy Name 
#s Blaſpbemed, by which they were called. 
I muſt confeſs, that Wickedneſs when it walketh 
Gare Faced, and hath an Whores Forehead, 1s loath- 
| | inſeparableStains, fo for its Acceſſio- 
In But there is the ke Difference be- 
tween the Sins I am now ſpeaking of , and thoſe 
which to Men are more Viſible, as there is between 
a Rock in the Sea, which aPPears above Water, and 
That which heth under ic. Fhey are both dange- 
rous; and if Fempelts ariſe, the Sailers may ſuffer 
Sh pwrack on the One, as well as on the Other : Bur 
in a Calm Sea, that which is ſeen may be avoided z 
when upon the Other, watle no Danger 1s feared 
the Vellel may Split, - 

I heopb. Such Deformity do Theſe Sins include, 

th&#they necd not an over-Dilſcerning Eye to tell us 


what Perſons they are to whom they belong. Bur, 


Exbulxs, you were ſaying, That of Wicked Men, ſo'ne 
| Wwe-e 
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were leſs W inked. Props who are obey ? And mat 
their Sins ? . S 

Eubal. They may be ſuchasin their Converſe with 
Men are fomtimes not much to be' found fawls with. 


But their Sins may be underſtood from the Tonſide- 
ration of theſe following Tings. FE 


+. The Internal Obedience, and. Cleanneſs of 
Heart, which the Precepts of Jeſus Chriſt require. © 
| 2. The Excellent Ends for which all the Ations 
of Men are commanded to be done. | 
© -:3- Thoſe many particu igatio 
may lye upon them, for the being Righroow ant 
Holy Perſons. 


. 


Furſt, then; though the outyard D Deportme: 
not Incommendab | IE 'x di 
Cleanneg of Heart, be ATR a wb Sins are" 
of @& Wicked Mam, i ' 77 

It was the Cliaracter of the: Covenant which God 
made with Menungler the Goſpel ; ro wit;' 1 ol'p p 
a Low WARN "| their 
Hearts," Jet031. 33. And therefore whatever Food 
Action they! do outwardly, if they approve notof it” 
in their Hearts; if they look ppon their Civilityand- 
Honeſty, their Charity and'Mercy,/ and othet ſuch 
like Virtues, to be a Debt due to Cuftom ; ant do 
within their own Hearts eſteem it. their | $ 
ror Loy themielves rid&-of it, 
In 'd f *4 'T'0 *Jh1 oat 
which pet! hey wo have! gh xt hoe 


For they whoare in ſes + 1 
their outward Actions to be the Expr: 
ward [ntegrity ; and in-no reff t robe conriaryitn # 
toit, And unleſs the Soul ſhall-caſb'a aaa: => 

elr 
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their External Prattice, however it may ſeem fair a- 
'mong Men, who cannot ſearch and know the Heart, 
yet inthe Sight of God there will be ſuch Pollation, 
- 38 nonethat belongunto Him are ſtained with. - 
. And fo it will be, if (7: the Second Place, ) theit 
 Aftions be not deſign d to the Excellent Ends the” 
Goſpel ſpeaks of. 
- - Nothing'ſhould be done by a Man, but what is in- 
tended 40 Gods Glory. W, ke ye Eat or Drink, of 
whatever you do, ſaitbtbe Apoſtle, do allta the Glory f 
 Ged, And every thihg alfo, which Men profeſſing 
Tn are todo, is. to be done with an Eye to 
eq e of Reward; which is the Salvation of 
ab Souls. "And indeed whatever is to be done for 
the Glory of God, muſt be done for their Eternal 
Happineſs allo ; ſince the Glory of Godis in nothing 
more ſeenthani In theEyerlaſting welfare of Men. 
Now. if God and ;his' Glory be not in all their 
Thoughts if ſome Under-Ends be the-Chief De-- 
ſtgrot their Actions ; and they can look no higher ' 
than'to the. obtaining ſomthing ig this World; if 
Praiſe. or. Profit, or Pleaſure be the Ultimate of their 
Endeavours and Aims; if the Life and - Immortality, 
' which by: our Lord are brought to Light, be little 
accounted of, and not-permitted to have any ſhare in 
what they .do, their Sins have a Pollution beyond 
what Good Mens have. 

I do not ſay, that even Religious Men muſt neceſſa- 
rily, with, an A3udl Intention, in every the leaſt 
Action, bayereſpeR'to Gods Glory, and their own 
Eternal:Welfare. The-Imperfettion of their Na- 

ez: the many; Circumſtances they may be ins and 
the quickneſs which is requiſite to many of their 
Actions, will not permit this. But-an H,bituel In- 
tention for Gods Glory, and their own Happineſs af- 
ter this Life is done, 1s abſolutely neceſſary. And 


___ ws is wholly wanting : ; where Temporal CON- 
CETRs 


WW of Di {obedience 3 therenate. . 


Cerns are the 


by Earthly IaUuce a ik ; ho tine Dife eeted on 
/ gre ory | 


yea; or how much Co, 

may ſeem to be, they are deeply polluted in the 
Judgment that God will make of them; and are pe- 
culiar to none but the worſe Sort of Men. 


Thirdly,1f the many particular Obligations whick 
= 


are laid upon them be not look*d i BW if 
no-more taken notice of than if th 
at all unto them: If the Knowledge op Benn 
and the rr Capacities with which 5 == 
dowd, ave no better Effett than the Tznorance 
and weak, Abilities of the meaner fort : If fignal 
Mercies received make no Io oper Gratitude 
upon them; If 
nations from God's Ho 
Duties, be not mae «Fe Thongh all the 
Behaviour in the fight of Men be fair 10 _ ent, . 
yet cannot ſay that their Spot 1 is the Spot x God's 


(| i FI ; 
.- For althoug} 2 | weare apt to think, that's gl con 
ſits only in doing thoſe Uri brews Deeds, which 
would be diſtertably Every one; yet 1 ſup» 
th © Attions which would ſave ſome Men 
of 2 Low Rank' and Mean Capacities, would not. bi 
acceptable unto: God i in ſore other ant Bl were. the) 7 
not improved, in good fort, accor thok: 
Meaſures of Know! C 
hath given them. And, inthe ney of Le I 
ſame fairneſs of Converſe ſhall not be alike innocen 
to many : But theſe ſhall be difeftive and unreward- 
able in he ſight of Him who' is t 
Earth, and will judge Righteous J 


the others frall be in Red le and " epted.' *_ 


"ok © "The Trice Nite ro) the Devin - 


. 1 may. you this familiar Inſtance. If ſome 
Keal Objects of Charity ſhall offer themſelves unto 
'7 Mer, the One of .a_ Mean Eft ate, and. the, O- 
ther; of a very Great :Oxe; and theſe Two, in the 
oſtant:Tenar of their Lives, ſhould do thus; vis. 

| aner .according to bis Abilities ſupply the 
Indigences. of the Miſerable ; the Other give al- 
ſo, not. rording to his Abundance, but. juſt the 
mg "Perſon hath doxe ; you would, Thbeophilus, 
uhge the forneer. to be chariteble and goad, » but 
 ſothe. later... Juſh ſo, greater Capacities and En- 
dajments Wnt Alli BCES , eſpecial Favours, 


higher Degrees of Du- 
AN wi tl to. bes, 


as: it were, A ach Eftate 


2 New pon, 


# i #4 


as:you. ene | 


ies 

F TD hl; Man in thoſe In 
94-3 1 t9. :YOUT VIEW, + 10. WE na 
witt & This. Hon, witd,, 18. ns. Hed h 
2 "ten eth. not,in- nnlike 'Cer ANCE ; V 
ho Dis. 'For to whamfoever oh is, pen, of bins 
ſhall This be required ., arid we haye noreaſon $0 doubt, 

e, 


Toh 


bat, He, who-hath received much; and returns but; 
lictle, will be hardly more, if at all more, excufable; 


3 than He who hath received lixtle, and; FEEurnS NO! 


hu: may it bein the, ardinary i epi 
' Livezand Converſe of! Men amangſt one: afiother, 
A =, there may be, when 'yet:iwe cannot dis 
cemi 4 and when we. aFQ; bound te jatlge according: 
to the'beſ? appearance; it being no more than Juſtice, 
and ordinary Charity to interpret things well, when- 


5 EVeTr we ſes notbing of ill, 
| And 


: 3095 

And from what hath been ſaid,..T Theophilus; tha 
Cale, inthoſs things, which are acknowledg'd| by all 
to be Sins, will be Evident, - , | 

That Sin may.,be-a Pardonable: Sin in ane Man; 
hea the very fone 1p the Sigbt and Opinion of: Men; 
will not be ſo in anot If the Man ys had cloſe 
and Farneſt Warnings of his Conſcience before; 
if there hath been, as it were, a. Voice: behind. him. 
12Yings This is * way walk in it 4 if the Motions 

God's Spirit. have more vigorouſly ated his - 
Soul ; if his Mercies have: pointed.. direQly to what 
he , ought. to do : And; notwithſtanding, gll theſs 
things, (which are diſcerpable only to God and him- 
{elf,). he ſhall commit the Sin z The Sin, though the 
fame in the common-repute of Men, with what ano- 
ther committeth:; ſhall 'yet-be a much deeper ogy 
to This Man, than to That it would havebeen...,, _, 

Tbeoph, But; Eubalw, there are.very: heinons ins 
of. ſome more than, ofdinary Goed\, Men, tegiftred. in 
Sacred Scripture : As p7 Adnltery and:Merther pow, 
mitted by- Dapid ;: The, Denial. of *Chrift by Tetar's | a$ 
alſo. + grievous Curſing oyd Swearing, which: he; 
together with that his Crime:,., was; -Quilty of; Ii 
pray you, what are-we to. think of theſe Sins? and 
what would you. reply te;thoſe unhappy Inferences; 
which too many Men are apt to make therefrom ? 
As for Example, they will ſay; . * 

Firſt, That none of the Sins which they indulge 
themſelves i in, are ſo great as David's and Peter's 
| were; and ſo they have reaſon to be confident, that 
| their 6w# Sins are not the Sins of wicked Men. SLY 

Secondly, That the ſame Sins, in full as *aggra- 
vating Circumſtances, in God's Children as in others; 
will yet not be look*d upon as ſo great Pollution in 
them, as in thoſe others; and this, merely ypon 
the account that they are his Children: For Numb. 
23.21, God bath not beheld rh in Jacob; $1 
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ther bath be ſqen-Perverſeneſt in Tſtac}, - And ©. if 
they can perſuade- themſelves that they are the 
Children of God, which may times they eaſily 
_ can do,) how arcat Cr their Sins alteady be, or 

at any time hockdfter ſhall be, yet their Spot; they'l 
think, will not- be more thas: the Spor of ggod 
Men. 

' Erbul. It is obſerved of ſoine, chat they aremore 
Skilful. in the Failings of their Governvars, than in 
their Virtues, or/in their own-Obedience, ' And af- 
ter the ſame mainer may we ſay of theſe: They 
are better verſed in'the Faults'of good 'Men in Ho- 
ly Writ, than in their Virtoes- ant Gracesz or in 

that Obedience which thernfelves owe unto God. 

' In relation therefore to thoſe Sins of. good 'Men, 
and alſo the il} Inferences which theſe Men ate apt 
to make from them, we ſay, TÞeopbilas, 

"'x.* That thoſe Sims, thongh-preat they were; were 
yet rather ſingle Acts than Havies of Sin. They 
were not approvedof , nor cofitrived for, every 
day of their Lives; nor "did chey laft for Years, © 
ow, ſingle AGts are rightly eſteemed not'to 
carry. ſo much Pollution as: Habits do: Becanfe an 
Habit is acquired by Actions oftetr repeated ; -and 
£ includeth the D lements of many ole be Bee 
together. w- 

If it ſhall be ſaid; that the fin; ole Ads of ſome 
Heinous Sins may poſlibly carry a Niain with thent as 
great as ſome Habirs of Teſſer Sins; | and that the 

Sins of David and Peter were pravioris Note, Of 2 

deeper Dye; it'cannot yet bnt be granted, that a 
_ fingle Act of a grievous Gin is leſs pollicing 1 than the 
Habit of the ſame Sin, . 

But then, Secondly, Thoſe Sins, though fvery 
great CO Were, had Repentance following, then, 
wH2:0:2 was truly great, 


Look 
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and of Difobediente therennto. 465 

Look we upon David, and we ſkall find him grie- 
ving in earneſt, and heartily affteted with his Mif- 
deeds: Pſal, 38.2, Thine Arrows ſtick faſt in me, 
and thine Hand preſſeth me ſore ;, There is #o ſoundneſs 
in my Fleſh by reaſon of thine Anger, neither is there 
any reſt in my Bones becauſe of my Sin. For mine Ini- 
quities are gone over mine Head ;, as an heavy Burden 


they are too beavy for me. I am fe 


eble and fore bro- 
ken, Þ have roared by reaſon of the Diſquietneſs of mine 
Heart, And in Pſal. $1. (which Palm he made, (as 
the Title hath it,) when Nathan the oa came 
unto bim, after be bad gone in to Bathſheba,) he 
mourns thus : Waſh me throughly from mine Iniquity, 
and cleanſe me from my Sin: For I acknowledge mine 
| Triquity, and my Sin is: ever before me. Deliver me 
from Blood-guiltineſs, O Lord : Thou defrreſt not Sa- 
erifice, elſe would I give it : The Sacrifices of God are 
2 broken Spirit ;, a broken and contrite Heart, 9 God, 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. I have the more largely ſpo- 
ken David's words, that you may thereby fee how 
great bis Grief was ; how earneſt his Prayers for par 
don; and how deep an Auxiety had feized him, leſt 
God*s Favour ſhould for eyer have been with-held 
ma aun. Tr EY 

Nor was St. Peter's Sin without 4 remarkable Res 
Yentance. It is ſaid , Matth. 26, 75. Peter rememt- 
ed the words of Feſus, who ſaid unto bim , Before 
the Cock crow, thou ſhalt deny me thrice : And he went 
out, and WEPT BITTERLY. It was not a light 
grief,. and a, Tear or two that were' quickly dryed 
| uÞ; but a Bitter Weeping ; whiclt words certainly 

do denote a very great and deepSorrow. - 
Now thoſe that think ſo well of their own Sins, 
froni the thoughts of David's and Peter's Sins being 
ſo much greater than theirsz. are they as ready.tg 
conſider theſe good Mens Repentance ? Do they 
grieve for their own, as theſe did for theirs? Is 
X 2 the 
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the Burden of them heavy.? Are they —_ in 
the begging pardon for. them > If not, the great- 
neſs of ſome good Mens Sins in Holy Scripture, will 
be a mean Argument for the concluding their own 
not to be the Deformities of wicked Men. 

I may truly fay, that the great Sins of David and 
Peter, if conſidered with their Repentance, are 
much lefs than. thoſe Sins, which 1n themſelves ats 
. not fo great, without Repentance. - And o,, there 
1s ſmall reaſon for any Perſon, from the Failures of 
theſe Holy Men, to infer his own Spots. to.be none 
other than thoſe of Gods Children. 

* Thirdly, There are more Ends than one, for 
which God hath cauſed thoſe Sins of his Chitdren to 
be regiſtred in Sacred: Story. , 

[ cannot fay but one End might be, that thoſe 
who, in the like manner, have grievouſly fallen, 
may, throngh the Exerciſe of a like Re entance, 
have hope that they alſo ſhall not be refuled. Thus 


Rom. 1 5. 4. What things were written afore-time, were 
written for our Learning ; that we through Comfort 7 
the Scripture might bave bope. 


But then, 2 #6 leſs End is this; viz. 

That thoſe who now live, and thoſe who ſhall 
live in the Generations to come, may, from the 
Falls of others, take the more heed that the y fall of 
alſs, And if they ſhall fall, they may well think, 
that their caſe 1s not ſo good; becauſe they have 
had Juch warging before, and yet *have not been 
prevaiPd upon by it, for the being 'more careful. 

And then yet further ; Another End; altogether as 
great as the other Two, why the Sins of good Men 
have been recorded\in Scripture, is this;zto wit, 

The ſhewing bow Ged hates Sin even in thoſe whom. 
be loves ;, and how he will puniſh it, not only in their 
Perfons while they live, but in their Names and Me- 

© qnories 
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4nd of Di/obedtence thereunto. 209 
mories- when they are dead, even to the End of the 
World... . 7 | 
- Some other things, beſides thoſe that have been 
well pleaſing unto Gad, (as Mary's Ointment was 


nnto Chriſt,) ſhall whereſoever the Goſpel is Preach*d 


througbout the World, be ſpoken of alſo for a Memorial. 
To make it known that Sins of a deep Die are 1n his 
Childrex altogether as Odioxs to his Purity and Holi- 
neſ7, as their Pious Aftions are acceptable to bis Love 
and Goodneſs. a 

And now , who is it that can have favourable 
Thoughts of Sin, when God hath put ſo many Ex- 


amples inHoly Writ, as Warnings againſt Sin, on 


purpoſe that we ſhould have the more care to avoid 
it? Who is it that may flatter himſelf in his Iniqui-' 
ties, who ſhall rightly conſider, how God puniſheth 
the Memory of his own Children, and ſetteth a Mark 
of Diſgrace upon them, which ſhall laſt el! Heaven 
and Earth do paſs away ? _ 

He ſurely very ſlightly, or very partially, looks in- 
to the Bible, who from the Sins .of Good Men 
there, can encourage himſelf in his own Sin; and 
think thar its Pollution is ſmall to Him, whenit hath 
laid ſuch a Blot upon their Names, as muſt-not, as 
cannot, be raſed vut by any. Rather /et him Hear, 
and Fear, and do himſelf, neither 1n the-ſame, nor 
any other kind, ſo wickedly : As knowing, that 
though none need now to Fear that their Miſdeeds 
ſhall be Regiſtred in Books, which ſhall be of equal 
Authority with, and ſhall laſt as long as, the Bible, 
(for God therein hath wholly declared his Will; 
and ſo, Divine Writings are not *urther to be expe- 


.Cted,) yet the All-powerful, and infinitely juſt Lord 


hath other ways of puniſhing them z and of mani- 


 feſting the Pollution of their Sin, both to themſelves 


and others, to be very great; how ſinall ſoever they 


at preſent think It, : 
RN 3 - But 
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But Fourthly, Theophilus, we may truly affirm 
that. God will not eſteem the Sins of his Children, 
which are in themſelves as great as, and the ſame 
3 with, the Sins of Others, to be therefore the lels, 
becauſe they are committed by thoſe who. are his . 
Children. Z 
That is, if any whoare his, ſhall be unjuſt in their 
Actions; Falſe in theſe Words, Intemperate, Un- 
chalt, or any other ways Vitious z their Injuſtice, 
Falſeneſs, Intemperance, Unchaſtity, 'and whatever 
other Crimes they ſhall commit, ſhall be eſteemed 
as carrying the ſame Pollution in them, which the 
lame Sinsin'others do. For no Relation that a Man 
can ſtand in unto God, can make Injuſtice to becomg 
Righteouſneſs; Falſeneſs to become Truth ; Intem- 
perance Moderation z and Uncleanieis Purity, 
And the Reaſon is; Becauſe theRelation which they | 
have unto God as Children, lieth chietly in an T#- 
zernal Likeneſs unto him; and a partaking of the 
Divine Nature in its Imitable Perfections. Now 
Theſe conſiſt in a_ Spiritual Remoteneſs from Sin, 
and an hatred of itz as being themſelves contrary 
unto it. And therefore they can in no reſpect be 
thought to Extenuate, much lels to caſt a Beauty 
open Thar, unto which they are fo extreamly op- 
ITE. 
3 Gods uot bebo'ding Trniquity in Jacob ,, and bis not 
ſeeing perverſeneſs in Iſrael,” can never be rightly 10- 
terpreted of their Sins being overlook/d, or not gaken 
- wotice of by him, upon the mere account that they 


* 


were his Children, For how grievouſly hath God 

_ complain'd of them? T have ſeer (ſaith he to Moſes, 
this People, aud bebold it is a Stiff -Necked People ;, now 
tberefore let me alone, that my Wrath may wax bot 
againſt them, and that I may conſume them ;, and I 

_ will make of Thee a great Nation, And how often 
- hath he threatned, ang ſeverely puniſh'd their Ini- 
Er TT” OO quities? | 
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uities ? Surely Baleembimſelf gaderſtood not Thoſe 
,: as Theſe Men are too forward. to 


| his own Words,. as Theſe Men ar 
do. For had he ſo done, why ſhould he have Cann- 
{eld Balack, That the Iſraelites by the Midionic: 


i/oman ſhould be allured to Treſpaſs againft the 
Lord, that thereby they might be excluded from biz - 


F aV08r. | | 
lniquity therefore in Facob, and Perverſeneſs in 
Iſrael, are not to be underſtood of their own Sins, 


againſt either God or Men ; but of the Tuiquity and 


Peruerſeneſs of Others againit Them, Which thing 
the next Verſe, but one; doth very well ſhew : Where 
the very ſame Prepoſition 54 (which the Margin re« 
tains,) with Relation to, the very ſame Words, Fa- 
coh, and Iſrael, is rendred againſt, © Sxrely there wu 110 
Inchantments (in ) againſt Facob;, nor Divination (in) 
_ againſt Iſrael, Numb. 23. 23. 
And Gods wot Seeing, and not Bebolding denote 
his zot approving, Or Mot endearing it to be, So that 
the Senſe of the Words is; not that he will not ſee 
Iniquity and Perverſeneſs is Them, if they ſhall be 
Guilty ; but that he will not ſeffer Iniquity and 


Perverſeneſs againſt Them, if they ſhall be Inno- 4 


CENT. - 


Nay. fo far will the Relation: of being Children - 


unto God, be from leſg?ning; the Pollution of any 
Heinous Sin, that it will be a'very great Aggrava- 
tion, and Heightning of it ; and will render it the 
more 3 es unto 'Him. - | Pa 3s 

That Thoſe who have given up their Names unto 
Chriſt ; who: have ſeen the Beawry of Holineſs z who 
have tafted of the good Word of God, and have been 


- 


waſhed and-cleanſed, thould commit Sin ; loſe #heir 


firſt Love; fall away ;: and wallow in the Mire again ; 


though they ſhould be the $ iguet 0n his Right Hand, 


" 
x 


He, without their anfeigned Sorrow and Repentance, 2 
| XN 4 would 2? 
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how, Odious in the Sight of God will it be! Theſe, 


ANF 


31 " "The True Nature of jy Divine = | 


would pluck, them thence; as he ſpake of Contab, Fer 
rem. 22. 24, God irno Reſpefier f Berſons > Bur as 
#n every Nation He that feareth Him, and worketh 
Righteouſueſs, iS accepted with him}, Ma that work- 
eth Wickedneſs is rejetted by bim.” e is Judge of 
_» Ul the Earth, he will do right; Ta by no meang 
will dear the Guilty. 
| He may ſooner put off the Title of Father to ſuch or 
| ſuch an One, than he can lay aſide the Name of Ho- 
* ty and Juſt. His being a Father to any Man, is 
with Relation to his Obedience, | which 1s mutable; 
* and may be withheld: 'And if Obedience ſhall be 
| ' wholly withheld, the Man ceaſeth to be his Child ; 
F- and God i is no longer unto him a Father, in a Senſe 
that betokeneth Love and Delight' in him : : But He 
who 1s moſt contrary unto God, putteth on that 
Relation : Te are of: your F ather' the Devil, faith 
Our Saviour. 

But then Holineſs and Juſtice" are Eſſential unto 
God; and cantiot by any Condition or Carriage of 
Men #be parted with, And ſo, by Theſe, be 
Wickedneſs' and Pollution in what Perſons foever 
they will, He rightly will diſcern, and puniſh them. 
* God indeed | Is faid to Love with ay Everlafting Love 
Fer. 31. 3. Which yet is not foto be underſtood, 
as if he were a fond Father, that could not ſpy the. 
Faults of his Children 3 or would think them lighter 
- Or Jeſs than'they ate; but He 'is ſaid ro Love 2M 

Laſtingly, in that he will never fail Thoſe that Obedi- 
entially ſeek unto, atid deperid upon him; and will 
always afford ſufficient means for” their abiding in 
his Love; as well as, at the laſt, infinitely Reward 
them for Loving and obeying hin. | , 
' And He'is pleaſed alfo to ſay, he Loverh with an 
Everlaſting Love, 'in oppoſition to thoſe Earthly 
Aarents, who ſomtimes have 10 natural Aﬀedion, and 
0'do not Love ; 2nd fontimes may want means and 
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at of Diſobedience > 56> 317 : 
abilities to expreſs their Love. Thu when my Foa-. *Þ 


ther and Mother forſake me, (4. e, either for want of. 


Will do not love me, or for want of Power cannot. 


they it as they would,) the Lord taketh me up. 


Byt yer if his Child ſhall grow diſobedient, reg | 
ting his Love with Preſumption, . and en fo # 
0; 7 


quire otherwiſe than a dutiful Child ought to 


ods Eyes are open to the Faults of fac his Son, | 


and he will uſe his Rod of Correttion towards him, 
Yea, if his Son ſhall grow ſtubborn and. diſobedi- 
ent ; Shall not bearken unto bis Voice, but be a Drun- 
hard or Glutton, (as it is in Dent, 21. 20.) Or atly 
other way pro-ane and diſſolute, He will caſt him off, 


and diſinherit him; and it will not be the failing. 0 of 
bis Love, but the Expreſſion of his Juſtice and Holineſs 


fo to do. 


Agreecable hereunto is that of Ezekzel, Chap. 18. 
When the Righteou turneth away frcm bis Righ- © 
reouſueſs, ang committeth Iniquity, and doth EE 


t0 all the Abominations which the wicked Man dot 


ſhall be live? All bis Righteouſneſs which he bath dane 


ſhall not be remembred;, in the Treſpaſſes that be bath 
zreſpaſſed, aud in the Sin that be hath finned ſhall be 
die. Andin this his dealing, God appealeth to the 
Houſe of 1/7ael, if bis way be not equal. 


And thus, Theophilus, 1 have confi dered the Sins: - 


of good Men in Holy Scripture, together with the 
ill Inferences which ſome Men are apt to make from 
them. 


They look" not upon them as the Sins of good 


Men, . who take not the Repentance together or 


the Sins, © And they are much miſtaken, who think 
that thoſe Sins are there mention*d only to ſhew how - © 
far God's Children may fall; and do not conſider . 


them rather as DE Sees to their Names., who 
thus offended God ; and as' greater Cautions to us, 
that We, , from-their Falls, may ſtand the fſurer, 
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| _ Yea, They deal treacherouſly with themſelves, 
© who, fromthe Sinsof God's Children in Holy Scrip- 
* ture, will flatter and encourage themſelyes in their 
own. 

And they moft rotly and dangerouſly err, who, 
Qu ing that God will eſteem the Sins of his Chil- 
- dren, which are the ſame 'with thoſe of others, to 
be lefs 30 them, merely becauſe they bear the Name 
of his Children,) will ſtrongly imagine themſelves 
tobe Gods Children, that fo their Sins (though 
great they be, and are like never by true Repen- 
trance to+be leſs,) may not be the Spots of wicked 
Men, Theſe much wrong the Righteouſneſs and 
Parity of Gad. Thele make Faith in Chriſt, which 
worketh by Love. to be the ſpurious Iſlue of their 
Fancy ; and by thus untowardly thinking their Sins 
to be the Sins of God*, Children, they the more ſurely 
make them the Sins of the worſt ſort of wicked Men. 
Theopb. Your Diſcourſe, Exbulus, hath been very 
ſatisfactory unto me. I yet could wiſff that ſome 
others had with me been partakers of it z becaule, 
I think, they therice might have learn'd to make a 
better Judgment of their Spiritual State, than now 
they ſeem to do. | 
- Exbul. Would Men from fſach things as theſe, 
deal impartially with themſelves, ſome dangerous 
Miſtakes, which they arc willing enough to foſter, 
might be corrected. 

And what, Theophilus, if they ſhould ſeriouſly ask 
themfelyes theſe, or ſuch like Queſtions ? viz. Are 
we contented, and well enough pleas?d with our Ori- 
- ginal Sin, and the Imperfection of our Nature ? Are 


we at ho time affeCted with forrow at. it, as being 


onr Sin? and do we never with a relenting Eye ac. 
count it our Unhappineſs, as being our Pumſhment ? 


| Can we ſit idle under it, and not endeavour to cor- - 


rect it, by purging our UnderRandings of their Ig- 
; | | norance, 


"os FW; Dif hediewre therevnre. 


norance,- our: Wills of their Pravi and our 4 Fe 
ions of their Corruption ? Dork, the ſroſe 

never encline us to Humility ? A 
thereby excited to pity others, \ who are thus 


ted and unhappy as well as we ? Or yet worſe than 


ſo: Do we encreaſe the Defilements of our Nature 
and ſtudiouſly promote and ſtr up our vile Aﬀe 
ons,. which otherwiſe- would hate go more quiet ? > 

And then for Outward AGions. Are ous Live al- 
moſt wholly liv'd out in Sin ? Can we proceed from 


qne Wickedoek to another; and do Eyil yith both 


: She of 


Hands earneſtly ? Or elle, if outward Sham 

der us from Evil Practices openly, and in the 
this Suy, do we Clandeſtinely Aﬀt them ? Or js aur 
behaviour Plaufible and Civil merely that we may 


the more ſurely, and with leſs Suſpition, carry oY 


Eyil Actions and Deſigns ? 

Or, if there be none of theſe outward! notari= 
QUus bad Actions, nor ſecretly Wicked Deſigns, yet 
are the chief Eclts nothing Jogk'd unto, in what we 
do ? Is the Glory of Gad juſtled que þ by the Undex- 
Aims of Earthly Profits or Pleaſures ? 
Salvation of our Souls, t or Unbelic 
leſneſs, weigh little or nothing with us, in et, bf 
Advantage, or Reputation among Men ? . 

Have the particular Obligations, by Almighty 
God lajd upon ns, not becn minded, or not taken 
notice of by us toany good effect ? Have our greater 
Knowledge and Abilities been improved to na high- 
er Services, than the Ignorance and Weakneſs of the 
meaner Sort have been? Have the ſironger-Moti- 
ons from Gods Holy-Spirit fallen Fruitleſs ven us ? 
And thoſe Soggeſtions, which, at ſome times, wen 


a more than ordinary manner h 
which the Hand of God hath 


harly ; been, have © 
they been refuſed, and not complied with ? In the "J 


. bins whick We have committed, hath' there been no 


of j 
And are we never 


Ab the 


ave had, and in | : 


Unfained: 
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Uafained $ Sorrow ? No indignation at ourſelves for 
making ſach-ill returns to ſo Gracious a.God, and 
Father ? Have our Devotions been none, or very 
- Faint and Cold ones after our falling into Sin ? Have 
_ our former Faults begot in us no Reſolutions of not 
Sinning knowingly and Preſumptuouſly for the time 
_ to come? Do we, avhen tempted to commit a Sin, 
not only yield.to it, but continue in it? Are we ne- 
ver after it more earnelt perſuers of that which is 
Good? And do the Frailty and Weaknefs. of our- 
Natures, and the Sins, which, while we are in the 
Body, we ſhall never be free from, at no time prompt 
usto long for that Happy Day, when we in Heaven 
* ſhall do Gods Will, without Carefulneſs, Drowſineſs, 
E., and. Impertection ? If, Theopbilws, they ſhould thus 
| queſtion themſelves, and ſhould find it no otherwiſe 
 - with them than what might be reducible to ſome or 
* more of the particulars now mention'd, they might 
 makea Judgment, whether their Sins are ſuch, as 
. belong to the Worſe, or leſs Evil Sort of Wicked 
| Men; but would have nv reaſon to think them ozly 
#be F ailnres of Good” Men. 
 Theoph. Indeed, . Eubulw , wall Men thus be 
Judges of their own Miſdeeds, they would not be 
- more, than what they well might. Some of their 
Sins, poſlibly, which cannot ſo well bear the being 
b look?d into, leaſt their Pollurioa and Deformity 
 ſhouldbe diſcovered, might be apt to ſay, ye take too 
much upou you and who ade you Rulers and Judges 
over ws ? But certainly Menhave a Power over their 
own Doings; and may ſearch their own Hearts; and 
Examine. the Riſe, and Progreſs, and Deſign of their 
own ACtings; and need not fear that any ſhould ſay 
unto them, Why do ye thus? | 
|  Enbul. And this they may the rather do, Theophi. 
tus. becauſe they are the better able, in many ref 
"pets, to make a Judgment of their own Sins, ok 
other 
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other. Men are. For they can ſee thoſe things in their 
own Breaſts, whith are hid from Mens Eyes abroad : 
And, it may be, they can alſo conceive thoſe dei P 


Deceits there, which they cannot by their Words! 
well expreſs, and give account of to others. Well, 
ſurely, 1t would be, that in thoſe things, which they 
are unknown in unto Others, they ſhould nothe un- 
known to Themſelves, Cr Oe” 
Theoph. It is, 1 confeſs, not the leaſt part of Lear- 
ning for Men to kyuow Themſelves, The beingskilFd 
inthe Works of Nature,and in the Arts and Sciences. 
The ſeeing into future Times; and wuderſtanding alt 
Myſteries, and all Knowledge, would be of ſmalFavail 
with them , without the Knowledge of their own 
Sins. For where theſe are not known, there is,very 
{mall hope that a Cure. and Amendment will 'be _Þ 7 
wrought. And what would it profit a Man, to'be Þ} * 
otherwiſe, 1n all reſpedts, accompliſhed, and yet to Þ} © 
gooutof the World with his'Sins unknown, *and Ta 
MEET Co CTY on 
Eubzl. Tam perfiaded, Theophilus, that the gty 
reaſon of ſo rnany Mens continuing intheir Si 


becauſe they are not willing to ſearch into them. 
' Let them be throughly look?d into, and the Cover 
taken off from their Deformity, and they will find 
few that will not loath them. - .. - - - h 
When David had conſidered bis ways, i. e. had 
found the Spots and Defilements which his Sins car- 
ried in them, he exrned bis Feet to Gods Teſtimonies. 
He made baft. and' delayed not to kgep bis Commaud- 
mentr, And would Men generally do as He did, I. 
have no cauſe to doubt, but, through'Gods Bleſſing, Þ} * 
there would be the ſame good Iſſue to Them, as to Þ 
Him there was.” Nay, I am fare; -if Pollution and, Þþ ©: 
Deformity will Create a Loathing, they would per-  Þ} : 
feftly Loath the Diſobedience they haye ſo long In= Þ} 2 
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Ep The tou Native of the D3vi#h Law &c. 


eoph, + - Happy it would be, if Men; from the Mo- 
FT. 5 Fear or Shame, would ceaſe to be Diſobe- 
dent; bur, ſurely, the Defilement and Defotmity 
v hich Sin caſteth upori ther, ſhould prevail wit 
| . And where they, from this Conſidera- 
c , ſhall abſtain Ru Iniquity, they will 
a I riiay io ſpeak, the more generouſly Innocent. 

- Enbul: They, by yn ſo doing, will turn thoſe Spots 
that mark'd them as wicked Men, into 'the Spots 
of God's Childrev, Arid, at the laft, when their Ba- 

ef ball be rai yd Spiritual and Tucorru tible, the 
_ Wilf leave ever 2heſe Spots alſo behind the, wes 
vp. into the Heavenly Jeruſalem, where nothing 
io wiſe enter that defileth;, and 'where they 
fo rn. or ever all-in t in fine Linnen clean and 
white, the Right rey For the Wi 
E190 dg Heave urtty, Theophilus, and Tnbe- 
ritance Undefiled, woes of IE Mercy, bring 


I You, ahd. Me, and Ther, through the Blood. of 
Et fi u 3, oyen of our Lord and Saviour JE- 


. | F EOS. h_ * E* 4 E-, 
pt ALOE FEE SECS 


©4 
IS | 
+. 

*. 


by Je ys VVits" at tha az 
+: 8:1 St, Paul's Church- Y 
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The Confeſſion, Prayers and Meditations of Lieu- 
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Dr. Barxet and Dr. Horneck , Folio, 


The Tryals of Thomas Walcot, William Hone, Wil- 


ord Ruſſel, Fobn Rouſe and William Blagg for 
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Pierce of Gods Decrees, eſpecially of Reprobe- 
tion, Quarto. 

Perinchief againſt Toleration, Quarto. 

Perſon's Sermon at the Funeral of the Earl of 
Rocheſter, Quarto, : 
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Cave's Sermon the 3oth of Famzary, Quarto. 
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Stubb*s Juſtification of tch\ ar, both Patts, 
-Quarto, 


Horneck's Belt Exerciſe, Octavo. 
Laſſel*s Voyage through Italy, Otavo. 
Smyth's Unequality of N acnral Time, with its 


Reaſon -and Cauſes : With a Table of the true E- 
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